WES-RANDSE ~ BANTOE SAKE-ADMINISTRASIERAAD
WEST RAND BENTU  AFFAIRS ADMINISTRATION BEﬁHD
v s ‘ A

DIE STEDELIKE BANTOERAAD VAN JOHANNESBURG
URBAN BANTU - COUNCIL OF JORANNESBURG

MINUTES OF THE 97TH ORDINARY MEETING OF THE URBAN, BANTU COUNCIL OF
JOHANNESBURG HELD IN THE URBAN BANTG COUNCIL CHAMBER JABULANI OK
WEDNESDAY 26 MAY 1976 AT 2,30 P.M.

PRESENT: R
COUNCILLORS : Makhaya, T.J. (Chairman)

Chuenyane,F.
Cindi, S.
Hlungwane, H.
Jiyane, J.M.
Leepo,J.M.
Lengene, P.M.
Machaba, B.C.
Mahlangu, F.
Mahlangu, S.S.
Makhanya, A.
Maponya, R.J.P.
Mlonzi, L.L.
Mokoena, D.
Motha, S. §
Mothibinyane, . B.
Nepfumbada, F.
Nevhulaudzi, J.
Pelotona, A.
Pooe, D.
Radebe, L.
Rakgomo, J.M.
Rasmeni, D.
Scwebu, M.
Thebehali, D.
Tjeeko, M.
Tshabangu, L.
“Vilakazi, E.G.
Vukeya, M.S.
Xulu, M.B.



OFFICIALS: ~ »

Mr. M.P. Wilsnach (Director, Housing)
Mr. A.M. Conn (Senior Tcwnships Manager)
Mr. A. Mfete (Senior Clerk)

— Mr. D.M. Kubayi (Acting Secretary)

ALSO PRESENT: \

"

Mr. G.M. van Nickerk (Assistant Chief Bantu Affaire Commissioner)”

OPENING PRAYER:

The Chairman of the Urban Bantu Council cpened the proceedings with
a prayer.

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of the ordinary meeting held on 29 April 1976 were circulated
to members.

CONFIRMED

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

(i) Leave of absence in terms of Regulation 29(2) was grapted
to the following Councillore : Hanyane,;Mosala and NtIoko.
i £

(ii) Leave of absence in terms of Regulation 29(3) was granted
to the following Councillors: :

Nkosi for the period 26 May 1976 to 26 June 1976
Ngubane for the period 2 May 1976 to 2 June 1976
Hlungwane for the period 1 Jume 1976 to 1 July &9?6_-

CONSIDERATION OF REPORTS.

TRGENCY MATTERS.

m,;‘.oggg..‘......../
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¢ ADRIGISTRATION 30AsD

CUMHUNITY HALLS

The Urban Bantu Council at ity me—ting held on 31 July };975 RRSOLVED’
G g e SRR

That, in view of the fact that the present Coamunity 7\;1,17‘
in soweto cannot accouuodate an audience of 1 000, provision
. be made in the 1976/1377 Fstimates, to built an a'll;pnrﬁzbéa i
Soweto Communiiy Hall, with all the necessary theatricsl

faciiiti«s to acéommoéate al least 3 OO0 peonle, =ac that
it be built in such a way to enable it to be extended at, -
a future date to seat up to 10 OCO people. .

¥This matter was taken up with the nssxstant Director Comuunity .»ervxcas'
who comnented 83 follows i

A Community {21l with the capacity as requestec by the Urba"
Council is impracticable as a hall of this size tends to he used

only for the "big" occassions which nomn]ly occur only once or
twice a year, and that. the "Fivc Roses Bwt]." now ‘under constﬁl
at Hofolo Park will in all ways satisfy the demand for z vepue of

this nature.

«1e Senior Townships Manager described the "Fivé Roses Bowl" as an
American type-of an open air stadium with stands some of whidn are covered.

" Councillor Vilakazi wanted to know if the "Five Roses Bowl" vlilia&ccci'«mqi‘-
date more than 1 000 people‘.

At thig stage the Chairman arrived at tﬁe méeting.
e Senior Townshipe Manager replied that although 'he did not WWW‘

nunbor that could be accommodated, the "Five Roses Bowl" will be one of e
biggest stadiums th ‘the countty.

dda;! the proposed hall emdd Ba dmmwmecticable because it would require

v and o caretaker who would have to be paid tor the whole yoad Wl

e all uay only be uud two to three times a ycar. This uouid be e ¥ndte




NITY HALLS

(Continued)

Councillor Rakgomo said that had this Council tsea informed iniadv;nca
# o

»f the construction of the "Five Roses Bowl,® r-ccnmandagién'

wzald not have been approvgd at the Council mseti held oa 31 July
1975, . '

Councillor Manthata said it is futile and a waste of monay to bnild
a pall which will be used two to three times a year.

To advocated the p}ovision of a hall in each Township that wi}l seat
natyeen 600 to 850 people. )

Councillor F. Mahlangu and Buthelegi addressed the meeting.
RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND:

(a) That the Urban Bantu Council resolution taken on
31 July 1975 be amended by the substitution of the
figure "3 000" by the figure "1 500" so that the naw
resolution should read thuss . : s

That, in view of the fact that the present Community
halls in Soweto cannot accommodate an audience of

1 000, provision be made in tha,1976(77 Egtimates, to.
build an all-purpose Soweto Community Hall, with-&ll the
necessary theatrical facilities to accommodpte at least
1 500 people.

(b) . That the Chief Director be requested to farrish s
Council with the details and the plans of the "Five
Roses Bowl."

Councillor Thebehali said that the "Five Roses Bowl" will be used by

the schools and the churches and events like the "Carols by.Candlelig
and churéhes will also be able to hold their COnferences at this . ~

,.Bropbsed venue.



CCHMITTEE

COMMUNITY, | EALLS:

¢ Continued)

(b) That tha Chiej

¥ ‘reguegsted to firni
the detpjlé and “th

s of the "Five Tase

(c) ' Tiat 4 céputation canslsting of Councﬂlowg
and ‘the.ChaiFman of the Ameuit Cowittee
—,..a Director: Housing ‘on th

0% an@ Chyenva:
fq izzeryae

U.B.C, 32/76
Pef. No. 3/7
B/Q Ref. Noo

DMK/MVS /OM



CCHMITTEE
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(b) ' That the cn'e  Di

GudEted €5 T
the details “Bndt

of the "Fiw

(c) Trat & deputation consisting: ot Counci]so»s
and ‘the. Chairman of the Are
*ha Director: Housing ‘on this

Scushbiy: Pbs
es, ow;ttee be APPU LS

U.B.C, ' 37/76
Pef. No. 3/7'"
®/0 Ret. No,.

DUK/MVS/OM



URBAN BANTU COUNCIL SOWETO: (26.,5,76)
.

TRADING AND TRANSFORT CCMLITTEE: (6.5.75)

. N
WEST RAND ADHINISTRATION BOARD

REQUEST FOR AFRY{CAN IIETER OFFICEZRS TO REFLACE
AFRICAN MALE TRAFFIC INSPECTCRS PRESENTL
OPERATING IN JCHANNESBURG AND SUBURBS

On 30 October 1975 the Urban Bantu Council RESOLVED:

(a) That representations be made for the employment of
female Africans to replace African male Traffic
Inspectors presently operating in Johannesburg Tand
Suburbs.

(b) That the African male Traffic Inspectors presently
doing duty in town be detailed to do duty in Soweto,

only.

This matter was referred to the Chief Traffic Officer of the Johanne
burg City Council who commented as follows: y

"With reference to your letter A71/1/7 dated 21 Juufxﬁ.‘
I wish to inform you that your suggestion is not

‘

feasible for numerous regspns."’.

Councillor Nkosi sgid the Chief Traffic Officer has, in his" z'eply‘t01'
the Urban Bantu Council's resolution, not given reasons, for his
rejection of the,request and for this reason the reply is not acce

Councillor Hanyane said the Urban Bantu Council made this request im *
an attempt to overcome the manpower shortage in Soweto. There are
African ladies who are just as competent as their Furopean counterpprf
in ipsuing tickets to defaulters. : ¢ el

Councillors S.S. Mahlangu and Mzinyané addressed the mee‘ting.
RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND:

That the reply received from the Chief Traffic Officer of

the Johannesburg City Council be not accepted as no reasons
have been given and that further representations be made .
through the Chief Director with the request that the Chief ;
Traffic Officer or his Deputy be invited to attend a subsequent.
meeting of this Committee.

ADOPTED <
U.B.C. 20/7
R 0; . A?71/1/7
(793 2 o/




URBAN BANTU GQUNCIL SOWETO: (26.5.76)
EDUCATION AND HEALTH COMMITTEE: (11.5.76)

WEST RAND ADMINISTRATION BOARD

ABSENCE OF A QUORUNM

The ordinary meetinh of the Education and Health Committee which
was scheduled for 11 May 1976 could not be held owing to the abaenfa
of a quorum ard was adjourned to the next ordinsry meeting of the

Committee.

NOTED



URBAN BANTU COUNCIL SOWETO : (26.5.76)
WEST RAND ADMINISTRATION BOARD
.

T
4, URGENCY MATTERS :

(1) BOYCOTT OF CLASSES BY SCHOOL CHILDREN.

The Director Housing said that he was approached by the Chairman of the
Urban Bantu Council and the Cheirman of the Educatién arnd Health Committee
to arrange a meeting between the Officials of the West Rand Administration
Board, Urban Bantu Councillors and the Regional Director of Bantu Education,
Southern Transvaal. This meeting will take place either next Tuesday or
Wednesday in an attempt to resolve the boycott of classes by children who
refuse to use Afrikaans as a medium of instruction.

It is important that school buildings where children have gone on strike be
protected from vandals and also striking pupils who may become rowdy and
aggressive.

Councillor Mlonzi wanted to know the line of action the Urban Bantu Council
was going to take . He said children do not want Afrikaans as a medium of
instruction ard wanted to know if the Urban Bantu Council is going to compel
children to accept Afrikaans or to plead with the authorities to reverse to
English as a medium of instruction.

Councillor Thebehali addressed the Council and thanked the Chairman of the
Urban Bantu Council and the Chairman of the Committee for having taken part
on the administrative matters of the schools which the School Boards have in
the past claimed to be their sole responsibility.

. N
The Chairman in reply to councillor Mlonzi said he knew the needs of the
children and the people of Soweto and they would do their utmost in
representing their case to the representatives of Bantu Education.

RESOLVED:

(a) That this matter be noted with appreciation. L
(b) That the delegation be given a mandate to interview ‘the Director of
Bantu Education.

(11) INCREASES IN PUTCO BUS FARES

A representative of the Chief Bantu Affairs Commissioner explained that
fares would be increased with effect from 14 June 1976 and said that the
Councillors were not held responsible in any way for the increases and were
only requested to inform the public about the increases.

He said that Putco motivated their application to the Transportation 3ca
and the Department of Transport so well that the two bodies had'no ch
but to approve the increases although not in toto. The bus comnuter
pay an increase of 20c & week and the Government will grant Putco a subsicy
as Putco cannot make ends meet on the existing fares.

.‘kplo?yera of Bantu labour would be asked to increase wages but peintedrout
that they the employers could not be forced to accede to the request of hiu

Dgpartment.




URBAN BANTJ COUNCIL SOWETO : (26.5.76)
'H'_BST‘ RAND  ADMIVISTRATION  30ARD

INCY MATTE®S @

11}  THIREAS

IN PJEZ) BUS FaARSS

ontin1xd)

press aould be rejaested to dissémdnate this Lafy o,
whilss PUTCS would distribuze saaphlets to the commuters:

Ralio Bantu and
{9 the pudblic ,

PUTCO has purchased 4k new buses for the Soweto routes and would proviae
two new buses every week until they totalled 100. 23 Old buses yhich haa
been reconditioned are just as good as new, and are on these routes.

Councilior Tshabangu said PUTCO should have bought ‘new buses {irst and
increase the fares later.

Councillor Mapcnya said he appreciated the explanation made by the Bartu
Affairs Commissioner but stated that he found it difficult f£or him to
‘pcrsuade his people to accept the increased fares while their wages were
still lagging behind.

Councillor Thebehali said according to the Market Research the minimum
wages of an African is R124 a month and cxpressed a belief that. if the
lowest wage earner was paid this amount the people would accept the bus
fare increases. He said should the people of Soweto boycott the buses
spontaneously, the economy of the country will be disrupted.

)

Councillor Mlonzi, Lengene , Bcwebu and theDirectbr Houeing acdressed thas
Council. ¥z

RESOLVED:

(a) That this Urban Bantu Council reject ‘ﬂxe report pi)sent‘éd by ‘the
representative of the Chief Bantu Affairs Commissioner on increased.
bus fares.

(b) That this council rejects the request to disseminate the. 1nfo'm=§inp;:
to the public. ton W

(c) That no member of this council should attempt to call a public.
meeting in connection with this matter. =

(d) 3That this Council deplores the attitude of the representative of the
Q)hi;e't Bantu Affairs Commissioner in leaving the meeting whilst this™
subject was still under discussion,

The meeting closed ht 5,10p.m.

e



¢ 7--f SPEGIAL MEETING I THE URBAN BANTU-CGUNCIL OF JOHAKNESZURG
U uiii BANTU COUNCIL CHAMBER JABULANI ON MONDAY 14 JUNE 1976
. N

COUNCILIORS : Makhaya, T'.J. ( Chairmen)
Mnweba, K. (Deputy Chairman)
Buthelezi, E.
Chuenayne 4 F.
Jiysne, G.
Jiyane, M.
Mahlangu, S.S.
Makhanya, A.
Manthata, S.
Maponya, R.J.P.
Mokoena , D,
Mosala, L.M.
Motha 4 S.
Nepfumbada, F.
Ntloko, M.M.
Pelotona, A.
Rakgomo J .M.
Thebehali, D.
Tjeeko, M.

. Pshatangu, L.
Vukeya, M.S.

OFFICIALS : Mr. M.E, Wilenach (Director Housing) ‘
Mr. A.M. Conn (Senior Township Mapager ) -
Mr. D.M. Kubayi (Acting Secretary)"
Mr. A. Mfete



tin: of the Urban 3anta Council 3 14 June 1976 : Minutes:365

7 openeil th: proceedings with a prayer.
.,

“ .
back by tre Lolegetina of the Urban Bantu Council that met the
s~ of Bartu Sducation, Southern Transvaal on the boycoti of

= by schocl children.

‘47 -ed the Urtan Bantu Council not to talk to the Degartment of

i Zducation through the press if they wanted the delsgation' to

e snccess ir Pretoria. He suggested that this be u closed neeting
ed tiat he dié not want to take a decision for the Urban Bantu
Council.

Councillor Mlonzi said the Scho.l Boards felt that the administration
of African Schools is their sole responsibility and that if the Urban
bantu Council wishes to discuss school matters it should do so
incoajunction with them.

H: 31id the Urban Bantn Council hac¢ nothing to hi:ie in this matters”
Peorle ure entitled to know wha® is going on-in Soweto and pointed:out:
tait the only source of information for a:'man in the street is the pres:.

Councillor ¥oeala said that this is a serious matter which, if not
resolved promptly, will get out of control. If we operate in tae dark
we will be destroying the image of the Urban Bantu Cquncil:-because peorle
will view the Urban 3anta Council members with suspic¥on. He sppezled

to the Council to discuss this matter openly if they do not.want the
Urban Bantu Council to lose its credibility to the ‘publio.

Coincillor Maponya #aid this 4is a delicate matter which, it not handled
car«fully, will be blown out of proportion and thnis will nct be in the

padlic interest. i i

uggzzted that the press should be debarred from the meeting :at this
fer it is a known fact that the Government is sensitive to

‘u3s made through the press. If the Minister of Bantu Fducation

nd of our line of action beforshand his attitude will be hardened...
it to an extent that he will go out of ‘his way to defend his

1t1s. Children have re“stered their point and their parents should
orar- the fight. .

’
4 evecanees



Cra
g

>ial Heeting of the Urkan Bantu Comacil : 14 June 19767 ;3

ued:

tol¢ the delegation was rot huadred per ceat true. He saidbif t

ju diszuesed in the presence .of ths press, the Minister will saj
have giver vent to our fzelings aad there is no poiat irn our seex
e will tcke a uanilateral dedision.

Councillors Rakgomo, S.S. Mahlangu, Mantbata, Wtloko-and G. Jiyane spoka
in favour of allowing the press to he present.

ilors Makhaya azd Vukeya were against the presence of th2 press in
‘oir address.

On division votes cast : FOR 3 11 votes
AGAINST 8 votes

Yembers of the press were admit=ed in-t‘:« the meeting.

=]

ke Cheirman of ths Urban Bantu Council said the. delegation was given a very.
gsod sugport by the Divector Housing in presenting this matter to the Regional
Director of Bantu Sducation.

He said the Regional Diresctor of Bantu Education told the delegation that il
rot his duty to take a decision on this matter, but that it was the respons ity
oY the Mirister and pointed oui that he is duty’bound to carry out the
instruction of the Minister to the latter.

Councillor Thebehali said the interview the delegation had with the Directer
of Bantu Educatioun was very difficult and frustrating. The Regional
Director who was very impatient told the delsgation that we wep2.not
qualified o discvse the teachirg of certain subjects tkyough the APviknans
medium because this is a professional matter to be coasidered by professici
people.

He said prin¢ipale should follow the right chanuels to apily fcr ‘exemptions
but when he was asked how many schools have applied for exemptigns, ﬁdm‘@_
were approved and, how many were turned down, he did not Rave the' ixzfornsiione
He said that from the discussion it was apparent that the Regional Direcior
was not in favour of the delegation going to Pretoria tp discuss tais matter
with the Minister.

Counci}lor. Chuenyane wanted ‘4o know from ths Chairmap what tha conment OTP
delegation was avout the allegation made by the Regional Director who said
_+that he -had received informatiph from the Tswana people that Zulus were %
" to strike. .

He said he di¢ uct think that school principals applicd fer exenptio
he maintaired that even at this slage aie 50312 Velag & o

striking becauce their teachers are not compafent to teach certain sutiests
through the Afrikasns medium.

B




Special Meeting of the Urban Bantu Couacil : 14 June 1976: Hiautes : 387
s .

Continued: -

He sail the best teackers who are qualified to teach any subject throagh
AZfrikaans are those who attandel Afrikaan, mediwa schools suéh as Eamswert]
High Schocl, Strydom Opleiding Skool and Stofberg Gecerk Skool. He wunted
to know why these schozls were closed when the autkurltles vant tae Blacg
people to be proficient in Afrikaans.

-

He suggested the establishment of certain schools which should teach all
subjects through the Afrikaans medium and that they be staffed with. teacher:
who are authorities ig Afrikaans.

Councillor Manthata said that forcing the children to go back to School

1 not solve the problem. He said all the school Boards in iue Urlau
Areas chose Eaglish as a medium of instruction but this was refused by
the representatives of 3antu Education.

Councillor Mosala said that it was not done anywhere in tre World to teach
subjects thrcugh two languages. Iz said ke supportad the children anc the

taachans' organisatisn who rejscted Afrikaans as a medium of tuition. He
called for the scrapping of the 50=50 English and Afrikaais basis as thic

js cumhersome and retarding the progress of the child., He added that
children have nc respect for their parents for allowing this system and feel
that their parents do not have their interest at heart. He predicted that
coercing the children to study gertain subjects through Afrikaans mediun wil?
result in another "Sharpville shooting".

Councillor Mlonzi presumed that the D:partment ofyBantu Education is refising
to grunt exemptions because some of the teachers whin applying 'ar rost'
stu~ed ia their apolications that they are bilingual. He s £

a pesple to krow your language is an attempt at indoctrinstiang znnm Wnich
‘cq-ot b2 allowed as it may create chaos in the country. -

4¢ said research was made in Canada wh2re there are two official languages
which wera used in Schools on a 50-50 Englxsh and French basis 4né in Schcols
where only cne language was used as a mediua of instruction. It was found
that childgen who were taught through one medium of tuition did be,tvr than
thoae whc are taught through a dual medium of tuition.

In South Africa qlacn children are the only ones wic are forced to L taucht
through two lanzuages which are foreign to them and canno' cope with tuwo
lanzaages,

e dispute8 the statemcnt o0f ths Regional Director of Baniu Bduc on.shat
the education of a Black child ir the Urban Arcas is financed by the
pesple.” Mle said the General Revenve of the country does not only come fro'
¥hites but Blacks also ccniribute towards this reverue directly and

irectly. He argucd that in South Africa money belong to all tke peorle
4 i g in South Africa. Zighty per cent of Bantu Taxation.isallocated to
Zducation according to an Act of Parliament and he said he was not
v‘ro of any amendnent to the ict.




Continued:

HE MOVED: ¥

That a delegatipn consisting of four Czuncillors and three,
Chairmen of the School Boards be appointed to m=et the Minister in..
Cape Town as expeditiously as possible. . S " - d

Cou\xcillors Motha, Vukeya, Rakgomo and Thebehali agdressed the Council. -~
7 . ;

As a result of a personal attack by Councillor Thebehali against

Councillor Mosala, most councillors left the meeting in protest and

this resulted in a broken quorum.

The remaining members RISOLVED.

That the same delegation that met the Regior;al Director of Bantu Education:

be appointed to discuss this matter with the Minister of Bantu Education
with the right to co-opt. .

The m2eting closed at 5.45 p.m.

CONFIRMED




