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Can I start by asking you where yvou were born and when?

Yes, I was born on the 1l7th. Februarv, 1919 in a Free State town of
BEloemfontein.

And how long did you stay in the Bloemfontein area?

Well, my father, vou now, being a clergyman, he was the sort of man
who goes from place to place - he was always, vou know, being trans-
ferred from this place to that place and so on, so that subsequently
my father was transf{ferred to Johannesburyg, and he died in Johannesburg.

When was - when did vou move to Jo'burg?
I think it was in the = in the '20s.
And did your mother work?

My mother - no, my mother has always been just a housewife.
So did wvour father have any politics that he....

Religious politics - type of politics that von'll find in Tutu and so
on, that type of politics.

Whiech ltind of minister was he = which denomination?

Uh, he was in the Congregational Church - he was working for the Con-
crersational Churche.

30 he didn't influence wyou politically, your father?

Well, we did discuss politics, you know = at the time of course when

T was yvounger I didn't even know what it was all about, but he used to
tell us, you lknow, about the ICU - he used to tell us, you know, about
how peonle suffered in the farms and things like that, and of course
being a - a clergyman he thought that all these things should be sol=-
ved, wvou know, by God.

And did vou have a different view = did you ever argue with him....

Well, initially, ves - as a young man I didn't - T only listened to

him all the time = it was not umtil I became a bit mature, then I
started questioning certain things, you know, but questioning them

with a certain amount of caution, you know, because I was speaking to
my father (Laugh) and yon lmow, how we were brought up, you're not
supposed to criticise your father too much - you - you are not supposed
to know more than he does.

And when vou were growing up did you have a lot of contact with other
races or were vou mainly in contact with other Africans?

In the Free State contact was*really made with the Africans only -
those people who = vou know, who were whites in the Free State, you
know, but people who were mostly religious people used to come to so-
called locations (?) to see people there and sometimes even hold ser-
mons there, you know, in the church and so on - but politically con=
tact was very difficult - Bloemfontein it's a - the Free Sta?e, let
me say, it's a hotbed of racialism in Sonth Africa - it's - itts -
it's a country - it's a town that is predominantly, Yyou iknow, taken
by the Afrikaaners. (#*ecould be rarely)



D. TLOOME. PAGE 2.

D.T.

J.F.

D.Tl
JoF.

D.T.

D.T.

J.F.

Dr-l."-

They stay there, they = they are big capitalist Afrikaaners, farmers
and so on with big business and so on, and thev are predominantly
Afrikaaners in that = in that burg - orovince of the Free State -
predominantly Afrilkaaners.

And did - just tell me how vou got politicised - maybe in view of the
time rather than take longer, you tell me - you moved to Jo'burg -
vour father was a preacher = how did wvou get yvour politics - when did
yvou g2 to training - did you school and then go to work, or did you
leave school and go to work early?

No, well, T = I = I schooled in - in the Free S5tate.
You were sent baclk to the Free State?

Ja- no, I didn't go back to the Free - I schooled in the Free State -
I schooled high school in the Froe State, then I left, I - I went to
training school = 1 was trained as a teacher - when my father went to
Johannesburg I was schooling in - as a teacher in a place called Modd-
arpoort - it was an Anglican institute for training black teachers.

ow is that spelt?
Moddarrport.
And so vou became a teacher?

Yes, I became a teacher = I taught in tlie Free State for quite - not
for long = for about a yvear = I was not very much interested in teach-
ing = I then left and went to Johannesburg, and wlmm I got to Johannes-
burg T - I felt that life was more lively there I mean than what the
Free State was, =o in Johannesburg I moved around, vou know, with
politicians, T moved around with trade mmionists = I studied, you know,
quite a number of things about the trade union movement, the question
of, vou lmow, the relationship and the guestion of industrial disputes
in South Africa and so on, and I learned quite a lot - I mean I - I
came to a position where I - I felt that T had to put my - my who Le
life into the whole thing.

I was particularly - I was particularly touched, you lknow, by the pass
laws in the Free S3ta - I mean in Johannesburg - segregation, the pass
laws, how people, you lmow, were being arrested, you lnow, in great
numbers every dav = they are taken to the commissioner - what they
called at the time Yative Commissioner's Court, and they were told -
someone without a pass would come in and then be told that : Well, you
are fined (?) for three months and so on - the next one comes in and
so on, and in a - in a month's time hundreds of people will be taken
away from town, Johammesburg, to go and work in the farms because they
had no - their passes were out of order and the taxes were out of
order, they work in the larms.

Now what really touched me of all was the - a certain farm where, you
know, tlhese people were told to go and dig potatoes with their hands,
vou know, their nail - their fingers and so on - I'm forgetting what
the place (?) it was, but it was somewhere in the Transvaal - all these
people who were fined, vou know, in the magistrates court used to be
taken to these farms to go and work for the farmers without pay =

just had to work for the farmers and so on.
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D.T. You know, they = their passes were out of order and therefore they
were fined two, three, four months because your nass were out ofl
order, and then they were all, you know, taken away to - to the farms
to go and work there - that really touched me = 1 felt it was inhuman -
that'=s not the way, vou know, that yvou could develop human beings,
vou lnow, to make them responsible citizens = that tvpe of thing I
mean to me was obwvious that it was really economic exploitation =
people are being, vou lmow, exploited under the = the - the cloak of,

yvou lkmow, passes - vour pass is out of order, your tax is out of
order and so on = that what -

That is what really made me go into the trade union movement - I was
then secretary of = of the Milling Workers iUnion in South Africa, and
I worked in that Hilling Workers for quite a time = and then in the
course of time I - let's see my notes - in the course of time, as I
say, I became secretary of the Milling Workers Union, and in the Mill-
ing Workers Union naturally we had to meet with other workers, you
know, who are working in other industries - other trade unionists and
so on - and in the course of my activities I was nmow staying at a
place ecalled Orlando - Orlando is now known as Soweto - staying at
Soweto.

I became now very much involved, you know, in both trade union move=
ment and polities - and then I joined the ANC in Orlando and sub-
sequently became chairman of the - of the branch, the Orlando branch
of the ANC Johannesburg - and then subsequently I then attended, you
know, trade union conferences and so on, even overseas - the World
Federation of Trade Unions = when the World Federation of Trade Unions
was = was formed we were the first delegates from Johannesburg to
attend a meeting of the World Federation of Trade Unions.

J.F. In which year?

D.T. what vear - it must bave been in the - in the '30= or '40s or so - so -
then in the course of time - I think it was in the '40s I became the
chairman of the Orlando branch of the - of Lhe ANC - and so it went,

and in the course of my activities my enthusiasm in the thps - no,
perhaps it was in the '50s I became a national executive member of -
of the ANC, and we used to hold our conferences in Bloemfontein every
year - that is why Bloemfontein had become, you know, the - the most
important town in the - in Johannesburg, becanse that's where - 1 mean
in South Africa, because that is where the ANC was bormn - ANC was born
in = in the Free S3tate, Bloemfontein.

J.F. But when vou were growing up and when you first got involved in the
ATC, did you see the ANC as a perfect organisation that was serving
the needs - did you have - there is a wview that ANC initially was
quite intellectuals and professionals, that it nceded to have the
infTluence that it had in the t40s and '50s to actually serve the
WOTrkKing. ...

D.T. Wwell, T took (?) it as a national organisation, you lmow, of the
African people at the - initially - with my 'mderstanding then, it
was a national organisation of the African people fighting against
the persecution of the white man - that was my concept at the time,
but as time went on, vou know, I got to understand that L had to -
to go even deeper than that, the guestion of just the white man, Yyou
know, being persecuting the - the - the working class, and I came to
the econclusion that deeply it was not really just the question of
white man .
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It was economic exploitation of the neople, under the cloak of seg-
regation, under the cloak of = of apartheid and things of that kind -
exploitation of the people = that = that = I could never forget, vou
know, those people who used to be taken away to the farms to go and
dig, you know, potatoes with their - with their fingers - I could
never forget it = I began to see exactly what it's meant by economic
exploitation.

So that in the ANC 1 found that at the time the ANC was an organis-
ation of, voun lmow, teachers, intellectuals, you know, clergymen -
you know, all the elite of = of the African society = voung people
who were not very much interested in - in the ANC - they felt it was
an organisation of elderly people and so on, so they - they had no-
thing to do with it - they - some of them were just, you know, stud-
ents and they went to students organisations and so on that they

thought, well, ANC is not ours and 2o on = and as a result, you know,
ANC never became progressive until it was joined by yvounger people,
the Tamos, Mandelas and so on - those were members of the youth league

of the AMNC.

When those people came into the = into the ANC there was transformation
insofar as, you know, the ideology is concerned and so on - there was
quite a big transformation - because in the past, you know, the - the
elderly people believed in demonstrations, vou lknow, reconciliation
with the powers that be and so on - they weren't very much interested
in action - vou know, action against the govermment and so one.

And it was not until the = in the late '4Us - '49, I think, when there
was a conference in Bloemfontein, where it was decided that there
should be action against South Africa - we felt that the voung people
would never join the ANC unless there was actually action, you know,
political action, struggle, which they were interested in - now at

the time when then we =aid (?) well, that's an organisation for the
voung people - but after that conference, a conference which gave
birth to the defiance campaimm, many yvoung people came in good num-
bers to join the AMNC.

The - I know one of your questions here i=s the question of the - the
defiance campaim = but the defiance campaigm was a stepping-stone
to military struggle that we are having today - it was a stepping-
stone towards that - voumg people were saying : But what are we
fighting for - what is our struggle - what must we do against, you
know, the miseries of - of our people = what must we do - must we be
just going to demonstrations - because at the time it was just the
question of getting into a demonstration to gjo teo the powers that be
to Fretoria to go - you know, to = to protest against this and that
and that, and it ended there, and young people were not interested.

Gut =oor as we went to Dloemfontein and it was decided that there

should be action, politieal action by people, not just demonstrations,
quite, as [ have said, a number of people, nunber of young peaple_uere
now interested in the ANC - and it was then decided, not by the ANC

but by the ANC, the Watal Indian Congress, Transvaal Indian EungrEEg
and some organisations, that there should be some form of action which

should be engaged on = the type of action that will mobilise the young
people into the movement = and it was decided Ethat we should have the
defiance campaign - 1 suppose you know what it {............“---..--} -

what it was all about = have (?) defiance campalign.
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D.T. Thousands and thousands of young people came into the movement = came
to the offTices of the ANC - they wanted membership cards because they
felt that now they were getting into action = the mechanics of it was
that people would go and - go into town and go to - into places where
it'es only whites are allowed to sit there, and then they go and sit
there and get arrested and so on = all type of things - go into the -
go to the station -

I never forget, vou know, an incident where women, vou know, church
women, you know, with blouse - you know, these red (?) blouse of the
Anglican chur = not Anglican, Methodist Church = they were all dressed
up as volunteers to go into the compartments of white = white people -
they went to the station - of course they were being - they were being
organised = they were not doing spontaneously = they were being organ-
ised and so on, and the unit (?) said : Well, here we'll want (?} a
unit of so many women to go into action - so about 20 women went into
action - they went to Park Station = you know Park Station = and at
Park Station, you lmow, there are two entrances, one entrance for the

whites, the other for = for the blacks = and they went into the white
entrance.

When they got there they went to the platform and went to the - go and
sit where whites are sitting and so on = everybody was amazed what is
taking place today - and as a train came in they went into compart-
ments, vou know, reserved for whites - they just went into there so (?7)-
and they started singing hymms, you lmow, church hyms.

Now these women were being = had been politicised before - we = they
were not just doing it - it - it was, you know - it was a struggle -
some of them were not even members of the church but we - we just
wanted to see (?) - it's defiance cam - we are defying unjust laws,

so we - we're having - we were having groups of people coming - to-
day it's women, the following day it's students and so on and so forth,
and even white people came in and - and they defied the laws and they -
they were arrested - nobody was supposed to pay fine - some of them
who were arrested were told to go to jail for three months, four
months and so on, some seven days and sc on, they've - because even

the question of at night, you know, you must have a pass, and people-
we used to have volunteers to say : Now, now you can go and march in
the street and when they want to say - when they want to know where
your pass it, tell them vou have no pass, then you'll be arrested -

go to jail and go and suffer (?) in jail.

J.F. The focus of what I'm doing is, having read the history that I've read
in the history books and the analysis, I'm trying to look at it from
the non-racial perspective, so in light of what you're saying I'd like
to ask you in the politicisation that you've spoken about so far, the
'"30s and the '40s and into the early '50s, were you politicised only
by other Africans - the thing that moved you most was the treatment of
Africans in the potato farms because of the passes - would you =ay
that up until - we're now talking about 1952 - that up so far vou
didn't have much contact with people who weren't Africans or did you....

D.T. Yes - oh, YeS::ss

J«Fe. esss through the Commmist Partyv....

D.T. T had - I had quite a lot of contact with whites....
J«Fa Tell me a bit about that....

D.T. With whites in the trade union movement - we were =
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We had some white, vou lknow, who were members of - secretaries of
white trade unions, quite progressive people, vou lnow, but ithose
who were not progressive, because vow also had Afrikaaners, yvou know,
who were members of the trade union movement = they were secretaries
and so on = they were, you know, aloof all the time, but the=e, you
know, the progressive ones, we unsed to be together, discuss things -
they used to invite me to their homes, we =it down and we discuss

politicz and so on, and I read a - quite a number of books and so on,
and then I - 1 felt that it was not really the question of white
people that was - that was nmnot the point - the point was, you know,

exploitation of people, irrespective of whether they are white or
black - exploitation of the working class that - that builded up in
my mind, the = it = I became to = I came to understand that this what
we are figshting acainst is not a white man = we are f{ighting against,
vou lmow, exploitation of people, of the working class.

That was really in my mind and then I = I never forgot that that was
the pillar of what made me join the = the trade union movement, the
Communist Party and so on - my mixing up with all tvpe of people, wvou
know, Jews and Afrikaaners, yvou know, progressive Afrikaaners and so
on, made me feecl that I was in a - in a different world now, wiich I
never knew beflore.

How did vou malke that step from a Free State boy who'd only seen really
Africans and very severe exploitation....

I was inquisitive - I was very, very inquisitive - each time I heard
that people have got - gZot a meeting here, they want to talk, I used
to go there (......) and listen to what they =ay about - and the next
day I hear that there!'s a meeting about this and that, I used to go
there and listen to - duaring the war when - when Ilitler was threaten=
ing, that was an interesting period of my life, because that gave me
the = the impression that, vou know, [itler really wanted to conquer
the whole world - he wanted teo conquer the whole world - and what is
more i= that the = the leaders of South Africa, tihe Afrikaaner lead-
ers of South Afrieca were supporting llitler, wvou know - you lknow that -
they were supporting [litler and so on.

And then we had to have, vou know = we had to mobilise people - we hard
to have, vou know, volunteers of people, vou lmow, who were Cighting
arainst, vou lmow, the = the - the guestiorn ol litler, fascism in the
country, because [ascism, you know, became, you know, fo become perm-—
anent in our commbtry - as soon as Hitler declared war, most of the
Afrikaaners there were - they said they were openly said they - they
were supporting litler - and you could see some of them in the grey
shirts and red shirts and so on = they were supposed to be, vou know,
the followers of - of ilitler and fascism and so on.

So that the aim, I think, of the Afrikaaners was that ifl iIit.}.er con-
quered the whole world, then they would become the baby of lfiitler in
Soutli Africa, that Tascism would spread into South Africa and so on -
mfortunately history did not unfold that way - but all those things,
vou know, made me think = each time there's an event that has happened
T used to go into the books, read the boolts and find out why these
people are talking like this, and they used to give me books - 1 read
books, and my mind, you know, my outlool, you lnow, became, ¥you know,
much more different from what I was, you know, in the '50s (?) - com-
pletely different.

And how did vou get recruited into the CP5A - was it through Africans
or throusgh vhites or -
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J.F, I'm just interestited in that because when I read about Moses Kotane I
was quite interested that someone like himself went into a CP night
school taught by whites = it's interesting that he could make that
lean to wmndersitiand and acecept non-racialism - for yvourselfl how did
you get involved, and was it in the CP that you saw whites equally.. .

D.T. Yes, I - I also underwent, you know, those night =schools - it was not
schools - it was lectures, you know, ideology (7).s-s

J,Fl {Ill'l-l-lil.'} Jﬂ‘bllrg (?)

D.T. Yes, in Jo - ideological lectures on, you know, about the world and

the - the - the working class and the capitalist and 20 on = T = T
for some time, you know, was attending those lectures and so on and

I = also reading books, and in the course of time I felt that - part-
icularly when the war was declared I - I got to understand that the -
the C?*, vou know, was the only organisation that really wanted to
change the world, change the face of the world and so on, and there-
fore T joined the C\i'.

J.F. What vyear did you join?
D.T. It was in the '"40s, vou know, late '"40s - no, middle of the 'Lus.

JaFa I read in the history book that it was 1941 - no, 1T don't know when it

was = in 1941 you became vice president of the council of non-European..
D.T. That's right, ves....
J.F. Trade wunions - so was it first you joined the trade unions, then wyou

joined the CP?

D.T. Then I joined the CF afterwards, ves.

J.F. And were there any particular people who were non-=-Africans who impressed
VOle ows

D.T. Quite a - many of ithem, ves - specially a chap like J.B. lMarks - he
was actually the man who sponsored my = my application = you know J.B.
Marks = yvou have heard of him = he sponsored my application - you see,

we had met with J.B., Marks in the trade union movement, you lknow = he
was secretary of = I mean president of the mineworkers and so on, and
then he was also chairman of the non-=European Council of Trade Unions
and so on, so then we were working together before T joined the CP,
and he kept saving to me : Man, loock, man, Jjoin the CP, then your out-
look = yvou'll Tfind vou’ll get a better outloolk when yvoun're in the CFP
and =0 about the world.

Well, T kept saying : No, well, you know, T'm still too young, I don't
think I should go into these things - and then I'm not too sure whether
I = I'm sufficiently mature to go into the - the CP - understand what
it is all about - he says : No, vou can only understand what it i= all
about when you are in the thing (Laugh) - that is how I got into it.

J.F. And then tell me, were vou in the youth league yourself, the ANC youth
league?

D.T. T was in the - ves, youth league, but I wasn't very active ian the youth
league, bescause at the time I was secretary to Dr. Xuma - I was Dr.
wuma's secretary, vou know, in the ANC - T mean in - ja, in the ANC -

T was a member of the national executive and also secretary to Dr.
suma, so that I didn't have much time, you lmow, for the youth league.
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I was - I was with the old men, you know, alwavs working with the old
people and so on.

S0 even though vou were voumg you were on the older side?

Yes, well, T was with them all the time, wvou know, doing =ecretarial
worlk for - for them.

tecause you were secretary, book-=keeper of the [...........} ANC?
That's right, ja.

And how did wvou feel when you saw the yvouth leaguers, the Tambos, Man-
delas and Sisulus - what was your view of them coming ap and them ag-
itating against the old suard?

Well, I thought it was a question of development - I took it as a
development because, you know, Mandela, Tambo and all these people

came [rom the Cape, and their outlook was that, yvou know, the - our
fight i= against the white people = our fight is against the, vou know,
white chauvinism and things like that - and as a result, you see, the -
they were zgainst the = the old guard of the ANC because the old guard
was not doing any, you know, fight at all, and they were also against
the CP - they felt that the communism was a foreign ideology which
could not be, vou know, utilised in the AIC = in South Africa - that

is the - the sort of outlook they had at the time.

But amazingly, in the course of time they were really supporters, you
know, of the alliance of the ANC, SACP, Congress of Trade Unions and
so on - close and very deep members of that alliance in the course of
time.

How did vou feel when they first came with this anti-CP, anti-white,
anti=Indian line = how did vou understand it, how did wyou explain it -
did vou argue with them, or what did you think when wyou heard this
anti-ClF, anti-white line?

well, my outlook was that it's a question of - of development - I felt
that they had not sufficiently developed, wvou know, to understand what
the - the world is about, vou know - they had not uader - so I didn't
want to - to sort of curse them for - for what they were saying and so
on = I felt that it's a question of debating with them all the time,
vou know, until they understand what it is all about - what the world
outlook is today, which they understand today very well - they under-
stand verv well - I didn't sulk - and many people who were with me

did not sulk - we felt that it's the question of development.

T mean [ mysell before I could get into the CP and so on, 1 was not -
T was undeveloped - T didn't know what it was all about until T got
into it, and then I discussed with people, T read book, and - and then
T felt that this the target is not the white man - he is not the tar-
get - the target is the exploitation of the people - that is the tar-
cet = T mean exploitation does not only affect black people,black
workers = it also affect white workers and =o on, but it demands a

lot of explanation to convince people about Lhat.

And did you do that explanation, did you do that arguing?

Yes, I did - we use to argue a lot, you Imnow, and so on, and they felt
I was a traitor.
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Mot in the sense, you know, of being a - vou know, a traitor to the
enemy, but they felt that I - I - my ovtlook was quite confused, they
thousht I was - but it was not until, vou lknow, when they - the SACP
was bammed and so on in the '50=, there was complete change, you know,
transformation, politiecal transformation in zouth Africa, because we
could all see that it was not the CF that would be affected - the ANC
was also coming to be affected by = by the = the banning of the or-
ranisations - so gradually the — the SACP was banned, and in 1960 the
AMNC was banned, the IMAC - PAC was also banned, and many other organ-
isations were banned and so on - so that alone, vou know, made these
people feel that thev - the path that {they were travelling all the
time which they = they traversed was - was really unguided and un -
and they didn't know what - what it i= all about.

uh, they were - thev were hostile, vou krnow, absolutely hostile in
the past = very, very hostile against the CP and so on, against the
whiles - between you and me, some of them would not even go to - to
the house of a white to go and eat there, but you can't put that, you
know, in history (Laugh) = it's too - they - they didn't - even In-
dians, they didn't want Indians and =o on = they thought Indians were
just white mereh = I mean Indian merchants and so on and they were
not interested in the struggle of the people of South Africa - the
throwins = the throwing over of - of apartheid and so on - they did -
they didn't think that there were Indians who could come out, you
know, and - because Indians, you know, are merciiants - most of them
were merchants in South Afriea - it was not un - the - it was -

The e:ception was people like Dadon and Indres Naidoo and so on -
those were exceptions, vou know, of people who understood what it is
all about.

Who were yoa arguing against and what were the arguments - 1'm just
wondering if you can recount some of those arguments, because there're
very few people like vourself who can speak specifically - I've read
in the books that there were - that the ANC vouth league was anti-
communist and anti-white and anti-Indian, but I'm just wondering if
vou can remember specific....

They were my friends - look, these - these were not my enemies - thev
were my f[riends - Makgothi, Tambo, Mandela, Mbeki and all those were
my friends - we used to - to sit together, have a drink together and
discuss these things, vou knows.a...

I don't mean that it's hostile, but what was the substance of the
arguments - what were they saying and what were you saying and who
WETE Fuu-l'i

No, their - their cardinal point was that the - the commmaism is - is
a fureign ideology, and that we shouldn't follow it because it does -
it's not applicable in South Africa - conditions in south Africa are
quite different, wyou lmow - it's the question of colour bar in South
Africa — and communism occupies a wider scope than just the question
of - of colour bar - therefore we should just restrict ourselves to
the question of segregation, colour bar, industrial colour bar and
apartheid and things of that kind, then we should not have any ideol-
ogies, wvou know, in our - in our strugzle and so on.

And what did vou sav to that?
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b.T. No, I used to tell them that the - the - you can't immore the world
history = history is marching, history i=s on the march, and yvou can't -

vou can't stop it - history is = is - is walk = i= opening, vou know,
new avenues every - every time = history is not at a standstill, it's
moving - what is happening today, in the course of time it will be a =

a completely new situation, and they are seeing it today - vou know,
when we sit down T said : Chaps, junst tell me what was wrong with

yvou those days - thev say : Well, you seec, we didn't understand
(Laugh) - they were fresh from school, you see - they said : No, we
didn't mmderstand, man, you know - we thought these bloody white
people are oppressing us and 20 on - T {?] said ; No, but surely it
took you too long to understand this = thev =zaid : Yes, we did be-
cause right from school as students, yvou lmow, that was our politics
about the white man, and you know, when we came herec it was a - we
came intov a new world, and we are still attached of course to our old,

you know, concept of white people and so on oppressing the blacks and
20 On.

Well, they read, yvou know, the old histeries of - of South Africa -
the dispossession of land by the white people when they dis - dis-
possessed the Africans of their land and se an, and they thought,
well, even now the white people still want to = to dispossess what

we want, and in fact all they wanted now is our labour - they were
Just interested in our labour, not interested in our - our well-being
as human beings = that was their = their ountlook,

J.F. And what were the reasons that they did get clear = why did the Man-
delas and the Sisulus and the Mbekis move - the Mandelas and Sisulus
move in the direction of the ANC, and the Lembedis and the Sobukwes
move to the PAC?

D.T. Well, I think it was = I think they read a lot of boolts, left books,
in their liwves, you know, to find out where they were going to go (?7) -
and there came a time, wyou know, when they could come to us and say :
You know, I'm = we - we are beginning to see that the direction we

are taking is not the right one - so we used to say to them : Well,
read more in the books, read more about the books - read the history
book, vou know = political history boolks of the other countries and

so on and find out how these people managed to do this and that and
that and this.

And as time went on they be - they - they came closer - they came
closer to the left, vou know, closer to the left, closer to the left
until they understood exactly what the outlook is - today they are
convineed that the world has changed and the outlook of people has
also changed.

J.F. You've just spoken about yourself with regard to the younger ones, the
Mandelas and Tambos = what about with regard to the older ones, the
¥Xumas and = T'm just wondering what your experience was of being CP
on the ANC NLEC before 1950 - the CP was legal - everyone knew your
position pelitieally, and vet = just what was it like for you - do
vou - just to take it back, do you remember when Gumede went to the....

D.T. To Soviet, ves, 1 remember, yes, and he came back, and after he came
baclk then he was thrown owut, vou know, as chairman of the - president
'Df the ..!i.""":l- & & &

J.F. Why?

D.T. Because of his outlool: = when he came baclk his outlook was completely

changed, vou lmow, and he wanted a new policy in the ANC, and then the
reactionaries (?) chucked him outa....

JE And how did vou feel about:..«.
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And Huma too was the =same thing, vou lmow = I was “uma's secretarvy =
I was Xuma's personal secretary, vou know, and - and alse personal
book = [ mean book-=keeper = secretaryv, book=keeper of the national
executive = now Luma = when we decided at Dloemfontein to launch the
defiance campaim, because people were saving at the conference that :
Look, we will never get voung people into the movement unless we have
a programme of action in which they could be interested - and we felt
that, well, the defiance campaign would be a stepping-stone for that =
for the first time they = they will - thev will be =0 proud to feel
that they are going to jail for = for a struggle, not for stealing =
vou liiow, things of that nature, because in the past, vou know, some
of them were really out of = now we go to break into shops of whites,
yvou know, in the town and =0 on, do all sorts of things, vou know -
dispossess, yvou know, the handbags of the - of the white neople in

the street and so on.

But after the defiance campaign there was a complete transformation

in the outlook of the yvoung people, completely = theyv were going to
jail, wvou lmow = sometimes they were as = as a group = a group of

them, vou Lnow, going to = to take action at some place, yvou know,
where they know that they are going to be arresied - they got arrested,
they o to jail - they go to jail for three years - 1 mean for three
months, two - {wo months and so on - they come back, they feel them-
self now better, they - they = they feel proud that they went to jail
for a strugpgle = that i= how we got the yvoung people into the ANC.

And what were you saving Juma was like - was De....

No, no, juma - when we — we took a decision in BDloemfontein to unfold
the defiance campaign, he was against it - he was then president of
the ANC - he was apgainst it.

Why?

Well, he felt that, well, you know, it means we are going to jail -

it means he'll also be called upon, you know, to Lake - go into action,
and then he'll go to jail, they'll put off (?) - they'll take away

his shoes and in the cement, the cold ecement (Laugh} - well, bhe, you
know = ne was = these conservative chaps and so on, you know, who
didnt't just want to go to jail - he just wanted, you know, demonstrat-
ions and going to see the = the minister and the - or the prime min-
ister in Pretoria and so = those were the type of things they wanted,
demonstrations, reconciliation about this things and that and = well,
they didn't want to pgo to jail - that's why Xuma - that T lnew very
well, that he won't take it - be won't support that motion - and he
lost his seat as president at that conferencr.

Then they elected Dr. Moroka - you must have seen it in tne - in the
history books - J. Moroka - James Morolka was - took over liis.

Was he less conservative, Moroka?

Well, he - he was also no good, I must tell you, but we vanted'tﬂ take
off Xuma, but at least we put on this one - we'll deal with this one
afterwards (Laugh) but lett's first take off this one here - at that
time, vou know, those days, if you want to he a president of the_gﬂc
you must be a doctor, a lawyer or things like that, wvou know - highly
gqualified and things of that nature and so on, so that when Xuma left,
who was also a medical doctor, we took Moroka, a medical doctor too,
but that was the - the order of the day, vou know, those days, but
not today of course - things have changed today, completely changed -
<o Juma was ousted - ja, there was - because he put his motion that
we should not go into action and (........*.....? - that we should

not o into action.
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And then the chairman, who was then the =pealker of the house, they

used to call Liim those dayvs the speaker of the housge, wvou lmow, put
it to the vote.

And how did you work with the Xumas and those = how did you feel -
did you feel, well, vou were going to help for change from within -
for vou..-.

I was elected by the national executive tn - to be Yuna's secretary -
I felt I was doing my = T was doing a service, you lmow - 1 knew that
I did not asgree with him and so on, but T was not serving Xuma - I

was serving the national executive, but T had teo work with Xuma, wyou
know, as bthe president of the ANC - to talie minutes, you know, when -
wherever he speaks, and Itve got to go and type those minutes and
what not = T had a hell of a lot of worlk, don't - 1 couldn't even
sleep at night.

And how did he treat you - was he anti-you kecause you were comm =
were CP, was he anti - was he difficult to work with because of....

It was difficult = it was very difficult to work....
e was anti-you?

Becanse T remember at one time people phoned me, you see - somebody
wanted to speali te me over the phone, and then I'm told he said some-
one - the girl was working there - he s=aid to - on the phone - he's
noet here — and then somebody said : Where's he gone to - he has gone
to see his comrades and =o on (Laugh) - wlen I came back, you know,
this girl who was werking there said : You lmow, this fellow says i
You - yvou are not here, you have gone to see your comrades - so L
understood that's why he knows now (Laugh) that I've gone (?) = now
he lknows where I stand.

So vou weren't open with him - he must have lmown you were Ccp, or did
llﬂ I]ntll--i

Yes, I knew - he Imew that, but he thought he would sway me away from
them, von know - that was his - he felt that in the course of time,

yvou know, I will talke his line.

And what about after the 1950 Suppression of Communism Act = did it
alter vou = von had to then resign, you couldn't - the CP was finished,
<o how did that affect vou personally - you weren't banned or anything?
I was banned.

You were?

1 was banned, ja.

Was it from 19507

Not immediately, but T was banned, I was house arrested.cacessssssss

END OF SIDE TWd.
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J.F. «ee=+ Not immediately = first vou were housec arrested, then you were
banned?
D.T. I was bamed = I was told to = to = to = to resign irom all political

organisations and £o on and I must not attend public meetings and s=o
on = show you something -

JFa Can I have a copy of this?
DT, Yes, yvou can = complete reply to your question.

J.F. Since I have the facts I can concentrate just on more your impressions
and yvour experience, because I can check up the facts in that piece
of paper = so let me just ask, in terms of vour experience as from
19 = 1I'm still unclear because it shows thalt you continued to be act-
ive, because in 1952 vou were part of the defiance campaisn - so in
1950 were vou actually banned or house arrested when the Suppression
of Commmism Act was passed?

D.T. Well, the A - the Communist Party was banned in 1950 - I think the ban
must have come two vears aflter that, you know, when T was actually
banned - or a vear after that.

J.F. But I = in anothar history book I read that you were banned for the
defiance campaim = vou were tried and banned for the defiance camp-
aign in '52, is <chat right?

D.T. No, that's a distortion of history.
J«F. That's why [*,.............] - g0 in 195....
D.T. Just read that thing, it will tell wvou.

) O But it doesn't tell me if you were banned - ik savs vou played a
prominent part in the defiance campaign and you were tried and con-
victed under the Suppression of Commmism Act for your part in the
campaisn - you got a suspended sentence - in 1953 vou got banning
orders?

D.T. That's I"i{-':llt-

Jal. Se then you - then that was the end of your above ground activity and
vou had to only be involved underground from '53, is that right?

U.T. lhen we had liberation = had a book - not a book, a journal.
J.F Did yvour banning order allow you to be the publisher of Liberation?

D.T. Yes, they didn't talie steps against me - they didn't talke steps against
me, because I was doing — because it was & decision that we could be
doing it, you lmow, o as to - to keep people, you know, involved in
the struggle.

J.F. And when = how long did Liberation last before it was banned, or was
it ever banned?

D.Te Liberation was not banned, but in "62 when I left the coumtry I had
to abandon it and leave it with other people there = it seems to me
they didn't comtinue it.

J«F Let me 7o baecli to before the '53 situation when you were operating
openly = I['m so interested to read that you were the secretary off the
- . - - - i . .
meeting of the luma=Dadoo=Naicker pact of 1947 = that meant that you
WEI'2 e s s
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Fiere was the pact of the = of the A7C, L(he "ndian Congress ana so on,
and the Iatal indiagn Congress, and I was secirretary of them - there

was sort of an alliance = they were building an alliance at the time -
then I was secretary of that alliance.

Jf = Dok that's before the congress allianece = it's just the xuma=-
Dadoo. .«

Yes, that is a special pact, you know - they were - they were really
begirning, vou know, to = to come together and work as = as, you know =-
as a unit.

L've read about the pact, but what was it like for you to be involved
in that - there was anti-Indian feeling from the youth league, and

vet vou weire helping to forge an alliance between Africans and Indians-
did zny of the youth league pecple say : Ilow can you be part of that
alliance..a..

%o, they didn't = they = I had told them myv outloolk = T told them
that my outloolk had completely changed now - I told them - I made no
secret about it = I didn't want to go it (?) underground.

But I mean did voun ever - did suvme of the youth league people oppose
that pact?

well, tley thought T was a traitor.

flecause even in Natal when the pact was simed, because of the problem
of Champion and these reactionary forces, even in Inlkundla there were
reports saying that people didn't like the pact and that kind of thing,
and some Africans said : Why were there two Indians and only one Afr-
ican - can you just tell me a bit about that time?

Wwell, T don't know, you see - there werc some reactionaries, you know,
who really felt that - you see, the = at the time, you lmow, there
were quite a number of communists, you imow, in the AIC, even though
they were not in the national executive, but they were in the branches,
yvou know - there were quite a number of commumists in the ANC - now

T remember at some econference, yvou know, a nmotion was put forward by
Lembede, who was president of the - of the youth league, and people
like Champion, to the effect that the commmists should be flushed
out of the ﬁﬁﬁ because thEY have {iitiitltnllillliiililliill'lFli} -
I remember the word they used = the communists had come to make ANC
their plaveround, so they must get out of the ANC.

That motion was put into - into - to the people to vote for - it was
tabled, that motion, at the conference, and they were deflfeated - they

were defeated - people felt that now these ancient things - we cantt
do such things now, these davs now - people felt that those are old
things, we can't = so the motion was defeated - that's how they threw

out Champion out of the - out of Watal, in the leadership of Natal,
and his place was talken by Lutuli, and Lutuli was quite a progressive
Mar «

What — there's one criticism of the alliance between the Indians and
the Africans or even the congress alliance that IT....

You mean now?

Ja, it comes now - it even came then, that T wonder if you could add-
ress, is the people said : Well, it's fine for the leaders to get to-
gether, for Dadoo and {uma, or for Lutuli and L aiclker bo be together,
or for lte; Septemher to be together with landela, bt what about the
people at the grassroots level.
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J.F. I think even todav in UDM structures there're some people who say that
the non=racialism that eaxists, it's being Forged at leadership level,
but what aboout on a grassroots level = how do you respond to that?

D.T. well, wvou kmow, as I sayv, these things, vou lnow, are o development
of a people = how people develop and =0 on, and in order to - to =
to make people wmderstand, you know, what yvour direction is, you have
ot to politicise them - yvou can't say the people say this and there-

fore we are going te abandon what we are doing - yvou show them the
direction, wvou politicise them, youn educate them - yvou educate them
to = to make them wnderstand that we are taking this direction be-

cause of this and that and that and that and that - you put forward
the circumstances to them of - of your direction, and as a result
there avre very few people today who = who = who want to [ight against
the alliance.

I dﬂﬂlt ]mi]“" i'.'"l Eﬂuth: .A.f‘riﬂﬂ - {itt-idt--t} it"t Sﬂuth J!.If._ri':n-] bl..'l_t- 2vVen
there I don't think so - COSATU, UDF, those are our babies....

J.F. I'm not saving theyvire fighting against them - these are UDF people
who would sav ¢ We have to build more non-racialism at grassroots
level = that it'=s not enough to have it at the higher structures -
I'm just wondering, did you see grassroobts African people saying :
We support the luma=-Dadoo-Naicker pact?

D.T. Not those days, no.
J.Fe S0 it was leadership only....

D.T, Not those dayves - T mean people had not sufficiently developed then -
yvou see, the ANC made a mistake at the - the foundation was wrong -
the foundation was that it was too much focus on the white people -
white people are oppressing us, they have talten our land and so on
and =zo forth = and even PAC, you know - when PAC came into power = 1
mean when' they - thev pulled out of the AIC, it was on the question
of this, you lknow, people = white people toolk our land and =0 on -
they started saying it's a question of land and =zo on.

They came out - they left the ANC because the ANC South Africa be-
longs to all of us, black and white, and they - they were fighting
against that - they say it doesn't, it - it?'s - it's a black man's
country - says no - our - our direction and our philosophy now is

that South Africa belongs to all of us, black and white, and that we
can stay together and build together in this country as human beings -
and then they pulled out - they = you remember UAC nulled out of the
ANC because of that, and we defended, you lmow - we deflended the ques -
it was the Treedom Charter that we defended, and they didn't want -
they wanted that clause to be deleted (?) that South Africa belongs

to us, black and white, and we refused to do so, and they pualled out -
of course they built up their own organisation and so on.

So that vou can =ee there has always been a - yvou lmow, a - a tug of
war in the movement - people thinking this way and the other thinking
that wav, and in the = at the end of the day I mean we = we have come
out to have been correct in what our policy was.

Jafs And cen vou tell me (Intevruption) - I was only kicked out in 185.

D.T. 2id yon spealk to them?

J. Ja, I spoke to Billy Hair, Marphy Morobe, Dorothy Myembe, Archie Gum=-
ede, all those kinde of people.

D.T. Are they putting forward the — the same line that 1'm putting to you?
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100 percent the same line, but Billy Mair wasnt®'t in the same exact
position, he was in Watal - Murphy Morcbe wasn't bormn vet, that kind
of thing, so L' m trying to trace the development from the '20s and
308 through the "8us, because yvou could say non-racialism really
sot lorged = you had some non-racialism with liberals even in the
19th. century, 3hriner, Jalabu, but the real true progressive non-
racialism came with the trade mmions and the Cr and the ANC and
SACTU, so that's what I'm trying to develop.

Ja, that's good.
b= s TP

Thatts good - 1 thinl vou are doing a good worlk - we'll see your boolk
when it comes out = will you give me a copy?

Yes - do vou have copies of Liberation still?

Liberation, no - ['ve got a - we have got copies in London.

In Lendon where, at thic....

You must get in toueh with Brian Bunting - he has got some copies there.
iie has everything, I think.

llave vou seen one of the copies?

No, I saw Brian Lunting and he showed me all the catalogue, but I was
going to - 1'm coming in June and in Jume I1'11 arrange to see the
material - I couldn't do everything at once, but I saw that be bad it.
ITt's a pity we couldn't continue with it = it was really a very inter-
esting magazine, that - very, very interesting, because all and sundry
used to come then, make their own, you lknow, contributions to the - to
the journal, and then we used to - we had a committee of about three

to edit, wvou lmow, all the paper and things (?) - articles that were
coming in and so on - of course = then of course under very awkward

conditions becaunse we were banned - we didn't - we didn't bhave, you
know, all the - the lacilities of moving out, you know, to go and in -
investigate this and that and that, or even to - to find out whether

what we (?) were saying is correct and =0 on = (..........) let's
carry on.

We were receiving de - statements, speeches and what not from people
outside who were not banned and so on, and we had to go through them,
and it was a servieceable journal to the people = really very service-
able - they used to understand what has been going on bﬂﬂﬂuEE! you
ses, it was as il - it's (?) the state of emergency, pecople didn't
know what was going on and so on, and the people are afraid to talk -
after the CP was banned and the ANC was banned, people were afraid to
talk, and they though that each time you talk you'll be talking_tu a -
an enemy and so on, so they used to now tall: in the [Liberation jour-
nal - sayv their views there.

and when vou sav all and sundry, did yvou only have ANC peonple writing
in the journal, in the Liberation?

No, we had CpP people tno - there's a chap we had there, Michael Har-

mel - do you know him - he was in the - in the journal too - he was a
member of the directorate in the journal - lMike Harmel, you knpw - he
died in = T saw him now two days - two vears - two months ago I was in

Czechoslovakia = I went to see hieg - his tombstone.
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But he wrote as Larumo....

Who?

He wrote under another name, Larumo.

Ja, Larumo.

But was ¢hat only outeide he used that name?
Ja.

50 when = on the Liberation who else did vou work with - vou were the
editor or the publisher - what was your position?

Publisher and editor.

And who else....

Malkka = Mandela wns also there.

In what capacity?

He was also, vou lmow - he was als - he was in the directorate, but
we can't sayv that today = don't say about = wvon take it with von -
becaunse, you know, it can prejudice his position there, because =o
Far we have never said Mandela was in the Liberation, you know =
we've never said = I'm telling you becaunse vou are my friend and I
{Laughj - please don't use {? it.

So who can you say publiecly was in Liberation?

Well, there was a chap who's now died, and that is Jack Hodgson....
Ja, I interviewed itita.

Jack Hodgson was also in the directoraie.

If I can go back apgain to the earlier vears - you were on the South
African Peace Council - vou were vice president of the Peace Council,
i=s that correct, or were you involved with the Peace Council?

Yes, I was involved with the Peace - T don't think I was - I was any -
I had any position there - T'm not too sure - it's only now that I -

T'm one of the vice presidents of the lPeace Council.

Uh, now - and in those days were Lthere a loft of COD people working on
the Peace Council?

Yes.

How did vou find worlking with those COD people - did yvou feel that all
white South Africans had potential, or did yvou feel that the Liberal
Party tvpes were those vou couldn't work with = how did you differ-
entiate between the white South Africans?

In the Peace Council?

Yes, jnst generallv in terms of white South Africans in the struggle -
you had those involved in COD, you had those invelved in the Liberal
Pariy, and then vou had Nats (..+e+4..) and that kind of thing - did
vou have contact with a range of whites or was it....
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Yes, we did - our mission was, you know, these people are working for
COD and working for other organisations - our misszion was, vou know,
to show them the - the direction of - of - of a Tutare South Africa,
and they must see it in the same way as we sce it - we were trving
to do that, but of ecourse when you tallt to people they have their
own arguments too, you know - for instancec, some of them will tell
vou that : Yes, we agree with you, but then we don't think we - we
are going to allow, vou lnmow, a South African soecialist - socialist
country - we won't be able to - don't wani a socialist comtry in
south Africa, but otherwise we can stayv together, vou know, as human
beings and so on withouwut socialism.

It = it'=s like these fellows of the = of the PFP = they say to us :
Look, we don't - we don't want apartheid, don't want it at all and so
on, and if we et into power we'll see to it that it's eliminated,

but then at the same time we don't want soecialism - we don't want
socialism but we wanit to stay together, voua know, a=s - as white and
black and so on, and all facilities, wvou knmow, in education - in all

spheres of life, vou lknow, we have equal opportunities and so on, but
we don'™t want to introduce socialism.

Now we have never told them that we want to introduce socialism in
south Africa - we've never said so = this = the right stage (?} has
not vet come - we - we understand that stage has not vet come - welve
just told them that we want to eliminate apartheid, but they want us
to know where they stand = then we say : "ow what kind of constitution
de vou want = then they say : We want a - what do they ecall this type
of eonstitution now = is it parallel - what is it = no, it's not para-
llel development, that's as.e.

Federal?

No, not parallel - Federal, ves = fedcral - they say they want a fed-
eral constitution and whieh, you know, thisz Tederation and then this
portion will be for the whites and this - youn lnmow, that type of

thing, vou lmow, lederal type of - we don't want to argue with them
as far as that is concerned, because the time is not yet ripe for
that, vou lnow — ithat is their point of view - we take it as their

point of view and we leave it as such, and we don't even think we
should politicise them on that - L dent't thinli 2o - leave them as
they are.

This fellow was here now the other {ia}" i1t bEliatVz2 between WO and me
take it off record please (Tape off)

I guess yhat T didn't aslk yow was about yvour trade union activity,
because first vou went inte the trade wnions in the 'Jus, you - it's
just interesting thal with your background - your father was a min-
ieter and you were a teacher - you could've gome into a petty bourg-
EﬂiE-— "R

I had to - to abandon the teaching profession - I went to - I went to
the Wits to go and study with jourmalism that time - journalism and -
and accounting - I was doing them part time - we used to go to work,
yvou know, and then in the evening and afternocons T go to the - to
Wits to mo and study journalism and accounting.

And what work were you doing in the morning - were you working....

I was working {or the trade union movement.

so you went from being a teacher to being an organiser?

Jas.
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And why did vou give up teaching = that could have been gquite a com-
fortable life for wvou?

No, it didntt - it didn't impress me at all, yvou know = I was not
really impre=ssed.

Why?

It was too, vou know - T don't know how to pnt it, vou know - it didn't
impress me at all = I lmew that, you lmow, Lo = to = to impart know-
ledge to other people is a very important thing - I knew that very
well, but T was a bit greedy to know more than that, more than just
teaching - very greedy because, vou know, T nsed to attend meetings,
you know, of these chaps and hear them speak at the platform and so

on, speaking about changes = changed world, vou know, about apartheid
and so on, and I felt that what the hell am I doing here wasting my
time .

And why the working class, why the trade wmion movement - what att-
racted you to go into the trade unions?

Well, T had some friends, you know, who were trade unionists then -
somebody like J.B, }Marks, somebody like Gana Makabeni - those were
very great trade wnionists, and of course they - they persuaded me
to come to the trade mmion movement.

vid vou have any contaet with any white trade mmionists or non=-African?

Yes, oolly Sachs - many of them, wvou know - 5o0olly Sachs and - and
many others in the Transvaal, you know = some of them are dead now.

Did thﬂ‘}’-q —_—

Those T acquired after some time, you know, but I first of all got in
contact with African trade unionists - then in the cowurse of time, vou
know, they introduced me to Solly Sachs and many other Ctrade unionists,
white trade unionists and so on, but some of them were very reaction-
ary, vou lknow, absolutely reactionary - vyou !mow, they - they = that
is why we {formed, vou know, the = the - the Council of non-European
Trade imions, because in the first place, vou know, in the past we
were affiliated to the Trades and Labour Council = Trades and Labour
Coumecil was a council they - they pretended not to be - to have any
colour bar, but the structure of the Trades and Labour Cowmicil their
congtitution wans such that African trade mions conld never, never
make any imwnact in them, vou know, because it was a question of a

card (?) vote.

How many members have voun got - when they vote, yvou know, said : llow

many members have voun got and so on - and they were always, you know =
because they had stop orders and African trade unions had no stop
order until it was = until they were recognised - becaunse when we

joined the trade union movement the African trade wmions, you know,
were not recosnised by the government - vou couldn't go and - and
talk to the bosses, vou know, with awvthority and so on - they could

chase vou out, they couid = yvou (?) couldn't do anything because
Africans were illegal - African trade unions were then illegal, let
me put it bluntly - they were then illegal - they were not recogmised

by the government, o voun can see the imbalance there.

So that is = we then felt that, you know, well, in order to exert
ourselves as = as »n body we should then build up, you know, non-
curopean Trade Union Cowmncil, and then organise the wnorganised, sce
that Africans are organi - because those chaps were not prepared, you
know - they = the white trade unionists, they were not prepared to

organise Africans = not interested in organising Africans.



D, TLOOME. PAGE 20.

D.T.

Jq.l:-i-

D.T.

D.T,

JIFII

D.T.

So we had to do it, and the only way we conld do it i= to buaild up
another trade union cowuncil of non-whites, and successfully we = we -
we set onrselves the task of first organising the mineworkers as -

as the target, vou know, as the priority, and we did so - organised
the mineworkers = theyv formed a trade union - J.B3. Marks became pres-—
ident of the mineworkers and seo on, and he was also president of the
Council of non-Luropean Trade Unions and so on, and successfully in
1946 we stage a - a - a strike of the miners, and the whole thing

started ball-=rolling, you know = snowballing>, snowballing now = snow-
balling and so on.

Then the - the white trade unions began to understand that umless we
ally ourselves with these chaps here we are going to, vou know - we'll
phase out = we'll phase out of the - of the struggle - because we
were not = we're not racials, yvou know = we're not racial - we say :
No, can = anvbody can come in - but it was a Council of non=-European
Trade Unions - we wanted to impress the non-whites that they should
build themsgelves up and not rely on = on the = those fellows there
and s0 0N

And after the mine strike the trade union movement = the Council of
non-Luropean Trade Unions was absolutely, it was held very high in
esteem, yvou know, because of the mine strilte - we - we were behind
the mine striike of 1943.

T

46, ves - and then came an idea - the idea was : Look, we feel that
we cannot (?) - some trade uniens, youn lmow, came out and said : Wo,
we can no longer be with this = the Trades and Labour Council - be-
cause there's too much colour bar there and so on, so let's build up
a - our - a orgpanisation of trade unions federal body which is going
to include all members of - of the commumity, black and white and so
on - that is how we decided to (.......) South African Congress of
Trade inions - we then dissolved = the non [rades Councils was diss-
olved, and we build up SACTU, South African Counmecil of Trade Unions
and, vou know, all the black - white trade unionists came there and
then joined - you know, the progressive ones.

And we wont on and the sovernment could see that the - the South
African Trades and Labour = I mean the Cowiecil of = the SACTU was
becoming popular - then they jailed the leaders, banned them and all
sorts of things and =0 on, and it could not function inside the coun-
try - that is why it had to come outside the country to develop there,
SACTU.

Did yvon have a executive position in SACTU?

I was banned at the time, T couldn't = even at the conference 1 was
not there (?) because I was not allowed to atitend any public meetings,
any public conferences at the time, so - et mderground we formed
the (?) - we used to meet at night, you lmow, and - you know, made

all the arrangements how it should be formed and so on, and then

those who were not banned, you know, they continued with the work.

Did youn feel that = yvou nearly were elected the oG of the ANC in 1949,
and then Sisulu got the position.

By one vote.
Why do vou think that was?

Wwell, it was his luck, I think.
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Do vou think it had anything to do with the fact that youo were C¢¥ -
do vov think there was prejudice?

Mavbe - mavbe, I don't know, but I - I thouzht I Dhad mobilised very
well, you lnow, for my 30 (?) days (from my treasury davs )(?) - I
thought I'd mobilised very well, but =seems to me the other lorces,
vou know, were up by one vote = did vou Imow that = that T missed it
by one vote?

I just lknew it was narryow = I didnt't know it was by one vote.
What = what have vod got there in your....

Just narrowly defeated.

No, by one wvote,

I'm just wondering if you found that there was prejudice against vou
being CP, or whether ZC members accepted C as members but didn't
want them to hoeld office - just what that experience was of - if -
J.B. Marks, for example, was a leader, but him being CP there were
some AVC people who didn't want him holding office - was that a handi-
cap for yvou or did you have to just let pecople see that you were 0.K.
despite being CI'?

Personally I don't thinlk it had anythin;; to do with the gques - the
fact that I was in the CP - I don't thinl: it had anything to do with
it = it's just that that man was lucky, he - he won the vote by one -
he = he = he got - 1 lost it by one vote.

But aside {rom that eleection, just generallv in the....

Personally T mean personal contact was - has alwayvs been as usual -
there was no animositv whatsoever.

Dut I mean, for example, with J.B. Marks and with others, did you
think there were some ANC members who accepted the CIPP as members but
didn't want them to hold office?

Wwell, there was a bit of prejudice there - they felt that - becausec
they uszed to say = they used to say a lot about foreipgpn ideology,

and we didn't taite much notice of that - we Telt that it's a quest-
ion of development, youn know - they always used to =ay, you know,
foreim ideo - for instance, when J.DB. pgot up to speak at the plat-
form, then the crowd would say, in a conference : Moscow, Moscow,
(Laugh) Moscow and - and things of that nature - that of course,
well, we thousht it's all in - it's - there was no animosity about
it, but they were just mocking him that hel's a Moscow man - he didn't
bother (?) =o much - itts not something that we can write about.

Decause theres were attempts to challenge larks's election to ANC
Transvaal president in 19350 = do vou think that tlat was more of the
liberal African nationalist view, that they didn't want him?

nNo, those were reactionaries, you know, actually reactionaries of the
ANC and those who didn't want J.B., to come in as president - those
were actually reactionaries - reactionary = because T mean all the

way - T mean in all Dl"f;ﬂi'liﬂﬂt-il:lﬂﬁ E-Hr{-_':l}" oL must mow there are re-
actionaries - people are very reactionary - and in our country it's
more so, all the more so because of this racial question - racial

gquestion, vou know, clouds, you know, the real things that have to
be done = the thinking, too, becomes cloudad.
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Do von think that your position in yvour experience was different

from a white Ci¢ member, or an Indian or a Coloured CI° member - I'm
Just interested to lnow = the CP in South Africa did start with

white working class ana there was the change - there was the mnmder-
standing of the native republic, as it was called then, and I under-
stand the histowvy, Dut I've never - I've rarely interviewed someone
who was an African CP member who happened to be African and happened
to be CI’y and I wonder if it was more of a difficult road because of
the fact that there were Africans who were szo pro-natioenalist who
might have thought why are vou mixing with these whites, and why are
vou listening to lectures about the Soviet Union - I'm just wondering
in terms of your experieince if you think it was different - did von
ever spealkk to someone like Bunting and feel that his experience was
different because he was white, because mavbe there was less prejudice
in some ways.

1 spolke to quite = I mean to a lot of white commmists in the past
before I even joined = T mean I used to = thev used to invite me to
their bouses, they usged to invite me to parties, you know, and so on,
and in the course of our activities there we used to sit down and
discus=s, you know, the situnation and =0 on - but [ don't want to -
to praise myself but T - I've never had an instinct of, you know,
anti=-whitism - ['ve never had it in my life uap till (?5 = but I
think that i= because, vou lknow, in my home mv father used to be
visited by white ministers and =o on and - and of course at the time
then T = I thougrht, well, it's = it's ju=st, wvou know, things of the =
of the clergymen and =o on.

But then I - I felt that if - if my father could speak to white cler-
gymen and so on, then the issue is not the white man - the issue is,
you lmow, what - what life we want in our country and so - what type
of country we want - that has always been uppermost in my mind - and
when T met some of these people, Bunting and so on, T really felt
that they were people who were fighting for a new world, and 1 have
alwaves thought of myvself being one of them one day - be part of those
people who are fighting for a new world - I've always thought of that,
but I thoursht I should talie time.

T ehould study and I = I should make sure that when I take a step T -
I am not going to resret for what T've done - and that is why I was
studving, vou lknow, in - in - in - and doing =o, but - but T found T
was acceptable (7} - I found that T was acceptable (?)

T was also asking like, for example, Dunting — his father was in the
CP - there was a history where the - perhaps = did you ever think
that it was easier or more natural for whites or Indians to be in-
volved in the CP - for example, if wvou were in Durban in the 'Los
there was Dadoo and there were so many Indians - if you were an Iﬂ-
dian person who had talten that road - T don't know if Indians would
have shouted Moscow at a meeting, even in a joking way, bDecause -
I'm just wondering il vou think there's - 1 won't he?_Labuur the point
but if youn think there was anyvthing that made il a bit mnre‘ﬂrf a
difficult road Tor someone like Kotane o1 llarks = being African in
that early time and trying to be CP?

The interesting thing about it is that despite the fact that that thoy
were [?} members of ¢, when it came to voting, you know, for members
of the national executive, thev were voted [or by some of thﬁse people,

[ e 1t Rt s Tax N W (i o thep, - of cpurse
even those who were saying ”nscugrhéﬁf?ﬁ?“ ;TI:){ELSHE Eneﬁﬂl'nt know “How g0
it was always a, Yyou lkknow, sSecre . ’

hat th were nccepted and they
and =0 and =o vote (7)) but the fac that Ijﬂ‘_l.-"} ez El‘lﬂWEltth- nd theYons

. VErtE-.’E }.““ 'I,__n_-.nw, e t’c]E - & om @ m B E K E E P . ) - .hu_t.
::I:;J‘f:ﬁg':lt t]m:: ttiev were honest, except that of their ideology,
i 3 > - 3

g ¢t they were
= = & ."-..1-11-}';';:3.1 L]E'[}]__}]_E!, :fﬂl.l lil]n".\'r, th‘l‘.} Fﬂ]’-t t]"IEIL : r
as pPersons, As ge ML= tnet the - arainst the evils o
vou know, they =- they meant to fight agains -
L “ 8 r

south Africa-
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They were convinced about that, except they = they only wanted them
to throw away ithis ideology - I - I don't lknow - I don't know whether
I'm = I = 1'm successfully putting my = my = my point home.

No, I understand that = let me....

You see, people can call yvou all sorts of things but still wvote for
you - they can =till wvote for you, and having called you =20 many
things they still vote for you, because they think that you are an
honest man, you work for the movement, becawnse they judge you by wvour
activities in the movement, what - although they know that you are a
CP member they said : What - what have yvou done and - and some of us,
vou know, had put all our life into the struggles of the people, vou
know.

We used to go to their homes in the evening - sometimes we even go
and speak about guarrels in the - in the families and so on - when
people are quarrelling, and you start reconciling them and things of
that nature, you know - people think well, he's a good man.

You were on the joint planning council of 1951 for the defiance camp-
aign?

Yes.

Was that mainly Africans or only Africans?
What?

Defiance campaign?

No, it was for evervbody, white, black - white and black - all = all -
all T mean races were - were allowed to, you know, go into the def -
defiance campaign = in fact they did come - the whites came and - and,
you know, they - some whites came and defied - Indians came in and
defied, you know - quite a number of people came to defy.

And tell me, in terms of people'!s perspective there were those who had
the African nationalist view - did vyou ever remember trying to speak

to them - if somebody had said to you in the "408 and '50s : Look,

this is Africa = African nationalism is what we support - how did you
counter that - they weren't being hostile in saying communism was a
foreign ideology, but they just wvery innocently said : Well, why aren't

you just simply a national....

No, some of them used to put it in their conferences, you know - for-
eign ideology, they used to put it, you know, when - when there's a
motion that is being debated for, you know, they used to put it - well,
this is foreign ideology, we — we are nationalists here and these -
these people took away our land, you know - that was the type of app-
roach and that - well (?) - then we - we wounld get up, you know, and
say : No, that is not the issue, we = you can't address the issue to
the question of racialism because then you miss the whole thing - the
issue is this and that and that and that - and in that way we are able

to sway the people, you know.

Those who were intelligent enough to understand, sway the people that
first of all we say : You can't take the white man and throw him in?u
the sea, he has - he has come to stay in South Africa, he was born in
South Africa, and you can't chase him away - he's not - they are not

colonialists at that time who - who....

They're not what?
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Coloniali=ts ol that type (?) where thev can be = take and say (?) go
back to wvouor land in bngland and =0 on = these are not that type of
colonialiste = they will =tay with them = thev were born here, some

of them, and we will have to stay with them here - peonle got to
understand it - even today, you know, if 3on talk to people that, well,
we think the white people should go when we take our independence,
they smile, they laugh at you = they Lthink that you must be mad.

Gut didn't Llotane make a Famous statement where he =aid : I'™m a nat-
ionalist first....

First, and then, Jjoa....
sesse and then a communist.

L think he was angry - angry - he must - you know, there was a time
when = wvoun see, to be frank with you, vou go into these meetings as an
Afriean, and youn o inteo - especially in the CP? - people who are highly
educated - zome of them are professors there = this and that and that
and that - and yvour level is not their level, vou know = when they -
when von tallk to them and 2o on - and then Kotane used to have a leel-=
ing that well, evervthing that he savs they have suppressed because
they think he's not hirghly educated, von =s=eo, and then of couarse 1in
anger he would =av : Well, first of 2l1 T'm an African and so on.

who was suppressed, the white C¥F people?

Ho, I = T'm saying =0 is that, vou know, he had that wealmess of think-
ing that if they oppose a proposition that he has put forward they are-
thevive opposed it becanse he's an African.

if the white CP would oppose?

Ja, because, you know, he had that - I cdon't lnow how to put it in
English, vou know, the - something that haunted him in his mind as far
as the intellectual capacity is concerned - he was very much worried
by that, von sce, becanse he's a man = von imow his history = he came
there, he didn't lnmow how to read and write - he attended CP school -
they taught him how to read and write, they taught him English, they
taught him this and that and they taught (?) him this and that and
that - he attended night school until finally he became secretary of
the = of the Communmist Partyv.

And vou can sece a man who (sssssessssas) from that time - T mean from

)

that level becoming the future secretary of the Communist Party - I
think he still had those illusions, voun know, of thinking that people
don't respect bim because he — 1 don't know —= perhaps I = it's too
much of a epeculation saving (?) that (Laugh)

Did you never have that - you never....

i+ QP

tess Felt the whites were = had some lingering racism that they thought
African waS....

No, L think it's because I was too stubborn and = T was too stubborn
and, vou know, when T - T put my point of view 1 didn't care a damn
what = who the next man is and wkat he's going to say - I never changed
my views.



D, TLOOME., PAGE 25.

b.T.

J.F.

el

HJ ‘i"".

DT,

J L F.

D.T.

taech time I*ve put forward my proposgition, whetheir people can tear

it inte pieces, T never change my views - when it comes to a vote T
vote for it = now some people don't do that, yon see = they re = thev
retreat - onece vou see that ne, the - the whole - the whole thing -
racket ('J’J is against bhim, then he retreats, and I never used to re-
treat = T used to tell them that : Well, even if T'm defeated, T'11

know that it's not the last time that I'm bein; defeated - T'm =till
going to be defeated again = so some people were veryv, very much =

they felt that I - T unged to fight for my point of view, and never
retreated even when I was defeated;, and that oes a long way, you know =
it goes a long way - vyou can't be compromiszing with people all the time.

dut von didn't agree with Kotane that vou would be a nationalist first
and a commmist second = would vou never be = sav yvou're not a nat-
ionalist?

We used to fight, wvou lnow = we used to fisht with Kotane, and then he
used to tell me that : Look, this is how T feel about it, and yvou don't
come and tell me and teach me what to sav = and then I gave up.

S50 [for vou vou would never say : 1'm a nationalist?

No, nmo, it never came into my mind.

Do youa think nationalism iz = what i1s vour objection to nationalism?

Now look, to be {franlk to you, in the [irst place 1 had this background

of being the son ol a clergyman, and the principles of = of - of re-
ligion i that we are all, vou know, children of God = we are all
equal in the bhigh = in the ecye = in the cves of God - and it doesn't

matter whether a person is white or black or ne's thies and that,
thevire all children of God and so we are equal insofar as life is
concerned - that ol course was the approach, vou kmow, of = of relig-
ious people, but it had some meaning, von mow, with me = I = I felt
that it had some meaning that we are all children of God and so on.

Like L.I.. used to alwavs =av that - we are all children of God and so

on - it had some meaning in me - but then T felt, veou know, in a later -
at a later stape I Telt that it has some meaning but it's umscient-
ific = you = yvou must go very deeper into it and - and wunderstand

what it means - if wvoun say we are all the same, we are son of God,

we are cqual in - religiously we are equal and so on, it's not enough -
you mast = youn must o into the scientific approach of it - then you
will find out, you'll be able to - to - to get exactly what it means

to be equal in the - in the eyes of - of life.

LD OF SIDE UNE.
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And once you start - vou et uap and say ¢ I don't want the whites, I
don't want the Indiane = it's not nationalism, it?'s racialism, and 1
didn't want to g o to that level of racialism - I didn't want to go to
that level - 1 felt that no, they - vou =ce - look, the world is
changing, the ontlool: of people is changing today = now if = if = if
voilu = if = if I can get up today and say : Mo, I don't think I want

the white people to worlk with me = I think people will laugihh at me -
thev'1ll think that T - T'm backward - T don't know wiat I'm talking
about, beecause the world has changed.

You look what is happening today in South Afrieca, to show vou that

the worid is echanging, and even the ontlooi: nf pecople has changed -
look what is happening - young people age of 15, 1L throwing stones
and so on, and they know why they are throwing those stones because
their outlook ha=s changed completely from what they were in the past -
o how ean anyvbody, you know, think that T don't want Indians, T don't
want whites, I don't want - it really shows that you are not yet de-
veloped - that's what it means, and I didn't want te go to that ex-
tent with that baclkrround of = of = religion of background that we

are ali the children of God, that backgrommd - it never impressed me
but I thought it had - there was some substance in it, even though it
was misdirected.

That's quite a good answer — I think it's wvery helpful.

You ithink so = perhaps I - didn't I go out of the way to say irrele-
vant things?

No - 1 just wanted to ask a bit more on theory - do vou think that -
I'm asking all these questions about non-racialism - do you think that
non-racialism ig an important topiec - do vou think it's a central
topie or more of a peripheral topic - do youn think that it's something

that's worth probing inte - this whole - if 1 sayv non-racialism, I'd
like to ask vou about it, do wou think ag, buat that?'s not really cen-
tral or do vou think ves, that's central to the ANC's ideolopgy = how

do vou feel about non-racialism?

Well, I don't know, vou see = my = my concepi of non-racialism is
gunite different f{rom what people think about - people think about non-
racialism and racialism as being, you lmow, an issne between, as we
call it in South Africa, white and black and =o on, but that is not
my approach = my approach is that this whole t(hing means, you know,
colonial oppression of people - it means a question ol profits - ex-
pleitation of those who are = who are not privileged in the country,
and that brings abount Lthat whole gquestion of non-racialism and rac-
ialism and o0 on.

The real question there is profit - profit motive - expln@tatiﬂn of -
of eheap labour - that's what it means - jt's not a question of col-
sur - it's nothins to do with colour - it i= the motive, vou know,

the eeonomic motive of it which one should take into account - once
von mmderstand that then the question ol - penople tallk about racism
and so on, it doesn't = I'm not so much hothered abont it, 1'm both-
ered about the motive of it.

50 vou think that non-racialism fits into the internal colonialism
thesis?

Yes, ves, that's where it starts from.

Lxplain that a bit?
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T say that's where it starts from = it = it starts Tfrom the - =shall 1
put it now = colonialism - what was ithe moiive of colonialism, colon-
iging other people = it was to exploit them, isn't it, to = to = to
make them = you take the slavery, the = what was the motive of salav-
ery in the past - ancient history - what was the question of slavery -
what was the motive of taking Indians or Chinesec in - to come and

work in South Africa historically = it was the profit motive bringing
them there and =0 on.

It was not a question of well, they are = thwey have ccme to work there
because they are Chinese and =0 on - they're not whites and so on -
it was a question of profit - they bhad - they knew their jobs - they
knew certain occupations and so on which theyv could do, and then they
knew that when theyv came here they wersz goings to be exploited = they
knew that T mean here the people = 1T mean in South Africa they're
going to be exploited - they are not going to get the same wage that
they could get in - in their homes where thev are, but as Tar as
south Africa was concerned the - the profit motive, vou know, was =
was quite acceptied, voun know, in South Afrieca that they = they wculd
et profit out of these people and so on.

50 on it went on - so on it went on and =0 on - wveu talie today The
question of the mineworkers in South Africa - now the wine - mine -
the mineworkers in South Africa, the black mineworliers have always -
they were not allowed to do skilled worl: in South Africa (?) all
these vears l,:...-..-..-.:," mitil, yvou lnow, thev were recogmised by law
and thev counld have their own trade umion —= they could bargain with
employvers and so on - then they started recognising them - they started
feelin; that well, you have got to pay a man or what he is worth -
not because his colour is this and that = they couldn't do otherwise
because they = they couldn't do without that labour - it had to be -
that lLabour had to be there.

Now a rew element has come inte it - tlhat eclement is that the idea of
people coming from the Transkai, from all over - they leave their
family there snd come and work on the mines - must be abolished - if
vou want labour Irom any country people slhowold come with their fam-
ilies and =0 on = theyv ecan't be going in and out, backwards and for-
wards, vou know, to see their families in the Transkai - they're
working in the gold mines in South Africao and so on.

CUSATU sayve now that = that = that process must be completely des-
troyed - if you take a man you take him with his familizs in South
Africa, and so there's no travelling, you imow, in and out and so on -
=0 these are changses which some people never thought they would come
about, you know - there's a (?) - how shall I put it now - transform-
ations in the lawz ol the - in South Africa - the labour laws of the
South Afirica never wanted a person, you lknow, to come and stay there
with his family and so - especially black ones, you lmow.

But today they have no alternative - they either accept that - that
position that was put by the wmmion, or do withovt labeour, without
black labour, and which they can't = thcy can't do without black
labour = that is one thing they cannot do = in the first place there
isn't sufficient people in South Africa, blaclk people, who are pre-
pared to go to the mines - they're not pirrepared to go there - South
African blacks, vyon know, most of them are urbanised, and they don't
want tn go to the mines, you lknow - they want skilled work and so on.
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D.T. But 417 there can be provision in Sowuth Africa where Africans are ali-
nwad to do skilled works, I think even in Souath Afrieca thev'll get
guite a lot of labour to go to the mines "ecanse they'll be allowed

to do skilled works - but at the moment, »on see, F5outh Africans in
South Africa ave not = don't want to o o Lthe mines because they are
not allowed to do skilled works - thev =av (?) to hell with vou - we

are not going there if we are not allowed to do skilled work - becau=se
skilled work, as you know, in South Africa is preserved for - for
whites only = Africans are not allowed to do skilled work.

But the openings, von lknow - there is transformation - there is a
change, voun know, in the = in the laws, and there'=s a change in the
outlook of people - even the mines are beginmming to see that just now

there will come a time when they will not et labour f{iom other coun-
tries - at the moment they get labour [rom Swaziland, Dotswana and

s on and = but there will come a time when that labour will come to

a standstill, and they will have to rely on labour in South Africa,

but that labour will not he able to give them satisfactory work wun-
less it iz allowed to do skilled work - 1 hope I'm - I'm going out of -
i can =ay T'm going out of the way now (Laugh)

Let me - IT'm interested in - initially what von said T think was an-
sworing my question is the theory of non-racialism and how it relates
to the ANC's ideolioyvy - the idea - for e-wample, is there such a thing
ag a four nations thesis?

D.T. Four what?

Jels Four nations = that vou have Indians, Colonreds, Africans and whites?

DT N

J.F. Decause when the Transvaal Indian Conpgress was revived in 1931, '82,
then von'd have articles written by people in South Africa saying ;

We oppose the four natims thesis - vou mustn't bave a separate or-
ranisation of TIC oi* MICas.ee.

D.T. T = T wouldn't call it four nations = I thinlt it - it*s four racial
groups, not nations at all - a nation i=s a Jdifferent thing altomether -
vou know, to build up a nation wou - you - if you talk of a nation

vou are talking of something very, very diflerent.

J .. T guess what it is i= the ANC says it's non=racial = then why do von
have a special orzanisation for Indians cailad the MIC or the TIC -
why do you have a sneecial organisation of Coloureds - why do vou have
a special aorganisation Tor whites like JODAC....

D.T. In the past.
JaF Lven now in the present you have the NIC, youa have JCDAC - from Moro-—

coro until 1985 there were no-one but Africans on the WEC, so I'm
saving how do vou explain toe me how does that square with non-racialism?

D.T. Weil, racialism has always been there insofal” aSes ss
J.1 With non-raciali=sm?
D.T. Yon, ja, non - it has always been there - even amongst our people it

has always beon there....

J s F. WHicils =« o »
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D.T. Racialism - Africans - we've (?) some Indians whe Teel they can't
work with Africans and Africans thinking that they can't work with
Indians [.......,.} - it has always been there - bnt ibk's a matter

of = of education, it's a matter of political development that wvon
must teach people that this does nmot worik at all - it doesn't help
thcm in any wav - that is what people have ot to be taught about =
they are wasting their time, you know = vou are wasting = you thinl
L'm goings to waste my time about racialism, Cailking about whites =
that & don't want whites, I dont't want Indians = I'm wasting my time,
because it means I - 1I'm far behind historv - history is on the march
and nobody can =ton it.

Even the whites in South Africa know that the qnestion of apartheid
segresation bhas really come to an end - they lmow that = Pieter Botha
i= it the ome = minister of = of foreiqm affairs....

J.I.I"l Piki

D.T. Ja, he said : Well, as far as I'm concemed T - I think we cannot
discus=s the matter - 1 mean the - the idea that one day there'll be
a black person (.........} in this coumntry - he said =so = T know
they - they pulled Liim up for that, but I think he waes =aying - he
was sayving exactly what is going to happen in the South Africa, ex-

actly what is going to happen.

J.F. But if you believe that whv do you support the Natal Indian Congress
or the white Jodae organisations teodayv - why did - why up until 1985
were there only Africans on the ANC MEC?

D.T. Well, the his = = there = there has been prejndice in the past, vou
know = there has been prejudice in the past, and this prejudice was
mostly done by the - when it comes to Indians the people in Natal -
Natal Indians have been very reactionary in the past, very, very re-
actionary, and it took some time, wvou know, to educate, vou know, the
Indians in ~aval to accept Africans - for instanece, voo know, when
thevy - when & <abal man, Tndian man, you lmow, gol enooagh with the
bla (?) - let me nol say this thing with this - jet me not talk about
these things.

when a nLatal man rot in love with a blaclk woman there in atal Indian
(?) = it's not because they love them, just to sleep witi: them -
that's all they did - that's why at one time there was a big row in
ratal - do you remember that history when people were fighting the -
the ZulusSees.

Jei'e In "497

Dl Ja, they were fighting them - that thing, 1ou know, took s ome time,
vou know, before it waned away - it toolk somo time, hc?ause it even
permeated inlo the trade unions, you know - nermeated into the organ-
ieation and so on = chere're still people whn are saying that i But
whv the hell shovld we have Indians, yeou lnmow, in the ANC and so on -
an::i the = the Indianrs themsell were s=say : Jhy should wr have Africans

in the Tndian Congress and s0 on.

Then we felt thabt well, as a develiopment we ehouldn't [force it, be-
cause peaple are rot vet developed - thwey are not suff'lr:.'.-r:ﬁl'.l}'.dev—_-
eloped to undersiand where we are drifting to, what our direction is -
the best thing is to build vwp an alliance, You wWnowW = 10 that alliance
we have Tndians, Coloureds, Indians and - in an alliance.
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And it is throagzh that alliance that now we are going to be able to
educate the peopire and malke them mmderstand that it's not Ehe quest-
ion ol because this one ig an Indian, this one is an Afriecan - it's
the question of we are all, you know, exploited in the sane way =

<o that the alliance, 1 think, has done p 1ot of worlt —= the alliance
has dorne a lot of work,; because it is becanse of the alliance that
today we have the UDI.

WVhat is going on ontside here in exile it - it must not be = it mus=st
not be - it must not your - by your meter, youn iknow = don't = don't
take it as being the ~oideline = you must - you must actually, yon
know, talie what is ;;oing on inside the country - that is where the -
the core i=, you ltiow, of our - of our problems.

Buat whv = just Che thing about the NIEC = why did it - why were there
only in 1955 that Indians and Coloureds and whites were on the NEC -
why was it only....

Because for years, you lknow, members of the = ol the i€, black mem-
bers of the ANC, they resisted it - theyr resisted it, and we felt

that we could not throw them ocut of the A C becaunse they are resisting
it = what we should do is do political worl on them, and this, you
linow, has been SJoing on and we're harpin~ this thing and harping this
thing, and in 1975 it was accepted.

50 yvou were one who was pDushing....
Yes, ves, I pushed it = 1 pushed it - how do you lknow that?
I'm asling  e-.-=

(Lavgh) I pushed ii, wves - I pushed it - voun lmow, I - before we had
the conference we hiad a meeting here in = herc in Lusalka - a big
meeting, you know, of all the delegates who were going to - the con-
ference was in EKabwe = von know Kabwe = that's where we had the con-
ference = 50 we Lhad a meeting of ANC men here who were going to the
conference and so on, and this was going to be the big issue, the
izsue of members of ather races becomins members of the WEC and so on.

50 we went to a meeting, you know, and then I was asked by Tambo to
address that meeting, and 1T must be able, vou know, to put the first
shot in my speeel about what is likely to happen there in order to
allow Indians and Coloureds pnd white to come ints the meeting = then
my theme nt the meeting was : Look, we say we don't want apartheid -
we say we don't want the ideology of apartheid of separation, seg-
resation of peonle in Sowuth Africa - we want to be one thing - should
be equal before the law and before anything else that is being done
for the peonle there = we must [........} - wiv must we have segreg-
ation and = and apartheid in our movement, and vet we don't want it
in Sowvth Afrieca - it's meaningless.

If you don't want apartheid then you must neccept the = the - the idea
that there are roing to be Indians and whites whe are pgoing to be mem-
hers ol the NLC, and the only way if - if won dont't want them, wyou
must vote a~ainst them = wvote against them il youn don't want them -
but the idea - the = the - tihe - the whole conecept isg that we = we

are not moing ko tell the world that we don't want apartheid in South
Africa and vet we bave got apartheid in oor movement — it makes - it
makes it nomsense.
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And =ome of them mmderstood it = thev carried = and when we went to
the conflevence thev said ; Yo, I think we ars soings to follow that
line that vou put forward.

And what about in a fnture South Africa = il evervthing is totally
non=-racial, do yvon worry that because - mavbe a little bit of that
fear ol kotane's = because Africans have been disadvantaged, becanse
workines class peoaple Liave been disadvantased, Cthat you misht =till
have a it of domination of ovpper class Afriecans and whites and Col-
onreds and Asians - do youn think there would be an argument f[for what
they call in the VWest affirmative actioun = for a special effort to
say : Usie, this iz the....

?:nlili

sess this i=2 the merit syvstem = put extra African working class people
in?

Ne - no, history is far away from that now today - look, assume (7)
that we o to Jonth gfrica and we are told that : Mo, chaps you can
take independence now of South Afriea, or AC can take over - we
havent'i ot the expertise to run that comtry = we haven't got them -
we can't run those mines - in other words, we'll be unprepared for
it, so that you can see that our stage will not be what it is with
other people - it will mean we'll =still have to work with the white
people there in south Africa, those who - the expertise - those who
know the - the skilled workers and so on.

We won't have sufficient men out of the penple who have trained here
to run thosge mines, to rwm the econowmy ol the comtry - we won't have
them, so we!'ll still have to work with theose people - with the whites
and so on mntil =s=uch time as they pet eduoecated, they pget politicised
and we are all = our peonle too get politicised, and then boild up

a = a harmornv, and get our people trained and so on and seo forth -
that is our dilemma now - what will happen if they =ay : All right,
talke over = where are we coing to find the expertise to do the work -
we havent't ot sufficient of them.

well, perhaps one would say : Well, we'll gei some inside the country
but inside the coumtry there's a question ol colour bar - they're
not ailowed to ro into skilled trades and so on, so even those who -
who lLave the lmowledgme and the = itt's the Imowledie of, yvou know,
job on the = voun know, a knowledge on the job, but not actoally
trained, vyoun lmow, in institutions and 2o on - we don't want to talk
about thosze things, but that is our - our problem, and it has not
been = - it's not onlv our problem - it Tias been the problem of Zim-
babwe, it has been the problem of all these countries problems here
when they got independence - they didn't have expertise to run the
country.

You see our problem - so we have to address ourselves to such prob-
lems and =ce how to =olve them.

and what about the = [ understand the expertise would be laciking, buat
what about ensuring working class hegemony = African working class
domination after - during and after the struggle - will there be an
effort to amain bave = wounld it be purely merit, or wonld therc be an
effort to .ﬁ;ive puibra braining and give an extra push to African work=
ing class {:ur:-*:ln =a Lhat vou would ensure that you don't have a soc-
jety that'e been ecreated that has a domination of these e.Lemm‘IPE

that have had privilege either because they're upper class Africans
or becanse thev're white or Coloured or Tndian.
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Do yvou thinkk 1€'s purely a system where theretli be teotal non-=racial-
ism = it doesn't matter what colour you are....

You can'"t = vou cant't pvonid thates..
You can'l avoldes .

Ihat there'll be a = a = a bit of a mixture, vou lmow = bit of a mix-
ture theite = in fact if we = 1iF we talke onvor I thinli wet'll - for some
time we'll have to allow mixed economy = welll have to allow mixed
economy Far some ftime mtil we are ready {or - for what we want to

ao = bt I = 1L = 1T don'tt see our position being Zambia, like where
vhey got independent and so on = our prnsifion is quite different -
we are staving with those people there - thev'ire not colonialists -
they haven't got homes outside South Afvica - they are going to stayv
with wug - 2o you can see it = it's a different complexion altogether.

1t's not parallel with what is happening in = in Zimbabwe, in what
not and so on = those people had to leave - the - the whites had to
leave here and go back home and so on - you don't expect those whites
in Sowuth Africa to go - where to - where will thev go to.

I'm not sayving that there won't be Coloured and Indian and white in-
volvement = there're already whites and Colowureds and Indian= on the
MEC, 2o obviously the whites in South Africa will stayv and the Col-
oureds and Indians, but I['m fzaving how will vou ensure the working
class interesis are represented in a foture Sonth Africa, when you
need a mixed econuvmy, vou need to have people with =skills continue -
how will that cless structure be built =o that you have African work-
ing class people wltimately leading the couméEry - if you say non-rac-
ialism, because if vou say if = in fact for whites 1in South Africa
the concept of nom-racialism they zhould wumderstand it as their pro-
tection, becausc¢ if there's a non-racial position wvoon don't kKick out
Gavin Ilaleigh (?) because he's white - vyou don't kick out the Afrik-
aaner who is the particular position in the mine because he's white
if no-one else can LHlast besides him - il in fact there're 25 blacks
who've been blasting withowt permits that's another story, but I'm
sayving naoan-racialism in effect protects the whites, but I'm saying do
vou thinik it could actunally mean that wvou'd have to s=ay we'lre non-
racial but we give an extra push to help blaclks ahead, like in the

US = vou could be turned down for a job if vou're a white man becaguse
there's a quota for black women, and whites get quite upset about it
but then they s=ay they wnderstand historically why that's happening -
not £o much mnder Reagan, but especially in the ecarly '70= and it's
called affirmative action, and if vou were a black woman ycu really
had more of a chance suddenly becanse there was a quota system - do
vou think there ought to be such a quota svstem in South Africa or
do von think vou'd say : Yo, we fought too long for non-racialism,

we can't have that = or would vou say : Yo, suchi a quota would help
working class Africans?

wWell, T don't know, we — I must tell voun we are in difficolties -

vou know, when - when Zimbabwe went to Lancaster [louse they had no
draft constitution of what tvpe of Zimbabwe theyv wanted - they had

to bargain on the draft constitution prepared by the english people -
they had to bargain on that - thev had no - they had no clue, they
had no idea of what direection, what kind of country they are - they
want to go and build, nothing - they had to depend on that.
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And ef course the - the = the = the inglish people were prepared,

yvou know, to = to give it awav T mean 2z lon~ as = because as Mac-—-
Millan put it, vou know, it was the - the - the - how did he put it
arain - the winds of = of = of change,;, von YXnow, had come and they

felt that they had come, had to bhe done = South Africa feels that
the = the = the winds of change has not vet come in South Africa

and 2o on, so it will e - it will tgke zome time before, 1 think,
thev'll yvicld to it.

tut you see, what we have done now is we have got a panel of lawyers,
students who came lhere - some of them have bheen practicing as law-
vers, some of them have just come back From school and so on = now we
want them to worlk on the Cuture constitution of Sounth Africa, our
constitution and =0 on = and we don't want to mo to Sonth Africa

when they =ayv : Well, let's come and find oot now what tvpe of South
Africa dn yvou want - then we =av : No, we have nothing, going to make
aur own - we itust have owur own draft constitution to a Cfuture South
Africa - and we have porne quite a long way with it, vou know.

We have zent a number of our chaps, vou lnow, to Czcchoslovakia, some
of them tn - to GDII = zome of them are now in London and so on to =
to ind out exactly what type of constitution will meet a future
south Afrieca, with all the problems that we bhave there, and they'wve
done a marvellous jobh = thev've reallyv done a marvellous job - they
are back now - they went to Germany, they went to Czechoslowvakis,
they went to Bulgaria, they went to - they've done a good job.

so that part of it I thinlk we can take after we = we can take - we
can look after that one - take care of that one, question of a fut-
ure South Africa - what type of future sSowuth Africa, that we can -
but then the problem, as I sav, is still this question of expertise,
yvou know, jobs and trained people, you know, skilled jobs and =o on,
cskilled trades - that is still our problem.

Well, it has nothinz to do with your bool', T think, this part of it -
itts just for yvour information.

The only thing it has to do with is this idea of is non-racialism
almost sacred or can it be adapted - does - the non-racialism, i=s it -
I gFues=s mavbe let me take it away from what 1've juoust said - IT'm tryv-
ing to understand for vou whether you think all this discussion about
non=racialism i= a aspect, just one thing that is one nice part of

the strusgle, or whether you think it's deeply rooted in the ideol-
ngries [Intcn*uptim::}
We have alwavs said South Africa is a comiry of - a colonial country
of a special tvpe - it i= a ceolonial country of a special type because
the oppresser and the oppressed are in the same coumtry - it - itts
noet the type of eolonial country where the colonialists will soon
leave, vou know, and the - the owners of the country take over Fhe -
the country, =0 in that - in that - under such circumstances - 1n
such circumstances our work will be easicr in South Afrieca if we =

if = if - let's sav the ANC takes over as an example, it will be
easicr becausc we are going to work with the same people, but we are
going to mould their owntlook when we worll with them, completely mould
their outlook to make them feel that Sounth Africa is nur country, all
af ns, hecause that is one thing they don't want to - to accept.

fhat'=s whyv they built up the bantustans, becanse they say Africa -
South Afriea is - belongs to the white people - all the blacks must
#n to Lhe bantustans, g0 and stay there and have their own homelands
and =4 on.
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And we want to destroy that idea that Alfrican, the black people be-
lony to = to the bantustans, those are their homelands - if we can
destroy that and dismantle that their outlool will also change, vou
know = the outlook will change - they will feci thatb now we have got
to work together = whether they like it or not they've got to work
together - because that idea which Verwoerd had of the homelands is
completely = it's oot of order completeiy, and they have come - oven
in parliament thev have gone = they feel that they are waosting money
there withi the homelands because they don't get anything - they have
been pumping morey into the homelands=, but they get no returms what-
soever, so what is = what is the point now.

Now the question is if we take over what are we going to do with the
home Lands - it's their babies, not our baby - we are going to dis-
mantle them and dismantle the homelands too - now - you sce, to era-
dicate racialism, it's not a job that can be done in ten months or
in - or in two yvears and =zo on, to eradicate it - it - it - you are
dealing with bhuman beings = you are dealing with human beings who
have diflferent, voa lnow, concepts about life, and in order to era-
dicate that concept wvoun must be able to educate them, and be steady
and be patient to ecducate them.

1 suppose they are going to educate us too - the expertise will teach
us how to work, liow to run the mines, and we are also going te teach

them how to - tn = to [crget about racialism - so it will be a task,

vou know, of transformation of both sides - [ don't know if T'm putt-
ing my point very well = it may be T - I'm off the marlk.

I gucss maybe T conld ask you to clarify how you're saying that the
colonialism of a special type relates to non-racialism - the theory
of eonlonialism of a special type - does non-racialism have bearing

on it = ie it central to it, is it part of it - I'm just trying to
asli you, if I say this conecept, non-racialism, do you think of it as
something that is integral to your ideological waderstanding or do
yvou think maybe it's not that important, or do vou just see it as one
aspeci = 1'm trying to ask vou to integrate it theoretically.

Well, it's a development of history - yon take tribalism - tribalism
it = it - it's a curse, vou know, that is being upheld by certain
people, that there should be tribal, wvoun know, institutions and so on,
and in the same way as you = you = you 7o to the whites and vou [ind
that the Jews and the Afrikaaners and the English people in South
Afriea and =o on, some of them feel that we can't have anvthing to

do with the Afriliaaners, the English men and so on and so forth - 1
think that is part of racialism, isn't it, in the - in a sense.

I don't know whether it is the type of racialism that you could savy
cannot be eradicated - is that what you have in mind?

No, I'm not saying it can't be = I think it has to be - that's the
Future — that'=s what the struggle is aboot.

Bt vou think it will take some time?

Well, I'm saying [-....-.....+..+..] some theoriecs that would say

von have to integrate non=racialism with an aspect of racism in rev-
erse, that the only way vou're going to change the rumning of the
mines so that the majority of people have contrel is if you have
special programmes where yon don't even allow any more of these.
voung Afrikasns boys who came from school and have thesc cushy jobs -
vou actually push Africans in there, and il a Coloured guy comes
hlnng vou actually gay : vo, we have to develop the African working
clas= to he manasers of the mines - =0 in Tact vou discriminate
arainst whites and Coloureds and Indians - mot totally.
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J.F.

D.T.

gl

Dala

L

)

Youtre not kicking them out, but you would expoct that cven people
who are well tirained whites from Wits wonld have to Ltake a bit of

a back seat, would have to learn not to dominate - some of the stuffl
that the 30 people said in the '60s and '7os, somcihing that sounds
like loses=s lotane was =ayving = but it sounds lilkke yvour view i= a more

]

pure non=racialism where vou chafe a bit at tlae jidea that there would

he racism nsed ag a kind of a tactic - I'm just wondering what that -
how von would s=ee the Tuture?

well, 1 = I = I appreciate the fact that you can see that we - we have
qui - it's goins to be a lot of problems we are going to have in South
Africa = I apprecinte the fact that you can sce the problems - going
to have plenty of them, but it'll want patience, it will want educat-
ion, it will want political education - it will be - it will take some
time before, yvou lmow, we can build up a new nation in South Africa,
because it will really mean now we are going to build a new nation,
which was wheard of in the past - wet!ll lhave to do it - it's a
question of how we are going to do it.

Itts the question of how we are going to tale over that country = are
we going to take over that country by sitting together at a - at a
round table conference and all of ns, von know, trying to find out
the type of Soulth Afriea that we want to bunild, or are we going to
take over that cowmntiry by means of military revolution - we don't
know what'e going to happen = we don'il lmow = we lnow that they -
they're highly, von know armed = that we 'mow, but revolution has
ot nothing to do with that, whether youn are highlv armed, because
as soon as vou lose (loose) the people - as soon as you cannot con-
trol the perople, then even yvour arms dont't mean anything - if you
can no longer control the people.

That's what happered in tussia - they counld no lenger control the
people = the Czar was tryving to held on, but the people were no
longer interested - they were ungovernable, and that is what is
likely to happen in 3outh Africa - some people say i Oh, South Africa
je well armed, vou lknow, vou'll have a iot of difficulties - but you
know, vou can have so much guns, weapons, but if youo cantt rule the
people, if people are mngovernable, then cconomically you don't move
at all, vou know, vou don't move - so T want you to look at all those
aspects, vou lmow, of - of what our iife is moing to be - there will
come a time when it?'ll — it's no longer the qnestion of racialism

or what, but it's the question of how do we stay together - how are
we pgoiar to remain in Sounth Africa, all ~F us, white and black, and
work tegether as a new nation, because at the moment they say we are
not a wation - thev say nation is the white people, we are not a nat-
ion - we are just tribal things, von lmow - we are not nat - we are
not part of the S5outh African nation.

‘low all thnse things we'll have to — to fight amainst - anyway I
suppose I'm = I seem to ke saying thincgs Lhat are outside the scope
of vour boolg.

ruess there are Lwo areas = let me come baclt: to one thing very con-
crete T didn't - we kind of stopped in L2963 or 162 when - when exact-
Iv did von leave the country and ecan you just tell me about that, be-=
cause T didn't take vou from 1960 to 1987, just in your life history?

well, in 1963 - was it 162 or '63 - '62 T came into Dotswana - 1 was
told to leave the ecountry when - is it 163 or '62?

ilaced mnder house arrest in '63 - you were put under house arrest in

153_
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Do Yes, honsz arrested = and when was 1 allowed to = to leave the coun-
try?

Jel. I guess the =ame year.

Uals You gec 1it?

Jefe It just savs placed mder house arrest in '073 - he wons =sent oont of
the country by the party - so yvou left in '63 and went to Botswana?

Dals Went to Notswanna.

J.F. And lhow long did you stay there?

D.T. Quite {for =some time - I left Dotswans in 19 - sermanentiy I left
Dots wana in 192C, I think.

N And came herc?

DT, Ja = in "JuU or 'O T came here - I was told &9 = to legve dotswana and
come here = in the nast I was told that 7 wne Thold = 1 muast hold on
in Lotswana becapuse it was a transit - a Lrarsic of people coming here
and a transit of people going into the combry, and L was told to
hang on there = then after some time T wns L9oid to leave Botswana and
come over here, =o I had to de that and =o 9 and = and then of course
things, vou lmow, the position came charged and from time to time -
at one time, voun lmow, BDotswana was bombed, vou lmow, by the = by the
enemies and so on and so forth, and it made - it brought about comp -
complete, yvou know, radical changes of our stay in Boiswana, so0o I was
told to come up to headquarters and =so on in Lusaka.

J. I In 198C7?

D.T. Ja, was told to come here.

J e 1" And from the tHus throngh 1980 what position did yeu hold - were you
D.I.-Ii-..l'

.T. I was a menmber of the national executive, and I was a member of the -
the central coamittee of the - of the Communist larty.

J ol And SACTU = were yvou if....

D.T. i was alsn a member of the - of SACTU - T was in the leadership of
SACTU.

J.I. In what position?

Da.T. Well, I didn't have position - I was just a member of the executive
in SACTU.

J.Fe And then it was in 19857 that you became chairman of the party?

D, T. Ja, this vyear.

Jala And before that you had been on the executive....

b.T. I had been on the politburo of the partyr.

J.F. 1L guess that's the nther — the other thing I wanted to ask was if yon
could say sometliing about the CP in South ATriea toaay and the foture

roals.
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J.F. I wnderstand the Freedom Charter is not a socialist document, but how =
can you just gay somethiung about how vou envision the future political
sitnation in South Africa - what kKind of cconomic syvstem therelll be -
do you think there'll be a period of a mixed economy?

D.T. It will have to bDe a mixed economy - it can't be otherwize - it de=
pends on who talles over - it depends on who = if = 4if - iT the ANC
takes over it will bave to be a mixed ecconomy = cven if it i=s the
party, the Communist Party that takes over, it - it cannot jump into
socialism immediately = it'll bave to be a mixed, vou lmow economy,
becanse of the conditions = conditions umder which we live in South
Africa = more sn Lhat there won't be whites, vou know, leaving the
country, except those, vou know who will be closing their factories
and going as they are tryving = as they are doing it now = some of
them are shutting down - they are going.

J.F. And do vou see evidence ol support for the CF in the country now to-
dayv alreadv?

n.T. WVhere, in South Afriecn - it's very diffiecult = we were trying to find
out that Crom Slabbert; yon know = hetsz also confusecd about it = it =
itts question of specnlation because we = we scem to think that this
man has called the = the elections becawvse he wants a fresh mandate -
he want a {resh mandate to continue with the so-called cosmetic re-
forms in sSouth Africa, and we don't knmow whether these people will
Zive him that mandate = don't know, but the academiecs, von know, pro-
fessorz and so on, some of them have resi;med, yvou nmow, their posts
from the = from the party because thov want to stand as independents -
I dontt ltwow whether anvbody could malie ont a pointezr out of that
action, do yvou thirlk = wvwhere are theoy oins o = are thev to stand
as — as - as an independent - what does it mooa, and whein yvou have
e political home.

J e F. Yoo mean like Morrow {?}........,..........

w1t O SIDE TVU.

J.F, vess Tearranging Ehe (ssessssssssscassssasssssss) — one thing that
people say in sSouth Afrieca today ig they don't have a plan = T think
thevire just - don't you think?

D.T. Yes, veg, quite so = so0 we don't know really what i= going to happen
elections - bat 1T ean't see any independents winning - indiwviduals
will perhaps win, vou lknow, because of L{heir statutes l,_?} yvou know =
because of their standing in the country, you Know.

J I But in terms of the Cl' what if someone =said today : Dot the CP is a
foreign ideclogy, there isn't support inside South Africa for the
cooumtry - how would ven answer that - yvon've tallked about how you've
answered that in the past, but bow would vou answer it in today's
framework?
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D.T. Well, <oday, vou lmhrow, thte = the - the Cl 1 bthink

is = is= highly dev-
eloped in South Africa - bighly developed in the sense that, you see,
the = the wviable (7] of the trade union movement, the gquestion of
COSATU, and the mderstanding of the worliding class of what the Comm-=
unist farlty is is = ig = is Far wore higber than it waz in the past -
as I told von, that the outleok of people has changed, you lmow -
the type of workers we had during our time are completely different
from the tvpe of worlers youn have todave.

The kyoe of miners that we had, vou krnow, in the past, wvou know, in
1948 when we went into this = 46 went to khe strusgle (?) are not
the tvpe of miners that you find today in Sowuth Africa - completely
different - they lmow what they are - they are going to - they know
their direction = their = their loy = T mear their = their leader was
savin:s the ather day here that we thinlt that our direction will be
socinlism = that's the poliecy of our mineworizers union and =so on = he
$i"|'.l"_-d. L I

JeF. Bahai (7}
D.T. Yes = van see, he = he's talling with confidence becaunse he lknows what
his peooie are = von mow, what they belisve in - he knows very well -

cso that in itself, vou know, is an indication that our people have
changed = von tallh about the party in South Africa and yvou say the
party ean go to hell or something, but they Kill you = the party is
mderground, as von lknow, and the ANC is mnderground and so on — it's
wot easy for people tn come out - up and =ay : No, I'm a member of
the party or I'm a meuber of the ANC = but wunban those organisations,
then yvou'll see what will happen - just unban them.

J.#. And what about the models (?) - therets so moch anti-sovietism around,
but vou do have aside Trom anti=3oviet vo:r have people in South Africa
who =ay : Whatever the Tuture is on the socio-economie level it won't

be exacltly the same model as the soviet Union - it'1lL be a tvpically
ATrican kind of sneinlism = do vou think that that's correci?

b.T. Yo, it'es nonsense.

JL.F. Wiy ?

D.T. T mean - there are no tvpee, vou know, of socialism - wvou don't have
socinlism = types of =ocialism - there's only one socialism - either
vou o into it = vou ean't - L don't lmow how to pat it = can't put
labels on it = vou either =o for it, aud il you go for it you must
kalke the - the — the appropriate steps before you get there, unlike

what some people were trying to do, lilie - let's talte a chap like
Uaclicl = e came into power there and lie irmediately thonsht he could,
you W Ow, j_-“.]Eh eaciali=z=m = he went even to - ko = Lo bookmakers, vou
know, fellows who, you know, book repaircrs Aand then tried to = to
nationalise everyvthing, even small little shops, yon laiow, of people,
e tiried tn nationalise them - as a result his ideas eollapsed, be-
cause e didn't want to [follow the patter:.

The pattern iz that von must take these prople step Ly step = step
by step — even if it takes you ten yonrs, step by step wuntil they
understand what it is all about = so in South Afrieca T think our task
will be easier — oo task will be easier bhecause wc have Lmlj.ticiscd

the people of 3oukh Africa - T am not too sure whether we have soffl-
iciently poeliticised poople who are in tlhe = in the rural areas, ¥you
know, bthe = the peasants and so on - not too sure - but the CusATU
fellows are telling ns that they are - they are doing that work now,
soing into the villapges.
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O.T . And we thinlk that will be a very goeod taczlk, youa know, t2 be under-
takken beeanse, vou Imow, the - the - the wvillagers and the farmers,
yvou know, the = the so=called peasant=; althoush vou don't - we don't
want to call them pogsants - have been kepnt in the darls Tor many,
many vears = they don't Imow what i= joing on = even the = the - the
whites, vou kiow, they = the Afrikaanaers in the remote, you know,
places, farms and, they don't Know what is going on in the towns.

Even when they vote = they come and vote, they don't lknow what they

are voting for - 1 = T =till remember onec dav Dr. Horoka - I don't
know if vou lmow him - he took after uma, was president of the ANC =
he = he was a docltor, medical doctor in Thaba'™chu - he - he took

over as president of the ANC after Xuma - he was telling me one day -
I was in Thaba'ichu - he said there was going to be an election, you

lkknmow of the whites there - you lkmow, mormal aclection - and then there
was a = gquite a number of whites who were working Tor him in Thaba'-
Zechu = working for Lim, vou know = they respected him very much and

he gave them jobs = he had Carms, vou Imow, and they were loocking
after his farms and =so on.

S0 he =sayes he asked these fellows : Yow tell me how are you going to
vote there — I'm told there's going to e n = are vou vote = for what
party are vyvou proing o vote = and these fellows says : You know, my
Ffather wasz a nationalist, my grandfatiher wnz alzo a nationalist -
they voted for the ationalist Party, and T'm also going to vote for
the Nationalist varty - as simple as all that, and that is an indic-
ation that the man doesn't know direction = he doesn't lknmow his own
direction = his father voted for this and hiz grandfather for - he's
also poing; to vote for that.

That iz likely to be the same thing that is going to bappen in this
clectiong of Mav = penple are going to =av ; Well, my parents used
to vote for this, I'm also going - but it will not happen to intell-
ectuals, students = T don't think so = stodents will bhave a different
outloolt = and I lnmow at the moment they rely ou the charch, the Lutch
Reform Church - that's what et Dotha's relving on, but even the

churches todayv have completely changed, you Ttmow = their nutlook has
changred.,

If vou listenr to Tutn, vou know, preaching in chureh vou can see that
the = the = how shall T put it = the approach, vou Inow, of = the
religious approach of the past has completely changed - it's differ-
ent - I den't lknow if vou have noticed that - it's completely changed -
and by so doings they are also trying to change the outlook of - of -
of ths members of the chureh and so on, cxecept that the = some ofl

them werc a bib osportmistie, you kinow - they =till want people to
believe that Lelfore they can be liberated in this world, the church
will do that feoir them.

-
-

Ihey still do = they want = some people theytre still doing that, you

know = thevire talting advantage of the ismosance of the people - even
the whites = I think there are some whites, yoa lmow, who really
Lhinl: that the ehange will = the churceh will change the outloole of
thie world - do you bhelieve in that (Laugh] = well, T think, ja - I'm

soarry i T = I have talten much of your time - T didn't lmow that wetd
o =0 far.

J.F. Itve asked vou before, but I wonder if ron conld just give me a state-
ment just = if I say the concept von-racialism - if I say I'm coming,
T*m writing a whole boolt about it, do you Ehinlt it's an important
topic = do vou think it's a kind of secondary topic in terms of the
ideolosical considerations in the South African struggle, or do yvou
think it'=s a central one - conld vou just give me your =
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J.F. I read yvou mv short mderstanding of nom=racialism - T'm just
there's something T could guote from vou where vou would say 3
racialism, it'= important = it's not important = it means this,

central or it's peripheral - just sonmothins?

il
Non=
itts

n.T. I think yon have pnt the question now very clearly now to me - it -
it's no longer clowied, as vou put it to me before = it's quite clear -
if you tall: about -mom-racialism you are really - vou are speaking the
same languappe of people who are saving aparitheid must g0 - the same
langunage = if vou sav there's going to be non-racialism and =o on,
non=racialism cannot come about wnleses apartheid has been dismantled -
it womt't come about.

Jf cour=e vou have ot to work for it - vou must work for it - boat

that theme T thinlk is quite correct = vou can talkke that theme - be-
cause it's in line, vou know, with the = the Tight against apartheid -
and taday vou find among the whites, you lknow, even in South Africa,
the academics and =0 on, they really feel that the time muskt - they
think that aparibheid is outdated in Scouth Africa, completely outdated -
we mugt {fight for = for = for a new socinl order, whatever it will be.

S0 non-racialism = wvoun are not out of step when vou talic about noi=
racialism, not at nll = did vou think vou = have von any hesitations
about it?

l]-llj.;"‘ ?':ﬂl

You have ne hesitations - I think, no (?7; you'll be in order - I mean
if your book is = is going to have one of its themes as= non-racialism
it will be very good, but then it must be = it must explain what non-
racialism is and what it means, and how iz it to be attained - I - I
don't thinit yvouor boolk will g0 so far (Lansh) = vour book won't go so
far - vou are merelv - wvoun want to speal: the [acts in your book, that's
all, isn't it = vouo are not going to fhe sayving how these
things should be attained.

DT,

711l = I bhelieve there are
Lactics i= Lthe MNatal Indian Con-

Jaois No, I think it's very important because |
tactices to attain it, ond one of the
gress, ond another tacitiec will be the something something committee

for the white elections in next May, and il there's only Sheena Dun-
can and Bevers Nande on the campaisn - on the committee - the UDF
people in Soweto aren't going to say : A7, look at these racists -
thev'll say : .o, no, conscientise those whites - yon sece, S0 L'm
saying part of what I'm trying to look at is how non-racialism is
attained, ow it's Dbuilt, and 1 think ~ne te build it is 1.:.1:-1‘1-:1_11{"_:
with whites, worliing in the white commnaity, whites working with

other voums whites whotwve left the country, and I think it's import-
ant - J, believe it's important that it bhappens in dillerent phases {"-']
but what 1'm tiying to explain or to have pensple lile vou cexplain is
if somebody from = in the '50s from the or in the "7uUs [rom the

NG or in the 'Sus Trom the Cape Action Lea;mus save : Yes, but that's
noet nen-racialism - the» vyou have to be ahle 0 answer bthem 3 Dut we'lre
building nov=racialism - you can't move people withont the right
methods - if those neaple relate to Gandhi yon use Gandhi - if those
people velate to - Yranm Fischer guoted lLrnger and The 5!1‘-111.'111 Itise
in Africa - ae didn't sav 3 Yo, i1 dont't want to do that - he wanted
Judge mmderstand in his Janguagze = so I'm sayving partly

Wawr

TR |
PR

to malke that
I = when you
L thinl 1t's
cause you're
do you 2ay =
ane, they

ol ]

said do T want to spealk of the wayvs of attaining it, ja,
important, and that's why I lkeep trying to aslk you be-=
someons that people would Ilili:e &0 read and find out what
yvou fought for non-—racialism zince the time of Moses Kot-

want to lmow why do yeou thinl it's important - that's

whyv T was tryving to ask those gquestions.
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D.T. Hy = uy own ch=servation = it's not a undiversal one = it's my own ob-
servetion in the commtry now ig that cthers should be a mobiliszation
of the white people in South Africa = there zhould be o bis mobilis-
ation of the white people = vou see, i the past we uvused Lo zav
well, the = the white prcople will be mobilised by other white people
it won't worll that wvavy now = we = we shouald oo ont, vou know, and
mohili=e the white pooples

Je k. The ANC?

Ly Yes, mobilise the white people = in that wayv, vou see, we'll be able
to politicisc these peconle and make them understand, voun know, the
question of non=racialism, and T think that thing of non=raciaiism
should be the one that should be = be talien in mobilising the = the
white people = the white people are no longer diflicult as they were
in the past - are wvoun aware of that?

R O How?

DeTe Thevy are no longer as dilfficult as they were In the past insofar as
the question o racinli=sm is econcerned - they are no longer difficult
now - they can see how I:............} - Itm miving so many illustrat-
iong = I'11 give vou on illustration of whai happened - in South
Afrvica people organised, you know, domestic servants, because we felt
that thoze people are alwavz bheing nerslected, domestic servants -
now they had qoite o mmiom of all domestic =servants in the countrv
and so on, and then voun bad branches in Zouth = in Mloemfontein, in
Johannesburg and o o and =0, of women, vou !mow.

And they became quite enthusiastie, you know, becawvnsc in the past,
vou know, domestic servants have alwayvs thousht they are not part

and parcel of the strugzspgle beecause they are worlking in - in, yveoeu Kknow
in the homes of oeople = they are coonli=, thev do washings and thevy
clean the floecrs and 2o on = I'm talkin/, abont Alfviecan domestic ser-
vants.

Now we got = received reports that now thev're = thev're quite organ-
ised and they are politicised - they mmderstand what it is all about
and so o = not all of them of course - thn=se whno are in town=, in
the big towns - now T'm told - we wore = it's an incident where there
wag fsoing to be a demonstration - that was hefore the - the state of
emerrsency = moing to bhe a big demonstration in Jobanuesburg, so at -
a = a domestic =orvant savs to the - to the madam - they eall Lhem
madame, wvoua now = =ay : Look, I'm going to a demonstration today -

I won't be able to do washing, I won't be able to cook and so on =
=0 the madam zayvs : o, but you can't do that = before you g0 to the
demonstration you must cook and youn mnst do the washing, and then yon
can go to bhe demcastration = so this woman =ays : Now look, you are
also a womai, vou can do that - vou can ecoali, yvoun ean - youn can do
all that = vou are a woman like mysel® - 1'm zZoing to o demonstration
when vou 7o to vour businesses ountside I never ask you why do you -
dno vou Zo there.

Yow that i= a =i/n of consciousness on the »nHart of a domestic ser-
vant - now if a domestie servant can tallkk like ihat, yoo Imow, it
really shows that people are beginning to get politicised - people
are veally gmetting voliticised, =0 an acli of the pnature it - it's
now = it's not zsomecthing that yvou could pooh=pooh = it has got a lot
of meaniazs, vou know - it has got a lot of meanings, but these are
the people who never thousht of even poing to an ordinary meeting,
political meeting, because thev were always kept in the homes, vou
know, and =o on.
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L.T. nwow the Fact that Ctoday they know of goinyg o a demonstration it's
an indication that the - nobody can ston the march ol history - no-
body can stop it = gud if those people can - can march too and they -
they can tale that attitude it - it'= an indication that we - we are
retting nearer, von =ow, to = to our goal = I don't lmow if vou -
yvou take it that way - we are getting nearer to our goal, because
those aire the people are being (?7) - vou lmow, who reaily = who = 1
dont't want to - to =ay many things about that, you Imow, because it -
ic's zomething that canmot go into the bhooll.

L OF TITERVIEY.
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