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‘When the visitor of today comes o

“Caprivi, the Tropical Region of Namibia”,
v and the many borders he

he is confused by the unfamiliar names of places, th shape of this part of the

has to cross.
kuhumdwmmmu@dmmm-mﬁmﬂdmﬁn
Europeans wanted to explore and take over.

This is the “Scramble for Africa” in 4 nutshell.

hmmmmmm.ﬂmmmmuammmmmﬂmﬁam
Zsmbis, Zimbabwe, mdﬂdﬁummhmhlﬂmﬂhbﬂlhmnﬁd
man’s search for new borders.

It was the entrance to hwm.uﬂmhﬁymnﬂm--ﬁmnfmhﬁﬁm
A ferry crosses the Zambezi, K la in Zambia with K. in On the northem shore of
hmmw«wawuhmmumnmmmumm.m
road conneets the Victoria Falls with the Caprivi-Zipfel.

at the tip of the Island, and the ferry connects Southern Africa with

The old Pandamatenga road crosses the river
Central- and East Africa.
hmmﬂﬁuhmmm for centuries, an entry point

On the western border, the Okavango,
Boertrekkers on their way to Angola.

for Portugnese slave traders and the crossing point for disgruntled
nummmmummw-ﬂmniudn-unpm:d’meﬁmn’-‘m:ui:ﬂ..
and failed becanse of the fever.
mmwmmﬁ.mm-ﬂnﬁmmunmﬂmmdmﬁh..m
“lﬂlﬂlﬂdlhmmuicmmmmdldﬂi:mhnpu

“Caprivi, the Tropical Region of Namibia™
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On the slave trade ..

“All I can add in my solimde, is, may heaven's rich blessing come down on
every ane, American, English or Turk, who will help to heal this open sore of
the world.”

(David Livingstone's last words inlaid in brass on his tomb in Westminster
Abbey)

The history of the land along the Zambezi and Chobe until 1820

traders and

Already in the 16th and 17th. ies Po tried to cross Africa from Luanda to Mocam-
biqu:[nlmd.mﬁrﬂﬂymdingpmomhemmtnhl&nTb:mdsdlmnsq:ﬁauhnebemmudedH:
‘might sircady have seen the Victoria Falls.

meﬂvem.mﬁmﬂmmﬁmwwwm-hnmw
ndduUpgﬂZmbeajwmdeimnds]ﬂufummdalm From Zanzibar came the Arabs as far as
Impalila Island and Sesheke. They, too, brought gunpowder and weapons in exchange for Africans who had been
ﬂpﬁﬂddminiudlusinmuihlhdﬂa.ThueMammmmyhivmymhm{Oncruamwhymg
slave trade dieddnwnuﬂ:mddﬂulmmuhh%mﬁldmﬁmﬁemmumﬂmm
‘oxwagons o transport their goods and ivory. Slaves were no longer needed for this purpose).

the Zambezi, D (1895)

Armrival of a caravan of sl uﬂivﬂy!m(hﬁ"""
i3 Tmmmwm;rm



of Germany in

“1look with mpathy and joy upon th
these desert places of the carth.”
(The British Prime Minister, WE. Gladstone, 1884)

The Africans from 1820 - 1916

umm:mmﬂdm1vaqmmmm¢o{mmdumna¢auﬂm
Island This changed fers, hunters, expls scs teated the sh Jong the Zambezi and Chobe.
T‘b:'_vwmlrmmﬂhrmmwhmm-hunumqlmddmlhhmdmmh

There were no political borders but the various tribes jealously protected th itories against ! intrud

The oaly permanent village of any size was then Sesheke (today Mwandi on the Zambian side of the Zambezi). It was
nddmwdmgwkmm It attracted the early travellers and hunters and traders set up their shops.
Letia ruled the Southy here and later it became the seat of the British High Commissioner. The French
founded the Paris Missionstation outside the village. In 1935, when the South African Administration moved their
Hms’ﬂﬁﬁ;ﬂ“ﬂ; burg to Katima Mulilo for health reasons, the British did likewise and moved their

wa ncross the river
b from Katima Mulilo snd called it Sesheke again whilst the old place

The early Barotse and Masubia

::MinlunBMannd.lBmuihuhnﬁudm&:nwum.ﬂhmﬂmmgimw
o later by their cong; the Makololo; wiy called th dves A-Luyi, men of the river). Their home wis
Barotse Valley (valley of the upper Zambesi), north of Lealui.

The Barotse developed i

ped a g -,::;T- much superior to that of the southern Bantu. They had
divided the country into districts. Each ane was ruled by a Loz ap-
mw&mmwmmwhmdm elected monarchs. The Barotse were fammess,

dists, amiths and Their superior ph intellect, and cob extend
i\ caahl
mmwmawmdmmmmmm w—
By 1840 the B y streched to th of the Victoria Falls and in the south to the Zambezi and Chobe

where the Masubia lived These were boatmen, fishermen, potters and also rmiscd cattle,

The Makololo

mmdwmdhmmmwmm the Bantm in south eastern Africa in

the eardy 19th century, One defeated
Eroup the Fokeng escaped under
jouney to the north i hof 8 home. They made their slow way wm"‘tmmm-m

by adding captives from Bechuans ribes to their ranks. They settled near

The Matshele, recent deserters from Shaka, under Mzilikazi, invaded westem Transvaal and defeated Sebet
together with bis followers i i o St
retreated i Lake Ngami end conquered the Trwana. He did not like the lake district and

8

moved north across the Chobe. Sebetwane subdued the Masubia and fleeing his old enemies, the Matabele, who were
dxivcnnumw-u.byhm.mmmwahmﬂﬁmmmiﬂdﬂmym
h‘ngMu]mmhdﬂiedmdﬁ::dvdelimamhﬂmmﬂmuﬂxﬁkofdvﬂw:mnmmm

“This made it easy for Sebetwane and his followers, who now called themselves the Makololo to congquer the Barotse,

He became their ruler. He moved the Royal Kraal to Linyanti amongst the Masubia so as to be safe from the Matabele.
This took place in 1850. hnmuwum:cmﬁwdumdnnvdmmuwﬂmwhﬁehnwfml
found them. It was on the north side of the Chobe opposite the mouth of the Savuti Channel.

the Makolol

In 1851 died and ded by his son Sekeletu, who was weak and foolish. Under bi
dqgmemudmdwthdodmdndmlwmdnhmuhd He was extremely crued and was deposed. Civil
war broke out and the Barotse saw their chance to regain control again.

The Barotse regain thelr power

5 the son of became the new king of the Barotse. Dtmnxd:uhaﬂvumduuahﬂnlo

mea were killed snd the women and children d into the ibe; but they retained the Languag:
hm&mw-nmmmﬂWWym He died during the rebellion in 1876.

He d by A dson of Mul. bt was, i i by Lubosi in 1878. He, too, was
& grandson of Mulamwa. amqummmummmmkummwmrﬁum
of Lewanika a just and great king of the Barotse.

over. Lubosi fought his way back to powez, took
(President Nelson mmmmmmm sce Mandels, Long Way to Freedom, p. 161).

In 1895, mmwmmdhwm«mm:mmmdmm

between the Zambezi and the Chobe. His Royal Kraal was in Sesbeke. Lewanika ruled until 1916 when be was
debyhumm-.whmk&nm\'ml
The Mukwaes of Barotsdland

P in the tribe. By B =

The Mulena Mukwae, then Lewanika's
the King's sister and other female blood
Wﬁummmwmw.dmmm
change them at will. s«uummmm

MMpmwimtmdamnvmmpm They were
1o choose their own hushands (one af a time) snd
semior of Mulena Mukwae of Nalolo, governed a prov-
Jmmm-ﬁmm«hm-ﬂ.w

ince and was

W!ammdpds mdnmdmmmwﬂﬂud;mdaplmmumhndmhum She
died in 1934,

The daghter of the Mlcna Mukwae resided s Mukwae in Sesheke, where Letia, the son of Lewanika was in charge.
Her high position allowed ber grea inflncace. Sht.m“lummlmdwhwiﬂlbwnuh
female members of her tribe do likewise and chang iy, there was an uproar, and she was recalled by
Lewaniks to Leaiui.



Reception at Sipopa's Kraal (1875)
(Holub, Seven Years in South Africa, p. 137)

mmvﬁtuﬂ{mmsvdmf(lm’?)
collecsion, Jirgen Seiiwolf.

The Mukwae of Sesheke in front of her house
(provaze
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Smaller tribes of the land between the Zambezi, Chobe Linyanti and Okavango

In what later became the Caprivi-Zipfel other tribes had settled o0, A century ago the Mbukushu migrated from the
Chobe and Linyant to the Okavango. Andara was (heir chief. He was followed by his son Libebe who was a renowned
“rainmaker”. They lived along the Okavango near the Popa Falls where the river flows from Angola into Botswana fo
create the world famous and game rich Okavango Swamps. (This stretch of the river forms the western border of the
Caprivi-Zipfel although the actual border runs down the 21° longitude). During the insurrection of 1884 Lewanika was
driven ont of the Royal Kraal in Lealui and found temporary refuge at Libebe (Andars). Lewanika thanked him by
respecting his tribal boundaries in the future.

Along the Mashi (Kwando) settled the Mafe (Fwe). They lived on good terms with the Masubia and Barotse. Although
at one time one of their chiefs, Mamili, took up arms to fight Lewanika.

The bushman tribe of the Hukwe (Khoe) roamed in what became later the “strip” between the Mashi and the Okavango.

Impalils and Kakumba Istands, the “Southern Watchtowers™ of the Barotse Kingdom

Dr Holub writes in his book “Seven Years in Sonth Africa™ on page 109 and 118 about his visit to Impalila Island in
1875: “ Makumba was away hunting north of the Zambezi at this time; it was made known to me that the local people
were nol permitted (o receive me until an answer had been received from Sipopa giving his approval.

In duc course of a walk down the riverside next moming I came to some deserted farms of the Masupias, who fled ©
the opposite shore after the ion of the Manansa kingdom. In several places along the valley | saw the graves of
some Masupia chiefs. These graves were oval mounds, covered with antelope skulls and elephant tsks, so arranged
that the points and bent d some were bleached and cracked by exposure, but the smaller ones,
weighing 20 Ibs, near the centre of the graves, were generally in better state of preservation. Those which had been
deposited most recently were only milk teeth and consequently worthless; in all probability they had been placed there
since the Marutsi had become better acquainted with the value of ivory, so that the desds of reverence for the departed
had not defranded the rulers of any portion of their revenue™.

Holub goes on to record that af that time there were three groups of homesteads on Impalila Island. The one nearest ©
the Chobe was madc up of 135 huts; in another cluster of 25 huts the natives took refuge during the floods, and 32 huts
were built further to the west. He notes, too, that Makumba's village proper was on the left bank of the Zambezi and
that one of his wives lived on Impalila. He also mentions that Makumba (Kakumba), “the regional headman at Impalila
and cavironment, made a good impression for honest dealing on all white men passing that way in those days.”

Libebe with his brother Lisso () and his sons Lisso and Niana (1) (1905)
(Seimer, Die wirtschafilichen Verhalinisse im Caprivicipfel. Abb. 30)

o s : barders of the Masubia and Mafe (1909)
Chief = Sl 5 near Linyanti along the tribal
m.mmlmyusnld.lwndmmf “u'i’n’ .14
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The Mafe
(Strcitwolf, Der Caprivizipfel, p. 144)
A Hukwe bushman (1909)
(Sreiteolf, Der Caprivicipfel, p. 168)
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“q beg to direct your atiention 1o Africa;
]mﬂﬂinlfuymlshd]bemﬂinumaumw.wlﬁchin now open:

Do pot let it be shut again.

1 go back to Africa to try ke an open path for and Christianiry
doymmqml&:wo:twhiﬂlhneugun.

1 leave it to you.”

(David Li Cambridge Uni address, 1857)

The Europeans from 1850 - 1890

mnm:nmmmammm_mdmmmmuﬂrdum
m;uwmmummmmdmmummmmmmm-
edge of the mibes.

There are records of Silva Antosio Francisco Porto, a slave and ivory trader, who travelled cast from Bihe in Angola
and entered Barotseland in 1848, visiting the Barotse before they were subjected by the Makololo

An unusual but uwMﬁiuquﬂuTﬂMﬂ:md:ﬁ:fn«nBoerlemmliu‘l‘rim'hue
MwlmLhmuﬂhm}muwwyfwmymam&dwwmwﬁxmﬁﬂh
search of a Land with & healthier climate in which to setile. He is reputed to have come up the Zambezi from the east
comst and reached Barotseland in 1538, also visiting the “Falls”, (Livingstone saw the Falls for the first time oolyis
1855 #0d named them after Queen Victoria), but it is more likely that he only got as far as the Cabora Bassa Falls, the
Csbora Bassa Dam of today.

It was at Linyanti that the Makololo first made contact with the British. The missionaries David Livingstooe and
Willism Cotion Oswell reached the Chobe in 1851, They penetrated as far as Sesheke; where they met Sebetwant,
whom Livingstone characterised as strong and wise.
British traders very soon followed the missi P with the Makololo. The
tribes of the upper Zambezi bought their “European imports” from the Mambari, half-cast traders from Bihe in Angols:
Becanse those merchants bought shaves, Livingstone wented the tribes to trade with the British from the south, who.
however, were not encouraged 1o come in by the Makololo and the Barotse. The Mambari sold their goods chesper
becanse they had 2 shorter distance over which to transport them. The British were hadly treated and usually not
permitted to go beyond the line of the Chobe and Zambezi. It may have been that the riverine people feared the
Matabele would lesm from the southern traders how to pet at them.

the Chobe and PPy

The Landon Missicnary Society tred to realize Livingstooe's other desire, of having teachers in that country, bot (¢
missionarics that reached the Linyant in 1860 were nearly all kiled by fever and the survivors retreated. They did ot
come back, oaly Livingstooe visited the Makololo again oo’ his retumn from the east coast . In 1860 British infloeace
north of the Zambezi and the Chobe was non-existenl.

:\nu{y%ummnamwuwwmm-mvwmm island in 1874
T.qﬂlmu a borrid-Jooking place, situated in & marsh between the two riven, suggestive of nothing but fever, 48%
and mosquitos. It is a most unhealthy spot, and the graves of three English traders, who died there of the deadly malasia
fever, attest to the fact " C.E Kroeger, 1981).

The men responsible for establishing a British foothold in Barotseland was an Englishman named George Westbeech
who was not a political pguﬂnrmemgdiﬂ.tﬂt@ah.nmmﬁmlhﬂwoﬂunmﬂmﬁwinm
Mﬁm%ﬁeﬂﬁmﬂﬁ!wﬂﬁﬂmpﬂﬁqtﬁvﬁnk%ﬁhﬁ-ﬁlﬂmiﬂIs'?lu'ilhl‘h(eewagonl
Joaded with goods. Sipopa came with a large retinne o visit the strangers, and he soon told the white mea to remove
;h:'.rpu:unalbelmsingufmduvdidu.l{elhmhndhgmdsommdmdmmammsmmu
(Kazungula on the Zambizn side). Westbeech followed his goods and made friends with the King, who detained him
fwayumﬂahﬂjinaduwmhiumm}'aﬂwmﬁrlﬁmddﬂp.mmmldwimﬁumm
wagons with ivory and wept at his departure.

nlI'nu\‘i\:umemthadnmﬁmmywmmwm.ﬂﬁmmmdnaudim.He
uﬂ:mmmmmndmm-mmdywwqmmmmwwmwm
w&-mmmﬁﬁwmeummwmmmm.mMMw
m‘u:kBﬁﬁﬁminheyudd:Afﬁm.muniﬂﬂiuwndﬂIheh‘mwinﬂnmui&lb:
Barotse was lized and British infl was firmly established.

mfmmmmuwmmmwwmmummnmum
Thmm&.ﬂmjmﬁnﬁdaid:ﬂnﬂnhm.uﬁp‘:dmdm-mm.uwwunm
FifﬁB(lml?B).mmﬁideinlmﬂmhmﬂlmlﬁnsmcnmnol’ﬂ:ilbun_k
m&meﬂwwﬂNﬁﬁl}.chwWQpﬁnNmMmhImlh:lmt
Father Depelchin arrived, 4 in 1885 by his colleag Kroost and three Brothers. Others came. They took the
"Old Bul " or “Pi " road, an g track from the South. In 1871 Westbeech had established a
mwmnwhw-uwﬁﬁlﬁ:mm&mmmmmwm
with its malaria, fever, horse sickness and tsetse fly.

Anillustrious visitor to the Caprivi-Zipfel w-mmwmmmmammsp-lsnmm
Alrica from Benguela to Durban and in 1879 passed through the Caprivi-Zipfel and crossed Inpd;!ahlmd “'F“*"
called “Embaria Impalila™. His advenmres made him world famous and his books were translated into all major lan-
guages.

" "

‘his way 10 the upper Zambezi

In 1875 the Austrian explorer Dr. Emil Holub visited the Zambezi Bl ableney d
mnd Angola. He was a doctor of medicine, a zoologist, botamist, hunter, artist grapher, 20 avic
ﬂmmpedmummm.-mm:muwmmt@mﬂnwpm.
“"‘-Mmd-udmi:mngbm-:mvnpiumdtqhismﬂnupm.lhwpmdbyhnm&dmn

ided “Scven Yearsin South Africa”. His sketches illustrate the life in the
Mhm&muwn{mdmm-hu
suggested he take two Mambari as guides into the interior.

Haluk sy g = inl N
land between and around the Zambezi and
was discussing his further travels with Sipopo. The king had
Holub declined.

vingsione, other mission ! i succesaful was the
After Livi i 88 uduﬁuﬂmdmpnlwmﬂelﬂnimlm csaf ]
Wmhmwummm;mm.h.mmudm-mmm
in 1835, with the help of Westbeech crossed the Zambedi and settied in Sesheke.

Al the confluence of the Zambezi and Chobe was the :
with Impalils Tsland and its village had developed into & _ . .
m[ﬂﬁmﬂ)mlﬁ:’mmﬁmnmm mmmmmmnan;
“‘Mdmuummunwu-d.nwﬁeumm Impalila Island, trek across
lsdand s feery across the Zambezi to Kazungula of



Kakumba Island, the tip of Namibia, was named after the headman Kakumba, a very intelligeat Masubia, who was the
keeper of the southern gateway to Barotseland and chief of Mambova and Impalila village and the village of Kazungula
from 1875 until his death in 1895.

The gw explorer Dr. David Livingstone (1813 - 1873)
(Blaikie, William, Garden, The personal Uife of David Livingstone, front page)

-~ UCSIA

| Fe At |

jous (1851-1917)
. guide and explores

In . w;: m] mmﬂ,wﬁugﬂnmn Beho-Beho (German East Africa) in 2

1890 he guided the Rhodes Pioneers into +s Schutztruppe (4 1. 1917)

Frederick Courteney Sel
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Alexandre Alberto Da Rocha de Serpa Pinto (1846-1891)
Portuguese hunter, explorer and adventurer.
(Launay, “J ‘ai traverse' L' Afrique, front p.)

Alexandre Alberto Da Rocha de Serpa Pinto (1845-1891)
Portuguese huater, explorer and adventurer
(Lawony, *1"si waverse L'Afrique. front page)
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The Fi missionary Francois Coilland (1834-1904)
(Phillipson, Masi-oa-Tunya. p. 86)




Impalila Island (1878)
(Holub, Seven Years in South Africa, p. IT)

“1 am tired of this mapping out of Africa in Bexlin;

without oceupation, without development ...

the gist of the South African Question lies in the extension of the Cape Colony
to the Zambezi.”

(Cecil Rhodes in the Cape House of Assembly, 1888)

The Africans and the Europeans from 1590 - 1908

By 1890, the Colonial Powers had established their presence in Africa and political treaties had been signed with tribal
Ma.(hmdﬁmfm%ﬂ:emhlmﬁhhdmﬂlﬂﬁﬂhwnﬂﬁmhlmh[ﬁlﬂnwﬂq with
Frank Lochner of the British South African Company had been signed.

The “Helgoland-Zanzibar Treaty™

The year 1890 became the birthdate and the “Treaty” the birth certificate of the Caprivi-Zipfel. At a conference in
LnlﬂmwnvmdhyﬂuenlmminmufBﬁm‘n.Gmde sorted out their claims and new borders
mmmnﬂmmmmmm-mwmmﬁmﬁdmnmmm
Germany.

After the greater part of South West Africa had come under German protection in 1884 the eastern border was not yet
determined. At this maﬁuﬁmﬂhmmmmwmﬁmwcm Rhodes, were afraid that
Gumimmw‘smﬁmwaudm&mmwmqmﬂmum&emwmwcﬁm

Aﬁuﬁmmu,mmmwm,mzm_ It iis widely interpreted that the Caprivi-Zipfel was also
Whabﬂﬂmlh:ovulmdmcwﬁntGmmSaﬂthAﬁiwwﬁummﬁutMﬁca.demdly.

Africa, was called Angola. To the east, Southern
Protectorate extended south.

m%—ﬁﬁdmmdaﬁacmmm'dm-ncmggw ﬂ'lﬂ‘hﬁ.ﬂ‘ﬂ'limrﬁﬂ!
Tmi"lm-lnlhiaﬁmycqul&iu'nmndwlivewhﬁ.ﬂd Helgoland Germany in exchange gave up
the cloim 1o Zanyibar and Wituland in favour of Great Britain. They in turn agreed to grant Germany
hm’ﬁmﬁmmeAhiummmhylniydmiwvﬁchlhﬂxmpmﬂbelunun
20 English miles in width. "
Bt despit the new bardecs,for the next 18 years e changed for the peogle. Lewsaika uld fom bis Ryl Krnel
hmﬁtmmmmmwmuﬂhsﬁ#dmdbdhmﬂmpmuummmm
wmmmmhuwﬁ—mmwmmmnﬂmhumpﬂ



In the west, in Ngamiland, Chief Mathiba of the Tswana tried to extend his influence over Libebe on the Okavango,
Near Libebe's kraal, where the Angolan border meets the Okavango, the Portuguese in 1909 built Fort Mucusso. [t
turned out 1o be on Grerman (Caprivian) teritory. It took the German Resident, Hauptmann von Frankenberg zu
Proklisch, years to convince the Portuguese that they had “misinterpreted” the borderline and should remove the fort.
Thcydidmmdmhﬁhilmlhﬁraiﬁ:nfﬂlebﬂdﬂfuﬂhﬂwmmin19011,

“Crooks Corner”

Because of the new political constellation Letia could no longer prevent Europeans from entering the Caprivi-Zipfel
and soon fugitives from the law of the surrounding countries sought shelter on and around Impalila Island. It became
knwon as “Crooks Comer”. Lord Sclborne, the British High Commissioner in South Africa, challenged the German
Govemnment in Windhoek to “police the district or else ...", The Govemor acted immediately.

Leo Count von Caprivi (1831-1895)
(Graudenz, Schindler, Die deutschen Kolosten, p. 148)
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Cecil John Rhodes (1853-1502)

. Govemment Gardens, Cape Town i el by the Magistrate CE. Krueger
Th=|mumm'YﬂanMadhmq='[pomnn'hilhandmmm) " Amhanddmwnm [ifﬂlPofdl:el'lmn.Zle by 1o shape the borders of the country
T — e mf'c.r.xmnumq’ﬁw y
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Verbesitung der Beviikerungsgruppen des Ost-Caprivi-Zipfels
. L

Map of the tribes of the Eastern Caprivi-Zipfel
(00, Der O Caprivicipfel, p. 88)

“Wohlan denn, dapffere Teutschen,
Machet, dass man in der Mapp neben
neu Spanien, neu Engelland,

auch

neu Teutschland find "

(Johann Joachim Becher, 1657)

The Germans 1908 -1914

In November 1908 the Governor of German South West Africa, von S sent Haup (Captain) Streitwolf
with 3 German sergeants, 14 Askaris (Hottentots and Hereros), 2 oxwagons, 3 borses and 16 mules to take the Caprivi-
Zipfel into *visible German possession”. After an 83-days trek through Bechuanaland they reached the Chobe river,
crossed the border at Ngoma and went across the eastemn Caprivi-Zipfel towards the Zambezi to set up camp opposite
Sesheke where the British High Commissioner and Letia resided. Hauptmann Streitwolf named the place
Schuckmannsburg after the Governor..

In 1910 Sesheke was an important administrative and trading centre of North Western Rhodesia. On the southern
shores of the Zambezi, on top of a flat hill and under tall M trees, Schucks burg was established. (The
place, the river, the scenery became the background o part of the story of the “African Queen”, starring Katherine
Hepburn and Humphrey Bogart, in this Oscar-winning film, released 1951, Although the film was based on develop-
meats in German East Africa during the colonial war with Great Britain (1914), the scenes blended in well.).
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TEE ‘LIVINGSTONE MAIL [

Sesheke Notes.

1t Febroary, : * /309

The German Ixpedition under Capt.
Streitwolf is expected here to-morrow,
Messrs. Chalmers and Wilde; who left
liere two days ago met him at Moodie's
p'ﬁrnr, in German Soath West Afrlea,
land he Enve them.n very hearty recep-
tion. As far as can be gnthered every
facility will be afforded anyone wanting
'to settle in that combtry. .

The crossing of the Linyanti (Chobe) by Hauptmann Streitwolfl and his party at Ngoma on the 25 2. 1909.
Tbtpl‘m-hﬂwslh:uppupﬂlofﬂno‘l-ﬂﬂhins[ﬂﬂedm!wfﬂ!’mThepholD was taken from the shores of the
Caprivi-Zipfel.
The sceae is of historical relevence as it shows the
“sichibare Inbesitzmahme des Caprivi-Zipfels fur Deutschland”,
(Bildersammiung Streisvolf, Bundesschiv, Koblent)

Hauptmann Streitwolf was well received (1909)
(Bildersammbung Streitwolf, Bundesarciiy, Koblenz)

- - e Holubin 1875,
The three German sergeants who trekked with Stritwolf ko the Caprivizipfel Mm""ﬁ”,_h’“,,wm;:ammedm: sceich
Schuitz, Brunks, Ansorge (Hmmmkm,wh.p.lﬂl



8rd Febroary, R, J

Capt, ‘t{aitﬁﬁlf-'w;isitcd Sesheke on
the -8rd inst,: He.was in full uniform
and was received Bt"thg landing stage ¢/
by ‘Mr.'ds B, l\'enn%: Dillon, Lieat.
MecOarthy, Mr.! W.. T, Daniell, Letia
and his” Indunas, . He stayed . ywith
Lient. McCarthy -uniil; the’ next day,
and . then returned to his camp three ],
miles distant. y e e i

The Germans and the British maintained good and cordial relations,
Paper cutting from the “Livingstone Mai, Sesheke Notes™ dated 3. 2. 1909,
P Jilrgen Streitwolf,

= 7 7 P
Geheimer Legationsrat Brune von Schuckmann 1907-1910,

Hauptmann Kunt Streitwolf =
e set up Schuckmannsburg on the 7. 2. 1909 as the “First Imperia i son Bruno Helmut Erich von Schuckmann (1857-1915)
g Ro:.‘::f‘qdﬂ‘c‘m“-aﬁd“mdhc was appointed 25 Gmm mrm; German South West Africain 1909,

(Familieserband Mirgen Sweitwolf, Brunsbicel) (Fumilienverband von Schuckmans, Beriin)



Coat of arms,
German South West Africa (1884 - 1919),
of which the Caprivi-Zipfel became an integral part

The Caprivi-Zipfel under German Administration

A German administration was established and the Barotse had to withdraw leaving the local tribal system in shatters,
43 many communities had left the Caprivi-Zipfel to avoid paying tribute to the Barotse or being robbed of their cartle
and their women and children, by their overlords

Streitwolf inspected the country on k and by canoe, visited the villages, confirmed indunas and
asked the people to elect a new chief. After lengthy deliberations Chikamatondo was chosen to represent the Masubia.

Ou his inspection tours Streitwolf surveyed the country and counted the villages and people (5000 Masubia). When-
ever he visited the confluence of the Zambezi and Chobe he camped on Impalila Island as it became apparent that this
was the safest way to cross the river on the way to Livingstone, from where all provisions and the mail had to be
uﬂuw()nEh:widewnﬂlmcedﬂmdvuﬂuwindwunldypdngupmddmiyndlh:wavummildiﬂiuﬂund
dangerous for the lightly built local canoes to cross. To reach the Island from Schuckmannsburg was extremely diffi-
cult because of the often flooded plains and Kassaias. Streitwolf and his party had to come down the Zambezi as far as
the Mambowa Rapids and land at Impalila Island near the big Bacbab trees. They would then walk as far as Kakumba
Island where the Chobe was only 100 m wide. To protect the road to Livingstone on the Bechuanaland side the British
had built a police station at Kazungula in 1908.

Before the Germans arrived Letia had pressured the Masubia into leaving the Caprivi-Zipfel with their families and
ﬂlﬂl-\‘lﬂnymliﬂainndumsequyﬂnrwmwu:nhd\uuimdun]ennlmbyﬂme It was Letia with
whom Streitwolf and the British High Commissioncr Wallace negotiated to have the family members returned. In
addition 300 heads of cattle were given back.

The British wﬁmmﬁmhmmq@lmmﬂclm.
Major Eason was in charge.
!Muuw;:.ﬂ)
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The retum of the stolen canle, arranged by Streitwolf in 1909,
the photo shows the cattle being driven across the Zambezi from Sesheke to Schuckmannsburg.
(Strettwolf, Der Caprivizipfel, p. 160)

Chikamatondo is elected Chief of the Masubia in
o m’:;hmkm:muhurg (1909),

(Sweitwolf, Der Caprisizipfel, p. 68) j Sesheke (1909)
B (Streirwolf, Der Caprivicipfei. p- 73)

[ﬁ"’mdiﬁnguw‘mhmcrﬂmc--wnnuwmdw-nd'mmmlv:felndsmmfm(alhnhouum
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The point where four countries meet,
Namibia, Zambia, Zimbabwe and Botswana

Fetschuanalard -

e R T 2 )

wo
"
"

Magp of the mﬁpdm&wivili'ﬂd

Der Adminisirator ‘von
Adminisirator von N, s {, Der Caprivisipfel

W.
(rechts) Herr Wallace,

The 1049 v draven i 1909 by Hauptmaun Seritwolf. 1t s the ooly one of its kind.and shows Impaila-, Kakumbe-

The Administrator North We Rhodesi =gy . =

A "'"“‘"’:l"'m i whed “Insel”) Island and above the westernmost spot an nmnamed island whdmcdlneflbyﬂtmlsfmodﬂr e

in Sesheke (1506) H"‘"Th“*mm‘hiu s next o the Kasane police station of today. The “Engl. Stat.” is near Kazimgula village:
(Sreteck,Der Coprivichd . Ja1) T "Bl i the cme referred to by Holub. The atrow poas 10 the ot where the four couniries meet.
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German administration is extended over the whole of the Caprivi-Zipfel

duced the German Administration to Chief Libebe. The Portuguese

In 1909 Streitwollf visited the Ok d i

had meanwhile used the lack of German control of the temitory to build a fort at Mucusso near Andara along the
disputed bordertine. It took the future German “Imperial Residents” years of negotiations to make the | leav
the Caprivi-Zipfel.

German policy was to portray to the outside world a commitment to stay, control and administer and, over an extended
period, 1o develop the land However the funds and the personnel to do so were scarce and the inaccessibility of the
Caprivi-Zipfel from W added to the problems. The only viabl, ion was via Walvis Bay, Cape Town and
the railroad to Livingstone, and from there on foot, by oxwagon and boat along the Zambezi to Sesheke and across o
Schuckmannsburg

As it tuned out the Caprivi-Zipfel was administered by no more than 4 Germans and 20 locally trained Askaris.
Buwe:nuunthcyhndm:mm'lmuu.bnuhﬂnwmpm,mwmmmmdfmdulomlshndlynr
interference.

Schuck 2 ped as the initial grasshuts had to be replaced with brick buildings. The seargeants builta
mmmm,mhmwﬂmmmdlw:mﬂzwm.uf:wud!iﬂimltfu't\'ﬂ?-
bady. Malania, the tsetse fly and the annual floods took their toll. The lung sickness prevented the cartle trade from
growing.

In 1910 Streitwolf was replaced by Oberleumant Kanfmann and he was foll d by H; von F
Ducrolh:mhml&ydimhﬁmmhwmqﬂudwcymm.midmdmmm
mmﬁmfmhdwbeamhudfalhﬁm:heing because of the health hazards.

On inspections across the Caprivi-Zipfel Streitwolf encountered the wide range of wild life roaming the plains. One
dfyhecmaumsahmTugﬂhuwiﬂlhisAﬂxi'mnuakqi"lhqhmmdmmmm:ﬁmﬁmm
&mvuuim-b:mjmm.purmp'm

Altbough plans were developed to connect the Caprivi-Zipfel by railway, with the rest of the Colony to search for

munerals, to establish tropical agriculture and build roads between Libebe, Schuckmannsburg and Npoma, time Wi
running out. The First World War would bresk out in Europe on 1. 8. 1914,

42

ts in B (1509}

mperial Resident, Schuckmannsbarg {1912)
T’h:huncdﬂ:eﬂwml-pﬂ:l 1881934}
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Streitwolf, “Bumskopf™ and the dead lion near Linyanti (1909)
(Streitwolf, Der Caprivizipfel, p. 184)

Drawing of the proposed police station and administras building for Schy

% (1911), it was never built Bekockmttiny el S o
backpage)

(National Archives of Namibia, Windhoek) (Stretnwolf, Der Caprivcfel.
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A Townplan™ of Schuckmannsburg, drawn by Streitwolf (1910)
1hunzugcmm,

The Susman Brothers

Among the more prominent traders in and around the Caprivi-Zipfel were Harry and Flie Susman. An article given o
the Author by Mr. David Susman, Cape Town (chairman of Woolworths), son of Hlie, illustrates the life of these early

pioneers.

THIE SUSMAR BROTHERS

The ploneering settlers of Northern Rbodesia rarely
achicved much material success. but a notable exception
‘was provided by two brothers born a century agoina
remote village in Lithuania. By their courage and
enterprise, Harry and Elie Susman brought wealth for
themselves and development for their adopted country,
and no-one who knew them will forget the generosity
with which they helped the less fortunate, .

Harry, then aged 20, and Elie, aged 16, landed at
Cape Town in 1896 and by trading and dealing in
€attle worked their way up to Johannesburg,

Mr. Hurry Suman and the Paramount Chief of the

Barotze

Francistosm, aod at leagth to Bulawsyo. Here, too
‘poor to buy a wagon, they combined with others to

inflated by the rinderpest which had taken so fearful a
toll of cattle throughout Southern Africa [n 1896, With
this wagon they took to Kanungula goods to trade for
cattle and thus financed a series of similar journeys.
They were affiicted by the common encmies of the
trader and traveller of those days: both were pearly
killed by blackwater, both were tipped into the
Zambezi by hippo aad many of their cartle o the
long treks were taken by lion. By 1506 they had




by their endurance established permanent trading
stations at Nalolo and Sesheke and enjoyed the
friendship and trust of the paramount chisf, Lewanika.
This they reinforced by the sucosssfidl importation of &
coach 1o which the chief had taken a fancy on his
visit to England to attend the coronation of King
Edward VII in 1902

Lems characteristic of their endesvours was their
pursult of oo of the wildest of geese—Lobeagula’s
treasare. To 1908 and 1909 with two otber men,

They were guided by John Jacobs, Lobengula's
Coloured secretary, who claimed 1o have accompanied
13 magoo loads of gold, diamonds aod ivory
belonging to the defeated chiel for

bizrial oo the Lukalwe stream. On the sscond

did not sccompany, Jacobs deserted to Angola with
mary of the carriers, and the wagons and most of the
oxen were lost.

La 1913, the Suseass sold 50 wagoas asd trained
teams of onen to Levanlka who ia tam 30ld some of

pacumonis

canle for years. After thés disaster, the Summans were
obliged to transfer their operations 1o the Bechuanaland
Protectorats (Batywasna) aod by the 19205 they

Meaawhile the Susmans had loog sinoe begua to

“!ww"lhmmudmmw
their purchase of Leopard's Hill ranch at Lisaka ia
1910 may be considered among the pioneers of farmi

i Nocthern Rbodesia, (The year 1910 was also that of
Harry's marriage to Annie Grill, daughter of 8 pioseer
of the Old Drift: it was the first Jewish wedding in the

grew wheat at Leopard's Hill, and at Kabulooga

in 1926 they piopeered the growing of Virginis tobacoo.
But the crop price was oo low, and they sold whatis
ow ooe of Lustka's most theiving suburbs for about
£1,500, (They missed u far bigger coup i 1916 whena
prospector they emplayed pegged the Nikana cluims.
The Susmacs were not impressed by the potential

of this find, and the Bwana Mkubwa mining company,
which should have known better, declined to pay £100
for them. The Susmans eventually got £500 for what
became & few years later ooe of Zambia's bigeest

& o

Otber farms the biothers owned from time to time.
inciuded the Wolverton and Nanga estates oo the Kafo®
and it was part of the Nanga which was presented io B¢
the 19505 to Rbodesian Selection Trust (the forensase’
of Roan Consalidated Mines) for the Kafue Pilot
Polder, the experimental station for ascheme to fan?

other ranches al Choma, and Chambishi farms
on the Copperbelt. In the 19305 snd 1940, tha Sus™s™
activities were alo exisnded joto & chain of

and hotels oa the Copperbels, into the first blanket
faciory ut Livingstooe, and Zambesi Sawnills.

Ekl’a;u-mmmﬁ.mmw
, 45d with a ploneering fricad from Bechust®
Iand days, Max Sonnenberg, cstablished the Wool#o™!
chain of stores. Harry moved to Saliabury in 1949, 4
neither of the brothers lost their close conpectiond 1
the country of their adoption. Harry died at

Muszzaberg in 1952, Blie in Johannesburg in 1955-

This article was published in Northern Rbodesia i
fh"’“““—-hﬁw“ 1970

.. room B P s
THE LIVINGSTONE Mall.

Sesheke Nofes

S

1et Fibrmary,

“Touday beinge-the anniversary of Luth
H. and é Susinan’s Lirthdays (they
are 31 and 28 respectively) they invited
ull their friepds to"dinner, and as there
aré guite a' nomber of traders passing
through just now ne less than fourteen
E Wlheyng At g 05D cxgyllent
repast the reajnder of the evening was
devated to music. © Songs were gontri-
Luted by . severnl. of the guests, “the
sramuphone »ﬁl1in|g in the intervals.,
k r. Levitz,.on the fute, and Mr.
Epstein, )i the. violin, provided the
instrumental portion of thie programme,
and quite a surprising smount of taleut
wak brought, to. light. .~ Toasts were
numerpus, and if good wishes count for
anything the firm of Susman Brothers

should prospe

The private life of the plooeers
(Privatsombng Jarges Srenecy,
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The German presents along the Okavango

The following map was drawn by Hauptmann Streitwolf in 1909. It shows the Okavango where it flows across the
Caprivizipfel. It indicates the ‘German Camp “Lager”, Libebe'’s village and the Roman Catholic Mission Station.
“Port Station” is the Portuguese Fort of Mucusso, built by the Portuguese on “German Territory”, in 1911 it was
removed. (The mag is from Strcitwolfs book “Der Caprivizpfel”.
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The beginning of the German palice station in Libebe (1911)
l’”ﬂf-—vuw.mwmfﬂl




52

Sergeant Hupel, in chasge of the German poi station
ogether with the r P":Hdh:n Libebe (1911),
rﬂ“—m?%.ﬂ-&mﬂh-fﬂ,mw}

The surrender of Schuckmannsburg and the end of Germany’s colonial presence in the Caprivi-Zipfel

Inkis book *Urgent Imperial Service”, Gerald L' Ange writes:

“22. of September 1914. The Germans had no strong force there, and the seizure was unopposed; in fact the whole
business was very civilised and polite. One section of the BSAP (British South African Police Force) set out by train
from Salisbury on September 10 and at Hartley found that the ladies of that sporting township had come to the station
and provided 2 most excellent tea for us. In Hartley they, too, were doing their bit for the war effor.

At Victoria Falls a contingent from Bulawayo and 40 native police joined the force. They dug trenches to defend the
Victoria Falls bridge, more as an exercise than in any serious expectation of a German attack. Then they trekked into
the Caprivi on what was to be perhaps the first British conquest of the war.

At Sesheke they drew lots to see who would ask the Germans to surrender to avoid bloodshed. Licutnant Stephens won
and, accompanied by two corporals, one black and one white, crossed the niver by boat. On the other side they were met
by a black sentry who was obviously expecting them and who led them to the cluster of modest buildings that was
Schuckmannsburg. The German Resident, Herr von Frankenberg zu Proklisch, was waiting for them on his verandah.

After some formal di ion he agreed to der and the parl. ire group returned to the river to fetch the rest
of the BSAP force. Reaching Schuckmannsburg at dusk, the BSAP formed up on the square, Herr von Frankenberg
fm!muﬂuedmdhcmdhhwhimpdiocmmmmmd and immediately released on parole. It was 100
late 10 raise the Union Jack, so the BSAP contended themselves with lowering the German flag. First thing next
morning they hoisted the British flag. the District Commissioner of Sesheke taking the salute on behalf of King George
V.with the men drawn up on the square and giving three cheers to His Majesty the King.

Von Frankenberg’s native police force was told to disband and go bome and, leaving a detachment of its own black
police 1o occupy Schuckmannsburg, the BSAP took the Genman resident and his scrgeant Fisher (Fischer) off to be
imemed in Livingstone.
Mmﬂ'wdldlmwmmwmwalperhspslh:mmlmumblcmnfmmimnfdzwwcw"."

Inthe National Archives of Zimbabwe in Harare, are photographs of what was called the “Schuckmannsburg Expedi-
o0’ unfortumately, it was not possible to copy these historical documents.



“L'appetit vient en mangeant”
(Lord Salisbury explaining his African policy to the French Ambassador in
London)

The Caprivi-Zipfel 1914 - 1919

Schuckmannsburg was taken over by the BSPA on 22./23. 9. 1914, The 12 African Askaris, the total German police
force, were sent home. For the Caprivi-Zipfel the First World War was over. At the same time the South African army,
“obliged™ to the British Government in London, had invaded German South West Africa across the Orange river in the
south and had landed in Walvis Bay.

The war in this part of German South West Africa lasted until 9. 7. 1915 when the “Schutztruppe™ surrendered al
Khorab near Otavi.

On 24. 10. 1914 the BSAP under Major Capell was withdrawn and the Northemn Rhodesia Police, under Captain Lakes,
was leftin control of Schuckmannsburg.

Meanwhile the British High Commissioner in South Africa instructed police and army agents of Southern Rhodesia
and Northern Rodesia to patrol along the Northern Rhodesian and Angolan side of the border as they feared that te
Schutztruppe would “march through the Caprivi-Zipfel and attack the Victoria Falls”. They reported back that the
small German police station &t Libebe had been destroyed by the Germans themselves.

Now the question arose what to do with the Caprivi-Zipfel. Some suggested to amalgamate the easten part with North-
mmmmmmmmunmmmmwmmwmmhwmmm
Bechuanaland Protectorate. (In 1911 North Western Rhodesia was amalgamated with North Fastern Rhodesia to be-
come Northern Rhodesia with Livingstone the capital).

In the end the British High Commissioner in South Africa decided that the Resident Commissioner of Becmanalmd
Protectorate should be in overall charge and the eastern part be administered by Captain Fason, who was appoinid
Special C: ioner based in Sch 2. He later moved back to Kazungula and Kasane and left Corporl
Legge in Schuckmannsburg. The western part of the Caprivizipfel was to be administered by the magistrate in Maus
This arrangement lasted until the end of 1919,

s Cormander, iewtenan

The German Schutztruppe surrenders at Khorab near Otavi,

t-Colonel Franke (left), Governor Dr. Seitz Qfmld'l].SﬂtﬂlAﬁmW.anﬂﬂ

Louis Botha (right).
The South African fielded 40.000 troops, the Germans 4.000,
{(Graudenz, Schindier, Die detschen Kolonien. p- %0)



“Die weiBe Frau bleibt auf alle Fille besser diesem Lande fern. Fin Land, day
in der Regenzeit mit Moskito verpestet und voll von tropischer Malaria ist, in
der Trockenzeit viel Schwarzwasser hat, ist keine Gegend fiir weifie

Besiedlung.”
(Hauptmann Streitwolf, Der Caprivizipfel, p. 140)

Under Mandatory Authority 1920 - 1929

In 1920 South Africa became the Mandatory Authority for German South West Africa including the Caprivi-Zipfel

(Treaty of Versailles). As the previous with Bech land Pn worked well it was decided to
renew it This lastet until 1929
The local lation was infc d but not Chik d ined the Chief of the Masubia. The other

tribes lived more or less peacefully alongside the Masubia. Their common main problems were more trading stores,
medical and educational facilities, and for the Barotse the right to graze their cattle and cut grass on the shores of the
Caprivi-Zipfel.

The former Corporal J.A. Legge was allowed to open a trading station on Impalila Island. His cattle dip was so well
bult that it survived the years. Stores were later opened elsewhere. The Seventh Day Adventists set up a school in
Nsundwa and Lusese, and Mr. Moody was allowed 1o cut valuable wood in the neighbourhood of Katima Mulilo, The
“Northern Labour Organisation” gave Frank Balme permission to recruit labour for South West African mines.

A population census was made in 1921, showing 2003 male and 2246 female inhabitants. During these years the
Administration consisted of:

The Magistrate in Kasane,

Schuckmannsburg: | Enq:mSmmdmuumdNaﬁv:Tmnpux.édimM Native Constables, 1 Stock In-
spector.

Katima Maulilo: 1 dismounted Native Constable.

Sembalas: 2 di d Native Constab

Bwabwata: | mounted Native Trooper, 1 dismounted Native Constable.

Andara: | European Sergeant, 3 di d Native Cs

Mbambsi: 2 dismounted Native Constables.

There were only mules for riding, no horses. Supplies came from Livingstone by oxwagons as far as Mambowa Falls
mdfmmHuebyﬁmhpwh?nbd.hwmmumwﬁd&mghhwﬁmﬂfmm"
10 trafic through the “strip™.

Today Mbambi bas a Roman Catholic Chiarch
m,.,lmummua-wi



“Man muB erkennen, daB im Laufe der Geschichte,
alle Menschen Kinder threr Zeit und ihres Viokes sind
und eine entsprechende Sicht haben.”

{Otto Heinz Mattiesen, Herzog Jakob von Kurland)

Under South West African Administration 1929 - 1939

Since the Union of South Africa had been entrusted with the administration, the League of Nations objected to the fact
that they had handed over the ion to the Bech land Pr As a result South West Africa was
charged with ing the Caprivizipfel. This was done in September 1929. The Caprivizipfel had been divided
famﬁmmm.mmqﬁﬂ-ﬁﬁdfmh@mmm.aheWhtuanxivivﬁﬂd
west of the Mashi including the Okavango area. The strech west of the Okavango up to the 21° longitude was included
inthe Okavango Native Territory. The castern part was inhabited by the Masubia (Chief Chikamatondo, by now blind)
uﬂﬂ:Mi:nszyqfﬂldmﬁ}hduihdw.llﬁpdlﬂhwtderiva.dnemmimpm
Mafe villages in this area. The westem part included the “strip” with its Hukwe Bushmen wandering, from north 1o
south who payed no allegiance to any of the larger tribes. and the Mbukushu under Lisho with Libebe, as progenitors.

The South African Administrati poi li ﬁmrh:SmthulAﬁimPﬂiceFmaﬂsqnhum‘
For the castern part it was W.S. Chadwick, who was soon replaced by sergeant Brits, assisted by Constable Blignaut. In
the westem past sergeant Wright took up his post as superindendent in Andara, near the Catholic Mission Station. (2
l'}31th=hﬂmdhwdewummhohvngnNﬁvnTmimale'veW“d"
Chief Lisho. At the same time it lost it identity as part of the Caprivi-Zipfel, This left the narrow “strip” between the
Okavango and the Mashi as the Western Caprivi-Zipfel).

Mw-kumiuﬂfmbylﬁemﬁﬂmpmplemﬂulﬁdrdicﬁ-vue!:ﬁtnwrlwlr.hﬂ‘:ownﬁ'ﬁ
The only restriction was felt when the Caprivi-Zipfel was declared a “Probibited Area” (Police Z Red Line). This
mmmmmuﬁm-mﬂmwmwhoﬁdmumgm

was retained as the f the Superi; and the addn

o

_‘-Br 1930, Mr. Sch of the Northern Labour Organi visited Schuck
inatruck. He reported back: “The road has cansed me no real trouble” He contis R here be
by iacants ‘ - He continued as far as Impalila Island wl

Anih-llwydsmil!in;wuwﬂmunnnydmdinl i .
_ “Trust Fiund from which Chikamatondo sd LefsS
Mm.h,mnl’SmMmﬂi.mivdenﬂhhpMpum e
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residency office, those bricks were again used mwﬂs.ﬂmuelwhﬂc.dcpadimm&drmﬁm The maker
would doubless have taken pride in lhemﬂmdhispmdmhlwmﬂdhmﬂyhnuhmghtwmﬁdpﬂdm
niche in posterity his bricks were to fill”. Katima Mulilo Station was opened on 28. January 1935,

Regarding the South West African Government in Windhoek, the Secretary of the S.W.A. Administration on a visit to
Schuckmannsburg, reported back: “To the inhabi the was a very ncbul by ion."

In 1939 Chief Chikamatondo asked and was granted that he might step down and his son Mubusisi i be appointed, as he
was 90 years old and had been blind for the past 20 years.

The Caprivizipfel as an outlet to the sea

101932 the mood in hern and Southern Rhodesia was to amal the two and find an outlet to the
sea. The sea was the Atlantic Ocean, the port the mouth of the Kunene, The country through which such a connection
could be establishe was the Caprivi-Zipfel. Mr. C.S. Knight, a member of the Legislative Council of Northern Rbode-
sia suggested “... that the Caprivistrip be added to Rhodesia and extended to the western Ocean ...

THE RUT4YAYC (CHLOXTCLE.
SATURDAY, BEGENBER ML S8

i 2

(Archives af the Public Library, Johannesnarg)
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*An irresistible movement is bearing the great nations of Europe towands the
conquest of fresh territories.

- Itis like a huge steeplechase into the unknown ...
especially that huge black continent so full of fierce mysteries and vage

(Jules Ferry,1890)

The Eastern Caprivi-Zipfel under the Administration of the Department of Native Affares in
Pretoria 1939 - 1962

In 1939 the Government of the Union of South Africa took over direct control of the eastern part of the Caprivi-Zipld,
calling it now the Fastern Cagrivi-Zipfel. The Department of Native Afairs in Pretoria was charged with the adminis-
tration and L F'W. Trollope was sppointed Native Commissioner and Magistrate with C.E. Krueger as his assistat

Travel o the Caprivi-Zipfel became somewhat casier. The transport company R.R. Sutheriand ran a truck {rom

Livingstone to Katomborn. From there a river paddle barge, 20 paddlers, plied the river upwards, It was slwap
difficult to negotiate the Mambowa and Katima Rapids.

In bis descri { travelling slong the Zambezi C.E. Krueger in his book “A history of the Caprivi” in Chapter
6 “... the low-lying country between the Zambezi and the Mashi (Linyanti snd Chobe) and the further westwart
containing the swamps, sunk below the sumounding elevations in the same way, possibly at the same time, as the Kif
Vd.lc;v.Mmmwmwmmhﬁlmmmﬁm:hﬂngnmdhm
quences, the frustation of the Okavango river ind, to 2 | far, the Mashi. These deep issues were not in 0
minds s, alongside Impelila, then nnoccupied (1940), we took note of the rather charming prospects - nature wdir
turbed -, tropical palms and other exciting features, swift-flowing walers of the Zambezi clear and fresh against (e
strong wall of the island ™

In 1940 WN.LA. (Witwatersrand Native Lsboar A i iting centre across the border fo®
Katima Mulilo in Norther Rhodesin. They also looked for Iabour amongst the locals in the Caprivi-Zipld.

On 2 rip 1o Lisnshulu in the south- westem cormer of the eastern part of the Caprivi-Zipfel inyamti, CE
: - along the Linyaotl.

K.lmmwj&hlmuini."- was blind and 100 years old. Hy e bered the White Hm
mk::dmummmmlﬂphm&ﬁwhlmbmmmwmﬁﬁddhindnd

:Eunw@_mwmmmwmms«mnmﬂnwﬁw
@mm:@mmmuhmummmmﬂmﬂhm’i
sides o e river tmasionary A incd the only place for medical help to the locals of o8

“From the Caprivi Zipfer”

The Jobannes burg newspaper “The Star” published
i on 16, 4. 1940 an article headed “From ;vi-Zipiel, 1485
Joumey 10 Bretoria - Six Earopeans in the Territory”™ It reads as follome o Gy

&0

“Aftersix months in the steaming Caprivi Zipfel strip, Mr. L EW. Trollope, d native of the
ferritory, is in Preforia. “Although civilisation is pleasant as a change” he said, “1 shall be glad 1o get back The life
waumm:mdlhmmsnmmyngslabmmmmwm_mwmﬁsmawewm
the temitory and only one radio set”.

The Caprivi strip was in the news last August, when the Union Government annownced that, for reasons of conven-
ieace, it would be administered by the Native Affairs Department instcad of by the South West African Administration,
which had been responsible for it up to that time. Situated at the confluence of the Zambezi and one of its larger
iributaries, it is tropical, humid and malarious. almost completely flat, its lower portion consists of marshes mnd wide
streiches of water from the Zambezi.

“The Zambezi and the low-lying country is the main reason for my visit to Pretoria”™ Mr. Trollpe ssid. “Every year
much of the temitory is inondated by the swollen river and this season the floods were particularly serious, 8o serious
in fact that the water eame up to my front door and [ want the department to do something about it”.

Mir. Trallope arrived in Pretoria on Sunday after nearly a fortnight’s travelling. The 150 miles between Katima Mulilo,
his settl and Livi Northern Rbodesia, was covered by paddle barge down the Zambezi. The trip took
between five and seven days.

“ltis a fascinating journey. The country is heavily wooded for much of the way and there is alsways something of
mierest No traveller fails to make a call at any of the settlements along the river and one spends the nights either at one
of the settlements or on the river hank”.

After 2 45 mile run by mad to Livingstone, there remained the three day rail journey 10 Pretoria

“Lam afraid you journalists have rather ised the life at Caprivi. The “Ssnders of the River” mngle on Sergeant
Bris, my pred, was a little cxaggerated, for we are not as isolated a3 some of the Northern Rhodesian settle-
meaits. We are oaly 150 miles from Livingstone, whereas Mongu is 450 miles from it. There are also scveral settic-
meats, notably & fairly big sawmill on the Northern Rbodesian side of the river, and my assistant and [ pay periodic
Visits b them

Lam ot bored,

¥ also bave a Seventh Duy Adventist missionary with his wife and two dhildren living near-by, so that there are six
Baropesns in the territory.

“0ed? No; one is never idle. We get up early to deal with most of the work in the cool of the day. Then there is pleaty
.m‘d""" mmnwmmmmumwﬁn-ﬁmmmummm
#2mesrve and there is a remendous variety of game.

;’r“htlhld:ofnﬂrqu)mmmeﬂwﬂfmhwwﬂml#dhmﬂm:
™€ are anxious to hear the latest about the war we listen in 10 the mi ‘s radio. The dep M'u

o™ & rnemittng sct, s that we should be in touch with Pretoiain sny emergency, b the warbas beld VP ¥
ey

m%ﬁmmm_wwwdhmmmdmwdw.mt
I'”I'thmwu, Afci o sfer to the Union G The
forthe hearing of civil disputes relieves the Compmissioner of a great deal of petty work.
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Crime in the Caprivi strip is most infrequent.

An casy life

*“The natives arc law-abiding and lcad an casy, if not indolent, life. A few of them go to the goldmines but, as there is
no taxation, they have little incentive to leave their homes. There are about 10.000 of them in an area of about 4,500
square miles.”

Transport is simple in the Strip. It consists of paddle barge or motor boat on the river and mules and a Scotch cart on
land. Motor cars are impracticable owing to the absence of roads and the denseness of the forest.”

M. Trollope lives in a well-built brick house with his assistant. Adjoining the house and office or “boma” is a com-
pound for seven or eight native constables. The nearest native village is five miles away, and the old German adminis-
trative settlement, established in about 1908, is 40 miles ck and is now an i

The territory, acconding to Mr. Trallope, has lite economic future, mainly owing to the periodic inundstions. Mr
Trollope served for nearly four years in South West Africa and Ovamboland before going to Caprivi at his own request
chl[rumm&nmhmsmdnyufwrhmlyuweck':myin:hUnim

Chief Chikamatondo, the Legend

lnIMD.Tﬂqzm:GiJMAgismuIlheClpri\i-prd.medtecwd.whmlheILWmiquhadjus(hﬂkﬂﬂmi"
Elwpc.Qihma(mdn.now-vaoldmmiv&idhildﬁuniaskedhmifuﬁswumnwu.&m
Emperial mmlhphnmvmﬁmhmbugmmmb&mhmhkmpimdwmml9l4.
‘rrnﬂwemnmupu)ﬂndwhnbhdﬂnfnum:

“Before the British wok von Frankeaberg away to Livi ", Chil do said, “the Resident had called me 10
huuﬂ‘umdud:"mdlwymrpmﬁz,Ihtﬁmmwmlucﬂﬂlwubmduzwﬂlbemhuwullﬂ'ﬂdm
hGﬂmmighlmbuLNmmyqumimh,nkndmemeﬁAthmammnﬁngW

hrquunTmUopewhoiniMmhimdudeﬂhn{Clﬁd’Cﬁimm
(Stte Archives, Pretoria)

Chief Chikamatondo with his son Mubusisi.
mmdﬁmmﬁim-d’ddmm)
(C.E. Krueger, A History of the Caprivi wrpublishe
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MASUBIL CHIZFTAINSHIP
saslian alatfalloalr

1. I have the honour to confirm ny telezravhic advice rezerdim
the death of the late Chief Chikamatondo, a man of wvery greab 23
who had in his youth listened to Dr. David Livingstone preacaing
and who had loyally served the German Goverrment, the Bechuana-
land Adnministration, the South West African idministration and
the Union Covernment.

2.  The Department's coniolences were duly .conveyed to the
Chief's family anéd the Tribe through the Kuta.

3. 4s a natter of interest, I enclose herewith a statement Te-
é?rglﬂs the last days of and the death-bed scene when the Caiel
ied.

4. On 30th August, 1945, at Kabe I neld a meeting of the Dribe
in order to nominste a naw Chief for the Minister's appointment.
The meeting was very well attended - in fact there were only
tEree acsentes Xraal Heads from the whole Hasubia area, two of
them had sent valid excuses for their absence and the third beiff
the only real absentee.

5. It will be noticed that on his death-bed Chikamatondo
gn.;jomed that his fly switch should be given t:g";{:ngon- That
;2dunction is capable of the construction that he wished his S0
t_o}sacceeu_..:.n as Chief. The son in question, Mubusisi, (an
gg-y son) 1s_u.nstablg and quite unfitted for the position. HE
id at one time act for his father with Govermmental approval b¥
was S0 uasatisfactory that he was eventually dismissed from his
position, Chikamatondo on a few occasions expressed to me

giﬁgfcmally the view thet his son was not a fit person to succeel

8. At the meeting on the 30th I informed the t en that
::eioxgie called together to make a nominatzon r:ib::g Minister'
1o be o= . I made it qirite clear that their nomimatign was 890
o b h?s““ed as an appointment and that Government reserved
n;;itign toIappgmt whohSoever they desmed fitted for the :
be made but th:-ﬁl?,.-thzt I hoped that a unsnimous nomination covl
ot e, lt 1 there were rivel nominations it would rot
Zithes #ouid entail a vote being taken. I trereon left the
eting a‘nd Said I would returs whsn I was seat f;:r.

1 ¢f put ten mi
late Chief's Nz

Chief. I enguir enerally whether ¢ s any ot
nocinavion obut no Ifurther nomination was orthcoming, Fubusisi
was present.

g, I enguired from Muraliswane whether he was breparei o
accept the position were the Governmsnt to spjoint him. =

replied in the affirmative. I thereon czlled on those wresant
to state whether they agreed with the Iigenbels's nomination.
A upanimous vote tTestified to their szreerent.

9. I informed tke peeting that I would convey their nominatisn
Lo the IMinister and in the meantime I charzad the Neembels anc
Kute of the late Chief with the administration of the tribe until
the Minister's decision was known.

10. Chikenatondo, although an important cen and a srest warrie=
in his day, was not of the royal house of the Masubia =ri
The tribe’ did once have its own Chief but towards the eni
last century had for many yezrs bsen under the dominstion
Malozi (Barotse). Upon the advent of the Gerzan Imperisl
Resident in 1908 the Malozi ruling representatives 1s7t tae
country and Chiksmetondo wes appointed as Chief by Hazuptzann
Streitwolf on the tribe's nominstion. They had previously
nomipated Liswaninyane, the then senior descendsant of the olé
Masubia royal house, as Chief, but Streitwolf declinec to 2ceent
this nominztion as the ronminee was 2 pinor. The presens
nominee Hursliswens is the senior living Zfsscendent in the Stri:
of the royal house.

1l. I accordéincly recommend the apdcintment of Furalisweza
liayiba es Chief of the Masubie Tribs with effect from the date of
his assumption of duty zt = szlary of Z40 per annum.

HiGIS

EnilEE8 CASRILY
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on the HMagis
to find out
Chikamatondo. L
The Chief hadé died

f I errived at SCI 2nns oL
1045, at 10 p.m. on 18ta July, 1945.

2 ¥

ef bed slready been buried.
buried with the rites due to a deceased Cnief The Kgamoele
Ntonda had been in charge of the funeral srrangements. The Chi
had himself before he died given certain instructions in this
connection which will be referred to later.

2. On my arrival the C

3. The Chief had been ill for some time and he ané his I
and the XKuta members rezlised he wes on his death-bed anc ¢
kept about the place to be presant when the end came.

L The first indicztion that he himeslf feli that he was ner
Geath was when he asked his grandson Mulene, who was >lanning &
proceed to work at Johannesburg, not to go as if he went he wold
find him (the Chief) dead on his return. That was sbout 2 ¥
before the end.

: the 18th he sent for the people to coze if
his sick-room. There were there members of his femily inclucd
Mubusisi (his son), Nathan Muyepekwa (his son-in-law and the
Secretary of the Kuta), and members of the ¥uta including the
Ngambels Wtonda, lMunyaza, Mbuche, znd others.

5. On the night of

%. jhe Chief therson suoke to [unysza. Ez seid he
1_1,3 said that in his lifetime he had worked harmoriously ®
Letia (the present Paramount Jhief of Barotselsnd) and with ¥

He said thset he had slways

5 Dsen et pesmnce
thareon L

his son Iubusisi to lik
He said er his
to nobody els

Governments.
his Deople.
n et pezce
is fly swiich should be
H ¢ ivi
domestic metters, 4
in fetching meslies from Mahundu. He then addressed Nuny2i
by name saying "Goodbye, I am now going. When I am Gead JO°
& $ood house which must have one wall". Sportl
exgired in the presence of the persons mentiope®

ani
directions eoocuL¥

me

7 In order to carry out his wi 3 et
his favourite mukoro ")(rnpgi"‘,“lf wishes regarding the "heuse’s
in helf = e dugout canoe) named "Hayuma',

wa
was constructed of lafls
1 this "house" .or coffin B¥
el E,,.'Y;Sx’- &'rap;ed in 2 blanket, were placed t?;’
as stor -k aiaroonal Biid noluding his SN0 Ce
os ot long grave was n dug and the c&%
and coversd up. The burial took place in 487
on the 19th July, 1945. 4 fence 0
ed rouni the ourizl place and in due °
Lo plant tress round the grave.

nd & lutanza (e canopy)
exr the hz21f cznoe I

branches

8. 2

ogna,

Tepress
etien

ve from the Mwandi Kuta in Sesheke, H.Ta;gbe

=4
8. £
Muy ed the ceremony.

B 1 (Sgd) L. Cpl. Hetsl®
OF JULY, 1945

F

Trollope

Trollope was the longest serving magistrate in the Eastern Caprivi-Zipfel and left his marks. He had some rather
unusual ideas, as when he had an old Baobab hollowed out and a toilet installed inside.

mmuhmwmmmﬂwm
(Dahle, Leyerer, Namibia, p. 516}



“Colonial Splendour™

was 50 im-

Mr. Cunni

In search of information on the Caprivi-Zipfel the Author met Mr. Richard Cunningham (80) in Johannesburg. From
1951 - 1960 he was the District Commissioner for Sesheke District of Northern Rhodesia. At that time he frequently
‘met the Barotse King’s representative in Mwandi, Chief Lubinda. The chief told him that he had been an Askari with

ihe Barotse Native Police who in 1914 took part in the capture of

pressed by the long faithful and intelligent service rendered by the Chief that he recommended to his government that

he should receive an M.B.E., duly awarded by Queen Elizabeth I in 1962.

Mr. Cunningham would visit his counterpart in Katima Mulilo regulary using the official paddle barge. He would stand
at aftention in the bow, the banner raised as he approached the shores of the Caprivi-Zipfel.

D:Eitu\. L ax I~ r dogk,
Hizn (lichrn, Fhr 3
s, in A a..ow..\\ o3/ \vt....w__..,ﬂ:km%
L..u... Bulad, _.mnu.\mw e ¥
Ao ﬁ..‘lm‘n h.un.wf.u__,.“.. o s gy
S e pivye Ty

on prevailing in 1947,

Caprivizipfel,
picture ot the sitat,
history of the Caprivi)

Detailed map of the Eastern
it gives a comprehensive pi
(CE. Kraeger, A

drawn by CE Krueger i



“Our mandate is in any event soon to end,
on which note we might conveniently end this chapter.”
(C.E. Krueger, A history of the Caprivi, 1982)

The years of change 1963 - 1973

The winds of change had come to the Caprivi-Zipfel.

These were in the words of the then Magistrate C.E. Krueger:
“... an attempt to inflict on the Caprivi a new order, generated from the outside, ... having as its aim the supplanting of
the South African Government.”

The first indication was the building of Mpacha aerodrome capable of taking aircraft (type C.130) that would provide
for the needs of the time.,

Independence of Zambia resulting in the severence by that Government of pratically all ordinary friendly relations as
bad been known locally, was a further step in this direction. (This divided the tribes, families, grazing rights, rading
patterns).

Infiltration by SWAPO from Angola and Zambia encouraged by UNIP (Zambia), resulted in South Africa bringing in
Police Field Force.

Then the World Court (United Nations) started to sit on South Africa, and the South African Prime Minister B.J. Vorster
Visited Katima Mulilo,

101962, the Caprivi African Union (CANU) was formed in Lusaka under the Masubia Brendan Kongongolo Simbwaye.
&Wuafmmmqnﬂmmmmr p d jon and independence from South Africa”. In April
Mishak Muyongo, a Mafe, was clected vice-president. The following years CANU made their presence known. It was
the start of turbulent times between various groups of “freedom fighters”, the tradtional rule of the chiefs and the South
Aftican Government. Zambia had become the base for SWAPO.

S00n the South African army took over the defence of the borders. Similar armngements took place in the westem parts
ihc‘m"ifﬁlﬂd. ‘The South African Airforce provided now a quick and easy connection with Pretoria.

h_‘m"“mmltﬂewu mmﬁﬁmﬁmdw&kﬂqm&%%mmhﬁmﬁ'ﬁ of South West
Alfica, with increasing support for SWAPO from differcnt quarters. This in perticular from the Usited Nations, Aa-
#9la (after independence in Angola, SWAPO had moved their headquarters to Luands) aod Zambia.

Suth Arica tred to masintain the support of the chicfs of the region and in [mwimm.aﬂemmfmﬂil‘:
f e Caprivi Zipfed 10 Pretoria. (By then, the officisl Ianguage used by the govemment had somewhat divided
Coprivi Zipfe, the Eastern part spke English, the Westcrn part Afrikaans)

o T;%Mnmdafhth:Adminumd!b:Tmﬂl. EH. odmd_-u!'.mm“”"“‘.’fsi 153\;:
neinghem. the Distict Commisioner of Seshele Distict, Northemm Rhodssia,taking the parade (1950 o the indigenous population. In the Caprivi-Zipfel it was the “Faster Caprivi” (15840 o
Photo by couriesy of . Cummingha, Johansesburg 88 in the west “Okavango™ (27,571 population, 4.170.050 ha)
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Odendaal Plan 1962/63

S .

i_l Homelands
Weile Gebiete
- Regierungagebicte |

The Odendaal Plan
(Dalle. Leyerer, Namiia, p. 110)

Gravestone of the former Magistrate of the Caprivi-Zipfel
LFW. Trollope _ .
The grave lies on the present site of the Katima Lulilo golf course
(photo, Erika Bruckmans)



*] am Alpha and Omega,

the beginning and the end, the first and the last.™
(Reveleation 22, verse 13,

(The South African Army fighting in the Caprivizipfel)

The Caprivi-Zipfel as a “Prohibited Area" from 1974 - 1990

It was the 22. 5. 1971 when the first landmine exploded in the Caprivi-Zipfel. Two constables were killed in the
comidor which divides Angola and Botswana. It stretches from Bagani on the Okavango to the Mashi in the east. Here
the local people were the Bushmen, the Hukwe.

Ian Uys writes about them in his book “Bushman Soldiers” as follows: “What can tum primitive, friendly people inio
dedicated and professional soldiers? The answer must lie in their own psyche - their way of life and beliefs. Without
trying to change this, but by substituting the environment within which they operate and live, the South African Army
succeeded in tuming stone-age hunters into modem soldicrs. Instead of the clan and hunt, the Bushmen had the battal-
ion and the war.

The Kung Bushman's concept of his origin is simple. Kxau was the first man on carth, created by the god Khu, who
W:h‘m"n'ff.Zln.Whmm‘Jmmmmﬂnm:ﬂﬂmhwmﬂmfammmrmﬂﬂyﬁﬂm
their survival he gave mmpdmmwmmfmmgnpwmm:ﬁmmdigfmm.

They clung to their traditional style of life for acons, a nomadic lifestyle with their legends and superstitions. They
wore skins of animals, mdﬁ-ﬂhﬁmﬂﬁmﬂmﬂmwmdhmpfmatmgm

By nature submissive and polite, the Bush only wanted to be left alone - to hunt small game with their bows and
Pposoned mrows, traps and spears, h&;fmeﬁ'ﬂ:mﬁumﬂlﬂemﬂﬂtmﬂlhﬁhdupm3ﬂpwpk

The badge of the South African Army fj the
M“""“lelmlhm-m_!‘mm wnhmya#o{-‘mn
ﬂbu-l-su..,;.o
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The Caprivi-Zipfel had become a staging point for the South African Army to deflect the *“Total Onslaught” from the
it ity to bring down the South West African Admini The United Nations had long ago rescinded the
South African Mandate and insisted on the establishment of an independent Namibia.

The South African Army involved everybody and they again had to battle with half the world. In the west along the
Okavango, the MPLA, SWAPO, Cubans, Russians and the rest of the Eastern Block attacked. In the central par, the
“srip”, the Hukwe Bushmen were recruited into the Koevoet and Tracker Anti Insurgent Units stationed at Alpha
Camp (later renamed Omega). Nearby in Angola was Jamba, the headquarters of Dr. Savimbi’s UNTTA, supported by
the South African Government and Army. Themnfmmbawmmemc.b-usmmmmm
African Airforce based at Mpacha Aerod bombing raids on B: land and sirshel

Kmmhluhlu(sulltobeuemwday)Q]Kahmhhlmd&smquanmmulullmmﬁy

Despite the mayhem, the build-up of the Caprivizipfel continued. The backwater of former times was provided with an
infrastracture of airports, tarred roads, el ity, bridges, public clinics, schools and varions means of
i They also provided for futnre game reserves.

g

Bat the first casualty became the wildlife. Asfuhnkmﬂmodmﬂmhnﬂmnummuﬂmw—
coly hunted 1o provide the local population with meat and to frigh off raiding el and lions.
Poaching was strictly forbidden and dealt with accordingly.

Due to this policy over the last century the Caprivi-Zipfel maintained a well balanced number of a wide range of
mimals. The rivers teemed with fish.

The atival of the South African Army changed all this. Poaching by the officers became widespread and they deci-
mated the wildlife to such an extent, that hardly any animals were left in some of the previously declared reserves. Stll
wm‘mtmsrepmguynnxiudpndﬁngudmggﬁnguﬁm and rhino horns.

Of the ordinary people in the bush very litde was reported.

{81985, General Elections, supervised by the United Nations, were held. SWAPO won 41 out of 72 seats.
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THERE can hardi)
Caprivi than two elephants holdin,
strength and unity, besides t

Crass roads of big A

y be a more suitable flag for

g trunks - sign of
hat Caprivi is on the
frican game.

The flag of the Caprivi
fﬂwm‘.mlalﬂlwd}

*The German colonists were nothing
if not zealous measurers, counters and collectors.”
(Getaway Magazine, South Africa)

Nambia since 1990

The result of “The Struggle” was independence for Namibia and the reincorporation of the Caprivi-Zipfel into the
former “Mandated Territory™.

i i bi J its first presi-

On21.3 19905m.lhWeﬁAfﬂubeameduindqmdmthmHszm?mdDr.Sm(Nrnmnf - presi-
" Chief Kllmnr '-lelkn‘ nm‘- " ‘ e) ernment has re-

dent. Peace returned to the Caprivi-Zipfel < fermcpgs i

Alliance, president Chi i i ince November 1991 Mishake Muyongo ho me B

Iuedlhenldbnﬁnu 2 'Tmﬂrmnﬂu‘quwmﬂw?xmbaimﬂﬂmbemd:ﬁ‘lmyﬂtmlﬁewl ', and called

,e.g
the Region “Caprivi”.

of Arms of Namibia
rn?;.lwmnuw



The Changes

Germany is back again, but this time only with money. The Federal Republic has financed the “Trans Caprivi High-
wiay", and a tarred road as far as Ngoma on the border of Botswana.

The small ferry from Kazungula to Kazungulais still going back and forth, provided the huge overland trucks crossing
the river today do not damage the ferry and sink it. It recently happened again.

Kakumba Island is inhabited part of the year by fishermen who come with their cattle from Impalila. As in olden days,
they still leave their families on the mainland.

Mwandi, the old Sesheke, has lost its importance. The buildings erected in colonial times are run down or have erum-
hlnd,mdmemhgemdimmmmimmemmcmdwliﬁmlmdmscu{mdundqmﬁt

MU&Mmmmmmmdmm%ﬁcMmmmhﬂpﬂd.

The Omega Camp of today is hyinghgivelhemminingﬂnkwelmhﬂmewﬂhﬂwhd.pnﬂthﬂhwﬁunfk
recently established R C. Mission.

th:imMumolh:mummomellupe.angamdBﬂummﬁndﬂannhcme

Dr: Sam Nujoms, the first President of Namibia
(Dahle, Leyerer, Namibia, p. 119

The regions of Namibia

S

The new Regions of Namibia, .
the Caprivi Ml::mwﬂla&rn the 21 longitude.
(by courtexy of \mistry of Information, Windhock]



What remains in Schuckmannsburg “from German times”?

All that is left today is a small brick building, 5 x 4 m in size with a torn corrugated iron roof and two wooden doors of
which the hinges have been pulled out. The floor is of once levelled earth. Today rubble is piling up. The walls show

signs of repeated repairs.

There is no indication as to its previous use. The people in Schuckmannsburg only know that it is “from German
times”, It could have been an armoury or a magazine.

Recently the author found part of the foundation of the “First Imperial Residency”, built during Streitwolf’s time and
cnlarged diring 1912.

Thereis still “Lake’s Karre”, “parked” in Schuckmannsburg, a kind of a scotch cart. It was allegedly built in 1914 by
Captain Lake (Northern Rhodesia Police Force), for the son of Chief Chikamatondo, Musisi. When it needed repainng
in later years it was just left standing and today all that is left is one wooden wheel and the iron axle and rim of the
second wheel.

Toreach Schuckmannsburg today is still a battle. There are no road signs and one needs a 4x4 vehicle. There are some
900“Schmckmannsburgers”, a school, a type of a clinic and a boiilestore and recently elephants again paid a visit to the

village.

A DEFELOPMENT PROJELT OF THE REPUBLIC OF NAMIBIA
€9 - PIANCED BT I

The “Trans Cagrivi Highway"
(plhoto Eriks Brackomann) Captain Lake's Karre

81



To a bright fature?

Independence had brought peace to the Caprivi. Tourists started to come, enjoying the upmarket fishing camps along
the Zambezi und game lodges along the Linyanti. A small border crossing was opened from Kasane to Impalila Island
and the Trans Caprivi Highway became a very popular way for tourists from the Victoria Falls to Windhoek and was
extensively used by the huge trucks bringing coal from the Hwange coal mines in Zimbabwe to the smelters in Tsumeb.
This traffic unfortunately helped to spread Aids throughout the Caprivi and along the Okavango

Rundubecame a centre for tourists going to the Caprivi and Calais on the opposite Angolan shore was to be connected
with a ferry to facilitate crossborder travel. A rather futuristic border post was being built. A tip in a mokoro on the
Okavango became quite popular watching the locals trading. The Angolans would bring agricultural products and
exchange them for tinned food and electrial goods and motor parts.

The Okavango, the Caprivi, Impalila Island had again become a rather peaceful “Crossroad of Southemn Africa™

mm«mm&hmmnm.uumdmmddzmn
(photo Erika Brackmann)

The only bulding femaming in Schuckmannsburg “from German times™ (1994)
(photo Erka Brachmann) :



“In every outthrust headland,

in every curving beach,

in every grain of sand there is a story of the earth.”
(Rachel Carson)

But all was not right. The satisfaction to finally having achieved independence had left a number of important issues
‘unresol ved whilst others had been newly created.

1) The SWAPO Govemment in Windhoek drew its main support from Namibia's largest tribe the Ovambos, resulting
in apparent neglect of the tribes in the Caprivi who in any case had never been fully integrated politically, economically
and socially into mainstream Namibia.

2) Historically SWAPO was aligned in Angola with the MPLA who after indk became the go Over
decades the left leanig MPLA (Jose Eduardo Dos Santos, supported by the Cubans and the communist Eastern Block)
was violently opposed to the rightleaning UNITA (Dr. Savimbi, supported by the West and “Apartheid” South Africa)
After independence Angola became a divided country. The Government controlled the capital Luands, the north sd
oulnich Cabinda, UNITA the southern part of Angola bordering Namibia and the diamond rich west, with Jamba in the
south eastern comer as their beadquarter.

3) Because the tribes of the Caprivi had very little coatact with Windhock and were neglected by SWAPO they felt
duﬂw&enibunimudmpnﬁlicdmﬁliumd‘mgmlnmymthn,mdﬂnbudmflividdhﬂ)’
ties with their common language, grazing and hunting. It could th be d that new alli waould be
forged.

) Border demarcation issues which had resulted from early colonial interpretations, remained to be resolved. TheY
mmmweb&miymmmmwmmww

M.mmhmdyhubnm h d and enhanced by the i
msmhnhuwmd%mfmycw.mbm}

of the Namibun

The historical development of these problems and the resulting consequences

Tol)
In 1963 Brendan Simbwaye formed the “Caprivi African National Union™ (CANU). Because of his agitation unrest
started in the Caprivi. The party was banned, and he was arrested and died 1964 in custody. He was succeeded by
Mishake Muyongo (a Mafe) who fled to Zambia. In Lusaka he came into contact with SWAPO (President Sam
Nuyoma) and it was decided to take up the fight together (assisted by the South African ANC). Although the two parties
did not merge scon the Ovambo dominated SWAPD started 1o patronise and discriminate against CANU members.
(CANU-members had been encouraged to join SWAPO’s military-wing PLAN). To pacify them Muyongo was made
Vice-President of SWAPO in 1969. (He hoped one day 1o succeed Nuyoma). Despite this, dissatisfaction grew among
CANU members and in 1980 they parted after Muyongo was expelled from SWAPO and went into cxile in a number
of countries (e.g. Senegal).

Muyongo realised that he could only win back his influence over the future of the Caprivi by creating an opposition fo
SWAPO. In 1985 he formed the “United Democratic Party” (UDM) with widespread support from many quarters of
the Caprivi. Soon afterwards the UDM joined the leading Namibian opposition party “D ic T Alli-
ance” (DTA) and Muyongo became vice-president. When the President of the DTA, Chiel Kuaima Riruako, resigned
1991 Mayongo took over.

di ions would be held

Muyongo would later claim that in 1964 d d him that after independ
on a special status for the Caprivi. This has been denied by SWAPO.

Muyongo was now in dircct opposition to SWAPO. (His wife Helen Musialela had joined SWAPO andis now a MPin
the Windhoek parliament). Apparently he had never given up the idea of a separate Caprivi Territory (e.g. an utono-
mous hwinun(bmhu)wimhimumwdmmﬂymmwﬁnhmiuhmpﬂqdu
Population behind him he propagated the idea of the revival of Lozi (Barotse) culture in Caprivi and made overtures (o
the Masubia It was the time whea the name Ttenge instead of Caprivi was propagated for an unificd and mutosomous

12199 it became known that he had visited, together with 13 of bis followers, amongst them Mafe Chief Bwima
Mamili, Pretoria, to discuss with South African agents the armed secession of the Caprivi from Namibia. He denicd
this bt was immediatly dismissed as President of the DTA.

¥

Mayongn had sccretly started to form the “Caprivi Liberation Movement”, It was recruited from members of the Fwr,
{ormer members of Roevoet (Khoe's who fought for the South African army), disgr ded members of the
Defence Force, students, teachers and former policemen. Apparcatly they were trained in Angola by UNTTA and
™8ned in October 1998 to Namibia where they assembled in Sachona and the Mudumu game reserve: In November
e govemment in Windhoek leamed about the group, some 150 “fighiers” and Muyoago together with some 2000
“Mpathiset had o flee across the border into Botswana.

hy.””g Muyongo was granted political mmmmmamm:dmmhﬂoﬁl-ﬂwﬂ
Bvima Magy,



On the night of the 2. August 1999, 250 “Freedom Fighters" of the “Caprivi Liberation Movement” crossed the
Zambezi from Zambia and took possession of the radio station in Katima Mulilo. Later they tried unsucessfully to take
over the airport and police station. By evening the Namibian Defence Force was agein in control of the situation after
some 15 people had lost their lives, It was claimed that documents had been found on the insurgents to the fact that they
intended to blow up the bridge over the Okavongo and Mashi to prevent the Army sending in relieve troops.

It was claimed that excessive force was used to quell the uprising and that later people invelved were tortured. The
povernment denied this.

To 3) Due to Caprivi's seperate development over the past decades the distance from Windhoek, the geographical
circumstances and the ethnical relationship with the tribes in Zambia and Botswana the people on the ground have
lirde in common with their Namibs, lords and in with SWAPO. For practical reasons the question of a

lig had therefore been di 1 on various but for political reasons never taken seriously. Politi-
cally the Caprivi was sptit. The majority (Fwe, the aligned Yeyi and all the smaller tribes ) supported the DTA, whilst
the Masubia voted for SWAPO. To change this SWAPO exploited differcaces between the Fwe and Yeyi, resulting in
the latier being recognized as a independet tribe with its own chief by the Government. Soon afterwards the Yeyi voted
for SWAPO and the DTA lost its majority in the Caprivi.

In Zambia the President of the “Patriotic Front of B: Jand”™ [masiku Mutang assured his organisations suppart
Muyongo. o sought asylum at the South African Embassy in Lusaka This was denied and
the Zambian authonties took him into castody).

From Denmark Mishake Muyongo Jet it be known that this was only the beginning.

Ta2)

Asgola became independent in 1975 and the MPLA invited SWAPO to move their headquarter to Luanda, (CANU
officially remnined in Lusaks). They did s0 and have ever been thankful for the resulting assistance. There common
enemy was now UNITA, becanse the partly blocked the infiltration of Soath West Africa and the Caprivi. Nuyoma
promused to support the MPLA to attack UNTTA from his territory should South West Africa become Namibia.

Atthe end of 1999 the Namibean Government redeemed this pledge. The “Forcas Armadas Angolada™ were invited o
I@_Mmmrh:hhﬁﬁndhdhw. UNITA wamed immediately that they would retaliatc against
Namibia. The Angolms landed in Rundu and took up positions along the border the full length of the Okavango ind
the “Strip” of the Caprivi and started to arck UNTTA.

Slarmishes started all along the border. Namibian villagers d, attacked, taken bostages and huts burmned and
mmwmmummdmm.mwﬁmmmmwnmmh
Tm(:_unnw?zﬂmp&WTbudlctumesﬁndapmwimhmudhﬂwm
dying. silenced by machine-gun fire”. The parents were eritically wounded. (“Sunday Times, I"burg, 9. 1. 2000).

An bour earlier .mwmm.mnwumwmrmm-mw'ﬂ
mum"msmmmwmmm'.rms. 1. 2000).

mm:mlsmﬁmmuﬂdmumTﬂcMMw ill, a twice dai
standstill, comray
pww&nmm,mmmmmmm«.'“ 3 -

Since the G fing the Caprivi have their own dissatisfied minorities if b byious that coop
with similar inclined groups in the Caprivi would be formed. These were UNITA in Angola, Patriotic Froat of Barotseland
in Zambia and individual symphatizers in Zimbabwe and B The G of all four countrics deay any
support for Muyongo.

Tod)
Namibia's relations with its neighbour Botswana have been strained for many years. The reason was the disputed
borderine between the two Wy back in 1890 Germany and England had decided on the “Thalweg™ of the
Linyaati and Chobe as the border. (The “Thalweg” is defined as the deepest channel of the mainstream of the river).
This is fine if the river is not a swamp as is the case with the Linyanti-Chobe. In addition the main channel is meander-
ing and changing after every major flood. The uninhibited islands of Kasikili (Sedudu for Botswana) 3.5 sqkm,
Situngs, 91 sqkm and Luyondo are often submerged in times of flood and during droughts the water stops flowing
which makes it difficult 1o distinguish the border. By early i ions the islands belonged to Namibia since
Namibians historically utilized them for planting and grazing, This was disputed by Botswana.

In 1992 Botswans occupied Kasikili Island and planted their flag. That descended into exchange of rifle fire and much
war talk. In 1998 the o developed over Sitango and Luyondo Island. The Zimbabsian President Mugabe
was asked 1o convene a meeting between President Nuj d President Masire of B

On 13,12 1999 the International Court of Justice in The Hague ruled that the Islands Kasikili (Sedodu), Situagu and
Luyondo belong to B Namibia 4 this jodgement, whether this will be understood by the farmers and

fishermen concerned is another question.




Mishake (Albert) Muyongo
(Afrika Posi, Boma, $-10.10.1958

Bom 28, 4. 1940, married with 5 children,
. he was educated in Namibia, Zimbabwe and South Africa to become 1 teacher
great grand son of the first Mafe chief Imataq Kabende Mamili e bas also family ties with the Barotse and Yeyi tribes.
I 1987 he was in line to be elected chief of the Mafe. He declined and Boniface Bwima was clected.



Mmheunnﬁmmummmmmﬂwls 1999

(" Der Spiegel”, Himinary,

Nr.32.9.8.1999)

Conclusion on the present situation

The bright future for the North of Namibia and in particular of the Caprivi has gone up in smoke of the barrel. Fear
reigns the Region, fear from the MPLA and their undisciplined armed forces, fear from Unita and their unpredictable
revenges, fear from the trigger happy Nambian Defence Force and from bandits taking advantage of the situation.

Amnesty I ional has sent i to Namibia to probe alleged gross human rights violations in the country
and across the Angolan border. They will also investigate the alleged torture by Namibian authorities of suspects in the
Caprivian region, following the g "8 sup of an attempted bloody take over of the provincial capital

Katima Mulilo by secessionists in August last year. (“The Star”, 31. 1. 2000)

On 1. 2. 2000 the South African Broadcasting Carporation (SABC) showed the film “Special Asignment, Caprivi”.
Namibian villagers confirmed that their youth were lured into the Angolan army, that UNITA robbed villages and that
the Namibian army shot Angolan refugees claiming they were infiltrators.

Tourism has come to a ling in P

The future looks bleak again.

o1



Things to come

On the 6th of February 2000 the South African Deputy Defence Minister Nozizwe Madlala-Routledge flew to Windhoek.
She said: “My G looks at the devel at the ibian northern border with great concern and we will
try to meditate before things get out of hand™,

“"Western Embassies have warned their nationals against travelling to northern parts of Namibia™ said German Radio
“Deutsche Welle” (6. 2. 2000).

the ambushes and killings continue ...

" Nujoma warns of call-ups
as border conflict intensifies

Three peopie killed, a 15-year oid boy injured .
(~The Siar”, Johannesburg, 9. 2. 2000) (“The Star", Johansesburg, 28. 3. 2000)



1871
1874
1875
I8T8

1885

1914
1914

1914
1914

1915
1916

Timetable

Portuguese Explorer Diego Cao erects stone cross al Cape Cross north of Swakopmund
Bartolemen Dias erects stone cross at Lilderitz Bay

Masubia setile in Eastern Caprivi-Zipfel

Mbukushu settle aloog the Kwando

Mafe settle in the Caprivi-Zipfel

Carolus Trichardt visits Barotseland

The Baroise settle along the Zambezi

Livingstone's first expedition and di of Lake Ngami
The Makololo conquer the Barotse
Livingstone reaches the Chobe river

Scbetwane dics

Livingstone “discovers” Victoria Falls

Sekeletu, Chief of the Makololo dies and the Barotse regain coatrol

Westbeech arrives on Impalila Island
Frederick C. Selous on Impalila
Headman Kakumba " per of B Jand” on Kakumba Island
Dxr. Holub in Barotseland
Sepapa, Chief of the Barotse dies
Germany declares “Grerman South West Africa” as their “Schutzgebiet™
Lewanika regmins power over Barotseland
Paris Mission in Sesheke established
Great Britain declares Bechuanaland their Protectorate
Lewanika places B: dand under British Py
Treaty concluded by Lewanika and F.E Lochner of British South African Company
T’:mmahrm”mmm Berlin, Caprivi-Zipfel becomes part of German South West
ca
Libebe rules over the Mbukushu
Imata Kabende Memili rules over the Mafe
Streitwoll armives in the Caprivi-Ziplel
Schuckmannsburg is founded
Chikamatondo elected Chief of the Masubia
Streitwolf visits Okavango to establish German administration over the Mb hn (Libebe)
L. 8 First World War breaks out
22.-23.9, seiure of Sehnckn g and Caprivizipfel by British South Africa Police under Captain
Capell, they stay mmtil 23. 10. 1914
24. 10. Northern Rhodesia Police T i aie R :
! take over of the Caprivizipfel under Captain Lake
31. 12. Bechuanaland Pre ithe vi-Zipfel
9. 7. Germany's “Schutztruppe” surrenders at R]::-‘nut?gm
uwmhuwbyhsmlmwhnbm‘fml
Union of South Afri 4 Mandatory Authori
Ve A" PP over German South West Africa, it is now called

1920 -

1929  Union of South Africa instructs B land Py 10 administer the Caprivi-Zipfel on behalf of the
Union. This is done under the law of the Protectorate

1929 -

1939 Union of South Africa charges the South Weat African Administration to administer the Caprivizipfel. The
Caprivi-Zipfel is partiooed into an Eastern and Western part
The Caprivi-Zipfel becomes a “Prohibited Area”

1940 -

1963 The Eastern part is administered by the South African Grovernment, the Department for Native Affairsis in
charge, most of the Western part becomes part of the Okavango Native Territory (Odendaal Plan 1962).

In 1945 Chief Chikamatondo had died
msmﬁnmmyﬂumtheddmofdlhmﬂa

1964 EAN'bnfmmdadbylthnhanxmmdo&mbwm
' dent and is called Zambia
1974 Th:wd-zip(dminvulvedmﬂb Freedom Struggle” and is administered more of less by the
South African Defence Force and its various formations
The “Prohibited Area” policy is strictly eaforced
Large investments are made by South Africa to improve the infrastructure
1976 SWAPO ist granted observer status at the United Nations
1977 DTA 15 formed
Uﬂtismmdrﬂimﬁfqdliﬂumuimhbﬁnswwdym
1985  Transitional Government is formed without SWAPO participation
1989 United Nations supervise the General Elcctions, SWAPO wins 573%, DTA 21%, UDP 5.7%.
1990 21.3, Namibia gains independence, this includes the Caprivi-Zipfel which becomes a Region of Namibia
and is called “Caprivi”
Dr. Sam Nuyoma becomes President

Population

Total: 1,6 Millions, with 50% the Ovambos are the larges group followed
ropeans of which $0% are German and speak their mothertongue.
Population of the Caprivi: 92.000, the Masubia are the Largest group with 37%.

by the Hereros and Damaras, There are 4%



Governors of German South West Africa

1885 - 1890 Dr. H.C. Ginng, L p
189] - 1894 Hauptmann Curt von Francois, Landeshauptmann
1894 - 1905 Major Theodor Leurwein, Landeshauptmann.

1905 - 1907 Dr. Fedrich von Lindequist, Governor

1907 - 1910 Bruno von Schuckmann, Governor
1510 - 1915 Dr. Theodor Seitz. Governor

Ther German “Residents™ of the Caprivizipfel

27. 1. 1909 - 24, 1. 1910 Resident, Hauptmann Kurt Streitwolf
25 1. 1910- 15. 1. 1910 Deputy of the Resident, Oberleutnant Hans Kaufmann

16 1. 1911 - 14. 9. 1913 Resident, Distriktchef, H: Victor von Fr g = Proklisch
1591913 - 5.6. 1914 Deputy of the Distrikichef, Hanptmann Hens Kaufmann

6.6.1914-23. 9, 1914 Resident and Distriktchef, H. Victor von F g 20 Proklisch
Tribes of the Caprivizipfel

(Names of important rulers and chicfs)

Barotse (Lozi)

Royal seat: Lealui

1840 - 1864 Makololo (tribe)

1854 - 1876 Sepopa

1876 - 1878 Mwanawina I
1878 - 1884 Lubosi

1884 Tatila Akufuma
1886 - 1916 Lobosi Lewanika
1916 - 1946 Yeta (Letia)
1946 - 1948 Imwiko

1548 - 1964 Mwanawina [T

1968 Minkusita
1996 Linmga flute Yeta IV
(fromm the book, Mainga, Bidort under the Luyana Kings, 1973)

Yeyi

In 1992 they split from the Fwe

seat: Sangwali

1993 Shifu (Boniface Lutibezi Sangwali)
o6

Masubia (Subiya)

seat: Schuckmannsburg

1909 - 1945 Chikamatondo

1945 - 1965 Mayiba Moraliswani
In 1968 seat was moved to Bukalo

1968 Moraliswani (Mutwa Josia Mubongo)
1996 Moraliswani (Jeramia)
Mafe (Fwe)

seat: Mamili (Linyanti)
1864-1910  Imata Kabende Mamili
1910 Lifasi Kafuma Imata Mamili

Wanki Denteni Lifasi Simata Mamili
1944-1971  Noah Simasiku Imata Mamili
1971-1987  Richard Temuso Muhinda Mamili

1992 Boniface Bwima Mamili
1999 Georpe Simasiku
Mbukeshn
seat: Andara (Libebe)
Andara
1919 Dyeve (Libebe) (Dimbu dya Kapande)
1919 - 1927 Disho (Dimbu dya Dihidhi)
1928 Disho IT

1946 - 1947 Ndara

1947 - 1969 Max Makushe
1969 - 1970 Alfons Mayavero
1970 - 1985 Franz Dimbare
1985 - 1986 Alfons Mayavero

1992 i umika
Erwin Mbambo M " -

Khoe (Bushmen)
1999 their present leader Kipi George

Special Commissioners of the Eastern Caprivizipfel

19141915 Captain H.V. Esson
915-1916  Captain W. Surman
1917 Captain F. Garbutt
1918-1920  Captain H. Neale

o A



The Magistrates and Native Commissioners of the Enstern Caprivizipfel

Seat: Katima Mulilo

1943 - 1945
1946

1547 - 1953
1953 - 1956
1956 - 1959
1959 - 1961
1961 - 1963
1963

1963 - 1968
1968 - 1971
1971- 1972
1972

LEW. Trollope
C.E. Krueger

LEW. Trollope

A.B. Colenbander

ML Vercuel

DJ. Wium

N.W. Boshoff

AB. Colenbander

C.E. Krueger

PN. Hansmeyer

E.L. Gregory
Prof. Dr. EF. Potgieter (Commissioner general for the Caprivi National Unit)
I M. Jannie de Wet
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