-..h-q'm],ﬁ':m transport arsas, and the dﬁlﬁb:l.lity
of establishing a national bus trensportation
corporation.

RAILWAYS
The Minister of Transport announced in his
railway budget that return tickets, shich represent-
ed a discount of wup to 60% on single fares,
wara to be sbolished on commuter trains from
1 October. In addition the weskly and monthly
season tickets will be incressed by &n average of
10%, affecting the majority of commuters. The
discounted return tickets, howsver, affects
casual workers, shoppers and students.

A ralleay spokesperson stated that one
of the reasons for sbolishing the discounted
return was to clamp down on fare l"-l'lli_;l:ln. Tha
chairperson of the Comsuters Watchdog Association
said, howsver, that tickets wers sxamingd at
departures and often on the trains, and it was a
result of inefficiency on the part of the reilemys
if the staff could Aot catoch Fare dodgers.
Ha added that fare increasas would discourege
pupils from using public transport.

Ntatho Motlana of the Committes of Tem,
described the fars increasss as "monsatrous’.

This incresse comes six months after an
increase of on sverage 12,8%, and parlismentary
reports indicate that further increases are
likely next yesar.

These fare increeses come in the context
of inadequats railway facilitiss for Soweto
commuters. Whils tha Director of Passapger
Services and his assistant claimed that the 420
trains provided for the '235 000 daily cosmuters,
copad with needs, this was strongly denied by

the' comsuters interviewed by ths Sowetan (07.09.81).

MOTE:
Wa would like contributions on the issus of
transport in South Africa,

Courts

TEARDRISM ACT TRIALS

On June 11, 1980, warkers in the Caps Peninsula
began boycotting the bus service run by City
Trameays. Fares had been ilncreased by batwaan
30% and 100%, following an application by

City Tramways to tha NMational Transport
Commission. By mid=July, it was reported that
City Tramways had spent RZ25 D00 on propagands,
in an attempt to break tha boycott. Howesver,
the Sunday Timss reported that the boycott was

. still 100% effective in Crosaroads, Guguletu

and Nyanga, whils 50% of peopls wars still
boycotting buses in othar areas (BT, 13.07.80).

A sscrat Cabinet committes, consisting of
represantatives from the security police, army,
and Departments of Co-opsration and Development,
Indian Affairs and Coloured Affairs, was set up
to bresk the boycott. It issued various
anonymous pamphlets, including one falsaly
claiming to spesk for taxi drivers, calling
for an end to the boycott.

Howsver, by mid-August the boycott was

I still 'r.'lrl. force, and it was at this stege that

an arm of tha state intervened in a-more
direct manner in support of City Tresways.
n.arinn. the boycott of busesa, many township
residents used taxis to trevel to and from work.
Large numbers of thesa taxis ware not legally
registered with the Aoad Transportation Board,
and are thus referred to as *pi:nh' taxis.
Late in July, police baton-charged workers

boarding pirate taxis, and strong police sction
was taken to force these taxis :_n"\" the rosd in
an attempt to bresk the boycott. Reports
mantionad the arrest of taxi drivers, and even
conflascatlon of cars and lorries.

Then, &n August 11, police onca mors acted
agalnst the pirats taxis and their passengers -.
and this time h:ﬁn—mln viclence resulted.
According to the chairperson of the Western
Cape region pf the South African Institute of
Face Felations, Daphne Wilson, the violence
followed & confrontation batwesn police and

commutars whiting for pirete taxis at a bus

stop where smpty buses wers standing. Riot
police attempted to force walting commutars

to board thass buses. 'The pesoples refussd to

get into the buses - they walked instesd', said
Mrs Wilson. Ghe claimsd that the snsuing violence
was & direct result of the clsmpdown on pirmte
taxis, involving strong-are action and wholesals
arrests. At ons staga, polica snd arwed officials
of the Road Transportation Bosrd stood st pirats
taxi tarks gnd prevented psople from sntering
tha taxis. ' '

In the yiolence and community anger that
followed, vehicles were stoned and set alight in
Elipfonteln Road, nesr the Crossrosds squatter
camp, and at lemst 5 people died. 2 of them,
Esorge Beston and Frederick Jansen, wers stoned
and seversly burnt by petrol bombs thrown at’
their cars when they drove psst Crossroads.
All 3 schools in the arsas wers clossd, and s
crowd set firs to a post office maintsnance
vehicle at the Nyanga bus terminus.

Chairperson of the Nysngas Residents’
Association, Dscar Mpetha, issusd the
following statement on the conflict:

We are told tha police are heare to protect
the pegple from intimidators, but it 1s the
police who are the intimidators. When we

saw the riot police arrive this morning we




knew there would bs some sort of unrast. It
was tha action of the police which causad
the riot situation. Why are they protecting
City Tremways? It sesms as if they want

the peopla to usa thalr money against

thelr will.

Police denied that tnqri'lld provoked the psopla,

and caused unrest, and sccording to Brigadier
08 Mothnagel, Divisional Commender of Police in
the Western Cape,

The plrate texis are committing an offence,
and whan wa act against lasbreskers wa are
mccused of provoklng unrest. This doas
not maks sense.

Tha than president of the South African
Inatitute of Race Relations, Rend da Villiers,
disagreed!:

At & time when sverything possible should
have baen dona to defuss the aituwstion...
the suthoritiss saw fit to insist on tha
strictest isplementation of the
Transportation Act provisions about
unlicensed carriers (in this case, pirats
taxis).

A few dys later Johan Barnard, managing
director of City Tremsmys, admitted that
inspactors of the company wers reporting the
activities of pirate taxis to the authorities.
A comsunity leader responded in the following

may :
Tha action of the police and the Road
Transportation Board officials has
simply made people angrier and more united
because they can see that tha Government
is helping City Tresways. Instead of
making the company lock into its fares,
they come in with sub-machine guns and
dogs and tried to force the people to
board the busds.
It haz besen an esducation for soma of the
people to see how the Govermnment works
together with business. They must just
realise that the people are not going tao
go back to buses until the fares go down.

Two days after the events of August 11,
police began detaining community leaders and
students from the Crossroads-Nyanga area. Ona
of the first to be picked up was Oscar Mpetha,
71 year old chairparson of the Hyrng_u Residents"

Aasociation and organiser for the African Food
and Canning Workers® Unlon, who had the day before
condemned the police intervention inm tha bus
boycott.

Some four months later Mpetha and 17 othars
sserged from the secrscy and solitary
confinssent of security police detention, to
face charges of surder amndg t.muri-..

The accused in the trial are

" Dscer Mpstha (71), Lawrence Lerotholi (18],

Morgan Makubala (19), Aaron Tshangama (28),
Peter Kube [18), Alton Ssbuws [18),
Fumanikile Booi (18], Vuyisile Kzaza (19),
Johannes Mhlapo (20), Jeffrey Baardman (20),
Vuyisile Diba (21), Richard Amspondo (19),
Welile Mazothena [21) and 5 youths,

That state alleges that between August B
and August 12, 1980, the sccused incited people
to damage motor vehicles by throwing stones and
petrol bombs, and setting alight the wehicles.
Tha accused are charged with assaulting and
injuring 6 people, 2 of whom subsequently died.
Other charges relate to the barricading of
Elipfontein Road by placing stones, tree stumps
and tyres in the street; marching in singing
groups armed with sticks, stones and other -
weapons; ordering the closure of black schools;
and congregating in 'I-I'u;rill..lu_. churcheas to
encourage pecple to participate in "terroristic’
activities.

The first part of the trial involved various
procedural applications made by both stats and
defence. Defence counsel applied for the state
to supply further and better particulars to the
charge shest, and this application was granted
by the trial judge.

Tha state then appliesd for the whole trlal
to be held in camera, as there were a rumbar
of minors amongst the accused. This was
opposed by the accused who, through their lawyers,

expressed the desire for the trial to be heard

in open court. In ruling against the state's
application, the judge said that "it would be
wrong for me in this situation to force a sort of
semi-privats trial on all 19 accused when not one
of them wants it'.

Tha opening days of the trial wers
noticeable for the amount of public support
shown for the accused, and demonstrations,
marches and large court attendance wers
reported.

In its opening address, t™e gtate claimed
that trade unlon and community lesder Oscar:
Mpetha was the brains behind the bus boycott
against [City Tremways. In addition to this,
the stata claimed that it would prove that
Moetha had planned the stoning of vehicles and
killing of whites on August 11, 1580.

Tha state's First witness was a 15 year
old girl, who gave har evidence in camera and
may not be named. In her svidence she claimed
that a number of the accused had teken part in
various meetings, & march, building a
barricade in Klipfontein Road, stone-throwing,
and tha overturning of a car. 5She attended a
meating at the Assembly of God church on August
10, 15680, where a spesker told those gathered
to join others saiting near Crossroads.

Thea crowd met & man driving a van who raised
his fist in a salute and urged the crowd to
6ing a song = 'There are guns in Angola'. Ghe
claimed that this man sas Mpetha. .

The witness claimed that one of the sccused

(Kube) told people in the crowd to pick up
stones. Another of the sccused stood in the
middle of the road and stopped traffic.
Stones were thrown at & car and a white man was
injured. Kube pulled the man from the car, and
a group including 6 accused overturned tha car.
Another accused then thres a match into the




p-trul tank of the car.

The witress was then cross examined for
soma B days by defence advocates; and during the
coursa of the cross examination the accused
which the witness had implicated denied their
involvessnt . :

The state's sacond witneas was & 16 year
old youth who had been in detention since
August 1580. According to the first witness,
this second witness had played & I;dl.nr.r role
in the svents on August 11.

This witness told the court that he had
Joined the Comrades movement in 1978, and had
besn taken to Mpatha's houss by Amapondo. Th!r-,
Mpetha had said that the Comrades were fighting
for the nation, and that if any of them ware
arrested he would ses to it that the ANC
helpsd to defend tham.

The witness further claimed that at various
'ml:inn- at Mostha's house in August 1980,
Mpetha had told peopls to tske schoolchildren
out of their classrooms, burn schools, kill whites

and destroy their cars. Mpetha had produced a
map and pointad out the place whare people

wers to start rloting, and which routes psople
wera to _fnl.lnu. The first key point had been

the bus terminua in Nyanga wherse cars and buses
-r-tn'blulltmﬂd. Tha groups were then to
procesd to Landsdowsns Aoad, and sny vehicles
belonging to whites on the way ware to be
destroyed and the drivers killed. Tha

groups wera to split into thres, and 2 of the
accused ware group leaders. People ware told

to arm themselves with petrol bomsba, barricads
the road, and throw the petrol bosbs at cars.
According to tha witness, Mpetha then Lnstructed -
a group to organise a meeting at the Assembly

of Bod church tha next Monday: 12 of the accussd
wars prassnt at the mesting, and ona of them,
Nhlapo, said that the young people would have to-

be violent.

Tha witness testified that aftar the mesting,

the crowd went to the Nyanga East bus terminus,
and nﬁlﬂcﬂ'u GPO vehicle. On the. way to
Crossrosds they met Mpetha who taught them to
sing "There are guns in Angola‘. They broke up
into 2 groups, and his group went to the
Noxolo school in Crossroads. Present was Bool,

. leader of ths Crossroads Comrades, who said that

thay must go together to kill whites and burn
cars. Bool bought a containear and filled it
with petrol, and after stopping a car, & group
pulled the driver from it. Booi, Amapondo,
Mhlapo and 2 psople not accused stabbed the
driver and set the car on fire. At this stage,
according to the witness, Mpetha arrived and
threw stones’ at the driver of tha car, He then
1aft.

The following day, after a sseting at
Noxolo school, & group went back to Klipfontedin
Road . Thmlulrlnwnduﬂtﬁrud. and the
driver was pulled out and stabbed by Booi,
Hhlapo and Amapondo. _

The witness claimed that after this saries !
of events, he and 3 others fled to the Transkel-
with the idea of contacting the ANC in Lesotho.
Howsver, aftsr s period, he returned to Cape
Town .

In cross-examination, which lasted 7 days,
the witness admitted that after his arrest he
made a falss statesent to a magistrate. Defence
counsel also put it to this witness that much of

' what ha said in evidence was falses and fabricated.

When the court recorensd after the mid-year
recass, Mpatha was excused by the judge from
attending court until ha faelt better. During
tha lunch bresk he had bean unable to walk down
the court stairs to tha cells, and 2 of his
co-accused had to carry him.

He returnsd to court on his 72nd birthday

;"«

on crutches l:n hear ﬂll:l rl'l'.nnl H:Ll:hgll
Mlangeni, 26, saylng that he -n m'-piﬂd m
say anything to get.out of detention, . u-rli thnt
a lengthy period of detention hed lfflnﬁid h:u.
MEMOry .
The next day the accused -n--imilu-ﬁ'-ij-
a scuffle with police shen thay refused to get
into & wan tmnq:m'i:im them betwsen prison and
the court. Tha presiding judge inspected the van,
and decided that thers was sufficient space in it
for the sccussd. He warned that 1Ff thare wars
further problees im this regerd, he would move
the court to Pollsmcor prison, _uhm- tha acgused
ware baing held, e
Towards the end of August, defence counsel
informed the t:ui.trt: 'f.fnt Mpetha's diabetes was
mtnfumtrnl l.nd'mlthllighl:hlwtuhw
an ageratiom. Il:nlta'u was than sowittad ba
muplt-J, 'H'!tl"l a toe mnutuhd. In the

- meantime, the trial continued in his sbsence,

qu:l a 18 rnr old witnass, weeping while giving

.':I'Ilr l'.rl.dnﬂ:l. told the court that she could not
remember sesing any of the accused in the

vicinity of one of the cars attacked. )
' Tha trial, which is ‘expected to last into
1982, continues in the Caps Town Buprems Court.

Ibw.n'l’uﬁ'ﬂ. (22), Eﬂ-rﬁmﬂﬁﬁ"[ |

L Tl

David Linda Mampana I',Ef.l] ‘and Er.ld:l.- Bafana
Khumalo (30).

Charge: The state alleged that all the
accussd had undergone military training, snd
wara ANC members. In -:Iq-iti_.:r:. Yangenl was
charged with gethering information (for the
purposes of sabotags) on a Cape Town oil
storage depot, and Wbundu and Khumélo were
alleged to have collected inforsation on an-
oll depot in Alberton.

Mempane was, in addition to the charges -
of undergoing military training and hllil'ﬂ an




H“;Mhmmwﬂml
ANC assastination squad, end to hayve hed the
intention of killing a policemsn. Maspans was
arrestes with Johonnes Shabangu, who was
mmn—"‘mrmuyrurhu-mm
I_ld.ﬂti.mﬂ'-pnu_inhfmtdn [n-
Pratoria treasos trial).

At the start of the trisl the accused all
pl—uwtytnhd:unn-mnrﬂ-ﬁtn
m-i-lihrr‘h'drdlﬂ Mespana also
nllﬂdnlltrhﬂ-inmﬂ.mufld_utmn
‘policessn. The state sccepted the not guilty
plﬂ:ufuu:ﬂnnﬁlnmrdhnﬂupﬂuﬂm
S inforemtion on oil depots, and in Mespans's

s, posssssdon of a Makarov pistal.

The accused were sccordingly Fownd gudlty
on the counts they pleaded guilty on.

Tha atate called teo witresses in aggravation
of sentsnce, one of whom mas Tolonel Hermsnus
Stadler of the security police, who regularly
.tﬂﬂﬂﬂhmlitlﬂltriﬂnmﬂ‘umtmnf-
the ANC.

. Tha other witness, who say not be named in
terws of & court order, was the psrson who was
iidnapped in the SADF ruid on Matola, and who
‘tastified for the state in the Pretoria tresson
“trial. . :

- Gentence: Wespans was sentenced to B ysars for
underguing military training, 2 ysars for ANC
m,hﬂumrnrmm:mm
-nuL-h.pnlin—n m&-ﬂm
fn-ﬂl:mlnutunnmrﬂrnth

th- orther —'nunml. tha effectiye ssntence
e ‘Em;!--n Qe d--

Tha resaining 3 sccussd were senbenced to
nrﬂ-l-ru'-:lli'hnn-r"h*-intm. and 2 years
for ANC sesbership. Effective santenoe is
accordingly 10 years sach.

(Pretoria Regional Court, 15.09.81).

S

Taosu Mokhale [21)

Charge: It is not clear from reports whether
tha asccused was charged vnder the Terrorism orc
Intermml Security Act. Ha was charged with
illegally crossing the Bouth Africa - Lesotho
border whiles in possession of ANC, SACP and
SACTU pamphlets.

Verdict: Guilty.

Bhttl!‘l.'-l 5 years,

(Bl oemfontein Asgional nmn-l:. 21.08.81).

-

PRETOATA TREASON TRIAL
Anthony Bobby Tsotsobe (25), Johannes
Shabangu (26) and Devid Moise (25).

'_[:I‘_En!: The accused Teced a main charge of

high treason, with altermate counts of
terrdglem, robbery with aggravating
circumstances, and four counts of attempted

Thay First appeared in the magistrates’
court on 16 April, 1981, where thay ware not
legally represented. Despite their lack of
legal repressntation eand the serlousness of
the charges they faced, they were questionad
by the presiding sagistrate and all 3 made very
damaging admissions which wars recorded as
evidence against thems,

Teotsobe admitted that ha was an ANC

in Angola between 1977 and 1580, that he had
attackad Uncle Tom's hall in Boweto on 5 May,

mamher, that ha had received -.I.lihrr training |
1580

. astting it on Fire, that he had launched an

attack on Dube reilway station on 14 Septesber,
|m..lltr-thll'_ihuﬁl—miﬂm,m
‘and weplosives intendad for scts of ssbotags.
"In sddition to this, Tsotscbe was also charged
with participsting in a guerilla sttaek on tha-
Booysens police station during April Y980.
Shabangu, who was charged with attacking
u-m—urnmnrﬂmn!?yn-n.t i

Bosfontein, Malslans, near Barberton during
April 15980, sdmitted in the sagistretea" court
hmaring that he sas an ANC membar, and had
received military training in Angols.

oise, during tha courss of the magistrates”
court hearing, admitted participating in an
attack on Gasol 2 at Secunda on 1 Juna, 1980,
and returning to South Africa on 26 August, 1980
to gather inforsstion for & sscond attack on
Becunda .

Tha Supress Court trial bsgan with the
defence contesting the sdmlssibllity of the
admissions made in the megistretes' court.
Defence counsel pointed out that the accused
ware brought directly to court from section 6
datention: pages of cosplicated charges wars
read to Tsotsobe, "ean unlettersd men' withy
standard 1 asducation. Tha magistrate then got
admissions from him after resding the charges
to him.

It is clear that when an undefended man
is asked to admit to sdmlissions the effect
ghould be explained very clearly. Thia
man knew nothing whatscever about legal
proceadings and gave his consant in
circumstances which were most unfalr,

argued a defence lawyer.

Tha accused gave svidence on this aspsct
of the trial, and 2 of thes testifisd that they
ware relsassd from sectlon 6 detantion tnllyr
momants before they appeared in the magistrates®
court. Moise told the presiding judge,

Justice Tharon, that he was under the
impression that he was still under section 6
when ha appsared in court.

Desplte these srgusents, the triel judge
ruled ‘Hl"t the admiassions mads in the
magistrates’ court hearing were in order, and

would be used as evidence against the accused.

Tha othar major element in the trial related
to the "confessions® which the thres accussed


http://15.C9.6l

made whils in police custody, ALl 3 sccused
testified in soma detail, alleging that they
had been systematically tortured by sscurity
police. In addition to this, they called a
numbar of ex-detainess who gave svidenca of a
genafal course of conduct involving the security
police. Tha defence argusd that the statesents
of the accused had been myde under extrams
duress, and should not be sccepted as svidence
by tha court. For some details of the
allegations mads sgainst the sscurity police,
and their denials, ses WIP 19:47-8.

The state's major withess was an ANC
guerilia captured by the SADF in its raid on
the suburban houss in Matola, Mocambigue. The
witnesas, who may not be lgentified in terms of
a ruling given by judge Theraon, told the court
that he had undargone ANC military training
in Angola and the Sovist Union. In April 1980
ha returned to Bouth Africes as part of a group
which planted explosives at the Basol plant in
Sasolburg., He returned to Mocambigue to
report on this mission, and subsequently entered
Bouth Africa a sscond time to gather informatlion
on a fusl depot at Mafikeng,

Aftsr returning to Mocambigque, ha was kidrapped
by the SADF from tha houss in Matola, and brought
back to SBouth Africa whery ha was handed over
to sscurity police.

At the conclusion of tha stats casa, the
-th‘l"ﬂ.lﬁﬂ.ﬂﬂ decided not to give evidence, and
called no witnasses in thedir defence.

Verdict: Builty of high treason, in terms of
the various acts they were charged with
undertaking. !
Bentence: On 19 August, in the Bupreme Court
of Pretoria, the judge who 3 years sarlier sent
Solomon Mahlangu to his death, sentenced all

3 mccused to a sentence of death,
A T s i

Labour Action

MINING

ON the 18th July six miners ware killed and

20 injured in ‘faction fighting' between
EBhangaan and Xhosa workers at JCI's Elsburg Mine
at Westonaris. A few rooms wars burnt out and
windows ware broken, sccording to tha ﬂ.mll.
report on this incident that '
appearsd in Johannésburg nesspapers {ﬁ:ﬂ,.
21.07.81).

- Tha naxt waskend, on 25 July, one african
miner was killed and thres badly injured in
fighting betwsen a reported 3 000 Xhosa and

3 000 Basuto miners (these figures wers later
denied by the mine authoritiss). Mine police
st the Kloof gold mine compournd whare ths incidant
took place, used teargas ang dogs. This minm, *
owned by Gold Fislds of SBouth Africa, is slso
closs to Westonsria. About R0 000 worth of
damage was done, and 500 miners asked to ba
relsased from contract.

On 27 July, at ths Venterspost mine
compound in the sase region, further fighting
cocurred between Mhosa and Hasuto miners. Cars
ware réported to have been stonsd and at lesast
eight miners injured. Tearges was uaed by
mine police msd the SAP was called in. The
fighting was said ta have irvolued sbout BO0
miners. ° '

TRANBVAAL |
Ansol Metal Co (Alberton): Approxisately 200
workers at this firm dowted: tools oh 14 August
in demand of a 80c an hour'across the board
increass. 1 '

The firm told the Wetal and Allied Workers
Union (MAWL) that the Firm was to introduce the
'Patterson grading system', which would allow

productive workers r.n-rn-uftuuntlu.'
industrisl council determined wagss for the
industry.

Mo Ffurthar neaws.

Cobra Bresswars (Lulpsardsvlei, West Rand):
A saries of short stoppages hit this firfm. Tha

'Fiﬁtrmnrtmmmlmlﬁrm-:n

a waak. This sscond strike ococurred on 31
August [. h-:hy] Aita Ndzanga, drganising

i

‘sscretary o of the General Allisd Werkers Urilon
IELES % mae

(Gawu) said that @lmost the sntirs workforce

= gbout 600 workers - had gone on strike over
union recognition, rejectidn of the liaison
committes, reinstatement of a dismissed worker,
and tha refusal by managemant to lat workers

leave the premises at lunchtime, ]

" This stoppage was said to have lastsd four
hours. Msnagement met with thy CAWU and a
recognition ballot was said to have been discussed
[8tar, D1.09.81).

On Thursday, 3 Geptesber, workars dowed
tools again, demanding a wage review (R3,00 an
hour minimum) and recognition of GAWU. Mors than
200 workers were involved and police stood by

on this and tha next d-l'_r.
#IF 1+

Managing director, Terry Davidson, said
'H'iltlrnrtlrlﬂ'inrildmtrltwmﬂhrtu_ﬁy' ;
(7 September) would be Tired. He slso said that
the firm would not give GAWU sole recognition
as tni nm.m Steal, Enginesring and Allied

r H Undarr hqdulmnunhnh:lhhfnrmm—
nition fmu. 05.05.81). -

Al1"BUt*200 of Cobra's 540 workers were .
fired on Monday after refusing to return to work.
New recruits and former workers would ba signed
on  Wednesday, said Davidson,

Semson Ndou, GAWU president, said that
workers had been locked out on the Monday
(Sowatan, 0B8.09.81).




