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Kagiso: I t vas reported (fioeetan, 30.07.B1) that 

the Kaglao t ^ i d e n t e ' urg*nisaUon (KM)) had 

organised a smarting to protest against rant and 

bus faro increases. The res idents had gathered 

around the local Lutharan church. They war* 

refused entry into the church by the pariah. 

Polica intervened to break up tha aaeting 

and a 'punch-up' broke out between tha securi ty 

pol ica and paopla a t tha cast ing (Soeetan, 

31 ,07 ,61 ) . Tha pol ica attempted to moke arraata. 

Thay eere , however, fought o f f and avantually 

drivan aaay by tha crowd, amid chants and 

freedom songs. 

At a aubaaquant meeting rasidents decided 

that they would boycott th« Greyhound Boa Lines. 

The local coaaunity counci l lor* vera accused of 

being government stooges and the coaaunity 

council vas asked t o res ign. 

In addition* tha R20-«dllion hoatel project 

in the area vas slammted with people aeying that 

'Wa need houses, not hoetft-la' (Soeetan, 31 .07 .81) , 

A fee tfaya l a t e r i t tea reported that KftO 

leaders had been arrested by Krugersdorp pol ica 

a f t e r thay attempted t o smirch to tha 1 R * (east 

Rand Administration Board) o f f i c e s in protest 

against increeaed rent antj bus feres (Star, 

03 .08 .81) . The march cam* a f t e r 6 000 people 

had gathered in protes t . Ten 'youths' vara 

arrested a f t e r the stoning of Greyhound buses 

(flOU, 04 .08 .81 ) . I t aas reported that a student 

In the area s tated that there eas ease confusion 

in the higher primary schools as pupils had 

been to ld to go hone as there vas no school (Star, 

04.08.81). 
Chairperson of the c o - u n i t y counci l , J 

Mango, said that c las ses had not been disrupted. 

Furthermore, he condemned the unrest and ate ted 

that i f people hoped to so lve na t t er s through 

violence thay should accept the coneequences. 

Tha RD« (06.08.81) reported that e ight awn 

and teo a pain appeared before V Auceap in the 

Krugersdorp Regional Court, charged with stoning 

buses in the Kaglao toenehlp. Thay pleaded not 

gu i l ty to e charge of tpublic v io lence , a l terna­

t i v e l y hindering eorfcmra fro* boarding buses and 

malicious damage t o property*. Ball vas granted 

end the hearing aas postponed to 19 August, af ter 

tha court had been to ld that the accused would 

be defended by Johonneaburg attorneys. 

Meanwhile, the day before the court appear-

once, po l i ce f ired rubber b u l l e t s to disperse 

a group of 'youths' (Star , 0 5 , 0 8 . 8 1 ) . They 

arrested four people vho eere released la ter . 

A teacher at Bosele Higher Primary School said 

that tha day before (4 August) a group of 

young people from 'The People's Eye1 entered 

the school end dismissed pupils saying that 

'there mas no t iao to a i t e t tha desk vhl le 

their brothers eere f ighting for t h e i r rights* 

(Star , 05 .08 .81 ) . 

The R0H (06.08.81) reported that tha 

township vas 'back to normal' aa 'workers 

boarded buses to go to vork and pupils 

returning t o school without any Incidents of 

violence reported*. There have been no further 

reports . * < 

Putco - vast Rand: X Coetzee, financial 

executive of Putco, announced nn increase 

application to coma into e f f e c t in October 

(Star , 04 .08 .81 ) . Tha company i s seeking an 

increase In revenue of 39)1 anion mi l l be aide 
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up by govimrntnt subsidy end fara increases. 

This incrwsB was Sought, according to Coetzee, 

to meet increases in running costs. This 

appl icat ion cons* a month a f t a r Putco increased 

1 U feres by 7,9)1 (saa WP 19). 

Ketlehong counci l lor , Morogosi, described 

th# proposed'increases as shocking and stated 

that i t would worsen tha c r i t i c a l conditions 

in tha toanahips that axistad as a resu l t of 

increases I n tha coat of l i v i n g (ROW, 

(05 ,06 .81 ) . Tha Sowatan (06 .06 .8 l ) raportad that 

Or Joe Joshua, chairperson of the National 

Association f o r tha Advancement of Coloured 

People (NAACP) stated that his organisation 

would plan a national boycott of Putco buses 

i f fares were increased: *to have resolved to 

Issue a nation-wide d i rect ive to boycott the 

Putco transport service i f . . . fores are 

Incraasad. We f e e l that black commutere . . . axe ' 

already undergoing tremendous economic hardships* 

(Sowetan, 0 6 . 0 6 . 6 l ) . Bishop Tutu described the 

fare increases aa *atieer highway robbery*. 

Handrlk Bchoemah, Minister of Transport, 

said that the appl icat ion by Putco for a 39)1 

increase would be referred to the Commission 

into Bus Passenger Transportation (see * general ' 

section, below). Responding to the PFP spokes­

person on transport mettere who asked the 

government to avoid passing on increases to 

passengers, Handrlk 6choeman said that the matter 

would be handled by the Coamlsslon, but did not 

give any assurances that the increases would 

not be passed on to commuters. 

meanwhile, the Sunday Express (13.09.81) 

reported that Putco made e record p r o f i t of A4 ,8 -

ml l l lon last year. Contradictory explanatlona 

of these p r o f i t s came frcai Putco executives, 

with 'one stat ing that the pro f i ts came from a 

special fue l cost bridging subsidy, end the other 

stating that the p r o f i t s came from Increased 

business (the fue l subsidy came to about 

R10-mlllion). 

Putco'a f inancia l cont ro l le r , Button, was 

asked why seven months had lapsed between the 

granting of the last fa re lncreeso and i t s ' • 

implementation. He repl ied that the timing of 

fare increases was s p o l i t i c a l l y sensit ive 

issue. He added that a f t a r tha National Transport 

Commission had approved end granted Increases, 

the timing of implementation was investigated 

by the Lottsr Commission. This Commission 

consults the security po l i ce , the pol ice , the 

Department of Co-operation and Development, end 

community councils, to test public opinion and 

determine whether there are l i k e l y to be boycotts 

or other protests against fare lncreeees. 

Pretoria Aree: Residents of the mabopane township 

complained to Putco about thm poor bus service, 
r 

accusing Putco of 'gross neglect 1 . The complalnta 

included chaos at the 6hoshanpuve transfer s t a t i o n ; 

hal f -hour delays; over-crowding. The Putco 

public re lat ione o f f i c e r stated that things 

ware expected to go amoothly a t the transfer 

s ta t ion since the company has employed queue 

mershells to 'protect passengers' (Bter, 02 ,09 .61 ) . 

j Gomba, d i rector of the Black Unity 

Express Bus Service (BUEB8) (see H P 19) wee 

refused e road c a r r i e r permit to carry passengers 

between 8 a u l e v i l l e , Glyanl and Lebowa. Putco 

oppoaed the appl icat ion stat ing that thm service 

i t operated in conjunction wi th the SM and 

tax is catered adequately. I n e strongly worded 

memorandum to the s i n i s t e r of Transport Gomba 

stated that he had bean pushed out of business 

and that black-owned businesses are being 

replaced by white run companies. He added that 

the prices of transport offered by those companies 

are vary high and submitted that the transport­

ation of black people be handed over t o the 
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'department of black a f f a i r s ' (Soeetan, 

11,09.81) . : ' / ; , 

C A P E . * ; ; ? 

In the Cape the struggle to keep bus ferae down 

continues. I n jHP 19 i t wee reported thet 21 ** •*,-

community organisations lodged t h e i r objections -

t o the appl icat ion for increased faras by City 

Tramways to the Road Transportation Board. The 

Cape Herald (22.06.81) reported that represent-

at ives of about 30 community o r g a n i s a t i o n , 

churches and trade unions are opposing the 

appl icat ion in 'round two of the i r f i g h t ' 

against increases. 

Over 100 representatives f i l l e d the Board's 

room in ths Foreshore o f f i c e s , while many people 

had to. stand outside. City Tramways legal 

representat ive; 6 S e l i k o w i t i , s tated that the 

increases were necessary becauae of higher costs 

and higher wages for C i ty Tramways employees. 

I n addition City Tramwaya weot a penalty f o r 

over-r id ing and e system 'whereby dr ivers would 

not have to provide change l a t a » t n ight * . 

Between them City Tremways and Associated 

Bus Holdlnge (who had also applied for en 

increase (ROM, 26 .06 .81 ; « P 19)) control the * 

buses running to and from l U t c h e l l ' a Pla in and 

A t l a n t i s . Thm At lan t is Civic Association (ACA) 

has ca l led on the government to subsidiae bus 

ferae . The chairperson of the ACA said that 

increased faras would h i t A t lan t ia rasldente 

hard, since they were completely dependent on . 

bus transport - there l a no t r a i n service in the 

area. 'Without the buses em are as good as 

cut o f f from the outside wor ld* , he said. At 

a protest meeting held the week before e reeident 

cal led on the government t o pay the rasldente' * 

bus fares since i t forced people t o l i v e 

there. Jef f Leonard, a former chairperson 

of the ACA eteted that with Cape Town being 
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50km away a bus boycott by A t l a n t i s r e s i d e n t s 

would be ext remely d i f f i c u l t . 

The Hoed T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board hear ing 

cont inues . 

The Cape H e r a l d ( 2 9 . 0 6 . 6 l ) repor ted t h a t 

the western Cape bus companies and t h e o b j e c t o r s 

would have t o w e l t e few weeks b e f o r e the 

N a t i o n a l Transpor t Commission makes a d e c i s i o n 

on whether t o g r a n t t h e increases . Bus company 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e , Selwyn S e l i k o w l t z , s t e t e d t h a t 

the M i t c h e l l P l a i n Bus S e r v i c e L td had l o s t money 

s i n c e e r a i l w a y s e r v i c e s t a r t e d i n t h e a r e a . . 

Rep ly ing , Geoff Budlender, appear ing f o r 22 

o r o a n i s a t l o n s , s t a t e d t h a t t h e companies could 

put i n a c l a i m t o the government. He added t h a t 

the ho ld ing company, Associated Bus Ho ld ings , 

d i d not show a l o s s . 

P l e Roux, d i r e c t o r o f the I n s t i t u t e f o r 

S o c i a l Development a t the U n i v e r s i t y o f t h e . 

• a s t e r n Cape, s a i d t h a t 30)t o f peop le i n 

A t l a n t i s l i v e below t h e b r e a d l i n e and t h a t bus 

f a r e s should not be Increased beceuse of the 

human aspect and p o l i t i c a l resentment t h a t would 

be caused. A p e t i t i o n signed by 2 500 r e s i d e n t s 

o f M i t c h e l l s P l a i n o b j e c t i n g t o thn proposed 

f a r e increases was handed i n . More than 

| 23 000 people have signed p e t i t i o n s o b j e c t i n g 
A 

t o t h e f e r e increases . 

Wmunwhlle.. Boland Passenger Transpor t , 

t h e bum company serv ing t h e S t r a n d , Somerset 

• e s t , S ta l lwnbosch, P e a r l and Melmesbury e p p l i e d 

f o r an average t h r e e cents Inc rease on a l l f a r e s . 

A spokesperson s a i d t h a t t h e company had a p p l i e d 

f o r the Department o f Transport t o subs id ise the 

proposed increases . 
• . . - p : • • 

NfiTAL 
;, float ( 2 4 - 7 . 0 6 . 6 1 ) r e p o r t e d t h a t the Phoenix 

working Committee ( P I C ) sent l e t t e r s of compla int 

froW PhomntX. r e s i d e n t s to t h e Loca l T r a n s p o r t ­

a t i o n Board and t o t h e Bus Owners A s s o c i a t i o n . 

T h i s s tep was taken a f t e r owners who had been 

I n v i t e d t o a meet ing t o d iscuss problems 

r e l a t e d t o t r a n s p o r t d i d not t u r n up. The 

chai rperson of the PKC, JU S ingh, sa id t h a t ' t h e 

I n d i f f e r e n t a t t i t u d e o f t h e bus owners t o the 

meet ing wes a " d e c l a r a t i o n o f w a r * " . 

According t o JM Singh some o f t h e problems 

were dagga smoking on buses; the bus d r i v e r s 

r a r e l y keep on t i m e ; and t h a t owners e r e not 

making use o f a l l t h e i r c e r t i f i c a t e s ( ? ) . He 

added t h a t t h e r e were outs ide bus owners who . 

could p r o v i d e b e t t e r s e r v i c e s end t h e PWC i s 

f i g h t i n g to ge t t h e present owners removed. One 

of t h e d i r e c t o r s of S p r i n g f i e l d Omnibus S e r v i c e , 

G Raghbur, s a i d t h a t he had not rece ived en 

i n v i t e t i o n t o t h e m e e t i n g . There have been 

no f u r t h e r r e p o r t s a v a i l a b l e t o us . 

Meenmhlle, t h e ROM ( 1 3 . 0 7 . 8 1 ) r e p o r t e d t h a t 

Putco would r a i s e i t s N a t a l bus f a r e s by ?,9)t 

I n August as a r e s u l t o f the 1979 f u e l i n c r e a s e s . 

Putco managing d i r e c t o r , C B a i l e y , s t a t e d t h a t 

f u r t h e r increases could be expected l a t e r i n 

t h e y e a r t o accommodate t h e f u e l h i k e of J u l y 

t h i s y e e r i 

I t wes r e p o r t e d {Leader , 0 7 . 0 6 , 6 1 ) t h e t a 

R20 000 l i b e l s u i t was to come before t h e Durtan 

Supreme C o u r t . SV N a i c k e r , a member of the SAIC ( 

i s suing t h r e e o f f i c i a l s o f t h e L o t 14 6us 

Passengers I n t e r i m Committee, a r i s i n g out o f a 

pamphlet which c a l l e d on passengers t o boycot t 

the bus s e r v i c e . I t I s e l l e g e d t h a t t h e 

pamphlet wes defamatory . The people being sued 

a r e Amer Sewpersed, Danny Naldoo and Osn Mundra. 

• a have no f u r t h e r r e p o r t s on t h i s m a t t e r . 

GENERAL 

The N a t i o n a l I n s t i t u t e f o r Transport end Road 

Research (NITR) which i s p a r t o f the Counci l f o r 

I n d u s t r i a l and S c i e n t i f i c Research (CSIR) T drew 

I I | 

up a r e p o r t recommending t o t h e government t h e t 

'a s t r i c t l y commercial* c o r p o r a t i o n be e l lowed 

t o run t h e bus s e r v i c e s i n Johannesburg and 

surrounding a r e a s . I a n H o r t o n , an i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t e x p e r t w i t h t h e NITR, who drew 

up t h e r e p o r t , l e quoted as saying ( S t a r , 

2 6 . 0 6 . 6 1 ) t h a t a p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t c o r p o r a t i o n 

run by a board of d i r e c t o r s 'who a r e r e q u i r e d 

t o break even annua l ly i s t h e on ly s e n s i b l e 

answer t o t h e c u r r e n t problems I n t h e m e t r o p o l i t a n 

a r e a s * . 

The r e p o r t suggested t h a t p r i v a t e compenies, 

such as P u t c o , would be c o n t r a c t e d by the 

c o r p o r a t i o n mho would be a b l e t o check t h e i r 

f inances end s e t s tandards . The r e p o r t f u r t h e r 

suggests t h e t such moves could mean a new dee l 

f o r e l l passengers, black and w h i t e , which would 

i n c l u d e f a s t e r t r a v e l l i n g t i m e s , upgraded w a i t i n g 

f a c i l i t i e s , and new fonwa of t r a n s p o r t and i n t e r ­

changes. 

This c o r p o r a t i o n I s c a l l e d the "Passenger 

Transpor t C o r p o r a t i o n ' (PTC) by I a n H o r t o n . Such, 

a PTC would have powers t o p l a n a ' c o - o r d i n a t e d 

mul t i -model t r a n s p o r t sys tem' . The board o f 

d i r e c t o r s would be r e s p o n s i b l e f o r p o l i c y whllw 

the PTC would be sub jec t t o t h e c o n t r o l o f the ' 

Road T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Boards, and t h e s t a t e 

N a t i o n a l Transpor t Commission would be the 

o v e r a l l watchdog ( S t a r , 3 1 . 0 8 . 8 l ) . 

Two new Commissions o f I n q u i r y were announced 

i n the Government Gezet te ( r e p o r t e d on i n t h e 

R0IJ, 1 1 . 0 9 . 8 1 ) , one i n t o bus t r a n s p o r t and t h e 

o t h e r i n t o tour ism. 

Or P e t e r Velgmmoed (MP) has been named as 

t h e cha i rperson o f t h e t r a n s p o r t i n q u i r y , which 

w i l l look i n t o t e r i f f s , s u b s i d i e s , s u b s i d i s a t i o n 

o f commuters, energy supp ly , urban p l a n n i n g , and 

f a c i l l t i e e f o r buses and t h e i r passengers, t h e 

necess i ty f o r s e c u r i t y i n t h e bus t r a n s p o r t B 

I n d u s t r y , t h e need f o r e c o - o r d i n a t i n g body f o r Q 
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metropolitan transport areas, and the des i rab i l i t y 

of establishing a national bus transportation 

corporation. 

RAILWAYS 

The Minister of Transport announced in his 

railway budjjat that raturn t i cke ts , which represent-

ad a discount of up to 60*i on slngla farms, 

were to ba abollahad on coamutar t ra ins froa 

1 October* I n addit ion tha weekly and monthly 

season t lokats w i l l ba incraaasd by an average of 

10%, a f fact ing tha majority of commuters. Tha 

discounted raturn t i cke ts , howevar, af fects 

casual workers, shoppars and etudenta, 

A rai lway spokasparaon statad that ona 

of tha raasons for abolishing tha dlacountsd 

raturn waa t o clamp down on f a r * evasion. Tha 

chairperson of tha Commuters tsatchdog Association 

said, howavar, that t i c k e t s wara examined a t 

dapartura and oftan on tha t ra ins , and i t was a 

raaul t of lnaf f ic lancy on tha part of tha railways 

i f tha s t a f f could not catch fara dodgara. 

Ha added that fara lncraasaa would discourage 

pupils from using public transport. 

Ntatho Uotlana of tha Coewittee of Tan, 

described tha fara lncraasaa as 'monstrous'. 

This lncraasa comas six months a f t a r an 

incraasa of on average 12,8Jl» and parllamantary 

raports indicate that furthar lncraasaa ara 

l i ke ly next yaar. 

Thasa fara ^lncraasaa coma i n tha context 

of inadaquata railway f a c i l i t i e s for Saweto 

commuters. Hhile tha Oiractor of Passenger 

Sarvicas and his assistant claimed that tha 420 

t ra ins provided for tha 235 000 da l ly coswjuters, 

coped with naads, t h i s was strongly danlad by 

tha comautars interviewed by tha Bowatan (07 .09 .81 ) . 

NOTE: 

*e would l i k e contributiona on tha iasua of 

transport i n South Af r ica . 

Courts 
TERRORISM ACT TRIAJ-8 

On'June 1 1 , 1960, workers in tha Capa Peninsula 

bagan boycotting tha bua sarvica run by City 

, Tramways. Fares had baan increased by between 

30* and 100)1, following an appl icat ion by 

City Tramways to tha National Transport 

Commission. By mid-July, i t was raportwd that 

City Tramways had spent R25 000 on propaganda, 

i n an attempt to braak tha boycott, However, 

tha Sunday Timas raportad that tha boycott was 

s t i l l 100)1 ef fect ive in Crossroads, Gugulstu 

and Nyanga, while 90)1 of pstopla wara s t i l l 

boycotting buaas in other araaa (BT, 13.07.60) . 

A sacrat Cabinet oommittaa, consisting of 

raprasantativaa from tha security pol ica , army, 

and Dapartmants of Co-operation and Development, 

Indian Af fa i rs and Coloured A f f a i r s , was sat up 

to braak tha boycott. I t iasuad various 

anonymous pamphlats, including ona fa lsa ly 

claiming to spaak f o r t ax i d r i va ra , c a l l i n g 

for an and to tha boycott. 

Howavor, by mid-August tha boycott waa 

s t i l l i n force, and i t was a t t h i s stage that 

an arm of tha state intervened in a mora 

direct marmar in support of C i ty Trmmwaya. 

During tha boycott of buses, many township 

rasldants used taxis to t rave l to and from wortc. 

Large nuabara of thasa t a x i s wara not legal ly 

registered with tha Road Transportation Board, 

and arm thus rafsrrad to as 'p i ra te* tax is . 

Lata in July, polica baton-charged workars 
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boarding p i rate tax is , and strong pol ica motion 

was taker to force these taxis o f f tha road in 

an attampt to braak tha boycott. Reports 

msntionad tha arrest of taxi dr ivara , and svsn 

confiscation of cars and l o r r l s s . 

Than, Qn August 1 1 , pol ica onca mora actad 

against tha p i ra ta taxis and tha i r passengers - . 

snd th is tlwja lerga-acale violence resulted. 

According to tha chairperson of the Western . 

Capo region of the South African inst i tu te of 

Race Relat ions, Daphne tflleon, the violence 

followed a confrontation between pol ice and 

commuters waiting for p i ra ta taxis at a bus 

stop where empty buses wara standing. Riot 

pol ica attempted to force wait ing cowmuter* 

to board th*ae buses. 'The people refused to 

gst in to tha buses - they walked instead ' , said 

Mrs Wilson. She claimed that tha ensuing violence 

was a d i rec t resu l t of the clampdown on pi rate 

t a x i s , involving strong-one eotion and wholesale 

ar rests . At one stags, pol ica and armed o f f i c i a l s 

of tha Road Transportation Board stood a t p i rate 

tax i tanks %rtd prevented people from entering 

the t a x l a . 

I n tha violence and coieaunity anger that 

followed, vehicles ware stoned and sat sl ight in -

Kl ipfontein Road, near the Crossroads squatter 

camp, and at least 5 people died. 2 of them, 

George Beeton and Frederick Janaen, ware atoned 

and severely burnt by petrol bombs thrown at 

t h e i r cars then they drove past Crossroads. 

A l l 3 schools i n the area warm cloaed, and a 

crowd eat f i r e to a poat o f f i c e maintenance 

vehicle a t tha Nyanga bus tsn i inus . 

Chairperson of the Nyanga Residents' 

Association, Oscar Wpetha, issued ths 

following statement on the c o n f l i c t : 

We are to ld tha pol ice are here t o protect 
the people from lnt imidatore, but i t i s the fl 
pol ica eho are the lnt imidatore. Ihsn we .' 
saw the r i o t pol ice a r r i ve th is morning we 1 


