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INFORMATION
Transport

TRANSVAN.

Kagiso: It wes reparted (Gowstan, 30.07.81) that
the Kagiso Residents’ Organisation (KRO) hed
organised a meeting to protest against rent and
bus fare increases. The residents had gathered
arcund the local Lutheren church. They ware
refused entry into the church by the parish.

Polica intervensd to break wp the seeting
and & ‘punch-up’ broke out between the security
police and psople st the mesting (Gowetan,
31.07.81). Tha police attempted to meke arrests.
Thay wara, however, Fought of f and sventually
driven awmay by the crowd, smid chants and
freedom songs.

At a subsaguent mesting residents decided
that they would boycott the Breyhound Bus Lines.
Tha local comssunity counclllors were accused of
being governeent stooges and the commundty
council was asked to resign.

In ddition, the R20-million hostel project
in the area was slsseed wlth people saying that
'We need housss, not hostels' (Sowstan, 31.07.81).

A few days later it was reported that KRO
lemders had been arrested by Krugersdorp police
after they attespted to march to the WRAB (West
Rand Administration Board) offices in protest
against increased rent and bus fares (Star,
03.08.81). The march camg after 6 000 people
had gathered in protest. Ten ‘youths' were
arrested aftar the stoning of Greyhound buses
(ADM, 04.08.81). It was reported that a student
in the area stated that thers was mass confusion
in the higher primary schools as pupils had

been told to go home as thers was no school (Star,
D4.08.81).

Chairparson of the community council, J
Mango, sald that classes had not been disrupted.
Furthermors, he condemned the unrest and stated
that if psople hopsd to solve satters through
violence they should sccept the conssguences.

The ROM (05.08.81) reported that sight men
and two women appeared before W Aucamp in the
Krugersdorp Regional' Court, charged with stoning
buses in tha Kagiso township. They plesaded not
guilty to m charge of *public violence, alterna-
tivaly hindering workers fros boarding buses and
malicious dasage to property'. Ball was granted
arnd the hsaring was postponed to 19 August, after
tha court had bean told that the accused would
be dafended by Johannesburg attorneys.

ganwhila, the day before the court appear-
anca, police Fired rubber bullests to disperse
a group of "youths® (Star, 05.08.81). Thay
arrested four people who weare relsased later.

A teacher at Bosels Highar Primary School said
that the day befors (4 August) a group of
young people Ffrom "The Peoplé's Eyé' entared
the school and disadssed pupils saying that
"thara was no tise to sit at the deask while

.ﬂ‘llh‘ brothers ware FTighting for thair righta®

(Star, 05.08.B1).

The ROM (D6.08.81) reported that the
township was "back to normal® as ‘sorkers
boarded buses to go to work and pupils
returning to school sithout any incidents of
violence reported’. Thers have been no Further

reports. - am

Putco — West Rand: JL Costzea, Financial
sxecutive of Putco, announced an lncreass
application to come into effect in October
(Gtar, D4.08.81). Tha company is sesking an
increass in revenus of 3% which will be mdde




up by government subsidy and fare increases.
This increass was sought, according to Costzes,
to meat increases in running costs. This
application comps a month after Putco ilncreased
its fares by 7,9% [see WIFP 19].

Katlehong councillor, Morogosi, described
the propossd incresasss as shocking and stated
that it would worsen the coritical conditions
in the townships that existed as & result of
increases in the cost of living {RDM,

(05.08.81). The Sowstan (05.08.81) reparted that
Dr ‘Joa Joshua, chairperson of the National
Association for the Advancesent of Coloursd
People (NAACP) stated that his organisation
would plan a national boycott of Putco buses

if fares were incressed: 'We have resolved to
issus & nation-wide dirsctive to boycott the
Putco transport service if ... fares are
increased. We feel that black commuters ... ars’
already undergoing tremendous esconomic hardships®
(Sowetan, D6.08.81). Bishop Tutu described the
fara increasss as "shear higheay robbery®.

Hendrik Schosmen, Minister of Transport,
sald that the applicaticn by Putco for a 3%%
increass would bas referrsd to the Cosmisaion
into Bus Passsngar Transportation (ses 'general’
section, balow). Responding to the PFP spokes-
person on transport matters who asked tha
government to avold passing on increasss to
passsngers, Hendrik Schosman said that thea matter
would be handled by the Commission, but did not
give any assurances that tha increases would
not ba passad on to commuters.

Mearwhile, the Sunday Express (13.09.81)
reported t.hl!: Puteo made a record profit of R4 ,B-

A " million last vear, Contradictory sxplanations

of thess profits cems from Putco executives,
.with ‘ona stating that ths profits cems from a
special fusl cost bridging subsidy, and the other
stating that the profits cams from increessd

business (the fusl subsidy cems to about
A10-million).

Putco's Financial controller, Button, was
asked why seven months had lapsed betwsen the
granting of the last fars incresss and its .
implamentation. He replied that the timing of
fara increases was a politically sensitive
issus. He sdded that after tha Ngtional Transport
Commission had spproved and granted incresases,
the timing of implementation was irvestigated
by tha Litter Commission. This Commission
consults the sscurity police, tha police, the
Department of Co-oparation and Developsent, and
comwunity councils, to test public opimion and
datermling whether therse are likely to be boycotts
or other protests against fara incresses.

Pratorias Area: FAessidents of the Mabopans township
complained tg Putco about the poor bus service,
acousing Putco of 'grul-;l naglect’. The complaints
ircluded chaos at tha H\uﬂ‘lﬂﬂlm tranafer station;
half=hour delays; over-crowding. The Putco
public relations officer stated that things
ware saxpected to go smoothly at the tranafer
station since the company has ssployed guesus
marshalls to ‘protect passengers' (Star, 02.09.81).
J Gomba, director of the Black Unity
Exprass Bus Service (BUEBE) (ses wip 15) was
refused a road carrier permit to carry pASSENgeErs
betwesn Saulsville, Biyani and Lebowa., Putco
oppossd the application stating that the service
it operated in conjunctlon with the BAR and
taxis catered adeguataly. In & strongly worded
mesorandum to the Minister of Transport Gomba
stated that he had bessn pushed out of business
mnd that black-pwned businesses are baing
replaced by white run companies. He added that
the prices of treansport offersd by thosa companlies
are very high and submitted that the transport-—
ation of black pecple ba handed cver to thas

‘department of black affairs* {Eu-lhn.
11.09.81).

CAPE .
In tha Cape the struggle to keep hufqrulum- '
continues. In WIP 19 it was reported tl'llt -1 I
comsunity organisations lodged their objections
to the spplication for incressed fares by City
Trameays to tha Aoad Transportation Board. The
Cape Herald (22.08.81) reported that represent-
atives of about 30 cosmunity organisations,
churches and trade unions are opposing the
application in '"round two of their fight'
against increases.

Over 100 repreassntatives filled the Board's
room in the Foreshora offices, while many people
had to.stand outside. City Tresways lagal
represantative, & Selikowitz, stated that the
increases ware necassary becauss of -higher costs
and. highar wages For City Tramways smployses.

In eddition I:I_.bp' Tm;-i want a pm_u:l.ty_rqr

| ~ over-riding and a éystem "whersby :Ir'.l.'v!'rl would

not hava to provide changs late at night*.
Batwsen tham Clity Tresways and Assoocimted
Bus Holdings (who had also applied for an
incréass (RDM, 26.05.81; WIP 19)) control the
buses running to and from Mitchall's Plain and
Atlentis. The Atlantis Civic Association (ACA)

‘has called on the government to subsidise bus

fares. The chairperson of the ACA said th;t
increassd Ffares would hit Atlantis residents

"hard. since they were completely Idﬂ:intlmt an

bus transport - thare is no train service in the
area. 'Without the buses wa are as good as

cut of f from the outside world', he said. At

& protest meeting hald ths week before a resident
called on the government to pay the residenta’
bus fares since it forced pecple to live

there. . «aff Leonard, a I'nrllr ﬂ"-.irpﬁinn
of ths ACA stated that with Cape Tmh:qu
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- Gem mway & bus boycott by Atlantis residents
would be extremely difficult.

The Road Transportstion Board hearing
continues.

The Cape Herald (29.08.81) reported that
the Western Cape bus companies and the objectors
would have to mait a few weeks before the
Hational Transport Cosmission makes a decision
on whether to grant the increases. Bus cospany
represantative, Salwyn Salikowitz, stated that
the Mitchell Plain Bus Service Ltd had lost money
since a rallway service started in the area,
Aeplying; Geoff Budlender, appearing for 22
organisations,; stated that the companies could
put in a claim to the goverrmsent. He added that
the holding company, Associated Bus Holdings,
did not show a loss. '

P le Roux, director of tha Institute for
Gocial Development at the University of tha
Western Cape, sald that 30% of people in
Atlantis live below the breadlimre and that bus
farés should not be increassed becauss of the
human aspect and political resantment that would
be caused. A petition signed by 2 500 residents
of Mitchells Plain objecting to tha proposed

fare incresses was handed in. Wore than
23 000 people have signed petitions objecting

to tl'tl-f-_l"'l increases. -

Mearwhile, Boland Passenger Transport,
tho bus company sarving the Btrand, Somsrsat
West, Stellenbosch, Paarl and Malmesbury applied
for an average three cents increass on all fares.

A spokesperacn said that the company had applied
for the Department of Transport to subsidise the

i proposed 11::1;-.:5-5. B
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“f “Post (24-7.06.81) reported that the Phoenix

'_{ﬁgtlru Committes [PWC) sent letters of complaint
frde Phosrto residents to the Local Transport-

ation Board and to tha Bus Owners Association.
This stap was taken after owers who had been
invited to a meeting to discuss probless

related to transport did not turn up. The
chairperson of the PNC, JM Singh, said that ‘the
indiffearent attitude of the bus owners to the
meating was a "declaration of war™',

According to JM Singh some of the problems
wire dagge smoking on buses; the bus drivers
raraly kesp on tima; and that ownars are not
making use of all their certificates (7). He
added that there were outside bus owners who
could provide better services amd tha PWL is
Fighting to get the present ocwnars removed. One
af the direztors of Bpringfield Denibus Service,
G Aaghbur, said that he had not received an
imvitation to the meeting. There hava been
no Further reports available to us.

Meanwhile, the ADOM (13.07.81) reported that
Putco would raise its Natal bus fares by 7,5%
in August as a result of tha 1979 fuel incresses.
Putco managing director, C Bailey, stated that
further increases could be expected later in
the year to accommodate the fusl hike of July
thia yearl

It was reported {Leader, 07.08.81) that a
A20 D00 libel suit was to come before the Durban
Supreme Court. G5V Naicker, a member of the BAIC,
is suing three officials of the Lot 14 Bus

Passengers Interim Committee, arising out of a
pamphlet which called on passengers to boycott
the bus service. It is alleged that thes
pamphlet was defamatory. The pesople being sued
ara Amar Sewpersad, Danny Maldos and Dan Mundra.
We have no further reports on this matter.

GEMERAL

The National Institute for Transport and Road
Aessarch (NITR} which is part of the Council for
Industrial and Scientific Ressarch (CBIA), drew

up a report recommerdling to the governmant that
'‘ma strictly commerclial' corporation be allowed
to run the bus sarvices in Johannesburg and
surrounding areas. Ian Horton, an international
public transport esxpert with tha NITR, who drew
up the report, is guoted as saying (Star,
28.08.81) that a public transport corparation
run by a board of directors ‘who are reguired
to bresk even annually is the only ssnsible
answar to tha current problems in the metropolitan
arsas’.

The report suggested that private companiess,
such as Putco, would be contracted by the
corporation who would be able to check thair
finances and aeat standards. The report further
suggests that such moves could mean a neaw deal
for all passengers, black and white, which would
include faster travelling times, upgraded waiting
facilities, and new forms of transport and inter-
nlmrqa-al.

This corporation is called the ‘Passenger
Transport Corporation® (PTC) by Ian Horton. BSuch,
a PTG would have powers to plan a 'co-ordinated
multi-model transport asystem'. The board of
directors would be responsible for policy while
tha PTC would be subject to the control of tha -
Aoad Transportation Boards, and the state
Mational Transport Cosmission would be the
overall watchdog (Star, 31.08.81).

Tewo new Comissions of Inquiry ware announced
in the Government Gazette (reported on in the
ADM, 11.09.81), one into bus transport and the
other into tourism.

Or Peter Welgesoed (MP) has been named as
the chairperson of the transport inguiry, which
will look into tariffs, subsidies, subsidisation
of commuters, anargy supply, urban planning, and
facilities r'“‘. buses and their passengers, the
necessity for security in the bus transport
industry, the npud for a co-ordinating body for
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-..h-q'm],ﬁ':m transport arsas, and the dﬁlﬁb:l.lity
of establishing a national bus trensportation
corporation.

RAILWAYS
The Minister of Transport announced in his
railway budget that return tickets, shich represent-
ed a discount of wup to 60% on single fares,
wara to be sbolished on commuter trains from
1 October. In addition the weskly and monthly
season tickets will be incressed by &n average of
10%, affecting the majority of commuters. The
discounted return tickets, howsver, affects
casual workers, shoppers and students.

A ralleay spokesperson stated that one
of the reasons for sbolishing the discounted
return was to clamp down on fare l"-l'lli_;l:ln. Tha
chairperson of the Comsuters Watchdog Association
said, howsver, that tickets wers sxamingd at
departures and often on the trains, and it was a
result of inefficiency on the part of the reilemys
if the staff could Aot catoch Fare dodgers.
Ha added that fare increasas would discourege
pupils from using public transport.

Ntatho Motlana of the Committes of Tem,
described the fars increasss as "monsatrous’.

This incresse comes six months after an
increase of on sverage 12,8%, and parlismentary
reports indicate that further increases are
likely next yesar.

These fare increeses come in the context
of inadequats railway facilitiss for Soweto
commuters. Whils tha Director of Passapger
Services and his assistant claimed that the 420
trains provided for the '235 000 daily cosmuters,
copad with needs, this was strongly denied by

the' comsuters interviewed by ths Sowetan (07.09.81).

MOTE:
Wa would like contributions on the issus of
transport in South Africa,

Courts

TEARDRISM ACT TRIALS

On June 11, 1980, warkers in the Caps Peninsula
began boycotting the bus service run by City
Trameays. Fares had been ilncreased by batwaan
30% and 100%, following an application by

City Tramways to tha NMational Transport
Commission. By mid=July, it was reported that
City Tramways had spent RZ25 D00 on propagands,
in an attempt to break tha boycott. Howesver,
the Sunday Timss reported that the boycott was

. still 100% effective in Crosaroads, Guguletu

and Nyanga, whils 50% of peopls wars still
boycotting buses in othar areas (BT, 13.07.80).

A sscrat Cabinet committes, consisting of
represantatives from the security police, army,
and Departments of Co-opsration and Development,
Indian Affairs and Coloured Affairs, was set up
to bresk the boycott. It issued various
anonymous pamphlets, including one falsaly
claiming to spesk for taxi drivers, calling
for an end to the boycott.

Howsver, by mid-August the boycott was

I still 'r.'lrl. force, and it was at this stege that

an arm of tha state intervened in a-more
direct manner in support of City Tresways.
n.arinn. the boycott of busesa, many township
residents used taxis to trevel to and from work.
Large numbers of thesa taxis ware not legally
registered with the Aoad Transportation Board,
and are thus referred to as *pi:nh' taxis.
Late in July, police baton-charged workers

boarding pirate taxis, and strong police sction
was taken to force these taxis :_n"\" the rosd in
an attempt to bresk the boycott. Reports
mantionad the arrest of taxi drivers, and even
conflascatlon of cars and lorries.

Then, &n August 11, police onca mors acted
agalnst the pirats taxis and their passengers -.
and this time h:ﬁn—mln viclence resulted.
According to the chairperson of the Western
Cape region pf the South African Institute of
Face Felations, Daphne Wilson, the violence
followed & confrontation batwesn police and

commutars whiting for pirete taxis at a bus

stop where smpty buses wers standing. Riot
police attempted to force walting commutars

to board thass buses. 'The pesoples refussd to

get into the buses - they walked instesd', said
Mrs Wilson. Ghe claimsd that the snsuing violence
was & direct result of the clsmpdown on pirmte
taxis, involving strong-are action and wholesals
arrests. At ons staga, polica snd arwed officials
of the Road Transportation Bosrd stood st pirats
taxi tarks gnd prevented psople from sntering
tha taxis. ' '

In the yiolence and community anger that
followed, vehicles were stoned and set alight in
Elipfonteln Road, nesr the Crossrosds squatter
camp, and at lemst 5 people died. 2 of them,
Esorge Beston and Frederick Jansen, wers stoned
and seversly burnt by petrol bombs thrown at’
their cars when they drove psst Crossroads.
All 3 schools in the arsas wers clossd, and s
crowd set firs to a post office maintsnance
vehicle at the Nyanga bus terminus.

Chairperson of the Nysngas Residents’
Association, Dscar Mpetha, issusd the
following statement on the conflict:

We are told tha police are heare to protect
the pegple from intimidators, but it 1s the
police who are the intimidators. When we

saw the riot police arrive this morning we




