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which can ba dealt with out of the context of
the form of capitalism in South Afcice, which
has dictated thet townships ars physically
ssparate arsan; sces distence from the centres
af business; comsmarce lﬁd induatry, and that
thay ars administered as saparats arsss whars
eontrol of tha workforee im the mejor facter,
The involvemant of thes community councils
in the rent Increasss is in some ways similar
te tha beheviour ﬁf the old Sowato UBCj but
the community councils are mors dirsctly
Iinked into the contradicktion which faces
"township devalopmant” and "improvement in
the quality of 1life" sdvocates: sassive smounts
sy nesded to provide ths most basic of
services in the urban townshipasj yest tha
stats insists that thess amounts ace to ba
obtained Trom ths residents of the tounships
themaslves, 1T the community councils sre to
provide any material bensfits for tewnship
rasidents; thia can only bea done at the cost
of ralsing rents snormously (witnesa ths
way in which Sowsto is being forced to pay for
its slectrification programms),

To take the case of Jjust ons township
in South Africa = and one in which conditions
ars better than in many othar african arsas =
Sowsto. Community council director of finance,
IM Florence, sstimates that tha Figure at
currant prices nesded to "upgrada' Sowsto
in terms of roed improvements, sewerage,
drains and housing ie Ri=-billion, and that
®the money will have to bs repaild by Sowsto
like any other local authority®,

Hotes.

For important beckground materisml to the
question of rents and the financing of
townshipe, ses ths following:

1« Renter paying for incorporation. Work
In Progress 12, April 1980,

2y Shoss without laces? The financing of
urban bleck townships, with specisl
refearonce to Soweto and the Sowato
Community Council, John Kans=Berman,
mimso, SAIAA 1980,

Kane=Berman, John, Sowsto: black reveolt,
white reaction, Rawan Press, 1978,
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Broken windows st the Urben Bentu Council Chambars, Jabulani,
after the rents demonstration of April 1977.

Rents: Mondlo

MONOLO = described as a "hotbed of hatred',
roads unlit end duaty, crime and disssss
gommon, in the two new schools ths puplls
have to slt on the floor, A Star nevspaper
report on ths tounship was hesded 'One would
axpect to find guerilles thare' = & reference
ko tha ;rr.lt gf ANC fighters Doyce Bogsals
and Thomas Fngadi in this township earlisr
this yesr (see report on the Silverton Triaml
1; the Courts section in this YIP and slso in
WiP 14},

The populstion of sbout 35 D0D is composad
of pecple From FTerme { ex lsbour tenants) and
from the townships around the Northern Hatal
towns of Dundee; Vryhald, Glencos and Peul
Pietersburgs For exesple; the population
of Bhekuzulu locstion at Vryheid wes going to
be the first townahip moved as a whole
{Sunday Post, 14.01.79).
have already moved to Osizweni and Ngutu,

Many of these people

where yet snother tewnship is said to be
planned.

In 1973 Dr Anthony Barker mentioned that
thers were '3 000 dwellers in loaned tents ...
in 1963'" st Mondlo.

Earlier this yesr it was reported that
reglidentas st Mondlo owsd the KwaZulu qnuurnmnnﬁ
no leass than R194 000 in outatanding rates
(ROM, 17.04.80).

Rates had been increassd from B4c to
RG6,40 (1) a month, but 99% of residents
rofused to pay this edditional amounts The
incresse was said to be necessary to pay for
piped water for sach plot and for rubbish
temoval,

The increase hed caused a lot
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blittarnesss in the township snd KwaZulu

Ainister of the Interlor, Or Frenk Mdlaloss,
reportedly got a stormy reception in the
township when ha Hllitld.iﬂ an attempt to
bresk tha boycott, Or FRdlalosd did; of
courss,; also Teaturs in & similar rols
during and after the Hewcastle-FMadadeni=
Deizweni bus boycatt af 1975.

This reflects the hezards of
attempting to salntalin a supposedly pooular
fole with the well-being of 'ths people’
rhatorically uppearmost, while baing
structurally involved in sconoaic schessa
(rathar than involvement in ths obviously
reproductive roles of adainistration,

"wducation, welfars and ideological eentrol,
as wall ss represssion. An sxsaple of clashas
in the sphere of reproductisn = that of
sducetion = is disgussed slesewhers in this
fesua of §IP). It is this involvemsant in
sconomic schemss. that beings Kwafulu bantustan
suthoritiss Lnto direct conflict with
"the people’,

Tha bitterness in the towunship was slso
reflected in thes resignaticon of 10 of tha 11
mambers of the Mondlo townshin council, snd
the formation of s committes under theo
chalrpersonship of local Inkatha leader,
Gragory Iulu, This committes of residents
wos to take Up the issue of th:'Fufu111 to

pay tha rates increass after Lthe
taalgnation of the township councll.

Paul Whlmspo, Foroe: "mayor® of Hondlo,
and the person directly blemed for the rsnt

incresss, hed had sim ehots Fired at him, boing

hit twice.

ihlapo said in a later intervisw (Star,
20.08.80) that “espite the fact that Inkatha
claimed o meamborship of 307 0DON this was

‘inflated ms there ware not that many paid up

meabars, OFf the 35 000 townahip residents
only sbout 500 wars "known and sctive memberas’',
tihlspo said that hs wss thinking of resigning
from the movement; which was called; in the
articld; 'the instrument used by Ulundi
('capital' of KwaZulu) for local govarnance',

It was reported that |hndt£nq hed besn
heard in the township lats st night on ssversl
occasions serlisr this year.

It is clear, if ons looks st the sources
of 'own revenus' for KwaZulu (in other words, .
money not received from the central gnu-rﬂ-.
ment) whars potential points of conflict lie.
This money is very important to the bentustsn
luhhnlltllllll it is tha only money that
gives them a degres of 'independance' from hhl-
central suthoritiss. Aut, on the other hand,
this money has to come, disproportisnatesly
from ths pockeats of tha working clesas, Trom
wagea: This ia the cess becsuss so little
productive activity is undertsken in theass

The houss in Mondlo township whers alleged ANC guerillas Boyce Bogale
end Thomas Mngadi wers arrested in possession of arms snd sxplosives,

sreas, which would allow taxes to be levied
on wealth produced by the working class but
after they had besn pald thelr wages,

In 1973/74 Just under R9-milllon ocut of
R11,6=million cams from "taxes and levies'
and 'townships' (rates snd rents). In 19745
A14,3-million out of A16,B=million cems from
thess sources, with an sstronomicel rise in
the smount From taxes.

As commentators on this bantusten have
seid, "5ince ... ovar four-fifths of revenus
comas frﬁ- s flxed perscnal tex and From
housing end hostsl rentals, it is clear that
ralsing revenus from these sources will be -
painful snd politically unpopulsr' - this

‘sssms to be guite an understatanent,

sspeclally if bus fare incressss (in which
the KwaZulu government have a direct staske)
are alaso teken into sccount. {(See the
discussion of the hlﬂlﬂlﬂi bua Fars incressas
snd the Seshego bus Fare incresss in this
issue ).
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