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which can bo d e a l t w i t h out of the context of 

the fore of c a p i t a l i s t I n South A f r i c a , whloh 

hee d i c t a t e d t h e t t o w m h i g i i n p h y a i o a l l y 

acperete U M i i eome distance from the contreo 

of buelneoo* c o ^ m r c i and lnduot ry * and t h a t 

they ere a d a i n l e t e r e d aa eeperete ateae where 

c o n t r o l of tha vorkforoo l a tha major f a c t o r * 

Tha Involvement of tha community c o u n c i l * 

I n tha rant Ineraaaaa l a I n eome veye a l a i l a r 

t a tha behaviour of tha o ld Soweto UBC| but 

tha community councils ara r o n d i r t o t l y 

l i n k e d I n t o tha o o n t r a d i o t l o n which faeaa 

" tovnehlp development" and "improvement I n 

tha q u a l i t y of U f a * cdvocateei massive emounte 

a r a naadad to provida tha moot baalc of 

a a r v i e a a i n tha urban tovnehlpa| yat tha 

a t a t a l n a l a t a t h a t thaaa emounte a r a t o ba 

obta inad f r o * tha raa ldanta of tha tovnehlpe 

themselves. I f tha community counci la ara t o 

provida any m a t e r i a l b e n e f i t s f o r tovnehlp 

raaldanta f f t h i a can only ba dona a t tha coat 

of r a i s i n g ranta enormously ( v l t n e e e tha 

nay i n which Sowoto l a being forcad to pay f o r 

i t a e l e c t r i f i c a t i o n programme)* 

To taka t h t c i t e of Juet one tovnehlp 

i n South A f r i c a - and one i n vhloh condi t ions 

ere b e t t e r than I n many other a f r i o a n ereae -

Sowoto* Community counc i l d i r e c t o r of f inance* 

i n Florence* eotlmatec t h a t the f i g u r e e t 

our rent p r lcee needed to u p g r a d e * Soweto 

In terms of road improvemente* sewerage* 

d r a l n e end houelng l e p l - b i m p n - •*<* t h a t 

"tha aoney w i l l have t o be repeld by Sowoto 

l i k e any other l o o e l a u t h o r i t y " * 

Notco* 

Tor important background m a t e r i e l to tha 

Quei t lon of rente and the f inanc ing of 

tovnehlpe* eee the f o l l o v l n g i 
• 

1 * Rente: paying f o r incorpora t ion» Work 
I n Proor.ee 12 9 A p r i l 1960* 

2* Shoee without lecee? Tha f inanc ing of 
urban black townships* w i t h a p e c l e l 
re ference to Soveto end the Sowetc 
Community Counci l * John Kene-Gersu»nt 
mlmoo* SAIRR i 9 6 0 * 

3* Kena-8erman f John* Sovetot black r e v o l t * 
u h l t e r e a c t i o n . Reven Preea* 1978 . 

r •:" 

--
Broken vindove a t t h a Urban Bantu Council Chambero* J a b u l a n i , 
a f t e r the rente deaonetrat ion of A p r i l 197?* 

Rents: Mondb 
HONJLO - deeorlbed ee e 'hotbed of h a t r e d * , 

roede u n l i t end duety , crime and dieceee 

common* i n the tvo nan* echoole the p u p l l a 

heve t o e l t on the f l o o r * A S ta r navepaper 

repor t on tha townehip at heeded 'One vould 

expect to f i n d g u e r i l l e e there* - a re fe rence 
i 

t o the a r r a a t of ANC f i g h t e r e Ooyce Bogele 

and Thomae Hngedi i n t h l a tovnehlp e a r l i e r 

t h i e yeer (eee repor t on the S l l v e r t o n T r i a l 

I n the Courte eact lon I n t h i e Jj|j£ end alao i n 

UIP 1 4 ) . 

Tha popu la t ion of about 35 000 i e composed 

of people frofn forme ( ax labour t a n e n t a ) end 

from the tovnehipe eround the Northern Hotel 

tovne of Dundee* Vryhe id* Clancoe end Paul 

P i e t e r e b u r g . For oxomple, the popule t ion 

of Bhekurulu l o c e t i o n at Vryhoid uee going to 

be the f l r e t tovnehlp moved ee e whole 

(Sunday Poet* 1 4 . 0 1 . 7 9 ) . deny of theee people 

have e l ready moved to Oeizveni and Nqutu* 

where yet another tavnahip l a e a l d to be 

planned* 

I n 1973 Or Anthony Barker Mentioned t h e t 

the re were *3 000 dwel le re i n loened tente . . . 

i n 1963* et riondlo* 

E a r l i e r t h i e year i t wee repor ted t h a t 

res idents at Mondlo owed the KweZulu government 

no lees than R194 000 i n outetanding ra tes 

(ROM, 1 7 . 0 4 . 6 0 ) . 

Rates had been increaeed from 84c to 

R6.40 ( 1 ) a month, but 99£ of roe iden ts 

re fueed to pay t h i e e d d i t i o n e l amount. The 

increase wee said t o be necessary to pay f o r 

piped water f o r eech p l o t and f o r rubbish 

iemovol* 

The increase had caused a l o t 
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b i t t u r n i o a i n th« townahlp and KwaZulu 

PUniater Of tho I n t e r i o r , Or Frank Pldlaloea, 

repor ted ly got A a tomy recept ion t n the 

townahlp whon ha v i s i t e d i n an at tempt to 

break the boycot t . Or Kdleloea d id* of 

course, also f a a t u r a i n a o l o l l a r r o l e 

during and a f t a r tha Hawcaetla-f ladadani* 

Qal iwanl bus boycott of 197S* 

Thia r a f l a c t a tha hazarda of 

a t tempt ing to a a l n t a i n a auppoaadiy popular 

r o l a wi th tha we l l -be ing of * tho paoplav 

r h e t o r i c a l l y uppermost, y h l l a being 

s t r u c t u r a l l y involved In aconoaio aohemae 

( r a t h a r than involvement i n tha obvlouely 

reproduct ive ralaa o f a O a i n i a t r a t i o n , 

educat ion, w e l f a r e and i d e o l o g i c a l c o n t r o l , 

aa w a l l aa repression* An example of elaahaa 

i n tha aphara of reproduct ion * t h a t of 

• d u r a t i o n - i a dlecueeed oleewhere i n t h i a 

iaaua of tflP). I t l a t h l a Involvement In 

aconoaio schemes t h a t br inga KweZulu bantuatan 

e u t h o r l t l e e I n t o d i r a e t c o n f l i c t t i l t h 
v tha paopla f # 

Tha h l t t a r n a a a in tha township wae alao 

r a f l a c t a d i n tha resignat ion of 10 of tha 11 

members of tha r.ondlo tovnehln counc i l * and 

tha formation of a committee, undar tha 

ohairparaonahlp of l o c a l Inkatha l e o d e r , 

Gregory Zulu* Thla committee of raa idanta 

was to take up tha iaaua of tha1 r e f u e a l t o 
• 

pay tha ra taa lncraaaa a f t e r tha * 

res ignat ion of tha townahlp c o u n c i l . 

Paul Nhleno, former 'mayor' of Hondlo* 

and tha paraon d l r a c t l y blaaiad f o r tha rant 

l n c r a a a a , had had six ahota f i r e d at h im, being 

h i t t w i c e . 

i'hlapo aaid in a l a t a r i n t e r v i e w ( S t a r , 

2 0 , 0 8 . 8 0 ) t h a t C a p i t a tha f a c t t h a t Inkatha 

de le ted a membership of 300 000 t h i a was 

i n f l a t a d aa thara were not t h a t many pa id up 

members. Of tha 35 0G0 townohlp r e s i d e n t * 

only about 500 wore 'known and ac t iva membere** 

Kr\lepo a a l d t h a t ha vaa t h i n k i n g of raa lgn lng 

from tha movement, which vaa c e l l e d , i n tha 

a r t i c l e ' t h a lnetrument uaad by Ulundi 

( ' c a p i t a l * of KwmZulu) f o r l o c a l governance'* 

I t wee rapor tad t h a t ahooting had baan 

haard i n tha townahlp l a t a a t n igh t on aavara l 

occaaiona a a r l l a r t h l a year* 

I t i a c l e a r , i f ona looka at tha aourcaa 

of 'own revenue' f o r KwaZulu ( I n othar words, 

noney not racaivad froai tha c a n t r a l govern­

ment) where p o t a n t i a l po in ta of c o n f l i c t 11a* 

This money i a vary important to tha bantuatan 

a u t h o r i t l a a aa I t l a tha only money t h a t 

ojivaa thorn a deqrec of ' independence' from tha 

c a n t r a l a u t h o r i t l a a * 8 u t f on tha othar hand* 

t h i a monay haa t o coma* d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y 

from tha pockata of tha working c lass , from 

wegoe* Thia l a tha caaa baoauaa ao l i t t l a 

product lva a c t i v i t y l a undartakan I n thaaa 

araaa v which would a l low taxaa to ba l a v l a d 

on waalth producad by tha working c laaa but 

a f t a r thay had baan paid t h e i r wagaa* 

I n 1973/74 Juat undar R 9 - m l l l i o n out of 

R 1 1 , 6 - m i l l l o n cana from ' t a x a a and l a v l a a * 

and ' townahipa' ( r a t a a and r a n t a ) * I n 1974/S 

R 1 4 t 3 - m i l l l o n out of R 1 6 . e - m i l l i o n oama from 

thaaa aourcaa* wi th an astronomical r i a a i n 

tha amount from taxaa* 

Aa commentators on t h l a bantuatan hava 

a a l d , 'S ince . * * ovar f o u r - f i f t h e of ravanua 

comes from a f i x a d paraonal tax and from 

housing and hoste l r e n t a l s , I t l a c laar t h a t 

r a l a i n g ravanum from thaaa aourcaa w i l l ba 

p a i n f u l and p o l i t i c a l l y unpopular' - t h i a 

aaama to ba q u i t * an undoretatenent* 

espec ia l l y i f bus farm increases ( i n which 

tha KwaZulu government hava a d l r a c t a t a k a ) 

arm alao takan i n t o account* {See tha 

diacuaalon of tha Fladadeni bua f a r a incraaaaa 

and tha Saahago bua f a r a lncraaaa i n t h l a 

i s s u e ) * 
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Tha houea i n fondle township where a l leged ANC g u e r l l l e e Boyce Hogele 
and Thoame ftngmdl warm ar rested i n poaaaaalon of arma and exp los ives . 


