
Theee o v m u c u l m i n a t e d i n a ba ton charge 

by t h e South A f r i c o n P o l i c e on w o r k e r e and 

t r a d * u n i o n i s t * i n which 24 workere v a r a takan 

t o t h a N a t o l e p r u i t H o s p i t a l f o r t r e e t m e n t * I n 

a t r i a l a f t a r t h a e v e n t s two t r a d e u n i o n i s t s 

were found not g u i l t y o f i n c i t i n g t h a e t r i k e * 

but t h a a e g i e t r e t e i n ons of t h a t r i a l a f o l l o w ­

i n g t h a ba ton charga found t h a t 

Thara i s a l a o av idanca t o ehow t h a t t h a 
c o m p l a i n a n t f i r m was n o t b l a m e l e e e i n t h a 
• a r c h o f e v e n t s , end t h a r a muet ba more 

G O O D N E W S 
VENDA CIVIL SERVANTS!!! 
SALARY INCREMENTS ON| 

INDEPENDENCE DAY! ' 
Tha Cabins! (of Vsnda) has decided to increase, 
tha salaries of officials of the Vends Public 
Service from the date of Independence (13 
September 19*9) with an averags of 15%. This! 
increment, on the one hand is to compensate! 
officials for the great responsibility which they 
will have to carry after independence and on the 
other hsnd this is to make-the young improve in 
education, which Is regarded at one of the 
highest priorities in the development of Vends. 

Examples of whst selsry increment emrxacei for 
certain ranks * /e as follows: 

Secretaries (Hsadof 
Departments R17 400 to R19 200 
Deputy Secretary R16 600 to Ri8 600 
Ch»ef inspector of 
Education and Chief 
Education Ptinner R16 BOO to R1S 000 
Circuit Inspector R15 000 x 600 - Rt8 600 

to R15 600 x 600 - Rt7 400 

Furthermore (alary increments tor Chiefs and 
Headmen have also been approved for the 13 

I
September as follows:* 

3 Chiefs — R1800 

22 Chiefs — R120C 
379 Headmen — R 600 

than a e u e p l c i o n t h e t t h e evoote v a r a i n 
f a c t a n g i n e e r a d by t h a f i r m . I n o r d e r 
to reach a show-down w i t h t h e i r w o r k e r e * 

On F r i d a y , 1 9 t h O c t o b e r , t h e a t a t e reached 

an out o f c o u r t e e t t l e m e n t i n t h a caea brought 

e g o i n e t them b y 19 A f r i c a n w o r k e r e and a w h i t a 

t r a d e u n i o n i a t f o r compeneet lon f o r t h e 

i n j u r i e e r e c e i v e d * Tha a t a t e haa agreed to 

pey out a t o t a l o f R21 3 5 9 , i n c l u d i n g an 

M o u n t of R6 000 t o Ha C h r i a t l n e R o l o k e l e 

whp-*iee l o e t e f f e c t i v e v i e l o n i n one a y e . 

STRIKES in 
SOUTH AFRICA 
IMPLICATIONS FOR tfOftklNG CLA5S STRATEGY* 

THE QUESTION WHICH t h i a p a o e r e t t a m p t s t o 

answer i a whethar t h e r e i a e o * e t h i n g a a e e n t i a l l y 

d i f f a r a n t between a t r i k e e i n ' T h i r d W o r l d ' 

c o u n t r i e s ( i e South A m s r i c e * A f r i c a , M i d d l e 

E a s t . A a i e f l i nor and South Caet A a i a ) and 

t h o e a i n t h a e o - c e l l e d f r i c h * c o u n t r i e s 

( i a N o r t h Amer ica and u e e t e r n E u r o p e ) * Tha 

i m p o r t a n c e of t h e q u e a t i o n i a t h a t a t r a t e g i e a 

of work ing c l a e a a c t i o n depend on t h e answer 

p r o v i d e d * Th ie paper w i l l ahow how e t r i k e 

a c t i o n by t h e w o r k i n g masses i n South A f r i c a 

( a a a ' T h i r d w o r l d ' c o u n t r y ) i » p l i e d a o a r t e i n 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e o b j e c t i v e s o c i a l c o n d i t i o n a 

e t d i f f e r e n t e t a g e s o f South A f r i c a ' s d e v e l o p ­

m e n t . 
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T h i a c o n t r i b u t i o n i s p a r t o f a longer paper 

on e t r i k a e i n South A f r i c a * Tha second p a r t * 

d e a l i n g w i t h t h a 1970a* w i l l appear i n t h e 

n e x t i s s u e of U l P * The p a p e r a t t a m p t s t o 

e x p l a i n and u n d e r a t a n d t h a d i f f e r e n c e 

between e t r i k e a c t i v i t y i n e o - c a l l a d 

• T h i r d W o r l d ' c o u n t r i a a and t h a developed 

c a n t r a a of c a p i t a l i s t power ( w e e t e r n Europe* 

N o r t h Amer ica* e t c ) * I n do ing t h i e , t h e 

argument i s advanced t h e t t h e r e o *e i m p o r t a n t 

f e e t u r e a which d i a t i n g u i a h t h e a t t o n g o r p e r t a 

o f t h a c a p l t e l i e t w o r l d ayetem ( t h a major 

i m p e r i a l i a t powere) f rom t h a waaktjr or 

p e r i p h e r a l c a p i t a l l e t a o c i e t i e a ( t h e ' T h i r d 

W o r l d ' ) • One of t h e a a f a e t u r a e i i t i e 

e u g g e e t e d , i a t h e n a t u r e of t h e e t e t e . which 

i a f a r more r e p r e e a i v e . and i n t e r v e n e s mora 

d i r e c t l y , i n t h e weeker l i n k s o f t h e w o r l d 

c e p i t a l i a t aya tam* 

I n a South A f r i c a n c o n t e x t , t h e paper e l a o 

l o o k s a t a a i t u a t i o n where e l a r g e p a r t o f 

t h e w o r k - f o r c e i e m i g r e n t * and r a t a i n e l l n k a 

w i t h f a m i l y e t r u c t u r e e i n t h e r e e e r v e s / 

b a n t u s t e n e ( o r what t h e r u l i n g c l o s e s c e l l 

' h o m s l e n d s ' ) * The paper shows how t h e 

e n f o r c e d r e t e n t i o n of t h i e m i g r e n t r e l e t i o n a h l p 

a l l o w s *,the c e p i t a l i a t e l s e * t o pay.wages 

which o n l y have t o t a k e account o f t h e 

i n d i v i d u a l w o r k e r * and can i g n o r e h i e 

f a m i l i a a a u b e i e t e n c e needs* I n d o i n g t h i s * 

. t h e paper a x p l o r a a t h a n a t u r e of t h e 

r e l a t i o n s h i p between urban and r u r a l 

p r o d u c t i o n i n South A f r i c a * and t h e way I n 

wh ich t h i a r e l a t i o n s h i p has h i s t o r i c a l l y 

a f f e c t e d t h e w o r k i n g c l a e a . 

- T h a E d i t o r a * 
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I n answering tha queetion posed, th ia 

papa? w i l l a t tha same time i m p l i c i t l y 

c r i t i c i a a two oth«r argumente about tha 

spec i f ic d i f ferencea batwaen e t r l k e a i n 

•Third urorld* and ' r i c h ' count r laa i ona 

argument aaaa th ia d i f fe rence i n terms of 

tha ' immaturi ty* or 'backwardness' of c a p i t a l i s t 

development i n tha *Third Wor ld* , whi le tha 

other aaaa tha d i f fe rence in terme of tha 

co-oxietence of two d i f f a r a n t 'economies* 

( l a a c a p i t a l i s t and a p r a - o a p l t a l l e t 

economy a x i a t i n 9 wi th in ona country) * Tha 

c r i t i c i a a of these argumente impl ies thet 

thay are at f a u l t because they are d u a l i s t i c ; 

they divide tha sociaty in to two i s o l a t e d 

'economic systems' without adequately 

anelysing tha complexity of tha t o t a l system, 

both w i t h i n ths country, and w i t h i n tha 

c a p i t a l i s t world* 

The erQuaent of t h i s paper w i l l therafore 

s t a r t from tha point of view that to understand 

tha uniqueneee of e t r i k a e w i t h i n tha 'Thi rd 

J o r l V , i t i s f i r s t necessary to understand 

tha workinge of tha c a p i t a l i s t eyetam on an 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l sca le . I t w i l l conclude t h a t 

there i s indeed something spec i f i c about 

' Th i rd World' countr iaa - something which 

d i f f a r a n t i a t a a them from ' r i c h 1 count r iaa* 

Thie d i f fe rence l i a s in tha apac i f i c functiona 

of the s t a t e . I n tha 'Thi rd W o r l d ' , tha a t e t e 

constantly Intervenes in tha rest of sociaty 

to a c t i v e l y suppress c o n f l i c t between soc ia l 

groups and classes; whereaa in the ' r i c h 1 , 

h ighly developed c a p i t e l i a t countr ies tha 

major r o l a of tha a t a t e i s to i n a t i t u t i o n a l i s e 

and contain th ia c o n f l i c t rather then a c t i v e l y 

suppressing i t . Ona i n d i c a t i o n of the d i f fe rence 

i s the presence in the ' r i c h 1 countr iaa of 

'economic freedom in the labour market* and 

bourgaoia democratic r i g n t e concarning c i v i l 

l i b e r t y and freedom of a s s o c i a t i o n . C l e a r l y , 

these r i g n t e do not e x i s t i n most ' Th i rd 

World' count r iaa . 

I t is necessary to underetend tha 

s p e c i f i c a l l y repressive ro le of tha a t a t e 

i n 'Th i rd World' countr iee w i t h i n tha context 

of tha production of goode mnc commodities, 

Thia a n t a i l a underetanding tha c a p i t a l i s t 

way of producing commodities, and analyaing 

tha r e l a t i o n s h i p between production and the 

reprassivs s t a t e . Flore a p a c i f i c a l l y , i t 

involves analyaing c a p i t a l i s t production and 

development on an I n t e r n a t i o n a l aoalav and 

underetanding tha way cap i ta l ism develops 

d i f f e r e n t l y and unavanly w i th in apac i f i c 

s o c i e t i e s . Tha apac i f i c natura of tha 'Th i rd 

World* and there fore of 'Thi rd World' e t r l k e a 

can only be graaped and understood w i t h i n tha 

context of tha accumulation of c a p i t a l on a 

world acala ( inc lud ing imper ia l i s t expanalon 

from ' r i c h ' c o u n t r i e s ) * Spac i f io o a p i t a l i e t 

eoclo-aconofflic r s l a t i o n e ( * • labour reprassivs 

lawe, the ebeenca of p o l i t i c a l r ighte for 

workers and, i n some cases, tha growth of 

idaologiaa I l k a raciesO davalopad in auch a 

way aa to make the ' I n l r d World1 d i f f e r i n 

important waye from tha ' r i c h * a o c i a t i a a . Tha 

a t e r t i n g point for any analyaie of the 'Th i rd 

World* a t r i k a l i e s in tha p a r t i c u l a r way in 

which d i r e c t producara ware aaparatad from 

t h e i r land and forcad to work in c a p i t e l i a t 

product ion, Thia form* the h i a t o r i c a l 

o r l g i n a of labour - repfaae ive economies. 

From approximately 1b9« onwards, 

c a p i t a l i s t production {and hence c e p i t a l 

accumulation) on a wofld scala expanded 

r a p i d l y , leading to a r i a l n g ra ta of 

p r o f i t . The o r i g l n a of th ia axpanalon lay 

i n the export of c a p i t a l to tha coloniaa 

by l m p e r l a l i a t count r iaa , and tha e a t t i n g up 

of productive lnduatr iea in those co lon iaa . 

Thia involvad a p a r t i c u l a r form of e x p l o i t a t i o n 

of workera in the e x t r a c t i v a (mainly mining) 

indust r ies of the *Third Wor ld ' * the payment 

of workera in theae indus t r laa only e u f f l c i a n t 

wagaa to cover t h a i r own a u r v i v a l coeta , but 

not those of t h a i r fami ly members who were 

forcad to support thamaalvaa in ' r e s e r v e s ' , 

' n a t i v e l e n d e ' , a t e . Thie waa tha o r i g i n of 

tha migrant labour system wheraby the worker 

waa not t o t a l l y ampmratad from tha land ha 

ownad. While ha worked aa a migrant in tha 

araaa of indust ry , h ie f ami ly remained on 

tha l a n d . Bacauaa the fami ly of tha workar 

waa in theory se l f -suppor t ing through 

peeamnt and subsistence a g r i c u l t u r e , 

low wages could be paid to tha workar which 

only had to cover h ie own phyeical needs, 

and not thoaa of h ie f a m i l y . The a t a t a 

intervened i n a raprasslve fashion to 

mainta in tha migrant labour aystam, 

eepec la l l y whan aubeiatanca production in 

tha ' r e s e r v e s ' , 'homelands* or 'Santuatana' 

became incapable of aupporting tha inhabi tants 

any longer . 

I n tha caee of South A f r i c a , the migrant 

labour ayatam p a r t i c u l a r l y aul tad the naede 

of mining c a p i t a l . I n i t i a l l y , labour waa 

obtelnad from tha e tead i l y col lapsing p r e -

c a p i t e l i a t aconomiea, whara mora and more 

people ware forcad to aka out an axietanca on 

ever—dlminiahing land. By 1902 the point waa 

reached in araee l i k e Pondoland whara many 

people were migrat ing to the mlnae in search 
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i n the countryeide ( i t the supposed a b i l i t y 

of tha worker's fami ly to subsist o f f the 

land on which they l i v e d i n the Reaervea). 

However, by 1930 theae r e l a t i o n s had been 

almoat t o t a l l y undermined* Tha Native Economic 

Commiasion Report for 1930-2 ehowed that 

problems in the Reeervee eteemed froaj over­

popula t ion , overstocking, e o i l eroaicn and 

ignorance on the part of the populat ion of 

modern f a m i n g methods* In 1940 the Lendedowne 

Commission noted both the existence of the 

reaervea to supplement the miner* ' income and 

the increaaed coat of l i v i n g wi th which the 

femi ly w i t h i n the Reaervea had to cope* The 

Conmiaaion alao npted t h a t . 

of work* However, because th la proceaa was 

i t a a l f not happening fea t enough* the State 

stepped i n to coerce people in theae areae 

t o become migrant workers. Examples of t h i s 

type of ac t ion token by the State include the 

in t roduct ion of hut texeo ( 1 9 0 7 ) * and the 

implementation of tha Glen Gray Act (189?}* 

At the same t ime, the i n t e r a a t e of mining 

c a p i t a l were u a e f u l l y served by the eeperet lon 

of workere from t h e i r f a m i l i e s * On the one 

hend mining c a p i t a l needed only t o pey the 

worker enough to cover h ie own needs end not 

the neede of h ia fami ly which was supposed 

to eubeiet o f f the land i t owned in the 

reservooi on the other hend* by forc ing 

workers to re turn p e r i o d i c a l l y to t h e i r 

*home a r e a s ' * mining c a p i t a l i s t s were ebla 

to weaken the st rength of the working claee 

by preventing the c rea t ion of a a t e b l e * 

e e t t l e d work- force* Another form of s t r i c t 

worker contro l wes embodied in the houeing 

of workere i n f o r t r e s s - l i k e compounde* 

I t muet be empheeiood here thet the 

existence of e migrent labour system does 

not mean that here ex ia ts * in add i t ion to 

the c a p i t a l i a t economic oyetsm* a pre— 

c a p i t e l i a t eyetam* On tha cont ra ry , the 

migrent labour eyatem aa i t developed in 

South Afr ioa was and s t i l l i s based on the 

needs of e c s p i t e l i a t eyatem which pervadea 

the e n t i r e aoc la ty* Even when e t r i k e e teke 

place beceuse d e c l i n i n g aubaiatence production 

i n the reaervea places e t r a i n on the resources 

of the urban worker, the s t r i k e s vust bs 

unerstcod as occurring wholly w i t h i n tha 

c a p i t a l i a t economy and not be expleinad i n 

terms of a re la t ionsh ip between a p r e ­

c a p i t a l i s t and c a p i t a l i s t economy* 

This i s in fac t the case in South A f r i c a * 
although not a l l s t r i k e a in the h ia tory of 

South Af r ica can be explained and baaed on 

the migrant labour ayatem*(The growth of 

secondary manufacturing indust ry , g iv ing r i e e 

t o e e t e b l e non—migrant working c l a s s , muet 

be teken i n t o account when enelyeing c e r t e i n 

e t r i k e e ) * The r e p i d dec l ine in aubaiatence 

production in the reserves increaaed oath r u r e l 

impoverishment end urban poverty as there wae 

no correaponding increase in r e a l uagea* This 

resulted in mil itent action by workere* Strike 
ac t ion cen there fore be aaen ee tek ing place 

wi th in the context of the f e i l u r e of oap l ta l iem 

in the reeerve ereee to provide a share of the 

goode necaaaery for the e a t i a f e c t i o n of tha 

subsistence neede of workere and t h e i r f a m i l i e a * 

C o n f l i c t between black workers and mining 

c e p i t a l i a t a reached a peek in 1920 end again 

i n 1946. wi th the Af r icen Hineworkera S t r i k e * 

I t l a to en enelye ie of the l e t t e r event that 

we now tu rn * 

The mining aector haa alwaye been c r u c i a l 

to the South Af r ican economy* Wining r e l i e d 

t o t a l l y on migrent labour* t h i e being due to 

the pecul ier c o a t - a t r u c t u r e of the industry* 

I t e i n a b i l i t y to paae on increeeed coate to 

the consumer, bacauae of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y -

f i x e d pr ice of go ld , and i t e low l e v e l of labour 

product iv i ty ( t h e low degree of mechenieetion 

oft the minee) aeent that eube ten t le l p r o f i t e 

could only be mode by peying mlneworkere as 

l i t t l e es poss ib le . Aa explained above, t h i e 

waa done through providing fa r the workor'e 

i n d i v i d u a l neede, but not thoee of hia f a m i l y . 

In the past th ia had bean ra t iona l i sed by 

the p a r t i c u l a r c a p i t a l i s t r e l a t i o n s establ iahed 

"whereas in the peat 91acke (workers) had 
come to urban areae to a e t l e f y d e f i n i t e 
ehort term f i n e n c l a l needs and had returned 
home ea soon aa they were e a t i a f i e d , thay 
were now re turn ing oontinuouely to the 
minee and only went home for a hol iday 
vieit"* 

Thia was eaid in reference t o migrent workere 

from the 0FS* N a t a l , Zululand and the Tranevaal 

(O'fteere 1 9 7 8 . 6 9 ) , The Commission a lao 

auggeeted that the bulk of the r e c r u i t e from 

the Transkel and C ieke l ( 1 * 40% of tha t o t a l 

labour force in 1936) were landless (O'fteere 

1 9 7 8 . 6 9 ) * 

Further ind icet ione of the repid dec l ine 

in the a b i l i t y of the Reeerve areee to p a r t i a l l y 

meet the subeistence requirements of workers' 

f a m i l i e s are the s e t t l i n g of the urben Af r ican 

populat ion between 1921 and 1946, and the 

r a p i d l y increesing r s t i o of A f r icsn uoain 

to men in the c i t l e e (from under 1:5 in 1921 

t o 1:3 in 1946) (0*floera 19?8t6S) . The exact 

s t a t e of the migrent labour system at tha time 

nee been epec i f iad bacauae a l l the a t r i k e r a i n 



the 1946 s t r i k e were migrants . 

I t l a a p a r t i c u l a r faa ture of South A f r i c a 1 * 

' r a c i a l c a p i t e l i e * ' that lewe which i r « 

d i rec ted s p e c i f i c a l l y ogeinet the working class 

( l a tha laws underlying the whole mlgrent labour 

system of c o n t r o l ) a f f e c t not only workers but 

elao people from other cleaeee who happen to 

be black. I n other words, r e c i e l lews repreee 

a aect ion of the pet ty bourgeoie c lees , i e the 

black petty bourgeoisie ( t r e d e r e v i n t e l l e c t u o l e # 

p r o f e s r i o n e l people e t c ) . Working class s t ra tegy 

from eer ly on i n the f o r t i e e seems to heve 

taken the f o r * of some sort of loose*e l l i ence 

wi th the black pet ty bourgeoiele* from t h i e • 

there seams to have developed a etrategy 

which en ta i l ed the t o t a l a b o l i t i o n of tha way 

in which c a p i t a l wee accumulated in South 

A f r i o e t rather then a mere e t ruggle to adjuat 

wegeo. 

This I s indiceted by the fac t that the 

A f r i c e n Kino Uorkers Union ( A M U U ) wee 

eatebl lehed i n conjunct ion wi th the ANC and 

the Communist P a r t y . One there fore had the 

involvement of people in working-clsss ect ion 

who were unconnected wi th the work s i t u a t i o n , 

and who organieed workera to demand concessions 

hot d i r e c t l y r e l a t e d to the place of work, 

fleletlvely be t te r o f f workere also easociated 

themcolvee wi th .the AHwU. *Ths Nat ive n ine 

Gierke Associat ion a f f i l i e t e d to the A." jU whan 

they were excluded by the Chamber (o f ffinoe) 

from the a ta tutory cost of l i v i n g allowance 

payable to a l l i n d u a t r i a l employees" (0*Meore 

19?Qt6S)# 

An e x p l i c i t I n d i c a t i o n of the strategy i s 

sssn i n the February 1943 Afiyu demande f r o * e 

government commissions in add i t ion to breed 

end but ter issues f thsy cs l l ed for sn end to 

migrant labour end the compound eyetem (O'fleera 

1976168) . N a t u r a l l y theee demende were by end 

le rge not met. fctavertholeeo, they Implied the * 

meklngs of s p a r t i c u l a r e t ra tegy which 

confronted the eyetem not only on breed and 

b u t t e r iesues but s lso st i t s foundations the * 

migrant labour system. 

There ssemed to be developing emonget 

workere the growing r e e l l e a t i o n that t h e i r 

i n t e r e s t . «• workere could beet be eerved In 

en a l l i a n c e w i t h elmmonte of the block pet ty 

bourgeo ia ie . Given the barrage of l a g i a l a t l o n , 

which oppreaeed workere doubly - aa workere ; 

and ea blacke - and alao d iscr iminated egainet 

the black petty bourgeoie ie t i t was i n e v i t a b l e 

t h a t e t toes or other t ime both workere end 

pet ty bourgeoisie would e l l y thsmsslvee in e 

common cauee. The l a t t e r were making l i t t l e , 

i f eny f headway by at tempt ing to work w i t h i n 

the eyetesj to exact reforme which could co-opt 

them, flora than anything a l e e , they lacked a 

N e e baas, 

Thm 1946 mineworkere e t r l k e wae not 

eimply a mirror of the general e t a t e of the 

lebour movement dur ing t h i e p e r i o d . Owe to 

the expansion of h i t h e r t o smel l -ece le secondery 

industry (e e p e c i f i o fac tor which d i f f e r e n t i e t e a 

South Af r ica from many other 'Thi rd Morld* 

s o c l s t i e e ) there wae k* r l e l n g t i d e in 

working close e c t i v i t y which reached a peek in 

1945 when the Confederat ion of Non—European 

Trede Unlona (CNCTU) claimed a membership of 

158,000 in 119 unions (O'Fleoro 1978 i65 ) . During 

the wer years (1939 -45 ) the et rength of the 

e e t t l e d urban working claee Involved meinly in 

eecondary industry increased markedly} t h i s 

wes due to the importence for cep l te l ism snd 

the etate of the smooth cont inuat ion of 
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production as part of the wer o f f f t r t . The 

r e l a t i v e laok of unemployment becauae of the 

rap id growth in t h i a secondery sector added to 

the etrength of the working c l a s s . ( I n a p e r i o d + 

of low unemployment the working close hee f a r ' 

more bargaining power), f o r theee remaone - j 

the e t e t e took no b l e t e n t l y r e p r e e i l v e j 

meaauree against tha labour force involved 

i n eecondary i n d u s t r y . At the eeme time i t 

l e equal ly important to bear in mind that there 

wee no attempt mede to co-opt t h i e lebour 

foree by i n s t i t u t i o n a l i s i n g c o n f l i c t (eg 

through the recogni t ion of t rede union • * * 

r igh ts* c o l l e c t i v e bargaining processes, 

etat*>-run c o n c i l i e t l o n aechanlema, e t c ) . 

I t would be too simple to argue that * 

the s ta te 's reeponee t o the c r l e i e which the 

mlgrent labour eyetem raced, wae merely mora 

end more neked repreee ion. I t d i d , of course, 

eppeer to be t h i e . However* under ly ing t h i e 

eppearence wee e for more eubtlm edjuetmenfe 

of the mlgrent labour eyetem. The.lmmediete 

neede of cap i te l iem i n the p o e t - m r period 

centred around the contro l o f 1 the unemployed 

eect lon of the working c lass , and the . 

d i s t r i b u t i o n end e l l o c s t l o n of labour between 

the three eectore of mining, e g r l o u l t u r e and 

manufacturing (secondery i n d u s t r y ) . The e t e t e 

eet up apparertueee, iuch as the labour 

bureeu system, to a l l o c a t e lebour on a more 

e f f i c i e n t baeia between the three major sectors 

of the cconomyy 

Given the r i s i n g t i d e of unemployment 

during t h i e poet war period (end t h i e must 

be e l t u a t e d w i t h i n the general poet^wer 

degression), t h i e e t a t e uoed t h i s labour 

a l l o c a t i o n eyetem to ensure s t r i c t e r c o n t r o l 

of the unemployed f r e c t i o n of the working c leec* 
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Tha r a l a t i v a l y waakanad pos i t ion which tha 

dominated claaaaa found thamaalvaa in bacauaa 

Of high un«rgloynent alao •HBblod tha a t a t a 

to act dac la iva ly in tha i n t a r a a t a of c a p i t a l 

i n ganara l f and amaah any t h r a a t f r o * 

organiaad raa ia tanca* That such organiaad 

raaiatanca waa ahouing incraaaing mi l i tancy 

waa f a a t becoming av ldan t . 

Af ter 1948 tha trend toward a an opposi t ion 

f ront embracing a broad m u l t i - r a c i a l nat ional lem 

waa r e a l i a e d * Tha black pat ty bourgeoisie woe 

aubjact to tha r a a t r i c t i o n a of repressive race 

in**, whi le oondit iona for black workara were 

worsening} th i a waa tha baaia for an a l l i a n c a 

between than, Tha oonaidaxabla dengere 

fac ing trada union leaderohlp* tha dac l ina of 

puEBly working c laaa organlaat iona wi th t h a 

r a a u l t a n t dacraaaa i n tha mobi l iea t ion of 

workara, togathar wi th tha f u t i l i t y of tha 

cons t i tu t iona l protest a t ra tagy purauad by 

tha AkC lad t o tha l a t t a r baing treneformed 

i n t o a M a a n a t i o n a l i a t movement* working 

claaa dlacontant waa inoraaalngly channalad 

in to tha ANC* and prominent trada unioniata 

moved i n t o important ANC laadarahlp poe i t lono . 

Communists Jolnad tha ANC, and m i l i t a n t 

Congress Youth Uaaguaf which waa locked in 

a t ruggla againat tha o ld guard* playad an 

important r o l a in tranaforming t h a AHC I n t o 

a maae-baemd organ isa t ion . Tha atratagy waa 

c l a a r l y one of popular raa ia tanca* which was 

a raaponaa to both tha repressive r o l a of 

tha s t a t e * and tha economic condit lona of 

South A f r i c a a t that t ime . 

I n raaponaa to tha mi l i tancy of working 

c laaa act ion i n tha l a t a 1940e# tha a t a t a 

acted to amaah tha pouar of tha workara and 

of tha n a t i o n a l l i b a r a t i o n awvement repraaantad 

by tha Congraaa A l l i a n c a * In i960 tha Communiet 

Party waa bannodt 1953 aaw tha Motive Labour 

Act aat up worka committees, t h i a baing par t 

of a atratagy aimad a t continuad non-recognit ion 

of black trada uniona and tha ancouragamant 

of tha committees aa a auba t i tu ta for unionai 

i n f l u x contro l waa t ightanad up* aapac ia l l y 

in Capa Town during 1950* 

By 1954 tha r a f u a a l of tha a t a t a to 

l e g a l l y racogniaa tha Af r ican t rada uniona 

drova tha mora m i l i t a n t onaa to p o l i t i c a l act ion 

In tha aama yaar tha South A f r i c a n Congraaa of 

Trada Uniona (SACTU) waa formad aa tha t rada 

union wing of tha Congraaa A l l i a n c a . Tha l a t t a r 

waa i n fac t tak ing tha land in u t i l i s i n g 

working paopla'a griavancaa aa par t of an 

o v e r a l l a t ratagy of popular res is tance* Thia 

doaa not maan t h a t no factary-baeed ac t ion 

took placa* but r a t h a r t h a t i t did not 

pradominata* Tor axampla* tha food and 

Canning Workara Union* a SACTU a f f i l i a t a , 

combined p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t y wi th shop-f loor 

organlaat ion and mat i n i t i a l l y wi th a 

remarkable amount of success. However, by 

19S9 rapraaaiva a c t i o n by tha a t a t a and 

employers had undarminad tha a f f a c t i v a 

organlaat ion of t h i a union. 

Tha SACTU a t ra tagy haa coma in for sons 

o r i t i c i a m * Ona of two assumptions undar l ia * 

thaaa c r i t l c i a m a i f i r s t l y , that i f tha working 

claaa antar in to an a l l i a n o a wi th any othar 

claaa (ag tha pet ty bourgeo is ie ) , i t w i l l 

i n a v i t a b l y ba aold down tha r i v e r and thara fora 

haa nothing to ga in from auch an a l l i a n c a i 

a l t a r n a t l v a l y * i f tha working claaa i a in a 

vary waaR poa i t ion and uni taa wi th anothar 

oppraaaad* non-working claaa croup, i t muat 

only do ao on i t a own taraa t o avoid baing 

aold down tha r i v e r * At tha aama time* i t muat 

concantrata i t a act iona at tha point of 

production ao aa to bui ld up and conaol ldata 

I t a otrength bafora tak ing on broadar 

o t rugg lee . Thaaa aaaumptiona undar l ia eoae 

of tha o r i t i c i a m a which hava baan l a v a l l a d 

againat tha SACTU poa i t ion that thara could 

ba no f i g h t for highar wagaa without a f i g h t 

f o r n a t i o n a l l i b a r a t i o n . 

Uebeter* for axampla* arguaa t h a t t h i a 

a t ra tagy lad to tha t rada union atruggla 

baing aubordinatad to tha nat iona l l i b a r a t i o n 

a t rugg la * workar anargiaa wara cont inua l ly 

d ivar tad in to p o l i t i c a l l y - e a s e d atay away 

campaigna. Thia* ha aaya* i a what happanad 

i n 1956 whan tha a a a a n t i a l l y workar-baaad 

alogan of *a pound a day* waa takan ovar and 

and turned i n t o tha • fake* alogan of ' tha 

Nate muat go** According to Webster* members 

wara aignad up for SACTU a f t a r 1958 without 

baing proparly organised! when tha uniona 

f a i l a d to improva m a t e r i a l condi t ions , 

aupport f a l l away* Uabatar concludaa t h a t 

SACTU " f a i l a d to locate tha atruggla on tha 

b a t t l a ground whara workara could aa tab l i ah 

v i a b l a intarmadlary l n a t i t u t l o n a to win tha 

confidanca to taka on widar atrugglaa* (Uabatar. 

1 9 7 9 H 3 ) . 

I t would ba ovaraimpla to ragard t h i a 

c r l t i q u a of SACTU'e atratagy in tha 1950a 

aa tha f i n a l statement. Thia i a tha caaa* avan 

i f tha c r i t i q u e l a v a l i d . What ona haa to taka 

in to account whan eubject ing a atratagy t o 

c r i t i c i s m * ara tha aoc la l condit ions at tha 

' t ime* which wara both indapandant of* and gava 

r i a a to* tha p a r t i c u l a r atratagy adoptad. 

^abater i a awara of tha naad to locate SACTU 

w i t h i n i t a h l a t o r i c a l context ! 



"faced u i t h . . » d # t a r i a r o t i n Q cond i t ion* , 
black ' j ' j r K i n rsapondad through a 
groundawsll of popular raa istanca such 
as bua boycot ts , and SACTU had to chooss 
a i t h a r to l a t t h i a wavm of opposit ion 
sweap paat thsm or raapond p o s i t i v e l y by 
t r y i n g to d l r a c t I t I n t o a mora v lab la 
and auatalnad oppoal t ion* Mot a u r p r l a l n g l y 
thay choaa to t r y and captura l t # but 
lacking any adaquata organ isa t iona l baaa 
thay vara forcad t o uaa the l i m i t s d t a c t i c 
of tha atay~avay - a t a c t i c aa ws hsve 
• • a n , that l a moat a f f a c t i v a whan soma 
f o r * of factory prganiaat lon ax ia tad" 
(Wabatar 1979t13)« 

Wa can concluda that tha 19SQa and aar ly 

1960a aaw tha davalop^ant of an incraaa ingly 

v i o l a n t f o r * of -atata rapraaaion of working 

claaa a c t i v i t y * and a r a f u a a l to i n a t l t u t i o n -

a l i a a c o n f l i c t i n any way by grant ing l aga l 

racogni t lon to tha t rada union movaasnt. 

Working claaa a t r i k a a c t i v i t y aoon bacana 

Incorporated I n t o a bfoadar a t ra tagy aimad 

p r i m a r i l y a t tha l l b a f a t l o n of tha popular 

maaasa. By tha 1960a tha atata had 
.auccaaafully.cruahad tha labour movamant. 

PART I I OF THIS ARTICLE, DEALING WITH THE 

1970a, WILL APPEAR IN THE NEXT ISSUE OF WIP. 
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THE TREASON 
TRIAL 
FOR THE f l r a t t ima in naarly two dscadaa, 

th« charga of High Traaaon haa baan l a v a l l a d 

aaa inat a group of accuaad in South A f r i c a . 

Batwaarr 19S6 and 1 9 6 1 , loading mambara of 

tha Congraaa A l l l anca (compriaing tha Af r ican 

Nat iona l Congraaa, Congraaa of Daaocrata, 

South Af r ican Congraaa of Tradm Unlona, 

Indian Congraaa and South Af r ican Colourad 

Paoplaa' Organisat ion) atood t r i a l i n 

P r a t o r i a , chargad w i t h t raaaon . 8ut 

aubaaquant to t h a i r a c q u i t t a l , tha a t a t a 

prafarrad t o charga I t a p o l i t i c a l opponanta 

undar tha ao -ca l l ad sabotaga, Tarroriam 

or Suppraaaion of Communism ( I n t a r n m l 

Sacur i ty ) Acta. A mhanga in t h i » pmttarn 

waa notlcad whan 11 Sowato atudanta warm 

chargad wi th s s d i t i o n I n tha racant ly 

concludad Ksmpton Park t r i a l . Subaaquant to 

thaa baing found g u i l t y on that charga, 12 

man wara chargad wi th tha mora aorioua offanca 

of high traaaon I n P imtarmar i t iburg . Tha 12 

accuaad in th la treason t r i a l a l l faca a main 

charga of t raaaon , wi th 43 a l t a r n a t i v a counta 

framtd undar tha Tarror iam Act , and fur thar 

chargaa of conspiracy to commit murdar. 

Tha a t a t a haa act out a aar laa of acta 

mllmgmdly c o m l t t a d by aach of tha aocuamd, 

which i t olmima randara thmm g u i l t y of tha 

chargaa. A l l of tha aecuaad ara a l lagad t o 

hava baan act ing i n conaplracy w i t h tha 

bannmd Af r ican Nat iona l Congraaa (AHC)« 

Thm acta a l lagad agminat tha accuaad ara 

aa fol lowst 

accuaad numbat 1i John flofokang Sakata ( 2 4 ) * 

a ) , Batwaan ftovambar 19?6 and Auguat 1976, ha 

undarwmnt m i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g I n Angola, Rusala 

and Eaat Garmany* 

b ) . Satwaan Novaabar 1976 and Novmmbar 1978, 

ha had accaaa to and contro l ovar a aacha of 

arms, • •munit ion and mvploalvma naar W l t k l a l g a t 

Bophuthmtswanm. 

c ) . Batwaan July and ftovambar 1976 tha accuaad, 

togatftor wi th o thara , undartook a mlaalon to 

raconnoitra tha Tranavaal and BophuthaTswana. 

Ha c a r r i a d arma in Bophuthatawana, and on 

Auguat l a t 1978 ha aogagad mambara of tha 

South Af r ican Police and ths Bophuthatawana 

Homa Guard i n armad c o n f l i c t , 

d ) . During Novambar 1978, a t Phokmng in 

Bophuthatawana, Sakata attamptmd to r a c r u i t 


