These events culminated in s baton charge
by the South Africen Police on workars and
trade unionists in which 24 workers wers taken
to ths Natalspryit Hospital for trastment. In
s triesl after the evehts two trade unionists
wore Found not guilty of inciting the strike,
but the magistrats in one of the trisls follow-
ing the beton charge found that

There is algo evidence to show that the
cosplainant firm was not blameless In the
march of esyents, and thara muat be morse

GOOD NEWS
VENDA CIVIL SERVANTS!!!

SALARY INCREMENTS ON
INDEPENDENCE DAY!

Sgrvica from the date of Independance (13
Septembar 1979) with an average of 15%. This
ingrement, on the one hand is lo compensate
olficials for the great responsibility which they
will have to carry giter independence and an the
other hand this is to make the young improve in
education, which ks regarded as ona ol the
highest priorities in the development of Venda.

Examples of what salary incrament embraces for
cartain ranks dra as follows:

Secrataries (Haad al
Departments
Deputy Secratary
Chiefl Inspeciar of
Education and Chiel
Educatlion Plannar
Cercuit Inspacior

R1T 400 to R19 200
R16 800 to R18 600

R16 800 w A18 Q00
A1S 000 = 500 — A1E A0J

bo A15 BOO x BOO — R1T 400

Furthermore salary increments for Chiefs ang
Headmen have also been approved for the 12
Seplember 88 followa: -

A3 Chiefa

22 Chinls
379 Headmen

then a suspicion that the svenkts were In
fact englinesred by the firm. In ordet
to ceach & ehow—-down with thelr workears.

On Friday; 19th October, the state reachasd
an gut of court ssttlement in the case brought
soaingt them By 19 AFfclcan workers and & whilks
trade unionist for compensation for the
injyries received:. The state has agreed to
pay out a totel of R2Y 358, including an
amoynt of RE D00 ta Ms Christine Moloksls
who-has lost affective vision in ona mym.

oIRIKES in
o0UTH AFRICA

IMPLICATIONS FOR WORKRING CLASS STRATEGY,

THE QUESTION WHICH this paper attempts to
anawar is whethar there is something essentially
difterent between strikes in *Third wWorld'
gountries (le South America, Africa, Middle
East, Asis Minor and South East Asia) and

those in the so-called "rich' countries

{is North Americs and Western Europe). The
importance of the guestion ia that strategies
of working cless action depend on the snswer
pravided, This paper will show how atrike
action by the working masses in South Africa

{(a® a '"Third world' country) implied a certain
understanding of the objective soclal conditisns
at different stages of South Africa's develop=

mENt,

page 34

This contribution is part of a longer paper
on strikeas in South Africa., The sscond part,
dealing with the 1970a, will appear in the
next lessus of WIP, The paper sttespts Ep
gaplain and understand the diffecsnce

batwesn strike acklulty in so—called

'"Third wWorld' countries and the devaloped
centres of cepitalist power (Western Europs,
North America, stc). In dolng this, the
afgumant L1s advanced that there ake loportant
Features which distinguish the stronger parts
of the capitalist world system {thg ma jor
imperislist powsrs) from the weaker or
peripheral capitalist societies (the 'Third
World"'). One of these features, it is
suggested, is the nature of the state, which
is far more repressive, and interygnes more
directly, Ln the weaker links of the world
capitalist system,

In a South African context, the paper alao
looks at a situation where a large part of
the work-force ks migramt, and retaine links
with family structures in the fessrven’
bantustans (or what the ruling classes call
'homelanda'). The paper shows how tha
enfarced retention of this migrant relstionship
atlows the capitalist class to pay Wages
which only have to take account of the
individual workef, and can ignore his
femiliss subsiatence needs, In doing this,
the paper explorea the nature of tha
relationahlip betwsen urban and rural
production in South Africe, and the way in
which this relationship has historically
affq:tl? the working classa,

=The Editors,




In enswering the guestion posed; this
paper will at the game time implicitly
griticles two other arguments about the
specific differences between strikes In
"Third vworld" send 'riech' countries: one
argumant sees this difference In tecms of
the "immaturity' or "backwardness' of capitalist
devalopment in the 'Third World", while the
other sees the difference Iin termes of Ehe
co=axistence of two different "sconomies’

(ie a capitalist and & pre-capitalist

economy existing within one country). Tha
eriticiem of these argumsesnts implies that
thay are st fault because thay are dualistic:
they divide the soclety into two isclated
'sconomic systems' without adeguately
anslysing the complexity of the total system,
both within the countty, and within the
capitalist world,

Tha argument of this paper will therefors
start from the point of view that to underatand
the uniquaness of strikes within the *"Third

world', it is first necessary to underatand
the workings of the capitallst syatem on an
international scale. It will conclude that
there is indesd something specific about

"Third World' countries = something which
dgifferentiates them frem "rich' countriss,

This difference lies in the specifle functions
of the state, Inm the "Third World', the state
canstantly intarvenss in the rest of society

to actively suppress confliet betwesn msoelal
nroups and classea; wherees In the "rich',
highly devaloped capitalist countries the

ma lor role of the atate is to institutionalise
and contain this conflict rather than actively
suppressing it.: One indication of tha diffarence

is the presence inm the 'rich' countries of

"gconomic freedom in the labour market' and
bourgeols democratic righta concerning civil
libecty and fresdom of msssocciabtion, Clearly,
thess rights do not exlst in most "Third
World" countries,

It is necessary to understand the
specifically repressive role of the state
in "Third World' countries within the context
of the production of goods and commodities.
This entails understanding the capitalist
way of producing commgdities, and analysing
the relationship between production and the
repressive state. More specifically, it
involves analysing capltalist preoductlon and
development on an international scale, and
understanding the way capitalism develops
differently and unevenly within specific
soclietiess The specific nature of the "Third
World" and therefere of 'Third world' strikes
can only be grasped and underatood within the
context of the sccumulation of capital on a
world scale {including imperislist sxpansion
from "rich' gountries). Specific capitalist
socio=aconomie relations (ie labour represasive
laws, the asbsance of pollitical rights for
workers and, In soms cases, the growth of
ideclogies like racisw) developed in such a
way as to maka the "Third World' differ in
important ways from the "rich' societims. The
starting point fFor any analysis of the '"Third
World® atrike lies in the particular way in
which direcl producers wers separated from
their land and forced to work in capitalist
production, This forms the historical
arigine af labsur-rapressive sconomlee,

From approximately 16594 gnwarda,
capitalist production (and hence capital
accumulation) on & world scele expanded
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rapidly, leading to a rising rete of

profit., The arigine of this expansion lay

in the export of capltasl to the colonies

by imparimlist countries; and the sstting up
of productive industries in those colonies.
This involved a pearticular form of exploitation
of workers in the extractive (mainly mining)
industries of the 'Third World": the payment
of workers in these industriss only sufficisnt
wages to ocover thelr own survival costa, but
not those of their family members who were
forced to support themselves in 'resscves',
"Tnative lands'; ate,; This was the origin of
the migrant labour system whereby ths workasr
waa not totelly ssparated from the land ha
pwned, While he «@orked as a migrant in Etha
areas of industry,; his Temily remained on

the land, Because the family of the worker

was in theory self-supporting through

peasant and subsistence agriculture,

low wages could be pald to the worker which
only had to cover his own physical needs,

and not those of his family., The atate
intervened in a repressive Fashion to

mailntaln the migrant labour system;

itpiﬁl{llr when subsistence production in

the "reserves'; "homelands' or 'Bantustans'
became incepable of supporting the inhabltants
any lonAgar.

In the cese of South Africe, the migcant
labour system particularly sulted ths neesds
of mining capital, Inltially, labour was
pbtalned from the stesdily collapsing pre-
capitalist sconcmies, whers more and mars
pecple werm Forced to seke out an existence on
.u-r-dlmanilhing land, By 1902 the polnt was
reached in areas like Fondolend whace many

pacple were migrating to the mlnes Ln search




of work, However, because thla process waa
itself not happening fast enough, thes Statm
stepped in Eo coerce people Iin thess areas

to becoms migrant workers, Exsmsples of this
typa of action taken by the State include the
introduction of hut taxes (1907), and the
implemsentation of the Glen Gray Act (1B897).

At the same tise, the interests of mining
capltal were uasfully served by the asparetion
of workers from thelr Families.; On the one
hand mining capital nesded anly to pay the
worker snough to cover his own needs and not
the nesds of his family which was suppossd
to subsist off the land 1t owned in the
reservesj on the other hand, by Forcing
workers to return periodicelly ko thair
"homs arsas’; mining capltalists wers able
to weaken the strength of the working class
by preventing the creation of a stable,
gettled work-rforce, Another form of strict
worker control wes embodied in the housing
of workars in fortress-liks compounds.

It must be emphasiesd here that the
axisteance of a migrant labour ayaltem does
not mean that here exists, in addltion tao
the capitalist ecomomic aystem, a pre=
capitalist aystem, On the conkrary, the
migrant labour system as it developed in
South Africa was and atill is based on the
needs of a caplteliast system which pervades
the sntire society. Even whan strikes take
place because declining subsistence production
in the reserves places straln on the rescurces
of the urban worker, the strikes must be
uneratood as occurring wholly withim the
caplitalist sconomy and not be explained in
terma of a relationship betwesn a pre=
capitalist and capitalist econoay.

This is in Fact the case Iin South Africa,
although not all strikes In the hiatory of

5outh Africa can be explained and based an

the migrant labour system.(The growth of
sacondary manufacturing industry, giving risa
to & stable non-migrant working clase, must

be takean inkto sccount whean analysing cartain
strikas). The rapid decline in subsistence
production In the reserves incressed both rural
impoverishment and urban poverty as there was
ng cotresponding increase in real wageas, This
resulted in militant action by workers. Strike
action can therefore be sesn as taking place
within the context of the fallure of capitalism
in the ressrve areas to provide a share of tha
goods necessary for the satisfaction of the
subsistance needs of workere and their Familise.
Confllct between black workers and minlng
capitalists reached a peak in 1520 and agein

in 1946; with the African Hineworkers Strike,
It 15 to an analysis of tha latter svent that

wE now turn.

The mining sector has alway® besn crucial
to the South African sconomys Mining relied
totally on migrent labowr, this being due to
thea peculiar cost-structure of the industry,
Ita inabllity to pass on increased coste to
the consumer, because aof the intermationally=
fixed price of gold, and its low level of labour
productivity (the low degres of mechanisation
ofi the mines) meant that substantisl profits
could only be made by paylng mimeworkers as
1ittle a8 possible. As explained above, this
was done through providing For the worker's
individusl nesds,; but not thoss of his Family.

In tha past this had besn rationalfaed by
the particular capitalist relations established
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in the countryside {ie the supposed ability
of the worker's Family to subsist off the
land on which thay lived in the fAeserves).
However, by 1330 thess relations had been
slmost totally undermined, The Native Economic
Cammisaion Aeport for 1930=2 showed that .
problema in the Aessrves stesamed From over=
population; overstocking, scll erosien and
ignorence on the pact of the population of
modarn farming mathoda. In 1940 the Landedownm
Comeission noted bokth the existence of thae
reserves to supplemant tha miners' income and
the increased coat of living with which the
family withinm the Aeserves had to copes The
Commission also noted thats
"whersas In the past Blecks (workers) had
come to urban aresas to sabtiafy definlte
short term Financiali nesdd and fhad redfurned
hose as soon as they were satisfisd, they
wars now raturning continuocusly to the

mines and anly waent home For & holidey
visglt¥,

This was said in refersnce to sigrant workers
from the OFS, Natsl, Zululand and the Tranevasl
(0'"Meara 1978:569), The Commiseion also
suggested that the bulk of the recrults from
the Transkel and Ciskel (ie 40% of the total
labour force in 1936) were landlsss (D'Meara
1878169 ).

Further indications of the rapid decline
in the ability of the Aeserve arsas to partially
meet the subsistence regquirements of workers'
familias ara the settling of the urban African
population betwaen 1921 and 1945, and thae
rapidly ingcressing ratio of Africen woman
toa men in the cities (from under 1:5 in 1921
to 1:3 in 1946) (0"Meara 1978;85): The axact
state of the migranpt labour system st tha time
has beaen apescified becauss mll the atrikers in




the 1946 strike weres migrants, I

It is & particular feature of South Africa's
"racisl capitalism' that laws which are
dirscted specifically against the working claas
({ie the laws undarlying the whole migrant labour
system of control) affect not only workers but
also pecple From other classss who happen to
b hi::k. In ather words, raclial llul'reprlii
a sgction of the petty bourgesois class, ls Ehe
black petty bourgeoisis (traders, intellectuals,
professional people ate), Working class strategy
from early on in the forties sesms to have
taken the Form of some sort of loocse mllliance
with the black petty bourgeoisie, From thia
thare seems to have developed & strategy
which entailed the total abolition of the way
in which capital was sccumulated in South
rfrica, rather than a mers struggle to adjust
unq.i.

This Is indicated by the Fact that the
African Mine Workers Union (AMWU) was
established in conjunction with the ANC and
the Cesmuniat Party, One tharefore had kthe
invalvement of people in working-class action
who wars unconnected with the work situation,
and who organised workers to demand concessicnas
not directly related to the place of work,
Aelatively better off workers also associated
themeslves with the AMWU, "The Native Mine
Clerks Assoclation affiliated te the AldU when
they were excluded by the Chamber (of Sines)
from the statutory cost of living allowance
payable to all industrial esployees™ [(0"Mesrs
197685 68),

An explieit indication of the strategy Ls
ggen in the February 1943 AMUU demands from a
in sddition to bread
they called for an eand to

governesnt coamlsalon:

and butter lssuss,

|

migrant labour and the compound systes (0"Masra
1978:66). Naturally these desanda wers by and
large not met. Nevertheless, thay implisd tha
makings of a pearticulalb strategy which
confronted the system not only on bread and
butter issuss but ales at fts Foundatlion: the
migrant labour asystam,

There sesmed to be developing amongst
workars the growlng realisation that thelr
interests as workers could bast bs served In
an alliance with slements of the black petty
bourgeoisies, Given the barrage ur-llﬂlllltiﬂn
which oppressed workers doubly - as workers
and as blacks = and aleso discriminated sgainst
the black pestty bourgecisis, it was inevitablas
that at soma of other time both workers and
patty bourgeolsis would ally themsslves in a
common cause, The latter wers making little,
if any, hesdway by attempting to work within
the system to sxact reforms which could tn-qu
them, More than anything sles, thay lacked a
mass bmas,

The 1946 minsworkers strike was not
simply & mirror of the gensral state of the
labour movement during thies period, Dume to
tha sxpansion of hitherto small-scale secondary
induatry (m specific factor which differentistes
South Africa from many ‘other '"Thifg uWorld!
socistims) thers was-p rising tide in
uﬁrhlnq class activity which resachsd & pesak in
1945 whan the Confaderation of Non-Europsan
Trade Unions (CNETU) claimed a membership of
158,000 in 119 unions (0'Meara 1978:65), During
the war years (1939=a45) the strangth of the
settied urban working class fnvolved mainly in
eecondary Industry increased markaedly; this
was dup to the lsportance For capitalism and
the state of thea smooth cofntinuation of
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production as part of the war affart. The
relative lack of unesploymssnt becauss of tha
repid growth in this secondary ssctor added ta
the strength of the working class, (in a period’
of low unemployment the working class has far
more bargaining power). For thess reasons

the state took no blatantly repressive

measures against the labour forcs involved

in secondary industry. At the same tims 1t

‘is sgqually important to bear in mind that thers

was no attempt made to co—opt this labour
force by institutionalising conflict (eg
through the recognition of trade union °
rights, collective bargaining processas,
state-run concilistion mechanisms, atc),

It would be too simple to srgue that
the state's response to the crisis which the
migrant labour lfl;ll faced, was sersly more
and mors naked reprassion, It did, of course,
appaar to be this, Howsver, underlylng thls
appsarance was & far mors subtle adjustsent
of the mlgrant labour systesm, The lesmssdiate
needs of capitalism in the post-war pariocd
centred around the control of "the Unemploysd
section of the working clesss, and the .
distribution and sllocation of labour betwaan
the thress sectors of mining, agrieulture and
manufacturing (secondery industry). The stats
st up apparstuses,; such as ths labour
bursau systesm, to amllocats labour on a mors
afflclent basle betwsen the thres major ssctors
of the sconompy

Given the riaing tide oaf wnemploymant
during this post war paricd (and this must
be sltuated within the gensral post=war
deprassion), this state used this labour
allocation system to eneaure mtricter control
af the unemployed Fraction of the working class,




The relatively weakened position whiech the
doninated classes found themsslves in because
aof high unemployment also snabled the state
to mct decisivaly in the interssts of capitel
in genarsl, and smash any thrsat from
organised resistance. That such organised
resintance was sahowlng increasing militancy
was fast becosing evident,

Aftgr 1948 tha trend towards an opposition
front smbracing a& broad multi-racial rationalism
was tealised, The black pestty bourgeoisis wows
sub ject to the restrictions of repressive rcace
laws; whils conditiona for black workers wara
worssnings this was the basis for an alliance
batween thams The conslderable dengers
facing trade union leadership, the declina aof
puraly werking clssa organisations with the
rosultant decrease in the moblilisation of
workers, tooethsr with the futility of the
gonastitutional protest strategy pursued by
tha ANC led to the latter being trensformed
into a msase nationalist movemsnt, Working .
glass discontent was Lnorsaslngly channelsd
into thHe ANC, snd prominent trads unionists
moved Into Llmportent ANC leadsrship positions,

Communists joined the ANC, and militant
Congress Youth League, which was locked in
atruggle agalnst the old guard; played an
important role in transforming the ANC 1nto
2 mass=based organisatlion, The strategy was
glaarly ones of popular resistance, which was
a rasponse to both the represaive cole of
the state, and ths economic conditions of
South Africa at that time,

In response to the millitancy of workling
class action in the late 1940s,; the state
actad to amash the power of bhe warkers and
of the national libaration movement represented

by the Congress Allience, In 1950 the Communiast
Party was bannedj 1553 saw the Native Labour
Act met up works commalttass, thie beaing part
of a strategy eimed at centinued nen=recognition
of black trade wunlona and ths encouragement
of the comaittess as s substitute for unionsj
Lnflux control wae tightensd up,; especially
in Cepe Town during 1950, )

By 1954 the refusal of the state to
legally recognise the African trade unions

drove the more mllitant ones to political actie
In the same ysar the South Africam Congress of
Trade Unions (SACTU) was formed ms thes trade
union wing of the Congress Alliance. The latter
was in Fact taking the lead in ukilising
working peopla's griewances as part of an
overall strategy of popular resistance, This
doas not mean that no factory=based action

took place; but cather that 1t did not

pradominate, For example, the Food and
Canning Workers Union, a SACTU affiliate,
combined political activity with shop-=floor
prganisation and met initlally with =
remarkable amsunt of success, However, by
1958 repressive sction by the state and
employers had undermined the sffective

organisation of this unlon,

The SACTU strategy has coms in for some
oriticism, One of two assusptions underlis '
thess eriticismey Firstly, that iF the working

class enter into an alllsnce with sny othar
clama {ig the petty bourgeoisie), It will
inevitably be sold down the river snd therefore

has nothing to galn From such an alliancej
alternatively, if the working clasa is in a
very weak positionm and unites with another
opprassed, non=-working class group, it must

only do so on its own terms to avold being
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sold down the river. At thea same time, it muat
concantrate its sctiona at tha point af
production mo as to build up and consolidate
ita strength before taklng eon broader
struggles, Thessa assumptions underlie some

of the griticisme which have besn levelled
againat the SACTU position that there could

be ne fight for higher wages without a Fight
for national liberation.

Webeter, Ffor axample, arguss that this
strategy led to the trade union struggla
being subordinated to the national liberation
struggle. Worker energles wers continually
diverted into politically-based stay asway
campaigne, This; ha says, 18 what happensd
in 1958 when the ssssntlally worksr=based
slogan of "a pound & day' was taken over and
and turned into thes ‘faks' slogan of "the
Hats must go's According to Webster, members
ware aigned up Tor SACTU after 1958 without
being propecly organissdj when the unions
falled to improve materiml conditions,
support fell away, Webster concludes that
SACTU "falled to locate the struggle on the
battles ground where workers could sstablish
viable intermediary Inetitutions to win the
confidence to take on wider struggles" (Webataer,
1979:13).

It would be oversimple tec regard thie
critigue of SACTU's strategy Iin the 19508
as tha Flral statements This is Ehe case,; even
if the critigue is valid, What ons has to taks
into agcount when subjecting = strakegy to
geiticlamy, are the social conditions at thas

‘time, which wers both Independent of; and gave

rise to, the particular strategy sdopted,
debeter is aware of the nesd to locate SACTU
within its historicel context:




"Faced with,..deterloreting conditions,
black workers responded through a
groundswell of popular resistance such

an bues boyecotts, and SACTU had ko choose
sither to let thls wave of opposition
sueep past them or respond positively by
trying to direct It into & more wviable

and sustained opposition, Not surprisingly
they chose to try and capture it, but
lagking any adeguate organisational bass
they waere Porced %0 use the limited tactlc
of the stay—away = &8 tectic as we have
span,; that ls mosat effective when some
Fform of factory arfganisatlon existed”
(Wabster 1979:13).

We can conclude that the 1950s and sarly
19608 maw the developssnt of an incceasingly
violent forms of atate repression of working
clase activity; and a refusal to institution=
alise conflict In any way by granting legal
cecognition to the trade unfion movement,
HWorking class strike activity moom becams
incorporated into a brfoader strategy simad
primarily at ths libefation of the popular

masses. By the 1950 the state had
successfully, crushed the lgbour sovement,

PART II OF THIS ARTICLE,; DEALING WITH THE
19708, WILL APPEAR IN THE NEXT ISSUE OF WIP,
orkes refecced Eai
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THE TREASON

TRIAL .

FOR THE first time in nearly two decadss,

the charge of High Treason has besn levelled
againast a group of accused in South Africa.
Betwssn 1956 and 1961, lesading members of

the Congress Alllance (comprising the African
National Congress, Congress of Democrats,
South African Congress of Trade Unions,
Indian Congress and South African Coloursd
Paoples' Organisation) stood trisl in
Pretoris; charged with Erssson, But
subseguent to their acquittal; the state
praferred to charge ite polltical opponents
under thes so=called Sabotage, Terroriams

or Supprsssicon of Comsunism (Internal
Securlty) Acts. A change in this pattern

was noticed when 11 Soweto students were
charged with ssditlion in the recently
concluded Kempton Park trial. Subsegquant to
them being found guilty on that charge, 12
man were charged with ths more serious offance
of high tresson in Pistermaritzburg. Tha 12
accused in this tresson trial all face a main
gharge of tresson; with 43 altsrnative counta
framed under the Terroriem Act, and further
charges of conspiracgy to commit surder,

The stats has set out = series of acte
allegedly committed by ®ach of ths accussd,
which it clesims rendecs thea guilty of tha
charges. All of the sccused are alleged to
have been acting in gonespiracy with the
bannad African Mational Congress (ANC).

The scts mlleged against the sccused are

as Tollowss

sccusgd nuabgr 11 John Mofokeng Sekets (24).
a). Batween Nowember 1976 and August 1978, ha
underwant military training in Angolas, Russis
and East Garmany.

b). Batwesan November 1976 and November 1978,
he had scesss to and egntrol over a emches of
arms, assunition and sxplosives near Witkleigat,
Hophuthatswana s

c). Batwssn July and November 1978 thas sccused,
togethkar with others,; undertook s mission to
reconnoltre the Transvesl and BophuthaTewana.
He carried arss in Bophuthatswans, and on
August Tet 1978 he sngaged members of tha

South African Police anmd the Bophuthatswana
Homs Guard in armed conflick,

d). During November 1978, at Phokeng in
Bophuthatswana,; Sekets attempted to recrult




