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MONOPOLY CAPITAL AND LABOUR 

INTRODUCTION 

Monopoly cap i t a l i sm is here understood to be a phase in the development of the 

c a p i t a l i s t mode of production (CMP h e r e i n a f t e r ) , q u a l i t a t i v e l y d i f f e r e n t from the 

i n i t i a l phase of compet i t ive c a p i t a l i s m ; a phase in which monopoly corpora t ions 

have come t o play a dec i s ive ro le in the economies ( a n d ' p o l i c i e s ' o f t e n : -

Chile being the c l a s s i c example) of both developed and underdeveloped s o c i a l 

formations; a phase exp la inab le by but not reduc ib le t o the t e n d e n t i a l laws of 

cap i t a l i sm 

LAWS OF CAPITAL 

The motor force of the CMP i s the accumulation of c a p i t a l ; the se l f -expans ion 

thereof baaed on the e x t r a c t i o n of s u r p l u s - v a l u e ( s ) frost the working c l a s s , 

an e x t r a c t i o n which takes two forms. 

F i r s t , absolute su rp lus -va lue e x t r a c t i o n by i n c r e a s i n g the length of U*e working 

day thus i n c r e a s i n g the length of su rp lu s - l abou r to necessary- labour t ime. 

Second r e l a t i v e surp lus -va lue e x t r a c t i o n - the cheapening of the value of 

labour-power p r imar i l y brought about by i n c r e a s i n g the p roduc t iv i t y of labour -

power. Both are limited.Once the l i m i t s of the former are reached, the l a t t e r 

comes to predominate. 

The p r o d u c t i v i t y of labour-power i s inc reased by i n c r e a s i n g the teehnical-cosmMMicia 

of c a p i t a l i . e . by inc reas ing mechanisat ion o r the propor t ion of ,aWstdt to ' l i v i n g * 

labour which leads to an increased organic composition of c a p i t a l i . e . an increas ing 

r a t i o of the value of constant (c) to v a r i a b l e (v) c a p i t a l . 

However inc reas ing the organic composition i . e . cheapening the value of labour 

power (v) by i n c r e a s i n g i t s p r o d u c t i v i t y and thus cheapening the products of labour 

power which c o n s t i t u t e s i t s value leads to a tendency for the r a t e of pri 

( _ _ ) t 0 f a n, as well as eliciting six 'counterbalancing forces'. 
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A f a l l i n g r a t e of p r o f i t genera tes inc reased compe t i t ion , e s p e c i a l l y dur ing times 

of c r i s e s of over-accumulat ion of c a p i t a l between ind iv idua l c a p i t a l s , which 

mani fes t s i t s e l f in t he two in te rdependen t p rocesses of c e n t r a l i z a t i o n and 

concen t ra t ion of c a p i t a l , two aspec ts of the i n c r e a s i n g s o c i a l i z a t i o n of 

c a p i t a l . 

C e n t r a l i z a t i o n r e f e r s t o the i n t e g r a t i o n of d i f f e r e n t branches of product ion 

v e r t i c a l l y and h o r i z o n t a l l y while concen t r a t ion r e f e r s to the i n c r e a s e in t he 

sca le of product ion while the number of p roduc t ive u n i t s d e c r e a s e s , enabl ing the 

remaining un i t s to d iv ide and con t ro l the market by mutual agreement f a c i l i t a t e d 

by (a) t h e i r i n c r e a s i n g predominance t h e r e i n and (b) by c o l o n i a l po l i cy i n i t i a l l y . 

Both a l t e r the boundaries of product ion u n i t s - r equ i r i ng a r e s t r u c t u r i n g of 

labour processes in the d i r e c t i o n of s o c i a l i z a t i o n and i n t e g r a t i o n . This i s 

expressed in the p re sen t s t age of monopoly c a p i t a l by the tendency for the 

d i s s o c i a t i o n between economic ownership and possess ion t o c l o s e . This does not 

however e l imina te e i t h e r corapetition between ind iv idua l c a o i t a f c e r ' t h e non-monopoly l eve l 

of c a p i t a l -

This tendency towards concen t ra t ion i n t e n s i f i e s the fundamental antagonism of 

the CMP between the i n c r e a s i n g s o c i a l i z a t i o n of product ion and the p r i v a t e 

a p p r o p r i a t * of the product . This can be understood in terms of the c o n t r a d i c t i o n 

between the forces and the r e l a t i o n s of p roduc t ion . 

FOOTNOTE 

The debate between forces and r e l a t i o n s of product ion debate 1 w i l l not e n t e r i n t o . 
For the purposes of t h i s paper the primary of the l a t t e r w i l l be accepted. (Within 
the econ. l eve l the mode of product ion combines three e lements : the l aboure r , 
h i s means of product ion and the non- labourer i n t o two r e l a t i o n s : a) a connection 
of r e a l app rop r i a t i on of n a t u r e c o n s t i t u t i n g t he forces of product ion 
or the ' p o s s e s s i o n ' connection . and b) a proper ty-ownership connec t ion , the 
r e l a t i o n s of exp rop r i a t i on of the product which c o n s t i t u t e the r e l a t i o n s of 
p roduc t ion . 

Furthermore i t i s important to note t h a t a) a t the close of the dominance of a 
s o c i a l formation by one s e t of r e l a t i o n s and t he beginning of the dominance of 
another the same forces a r t i c u l a t e with d i f f e r e n t r e l a t i o n s as in the per iod of 
'manufac tur ing ' b) t ha t a minimum degree of development of the forces i s necessary 
to a r t i c u l a t e with c e r t a i n r e l a t i o n s and c) t ha t the forces of product ion 
h i s t o r i c a l l y come i n t o con t r ad i c t i on with the r e l a t i o n s of p roduc t ion , meaning t ha t 
the framework in which the product i s expropr ia ted l i m i t s the r e a l app rop r i a t i on 
of n a t u r e . 
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The Production Process 

The production process of the c a p i t a l i s t mode of production i s a unity-in-dominance 

of the second of two sub-processes: a) the labour-process which r e l a t e s closely 

to Poulantzas 's concept of 'possess ion ' and the concept ' forces of product ion ' , 

and b) the value-producing process which re la tes closely to Poulantzas 's concept 

of economic ownership and with the ' r e l a t i ons of product ion ' . I t i s these 

processes upon which th i s paper focuses. 

Uithin the prdduction process , the technical del imit ing the organic composition 

of c a p i t a l , the l a t t e r r i s ing more slowly than the former, can be ra ised to 

only a limited extent without necess i t a t ing a change in technology, an aspect 

of the forces of production. Fur ther , technological innovations enable 

individual capi ta l s to make above average p r o f i t s , i . e . su rp lus -p ro f i t s . 

This form of surp lus -prof i t ( technological rent) becomes predominant in what 

Mandel ca l l s Late Capitalism, a further development or stage of the imperal is t 

monopoly-capitalist epoch. 

Thus technological innovation i s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of the CMP. t ha t i s : "The bourgeoisie 

cannot ex is t without constantly revolut ionizing the instruments of production 

and thereby the r e l a t i ons of production and with them the whole r e l a t i ons of 

soc ie ty" . (Tucker p . 338). 

Mandel dis t inguishes three technological revolu t ions , the determinant moment 

of each being a fundamental revolution in power technology. The second dat ing 

from the 1890's s ince the production of e l e c t r i c and i n t e r n a l combustion 

motors (motive machinery) by machines. The th i rd dating from the 1940's 

saw the production of e l ec t ron ic and nuclear-powered apparatuses by machine. 

Mandel d i f f e ren t i a t e s between an i n i t i a l phase of technological revolutions and 

a second phase of ' gene ra l i za t ion ' the universa l iza t ion of technological changes 

during a phase of accelerated accumulation when a 'massive investment of surplus 

cap i ta l occurs. A technological revolution i s not only an extension however 

"but a fundamental renewal of productive technology end of the fixed cap i ta l 

which induces a qua l i t a t i ve change in the product ivi ty of labour" (Mandel p . 112). 

The most important c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ^ the th i rd technological revolution "both 

the or igin and outcome of accelerated innovation and the reduction of the turnover-

time of fixed cap i t a l " (Mandel p . 224), of relevance here a re : 



F i r s t : "A qua l i t a t i ve accelerat ion of the increase in the organic composition 

of cap i ta l " an increase which leads ul t imately to the recons t i tu t ion of the 

reserve army of labour which serves to depress the wages and the combativity 

of the working c l a s s . 

Second: "A shif t of l iving labour-power s t i l l engaged in the process of production 

from actual treatment of raw materials to preparatory or supervisory functions" 

(Late capitalism i s characterized by a steep increase in ' research and development' 

c o s t s ) . 

Third: A radica l increase in the importance of the preservat ion as opposed to 

the creation of value because of increased automation amongst other th ings . 

Fourth: "A shortening of the production per iod, achieved by means of continuous 

output and radical accelerat ion of preparation and i n s t a l l a t i o n work (and 

t r ans i t i ons to ongoing repairs) Pressure to abbreviate the c i rcu la t ion period 

hence a shor ter turnover time for cap i ta l - through planning of s tocks , market 

research e t c " (Mandel p . 197) 

I t was in the f i r s t decades of monopoly capital ism that the pr inc ipa ls of ' s c i e n t i f i c 

management' were extended the pr inc ipa ls thereof being: a) f i r s t , the d issocia t ion 

of the labour-process from the s k i l l s of the workers". Management gathers and 

develops knowledge of the labour process (Braveman p . 113). b) Second, 

"the separation of conception from execution i . e . the concentration of knowledge 

as the exclusive province of management (Braverman p . 114) and c) t h i r d , 

"the use of t h i s monopoly over knowledge to control each step of the labour process 

and i t s mode of execution". 

A further ' p r inc ipa l 1 i s that of the dissocat ion of the elements of the labour-

process into i t s const i tu t ive p a r t s , decreasing the costs of production by divorcing 

each element from specia l knowledge and t r a in ing , and reducing i t to simple 

average labour which is paid at that l eve l . 

Simultaneously "the r e l a t i ve ly few persons for whom special knowledge and t ra in ing 

are reserved are freed so far as possible from the obl igat ions of simple 

labour" (Braverman p . 82) a form of the devaluation of labour-power through 

dequalif icat ion to which ve wi l l re turn . 
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Thc Extension of Capital 
• 

In the monopoly c a p i t a l i s t epoch, capital extends i t s e l f and cooes to predominate 

in a) agriculture, prec ip i tat ing mass urbanization. b) the 'home' -

the needs of the family are subordinated to the market, and are reshaped to the 

needs of capital and c) the ' o f f i c e ' - into which most importantly tha 

computer has been introduced s igni fy ing a change in the soc ia l and technical 

d iv is ion of labour. 

According to Handel late capitalism "appears as the period in which a l l branches 

of the economy are fu l ly industral ized for the f i r s t time" '^iandel p ) - The 

extension of commodity production and the mechanization of the sphere of reproduction 

i s f a c i l i t a t e d by the following mainly, in the imperial is t soc ia l formations: 

1) a secular decrease of the share of 'pure' means of subsistence ( e . g . food etc) 

in the real wages of the working c l a s s . 2) an increasing displacement of the 

proletarian family as the unit of consumption. However "the increasing 

discrepancy between the needs of family conauaption and wagea of tha individual 

male worker leads to increased employment of married women leading to an overal l 

expansion of wage labour expanding capi ta l accumulation and the need for further 

commodity production 3) the fact that 'cul ture' becomes increasingly capita l ized 

A) the direct economic compulsion t o 'purchase' certain additional commodities 

and services linked to an increase in the in tens i ty of labour and the geographic 

extension of c a p i t a l i s t conurbations ( e . g . cars become necessary) . 

5) the influence of soc ia l pressure. Marketing comes to play a more important 

part under monopoly capitalism reducing the autonomous as opposed to the induced 

character of demand, which f a c i l i t a t e s company planning. The marketing demands of 

s t y l i n g , design and packaging becomes imposed upon production. 6) the genuine 

extension of needs or l iv ing standard! of wage-earners aa luxuries become 

n e c e s s i t i e s (the necessary ' c i v i l i z i n g ' function of capi ta l ) (Bravermsn p. 264 

Mandel p. 390-394). 

Labour Aristocracy/New-Middle Class 

In the monopoly cap i ta l i s t era, a stratum of the working c l a s s , the labour-

aristocracy emerges. This stratum owea i t s p r i v i l i g e to the high monopoly 

prof i t s of imperalism whereby a stratum can be bribed "detached from the broad 

masses of the proletar iat (Lenin p. 128) and ia best sui ted to the introduction 

into the working class of bourgeois ideology and p o l i t i c a l pract ices l e . to the 

taking up of a bourgeois c lass posit ion (c lass determination remaining working c l a s s ) . 
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Like the labour-ar is tocrac ies , the new middle-class owes i t s existence to the 

advent of monopoly capitalism. I t i s distinguished by the fact that i t occupies 

a contradictory posit ion performing both the function of the co l lec t ive worker 

and the global function of c ap i t a l , (control and survei l lance) in varying proportions 

though never simultaneously (see below - footnote) 

FOOTNOTE 

Under p r iva t e cap i t a l i sm the f igure of the worker changes from an ind iv idua l 
to a c o l l e c t i v e worker to perform the function of which "means to take p a r t 
in the complex, s c i en t i f i ca l l y organized labour process as a part of the col lect ive 
labour-power, to produce col lec t ive ly use-values in order to produce surplus-
value". However there must also be a co l lec t ive worker in the unproductive 
sphere i . e . "there are agents in the unproductive sphere who perform the function 
of the col lect ive worker" i . e . (co-ordinationand unity of the labour-process) 
i . e . through whom capi ta l in the unproductive sphere par t i c ipa tes in a share of 
the surplus-value produced in the productive sphere of the economy. These 
agents may be materially exploited/economically oppressed by having surplus-
labour expropriated from them (Carchedi pgs. 27-28). 

Under monopoly cap i t a l , the technical divison of labour, the division of functions 
necessary to the operationof the productive forces is carr ied to i t s logical 
conclusion and extends to a l l aspects of the labour-process. The function of 
cap i ta l formerly that of one agent becomes the global function of c a p i t a l , 
which means subdivision into a number of fract ional operations of the work of 
surveil lance and control in to a h ie ra rch ica l ly organized bureaucrat ic s t r u c t u r e , 
the common charac te r i s t i c of which is that the operations are performed "outside 
the labour process yet inside the c a p i t a l i s t production process" (Carchedi 
p . 20 Although there are problems with Carchedi's analysis i t i s useful ) . 
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The income of the new middle c lass i s cons t i tu t ed by revenue and by a wage, the 

heavier the weight of the global function of c a p i t a l in the pos i t i on , the 

g r ea t e r i s the income. 

However the labour-power of the new middle c lass ( l i ke tha t of a l l labour-power) 

tends to be devalued in order to increase the r a t e of su rp lus -va lue , through 

a reduct ion of t h e i r labour-power from a s k i l l e d t o an average leve l usua l ly by 

means of a fragmentation of tasks that i s a change in the technica l nature of the 

function performed. 

"This reduces r e s p o n s i b i l i t y and o r i g i n a t e s a tendency t o lose cont ro l and surve i l l ance 

over other agen t s , a reduct ion . . . in the global function of c a p i t a l (a change in 

the soc i a l na ture of the function performed" (CArchedi p . 376)* That i s , 

there i s a tendency towards the constant erosion of time during which the global 

function of c a p i t a l i s performed increas ing surplus- labour time. 

The changing r e l a t i o n s of production under monopoly cap i ta l i sm e f fec t a change in 

the soc i a l d iv i s ion of labour towards a constant ly more complex soc i a l d iv i s ion 

c rea t ing new tasks and new s t r a t a of s k i l l e d worker. Monopoly c a p i t a l has 

a lso produced an extension of ' i n t e rmed ia t e ' func t ions , a considerable increase 

in the number of non-productive wage-earners , such as commercial and bank 

employees, off ice and se rv ice workers. There i s a marked expansion in the 

category of c l e r i c a l worker for example (as well as a change in i t s composition 

by sex , and in the r e l a t i v e pay of that category) - for the accounting of values 

becomes more complex and the number of in te rmediar ies between production 

and consumption increases (Braverman p . 302). 

Furthermore, the off ice becomes the s i t e increas ingly of manual labour , 

assuming ' the p a r t i c u l a r forms of the various departments and branches of 

the e n t e r p r i s e " (Braverman p . 299). Mechanisation of the off ice allows machine-

placing of work by management. 

Productive and Unproductive Labour 

Neither service c a p i t a l nor c i r cu l a t i on c a p i t a l i s product ive . Nei ther produce 

surplus-value mater ia l i zed in commodities. 

Where serv ices are not an exchange of labour-power for revenue, the lack of 

ce r ta in ty of the r e s u l t s thereof "alongside the re luctance or i n a b i l i t y of the 

working c lass to consume them e . g . educa t ion , doctors e t c , have r e su l t ed in 
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cap i ta l taking mutated forms, which are a l ien to i t , though these forms are 

dependent upon capital ism for the i r existence" (Bullock p . 9) 

Within the family, housewives are unproductive service workers, who ensure the 

reproduction of l iving labour, that i s , e s sen t i a l for c a p i t a l , who are paid from 

revenue . the i r husbands wages and who perform surplus labour. (Bullock p . 13) 

However the " logic of late capital ism i s to convert i d l e cap i ta l in to service 

capi ta l and simultaneously to replace service capi ta l with productive cap i ta l that 

i s services with commodities" (Mandel p . 406) 

The larger the c i rcu la t ion sphere the more i s t o t a l value produced by the product! 

sector reduced or devalued; the shor ter the c i r cu la t ion time the larger i s the 

productive time increasing surplus-value production, if c i r cu la t ion t ime, -

a b a r r i e r cap i ta l struggles to overcome - is a time when surplus-value 

production does not occur. (Bullock p . 11). 

Commercial workers working in the sphere of c i r cu la t ion are paid out of revenue 

and as sk i l led labour are paid above average labour, but those wages tend to f a l l 

par t ly because of the mechanizationof c i rcu la t ion which increases the reserve 

army "par t ly because of the divis ion of labour in the office and par t ly because 

univer«al i ty i neducat ion devalues the labour-power of commercial workers with 

the progress" of capital ism. (Braverman p . 421) 

Conclusion 

In the above an attempt has been made to deal with monopoly cap i ta l and labour in 

the imperal is t count r ies . However with the decisive role monopolies have come 

to play the creation of finance c a p i t a l , the divis ion of the world 

by in te rna t iona l monopolies and the completion of the t e r r i t o r i a l division of 

the world by the great c a p i t a l i s t powers, which factors const i tuted for Lenin 

the e s sen t i a l economic features of imperialism, the highest stage of capi tal ism, 

dating from the l a s t decades of the previous century, not only cap i ta l but labour 

has become increasingly in te rna t iona l i zed . 

In the l a t t e r period of monopoly capi tal ism, the export of the production process 

i t s e l f has become important. The mult inat ional corporation has become the 

determinant "organizational form" of monopoly c a p i t a l , control and management 

taking a speci f ic form in peripheral countr ies . To quote Langdon - MNC's take 
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with them a 'package* - a whole way of doing business ( tha t ) usually involves the 

production of cer ta in so r t s of f ina l products only; a marked emphasis on sophis t ica ted 

expensive marketing, ce r t a in es tab l i shed approaches to labour r e l a t i o n s , 

and re l iance on managerial technical s k i l l s and experience accumulated in the 

r icher count r ies" . (Rape No. 2 P. 13 quoted in Mare' p . 2 ) . 

With the economic dominance of the monopolist ic i n d u s t r i a l sec tor in the per iphery, 

economic a c t i v i t y comes to be s t ruc tu red in to three i n t e r r e l a t e d l e v e l s , the 

monopoly l e v e l , the competitive l e v e l , and the marginal po l e . 

Cha rac t e r i s t i c of the monopoly level i s control of the bas ic means of production, 

which includes technology, generally developed a t the centre and inser ted in to 

the per iphera l soc ia l formation, leading to a sharp increase in p roduc t iv i ty , 

f a c i l i t a t i n g an increased ra t e of exp lo i t a t i on and the r a t i ona l i s a t i on of labour 

u t i l i z a t i o n . 

The economic dominance of the monopoly level leads to the crea t ion of a marginal 

pole of the economy, a topic which has been explored elsewhere (see Mara 1977). 

This dominance and the ' con t ro l over the new technology res id ing within t h i s l e v e l , 

leads to changes in the quant i ty and qua l i ty of the labour force demanded; 

secondly to changes in the mechanisms of absorpt ion, and t h i r d l y , in the mechanism 

of exclusion and to a depression of the labour force in respect of each of the 

levels and types of production" (Mare p . 13). 

Employment in the underdeveloped countr ies does not increase a t near ly the same 

ra te as output does. Rather there i s 1) a heightened demand for s k i l l e d labour 

"and the s k i l l s and a c t i v i t i e s required are d i f fe ren t from any previous experience 

or t r a in ing tha t the bulk of the labour force has had" (Mare p . 14) , 

2) a grea ter need for a s table labour force and 3) a r e l a t i v e l y high wage 

race for those employed in the monopoly l e v e l . 

F ina l ly , to understand the development of monopoly c a p i t a l and the i n t e r n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n 

thereof one has to understand the in t e rna t iona l migration of labour from one soc i a l 

formation to another , which increases the reserve array of labour of the importing 

country, pushing down wages in general and expanding accumulation the re ; which 

in 'bo th ' the importing and exporting country fur ther hinders the working 

class and which allows cap i t a l to pay wages below that which i t would have to 

pay to indegenes of the imper i a l i s t countr ies par t of the reproduction costs being 

paid for by the non p rc~cap i t a l i s t modes in the underdeveloped coun t r i e s . 
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P o s t - s c r i p t 

Mechani 

On r e r e a d i n g t h e above, i t s eeaa o v e r l y m e c h a n i s t i c n o t h a v i n g t a k e n a c c o u n t of 

t h e uneven r a t e of c p i t a l a ccumula t i on and of t h e many c o n t r a d i c t o r y forms 

t h a t t h e g e n e r a l t e n d e n c i e s of c a p i t a l - t o w a r d s i n c r e a s i n g t h e s o c i a l p r o d u c t i v i 

of l a b o u r and t h e r i s i n g o r g a n i c c o m p o s i t i o n of c a p i t a l l e a d i n g t o a f a l l i n g r a t e 

of p r o f i t - m a n i f e s t t h e m s e l v e s i n , c o n t i n g e n t on t h e c l a s s s t r u g g l e . 

Marx w r i t e s : 

" C o n s i d e r i n g t h e s o c i a l c a p i t a l i n i t s t o t a l i t y , t h e movement of i t a 
a c c u m u l a t i o n now c a u s e s p e r i o d i c c h a n g e s , a f f e c t i n g i t more o r l e s s 
as a w h o l e , now d i s t r i b u t e s i t s v a r i o u s phaaes s i m u l t a n e o u s l y o v e r 
t he d i f f e r e n t s p h e r e s of p r o d u c t i o n . In some s p h e r e s a change in t he 
c o m p o s i t i o n of c a p i t a l o c c u r s w i t h o u t i n c r e a s e of i t s a b s o l u t e 
m a g n i t u d e , *s a consequence of s imp le c e n t r a l i z a t i o n ; in o t h e r s t h e 
a b s o l u t e growth of c a p i t a l i s c o n n e c t e d wi th a b s o l u t e d i m i n u i t i o n 
of i t s v a r i a b l e c o n s t i t u e n t , o r of t h e l a b o u r - p o w e r absorbed by i t ; 
in o t h e r s a g a i n , c a p i t a l c o n t i n u e s growing f o r a t i m e on i t s g i v e n 
t e c h n i c a l b a s i s , and a t t r a c t s a d d i t i o n a l l abou r -power in p r o n o r t i o n 
t o i t s i n c r e a a e w h i l e a t o t h e r t i m e s i t u n d e r g o e s o r g a n i c c h a n g e , 
and l e s s e n s i t s v a r i a b l e c o n s t i t u e n t . " 
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Furthermore, on rereading an a r t i c l e on the white working c laaa in South M r i c a 

(which makes use of Carchedi'a a n a l v s i s ) , a number of problems present themselves . 

F i r s t , management and supervis ion i s not adequately d i s t ingui shed by Carchedi. 

Second, i t i s quest ionable whether the d i s t i n c t i o n between co-ordinat ion and 

coercion which Carchedi makes i s pos s ib l e except at a high l eve l of a b s t r a c t i o n . 

Third, i t i s economistic t o de f ine c l a s s e s economically u n l e s s the t h e o r e t i c a l 

p o s s i b i l i t y of knowing t h e i r determination at a l l l e v e l s i s inc luded. For c l a s s e s 

are defined by t h e i r p laces in economic, p o l i t i c a l and i d e o l o g i c a l r e l a t i o n s . 

SOUTH AFRICA* 

\s i t i s applied to South Africa (and ana lys i s does not mean the appl i ca t ion 

of concepts ! ) Carchedi i s analys ing a s i t u a t i o n (having reference to s t r u g g l e s 

over the pet ty bourgeois ie in France and I t a l y in the l a t e 60'a and ear ly 7 0 ' s ) 

in which the global function of c a p i t a l of the 'new middle c l a s s ' i s c o n s t a n t l y 

being eroded so that i t can be employed more product ively f u l f i l l i n g the function 

of the c o l l e c t i v e worker and so that more surplus value can be extracted from the 

'new middle c l a s s * . However in South Afr ica , the oppos i te seems to hare occured, 

the white new middle c l a s s being employed more and more in the l a t t e r funct ion 

e x c l u s i v e l y -

Second, the ana ly s i s of the South African new middle c l a s s does not take account 

of the imposition of monopoly c a p i t a l in to South Africa at a very ear ly sta^e In 

the nineteenth century. 

Third, the ana lys i s does not expla in the d i v i s i o n between black and white 

supervisors because i t i s economist ic . 


