ALEXANDRA TOWNSHIP:

'uplift'

O 7th Hay 1979, the deputy minister of
Co=operation and Cevelaopment, fir Vesloo,
pnnouncad in Parllamsnt that Alexandrs

township had baen granted a reprisve. He

gald that plans for the development of
Alexandra into = hostel town for single
migrant workers had besn shelved and that

his department was planning & renewval prograsme
besed on high density family housing.

This chante in poliey with respect
to Alaxandrs suat be ssen in the zontext

. af the geneTal change Iin stats polley with

raapect to urbanm black aresas,; Thia change fis
conditioned by the attempt of the state ko
restructure sociml relationa in order to copm
with tha changing needs of capltal, South
African capital ie becoming deoalnated by

the monopoly ssctor whleh Le st present

1 :h!rléll!illd by centrallsat-
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1 fien and eoncentratlion of

; capital into fTewser; larger,; more

poswarful business ocrganisstions.

There is a tendency towards the

employment of increased capital

intensive technology in

industry which haa Lta

concrete manifestation im

the nusber of workaras

uneaployad as they get

=
- o

replaced by Sachinelfy.

Thess changes in the

nature of capitalist

production in South

STHAITIIIS| 00 0

\Africa mean that

induetry nesds both

penl-skilled and

highly skilled workers,

(For a mors

detailed dia=

cusalon of

th'll lnsues,
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or co-option?

a8 the article on "Total Strategy' In
Work In Frogrsas 11, February 1980,
sapeclally pages 3 = 5),

The uprisings in 1976=T7 highlighted
the nead For = stable amnd contented labour
force. The state's responss ko changes within
capltal, and incressed worksr militancy, is
acticuleted in the reporte of the Wishahn and
Aiskert Commissions, and in tha total strategy
initistives beinn Formulated by the stakte and
ite apparatusssy These reports advocate
incressad contral over ths working class and
attempt to create a labour aristocrarcy and
black petty bourgeclaies; Tha diekert Commission
sttempts to locate blacks LIn jJobs st higher
levels within the production process through
increased training programmas, It aleo attempts
to relocate tha unsmployed by axparting them
to thas rural sream, This is an attempt to make
urban arsas safe Trom the potential threat
of the unemployed, It also advocates the
creation of & privileged mection of the
working eleas in tha sensa that thay have
protected rights toa employment, The Flow of
miagrant workers Llnta the sity will be tightly
controlled.

Aelating ta the provislon of housing in
black urban arsas, the Commission recommended
that erven with the necessary sarvices should
be# allocated to hlacka in their residentiasl
aress on & lessehold basis, The Comalssion
racommended that influx control be linked

to the avalilabllity of work and of approved
housings




The Commission further recommended the
creation of & stable black mlddle class pagifi
with better housing and conditlions of employmen
enployment, Aestrictions in respect of blagk
businessmen are to be 1ifted.

Although the report of the RAiskert
Commission was published soms months after
the reprisve for Alexandrs was announced;
it should be seen in terme of ths overall
ghangs in state policy,; the conditions Fox
which slready existed,

The rescommendations of the RAlekert
Commission should be seen as linked to the
Yiotal strategy' concept Tormulated by thyg
gtaty and 1ts spparatusss An prder to "deFend
Sguth Africa',; Certaln changes are belng made
to give blscks a materisl stake giving them
causs to "defend South Africa', Thess attempts
by capital and the state aias at sxtending
political and idesological contrel through
the granting of material concesalond,

Tha sstablishment of the Urban Foundation
aftar the uprisings in 1976 aims to improve
the guality of 1ife in black urban areas
through training schemes, house bettersent
and urban renewsl schemas,; The Urban
Foundation manifests capltal's attempt to
saintalin the existing process af capltal
accumulations This point was made clear
rocently by MAr Justies Jan Steyn, sxecutivae
director of tie Urban Foundationy, when
addressing Rotary Intarnatlonal®s 55th
annual sonference of Disktrict 926 in
Nelaprults There he aald

"If people want the fres enterprise

ayatam to contlinue,; they ace golng to

have to get off thelr butts and makwm
gontributions towards housing.™ (2)

He want on Ea swacn that tha lull In btownahlp
proteats should not be regarded as "breathing
space” s
It has clearly been the Lmpatus of
manopoly capitalist interssts which hava
articulated the above strategyy thils aims at
containing township resletanca by the smploy=
ment of schemss to improve the materiaml
conditions of sections of the working class
theough organisaticons like the Urban Foundation,
Fambars of the Urban Foundatlion have
acknowladged that certain reforms are
necassary in order to maintain socisl
stability and continuous capitelist productions
Getwwan 1ot Rarch 1977 and Ird Augusk 1970,
the Urban Foundatlion undertook s totel of

268 projects throughout South Africa, 9 of 1

thesa projects wers national projects and
28 wara ressarch or Feasibility studies.
The projects undertaken wers in the ares of
housing, esducation and trelning; community
facilities and health searvices. The Funds
spproved for these projects smounted to
R13,06=-milllon, (3)

It can ba sean that an attempt is balng
made to buy off a asctlon of Ethe working
clasa, This sectlon gain theilr scceas to
thesa privileges by qualifying for urban
rights under sactions 10 (1) (a) and (B).

In presentinmg the annual report of tha
Department of Community Development to
Facrlisment on 27th March 1980, the secretary
af the depactment warned againet disruptions

in the atate's housing programme Ehrough tha
lack of funds, Me added that sny attemplt to

curtall state participation Ln housing
provislon would play lnto thes handa of
"South Africa's snemies', (4)
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S0 it can clearly be sean that tha state
and capital are Lrwolved in = desperate attempt
to buy of f a section of the working class,
Coupled with this is the attempt to strictly
gogntrol the psople who do not qualify For
Lncorporation; namely the landlass and
unesployad who will be relocatsd in the rural
arsas under the control of the various
"homsland' administrations whoss reaponeiblliby
thay have becosi.

Tha reprisves qunt-ﬂ to Crossromds snd
Alsxandrs and tha subseguent plans for
redeavelopment aze; I belleve,; the Flrat
involvemant of the stats in "battermant
schenes"' aimed at Improving thy 'guallty of
1ife" in sxisting black townshipes, Tha atate
La now Tollowing the initiatives undertakan by
capitels It should; of courae; not be
forgotten that the-state has glven Lits spproval’
to programmas undectaksn by the Ucban

‘Foundation.

The cedevelonmant Le belng planned by the
plenning ssction of the Department of Co=
cperation and Development Ln conjunction with
WAAB, the Department of Comsunity Development,
tha Alexandra Lislson Committes and the
Ssandton City Council, (&) The intention is
to turn Alexandra into s model township (7)
that will be the pride of every South African.
It is to have Flate and malsonettes ,
reconditloned houses, gresn balts, tarred
roads and full services, An attempt is ot
presesnt being mede to segulre more land on
the sast side of the Jukeskal River to make
inta sn elite ares, (B8)

Flet ﬂnu:n%nr has aleso promised
publically to regusast Parllament to grant



full municipal status to Alsxandra. (%)
Alexandra has a history of freshold
rights. To date thers are atill 432 fros-
holders, Deapite this, the basils of land
tenurs in the redeveloped Alexandra will be
99-ysar leasshold, The 99-ysar leasshold
tenurs system ie intended to promote urban
black home ownership., Thess reagulatlions wers
gazetted in December 1978 and represent a
rasponas by the stete to the demands of
erganised capital s a meane of creating a
black middle class, This lgdashold schess
means that blacks can For tha first time take
out building soclety loans, Previously, bullding
societies did not consider the 30-ysar leasse-
hold under the 1968 reguleations as sdequate
sscurity. (10} Undar this scheme only those
with urbsn rights gquallfy for homs ownership.
According to ressarfch dene by De B
HBoaden, senior lectursr 1n Quantity Surveylng
et the Unlversity of Witwatecarand, this schams
will not benaflt the majority of bleck urban
dwallere who do not have the msonthly incomes to
rapay & housing loans Ha has sstimated that
thes avarsge monthly housshold income of blacks
in the Pretoris-Wituatersrand-Vereeniging
triangles is RZ00,; of which an sstimated
R1B8 Lls spent on necessafy items, This leaves
AR12 over aa the posslble reapayment on = loan.
Furthermore, it 1s unllkely that thess people
would be mble to pay the mstimated RI00 Ln
gites surveylng expensss, or that they would ba
able to afford tha Initia]l costs of taking out
8 9%=year lease which includes s 205 deposit
on the house,; connmctlon Fess for water,
sewage and slectriclty. By the eond of March
1980, 184 people had registersd lsasshold
titles undar this achems, (11)

At Ehes sama time as granting the reprisve
for Alexandra, Vosloo also announced that a
survey would be undertaken by JAAB to astsblish
who would qualify for housing in the readeveloped
Alewandra, Presumably the underlying Intentlion
of thes survey would be to esteblish who did
not quelify to be in ths ares so that they
could bes sxported to the "hoaslands'., This is
in kesping with the Riskert Commission
recommsndatlons and tha nmew strategy adopted
by the state,

A 1979 population census was held in
Alexendra and it was satimated that thy
populstion was 50 000 of whom 10 DDO0 ware
sstimated to be "illegals®. (12)

With respect to this Lssus; the
Alexandra Lisison Committes has an ambivalent
positions In the first lseum of the Alexandra
Chronicle; the official bulletln of the Lialson
Conmmittes, published by WRAB, Sam Butl,
chairman of the Lisison Committes warned
"{l1legals® that they would not be permitted
to ramain in the area, In the sams legue, It
was reported that the sdministrative sub=
committes of the Lialeon Committes hag
investigated tha cases of '"illegals' and had
found that 2 000 families did in Fact
gualify for ucban rights snd so the Llaisan
Committes had in Tact saved the Tamilies
from seviction. (13)

Under clossr analysis, this statgment
gmerges B8 an attempt to retaln thelr popular
facede whiles at the same time acting sm
mouthpiece for the state, A recant survaey
into the soclo=-sconomic conditions in
Alaxandre undertaken by the Soclology
Umpartment at the University of South Afrlica

(UNISA) has shown that the average family
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size in Alexandrs 18 5,7. (14) Simple
arithestic shows that the Liaison Committes
has thus "sswed' 12 00D people From svickion,
when only an astimated 10 00D "fllegel”
paople mexist.

The Liaison Committes has aleo given fts
support to the idea of Alexandra becoming &
totally 99-ysar leasahold arem, Sam Butl is
guoted as saying that the F9=year leasshold
suits Alexandra bettar than a freshold system
as mors housss can ba provided. (15)

In the light of the sbove statements, it
ssema that the Alexandrs Lialeon Committews hawm
bean co=opted gnd functions to legitimats the
plans the state has for Alexandra, The Lisison
Committem bhas no legal etatus and very 1Llith
powsrs. All of ite actions are subject to the
scrutiny and approval of ths Cepartmsent of
Co—oparation and Developmant, They do, howsver,
attempt to craate tha Llluqlan that thay have
greatar powers and claim that the r-liﬁinn-hip
batessn the Llaison Committee and the
Department of Co-operation and Development Le
one of client and consultant, This Les meant
ko imply that thay have powars of veto and do
not have to sccept whatever the Departesent
presents thea with, (16)

Finallyy; Alexandra cannot be seem a8 an

Ilttllﬁt by the state to cope with the housing

problems It must be sesn =8 an attempt to
gco=-opt &8 cleatly defined and relatively small
working cless community, which will no doubt
festurs prominently in local and overssas
media na an Indicatlon of the progresalve
nature af the present regime,; It must aleso

be ssen es an attempt to paclfy = section of
the working class with material concesslions
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in order to maintain the process of capitalist

production and proflit,

SR

Uplift in Alex

FOOTHOTES:

Aand Deily Mail,; 79.05.08.
E‘.r. Hniﬂ‘-“-

The Urban Foundation = Projesct Statistice
1 H.t‘- ?1 - Tﬂ.ﬂﬂ.!1.

Rand Dsily mMail, 60,03.28,
Rand Oaily Mail, 80,03,28.
Star; 79.05.08,

Pist Koornhof, quoted in Sundey Express
TG.07.25,

Thess Tacts emerged from an LInterview with
tha towh plannet,

Sunday Cxpress, 79.07.2%9.

CrescyyB. A house for total strategy: ths
political economy of urban african housing
in contemporary South Africa, 1980370,

ﬁt-ll'l Hﬂ.ﬂi.”-
Star, B80,03,.06.
E-I.u!', EU.D‘I.EE-

Praliminary report of a socio—economle
survey done Ln Alexandrs., vepartment of
Soclology, UWI3A. This survey was Funded
by the Urban Foundatlion.

Sunday Poat, 79,065,248,

This emarges from interviews with tha
Lialson Committes and from a document
setting put their oujectives mnd
approaches.
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AFRICA™ ™=

AFRICA PERSPECTIVE, a quartsrly journal,
started in I9T74, attenptsa to raise the
level of diecussien sn African, particularly
Southern Africen evente, through articles
that are both theoretical and factual, beth
histerical and current. Seme of these have
been about resettlement,women,state and
labour,underdevelopment,industrial confliect,
the role of the reserves in 5.A.,local
pelitical bodies,and the growth ef
Elpitllllt agriculture.
African countries which haye been leeked at are
Mosambique,Uganda,Tangania ,Angola ,Namibia ,and
Zaire.Issues planned will focus on the social
censequences of the use of machinery in S5.A.
industry,and on the Southern African states,
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