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YEOZL E.ih. MGOJC, declares under oaths

Ay . SCLOFON: Or. hgojo, by way cf introduction ycou
ara the Fresziden: of the l.ethodist Conference oi the

Letnodizt Church -f Southern Africa, is that correct?

I would just like to %take you very briefly through

your curriculum vitae, I will lead you on inis if you

wourld just confirm what I say. Tou were bora at Urzimkulu,

you attended s=chool and Teachers' Training Collesge al 10
ldelene Teachers' Training School in latzl where you

matrigulated in 1952, is that correct? --- Yes, M'lord.
You then tzught at Fort Shepstone from 1953 to
1955, is that correct? =--- Yes, L'loxrd.
You then moved to I think Durbtan where you taught
from 1956 to 19527 === Freom 1955 March to 1953,

n 1958 you decided to go into the ministry and
vou then ssent froz 1959 to 1960 doing pastoral work, 1s
that corveot? === Yes, Zir.

Doing a sort of probztionary terz? --- Yes, I§"lord. 20
In 1961 to 1963 you studied for a Bachelor of Arts
in Theology a% Fert Hare? —-—— Yes, M'lorc.
tnéd irn 1064 you were ordained as a minister cf the
Nethodist Church? ——= Yes, K'lord,
You were thereafier czlled to the Hethodist Church
in estern Fondolznd? --— Yes, ['lerd,

Ané thereafter you were called to Clarkbury in the

ury in
Toanckei? —== Yes, mn'lord.

I~ 1556 you received z ccholzrsaip to study at
Chicago where you studied z ilzster of Theology degree? 20
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—— Yes, Ii'lord.
In 1967 to June 1963 you returned to South Africa
where you were involved in training evangelists and
the Bible women at the Urtata iiethodist Centre? ——- TYes.
You Decame superintendent zinister at the hostel
at Mount Frere? --- That is right.
And then you were at the Federsel Treological
Seminary =t Alice from Jznuary 19707 --- Tes, M'lord.
In 1970 you obtained a scholarship to attend
Harvard University where you studied for a Fh.D.,? === Yes. 10
4s I understand it you registered in the School of
Arts and Sciences and net the School of Theology av
Harvaerd and you studied arts and philosophy and you
graduated with your Fa.D. in 19757 —- Tes, IM'lord.
ind your thesis for your doctorate was "The
Democratisation of the Royal Iieclogy in the New Testament
and Related Literature", is that correct? --- Tes, K'lord.
Cn your return to 3South Africa you were aprointed by
the ¥ethodist Conference to ieach at the Theological

Seminary where you have remained until the preseni? - 20

And in 1930 you were appointed as chairman of thne
iztal West District of the HMethciist Church? -—- Yez, k'lexrd.

ird in 1931 you wers appoinied as president-elecs

]

to the Iaticnal Coafsrsnce of the kethedist Churca and
inducted a=s president in Cctober 19827 --- Tes, M'lord.
ird ac I underctand it your term of office continues

ar+<il Cetober 19337 —== Yesz, [X'lord.

Ty mve nlso tke gnairgan of the Goulz LAfrican Jouncil
5 Mt . . - T B X o e B e - e = - =
of Cnurches Ztgniing Commltuce On LELUSEER! === Yez, n'lord. 30

DOV !l .
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Sow, you have had perscnzl contact with the Soutk

AZrican Council of Churches, what is the contzet between
e Ilethodi=st Church of Southera Africs and the South
Afriecan Council of Churchezs? === Well we would divide
vhe contact into two categories, there iz the contact

f mecbership uncfer Waick we send what we cell delegates

7 H ] - ] = o
to be thes mexbers of the SACC, that iz ecategzory nuzber

-y
" - " - ; P
one. Category numler TWeC, We navVe 2z annusl contrlicoutlcexn
+'|. - -'|. -pI —_-: - - *l-
vnat is the cztegery of finance, which Wwe give To the

Ll
e
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3

f %2 000 annu=zlly.

Right. Well let us tzke those in turn, let us
take your meobershir of the South Africazn Council of
Caurches. In what way is the Liethodist Church involved
in the day to day a2nd the annusl rusning of the Scutn

Afripern Couneil of Churchkes in its capscity as 2 mecber?

——= VWhen you are spezking about the Scuth African Council

Churckes you z2re no%t sreaking about the constituticn
there, during the course oi the year there are 30
meetings which are aappening leading up “o what we call
the Hationzl Convention, ani some of our mezxbers whe zre

rpointed by the Cornference to be part of the 3ACC, they
attend these meetings, and these meetings lead 1o whzt ve
czll = they culminate in what we cazll the Lational
Conference..(intervention)

I am sorry %c interruzt you, thet iz the [Haticrzl

S =
the SAQJC, and then it i=s fr this Conieren tnat ncw

wihen the re=zolutions have been m=2de in this Conferercse

- e T | 1= | . - = .
cf the IALQU, they go back to our chuzches 1o be loclel =1
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year's SACC which shall be meeting before owr Conference
in Qctoter, they are to come back with then, and we
shall be looking 2t them as a Conference. That is why
you find that in all our minutes of the Conferences
there is always a reference to the SACC.

So in other words there is a report-back on the
various committees of the 3outh African Council of
Churches and a report-back from the Natiornal Conference
of the South African Council of Churches? --- Yes, M*lord,
through our reps. 10

Ard are the izsues which arise within the South
Lfrican Council of Churches ani which are reported back
to the Methodist Church then debated at the lMethodist
Church Conference? —-- We debate them, we give tken
encugh time, M'lord.

S0 one couldn't accuse the dethodist Church of merely
being = passive member of the South African Council of
Churches? ——= I wouldn't say so, N'lord.

ie I understand it you as the president of the
Lethedist Conference will this year attend the National 20
Conference of the South African Council of Churches as 2
delegate of the kHethodist Church? --- I ano rezlly longing
Tor that, n'lord.

tnd your function therezfter will Te TO report back
o your own National Conference? --- To our Hational

Conference.
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guestion, if I were to try 2and give the exigencies of
your gquesticn to explain it, that iz the same guestion
vyou can get within an ordinary set-up of a congregation.
wnat I am saying is beczuse my church has got four
levels, there iz what you czll the grass roots, taere is
waat you call the quarterly meetings, there is what you
call the Synods, there is what you cz2ll the Kationa
Conference. We have had a2t times the impression that
the=e on the lower level, they feel that thesze who =zre
arner are doling their own things, so there iz that kind 10
ning when you gre in en organizstion, and that iz why
you have to k=sep on mesting to bridge this gap. S0 that
would not be unigue of the ZAZC, that would be unigue of
ary cother caurch,

And deo you feel there is the same z2ttempt between

k]

cuth African Council cof Churches

Lii

mepber churches gnd the

to remain close or become closer together from time to

EI E E-HG’ h-ﬂ.e B -EE
Wow you, by the very natuwre ol your occupation, are
in close contzet with the Elack zembers of the Hethodist

. . - . - - HE 3
Coureh 2t the grass roots level? ——— Tesz, H'lori,

aurches? —== [L'lord, if I were tc - agsin thet iz 2 wvery

- - e - . - -~ & =i

ctatenent, becrute there zre Jiffersnt vorld views, ror

tastzncs from ths 3lack conmunity the 3422 im 3 bezcon oF e
Tisnt /
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lizht on the hill. There iz hope thers Tecause ¢l the kind
of thing that the ZACC has done prazciical to Ihe Slack
community, so they view it ac one of tkzoe hepes for a

Black person in ZSouth Africa.

-

Tou have 2130 been in contzet oy virtue of your
occupation with the views of the White mexbers ol the
Kethodist Church, is tkere any discerzible dilference
between the perspective which the Black zszters have of
the South Afriecan Council of Churches =znd ihe percrective
vhich the White cezbers have? ——- Mileri, you GO Z&t
very zincrity froc the Whiitesz, but that would 2lsco Dbe
an incipient statement if you say thet the Whites are all
not in Zzvour of the SACC, just a= in zny tig organisstion
- don't forget that my Church iz one ¢f the biggest churches
in Southern Africa - for sure you do get somevimes sone
emall minority from the Blacks, and of courcse we do Try
to, 25 the Churck, because in the Meihsdizt Church we
heve moved a2 long way, we feel that we have To work

b

togebther to educate ourselves az the Caurck, and it 1is

with *he Zouth Afrigan Council of Churgkss, n=cely, tre
Sinorcizl side of things, deoes your Ji.izn contributle any
fandt tco the buadget cof the Zoulh African Tcocineil of Churches
—— X'1ecrd, I thinx I have glready centliconel thzt whsn I wacl

20
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answering to some of the things. oy Caurch, according

to the Minutes of Conference 1932, paze 1lu3, does

el
-

contribute zn annual contribution of L2 000 to the 3ACQ,

L

and again acccrding to the Minutesz ol Conference 1332,

9, zy Church had veted a suz o7 A3 000 to the
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ignt, ['lord.

Now, your Church as you mentioned 1s =2 large czurch,
would I be correct in saying that the zexbership within
T a2TUbliic oI Souih Afriezs is aprroximately three-
guarters of 2 million pecple? —=- It 12, M'lord.

Why is it that your Church is not zble to make =2

more substantial contribution te the tudget of the Soutk
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r Council of Churches? =—- M'lerd, if I were %o
respond to that, agsin let us not forget that my Churck
although it has =2 many btig numbers, I

of those people are Blacks, and it iz only the persocn who
does net know the conditions of a Black zan in South Afrieca
who would query that. DkMost of the Elecks have no-work, no
jobs, most of the Slacks have been zffected by the forced
rexovals, which is that the Churcrh now instead of

cencentreting on things cutside its own congregation, has
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zust get a few churches to worshir,
of the people who &re werchlipring unisr trees because thers

TR R . v N i I . .
ipping places. Jo my ohurch is ztill very Iuch

- - - - = - 1 " - = & - 5
=ngeged in doxzestic things, that iz why it is very hzorid
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Z0 your members are nct even able to cover the cost
of the running of your Churcn itself? --- we are struggling
very hard, in fact there is this year what we call the
centenary arreal, a drive for the Church to raise the
money so it can respond to certain needs of cuar Church
because our coffers are just emply.

I take it fromr that that if the very substantial
budget of the South African Council of Caurcoes is
curtailed in any wey, for example by 1its overseas 2cources
of funde being cut off, your Church would zct be in &
position te £ill the dreschk in any way? —--- It would be
izpossible, k'lord.

liow, we nave heard znd you no doubt sre aware that
the South African Council of Churches is not confined
purely to the ecclesiastical field or the ecumenical
endezvours but is zlso involved in the troader =oclo-

political field. EHow does that accerd with the activiities
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ist Church itself? —== i'lord, that is 2 vem

good guestion theoclogically and logically. In the Iirst

those people who are the followers of Jesus, and the

manifesto or programme of Jesus is very clezr Irom the word

10

- 20
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according to the Jivine Law of God everyuvody created in
the image of God must kave his own rightz. When you are
sveaking about =socizl econditions of a person, you are

spezking abcout how a person crezted in the image of God
lives. Is he having a gocd, peaceful living, better
accozamodation, etcetlera, etcetera. When you are speaking
about the spiritual life of a person you are speaking
atout a person, nis relaticnshiv with nis God, and
automatically his relationship with his God, if that is
rignt, there is going to be & correet relationship with

nis fellow man. So it iz the whole thing, I must say

here = I am =

I‘-:’

e2kinrz now as a theclegizn = I really find

it very hard to putl these things into waltertight
compartments and say that this is polities, this is social
aspects, this i=s spirituzsl aspects, because to me it is

a whole, and if we were ito look at the Cross of Christ

it is 2 plus sign, a symbol, which means that once you
Decome a Christizn, it iz the Gospel plus something not the
Gospel oinus someining, you cannct subtract when you are
dealing with 2 person as seen by God, it is =2 plus =ymbol.

So to me it is the whole thing, that is why I am having

6

problems when you start putting this thing into compartments.

S0 your Churck then is obwviouzly involved in this
field and would you then sndorse the involvement of th

rican Ccuncil of Churches in tkis field zs well?

liow, on

wnich your goengregants nave received frog the charitalle werk

P . [ o - ] s T - e oom o Nmom miw |
5 she couth African Council ¢f Churcher, youa know of the

[C I,
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Inter.Church Aid, the Dependants' Conference, these sort
of activities? === Ye=z,

If thece activities of the South African Council of
Thurches were innitited in any way or cut off in any way,
what result do you think that would have on the benefitl
from these zctivities? === [M'lordé, I alsec believe that
that would causze a lot of confusion, because just as 1 have

caid before, freox my Zlack constitue

3

1ts tne SACC is &

"J.F
"

bteagon of light on the mountain. And you know that once

the pecple have lost light and are frustrated this in tura
causes a2 confuzion. I am just preying for a day that ihis
thing will not happen, beczuse I think the Black community

will lose 211 hepe. And let us znot forget again that the

;LC0C has been one of those crganisations which have been

Lol

very consistent in preaching peaceful change through non-
viglence. So now, if this work of the ZACC were to be,

let us szay, tanned, I don't know, the ordinary Elsck perscen
will say that: is the Government now saying that the
meverent which is preaching peaceful change through non-
viclence, is the Government now saying that there must be
movements for violence. Eecause in most cases it 1= known
this has been & con=istent rhilosopay of the ZACC, peaceful

nenge through non-violence, and that gives hope to th

.

nat you are 1

.

L3

chgirman of the Sianding Couumittee on mefugeer, a comzitiee

1 St — T - < £ N s n i K 8 oo
cf the ZSouth African Council of Churcnes. what is toe
' - = N = = - P= PR = " ap T .
Pamatioa of thlo conmittee? ——= 'lord, agnln wWoen you are

= - i3 *a - e e pp— - - E - e - e F 2 in
CDE2KINE Z0LJUT I'EIUZECE I went to underline Tilig, When yod

are raying = efugee To cne of ile persons in the zla¢

b

somnanity / ...
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comzunity, you are referring to ais or ner cnild., The

nave got our ecrniliren wio need t¢ e pzciored, you know
some of thex lesve when they still nesi ihs varent:

Ceallng wito niz own enild., 3o o us wno are trying to
ce those things you may ask now, waat iz the methodclogy,

let ze sgy it before I z2m asked, You k&

'1

oW that in these 10
places like Botswanz, Lesctho and =c orn :trhere are what

you call the Christizan CJouncils, =0 we f=lt that it would
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for the refugees, we are working throuz:z the peonle who
are there, Christian Counecils who zare there, and we want
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with the refugees, we have no direct contzct with the
relugees, we have directv contact with the Christisn Councils

wWnC are txnere, whe are cn the gpot. A4nd that thing dces
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= conference, methodist Conference, some time ago, I

can't remember the year now - in fact I was one of the
people who stood ur at the Conference I must say that,
because we must speak the truth here - who complained

trat wherezas I appreciate ministering to the Forces

on the Border, let us not forget that we as the Churca
facily eczlled lMethodist, we have got two groups. It

would be morally right if you are zinistering to one
group, to minister also on the other side, and the thing
was debated at Conference until my Church now has 10
accepted the point, that is the Methodist Church, 1if we
are tc do the ministering it would be good too to
rinister on the other side, that is to refugees. Cf
ccurse there are still pragmatic difficulties, in principle
we have accepted that we must minister also to the people
who are called refugees but of course there are some
practical difficulties there whick have to be locked at.

We are aware of the practical things, but in principle Wwe
bave agreed that it is good to mirister, these are all owr
children, and it becomes clearer now since 1 have become 20
he president of the Conference, because as the head of
the Church these are all my children, the white boys who

are there are my children, the Black children on the other

side are my children,.

Now, do you feel that it iz praectical in ministerin
to people in the refugee camps on the one hand, people in
the South African Defence Force on the other hand, for the
cnurches to esch go and act individually, O -5 2. Socs
rractical for that to te done through a body such as the
Zcuth African Council ¢f Churches? =-- Jf cource I mycsell 30

am / ...
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=m of the opinion that the churches, the denominations
cannot go it alcne these days, 1 think the churches have
to come ftogether to bear the witaess of Christ together.
Because when they are divided what 1s the witness of &
divided conmunity of the Church.

Thank you, l'lord, I have no further guestions.

ADV. VO LIZE=ES: Dr. HMgojo, how weoeuld you then describe

the relationship between the XMethodist Church and the
South African Couneil of Churches, do you support them
concistently throughout or are there certain areas in

waieh you don't support the Scuth African Courcil eof

Churches? === k'lord, Jjust =

2 I said that in any type
f organisation really there are some of the thinge what

vou ec2ll, you start what you call guestioning. I would

gay there are some of the things which the Methodist Church
hzs been unhappy about in the SACC just like any other
orgauisation, but as fer as supporting the SACC, my Church
is supporting the SACC. I mean the SACC is an organisation
¢f human beings, sinners subject to errors just like any

cther person, so there may be some of the things where the

Could you perhsps just give g practical demonstration

1

therse was rather & zap vhen tne ZACC =pcke you know, they

P - . - 5 - Lo - 4 F
e xz=, are you referrinz tc the szme gaps the

Reverend [ ...
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meverend Wing spoke about this mcrninzg? --- Tecg,

[}

ir.

You were present nere wnen ne spoke? ---— L Was here.

And you also heard me read out to tae Reverend Wing
the attitude of the Church Unity Comzission which
exsressed concern at that particular meetling accul the
manner in which the SACC existed and acted apart frez
the churches rather than with the churches, you neard
thet. = that also the [iethodist view? --- To 2 certain
extent althouzh I find that very much exaggeral ted, because
we send our reps to a2ll the meetings of the SACC. We nave
the reps, maybe if there has been scxe kini of, whzt you
ca2ll, they may heve been caused by communication, because
ine communication can really be 2 hindersnce in some of

things. Some cof the things are decided and then

vecause of communication some of the things are mooted,
gnd then such things do cooe up.

Yes, Doctor, let us just deal with this consultation

!
7
0
53
i
w

vetween the heads of the Church Unity Commissio

ezrly in 1951. Did that particular consuliaiicn find or

express ccncern at that meeting about the manner in which
tre SACC existed and acted apart from the churches rather
tharn with the churches? —-=- Ii'lord, I was nct there, 1
czn't comment on a mesting that I wzs nol presen

iiow, were you informed by the then presidead of the

ation reachked,

fak
)
o
]
g
ok

nethodist Church what decislon tThal

were you informed by your predecesiIcr tha% they expressed
corcern at that meetinz? =-— i'lerd, again I don's think
ive+t I would like to comment on that, because I az not

wnat you call clear sbout it, I would not liZe 1o comment

10
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Whe was the past precident, from vwhom did you take
over office? === 1 tock over from Dr.Ggubule, the
vice-president of the SACC.

And did you not discuss with him this 1921

L2
L]
]
@
£

tation on church unity? === k'lord, there are =o
many thingsz really we discuss in the Church, it is very

hard te =y really, I don't remember rezlly takinz it as

*-?

T

ect. It may have been discussed, tut there are so

zany things we discuss in the Churck, our own Church

things, domestic thinzs, I do not really want to commix
myseld and =ay that we sat here znd discussed the thing.

well, tell ze were you on the Executive of the

17 === In 1981 I was the president

£

¥ethodist Churech in 19
elact gnd I used te¢ attend the chairrman'e meetings.

Could I ask you then was this consultation reported
to you by your then president at an Executive Committee

et lns? ——— M'lord, unless I have the minutes in front

of ze of that meeting, I would not weaat toc commeat on that.

- e b

T don't heve the minutes of that meeting. As I say there

are so many thinzs that we discuss there,

3 - - - e . . I - F s = [
on the eancultation vetween the hezds ¢f tie Lnursh Unlty
- - - - | 17 o -
ccomiseicon and churchses was reported on? ——= 'llord, agaln
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tie minute~ are there, 17 it war dircucszed, if it wvazs On
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¥will what you call procers them with no doubt.

cHAIRMAN: I weould apprecizte it if you would see if they

are trnere and azke themr available to tre Commizsioxn,

beczuse ocne ¢f the thinzo waich has =ricen 2z = relevant
guestlon is the relationchip between the Zoutz african

Couneil of Churches and ite mexkter churcnes? ==- Tes, N'lord,

— 5= - - onws W
i

T-..-__-i- 3 o e = r
ASV. VOIS LIZEZS: Now you hoave also =

Q

ki
'

aing informins the Comziscicn that at the level of the

ordinary members of the Unifed Conzrszzsiionzl Church there

is not sufficient interest in the work of tne south Airican

reotes level, the guarterly zeetings, the Syncds and the
General Assembplies. Low let us tske <the grass roots 1
in the kethodist Churech, what dec you szy, is there
icient awareness &t grass roots level of what the
South African Council of Churches does? --- I would think,
'lord, on the grass roots level the crdinzry person who
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awareness is through the help of the ZACC, when the parents
what you call, are detained the SACC has helped the
children, through the Azingeni Fund the 3ACC has helped

+hoze people. It is only throush the help reslly wiers

I T T A ! R I T | m B 2 o aatee T wr Ay s e
they nave wruch information. That is woy I say thav Ine

i L]
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wavel o an orilinary person on the grase rooWs 1S 2 LDeacon

P L |
H'-lu-E b S

Wl Sl FOW LBLn 0L SIlE CYLaLToIy DoIucd agv you
' : i e e s s e
raferrins there to the one wWho hias vesn helgped by tone LACC

I mearn thoe neigfbours who are wisnerting shis and

20



what muszst

rocots level at hi= churen.

rot agres with him? === li'lord, once azgzin I ax

trying here to present what I undersiand as far

Courch is concerned, I am nct trying to make cc

Well I em acking you to make = cozna

if Heverend Wipg says

conscious of what the 3ACC doing, I will say

comzents 4differ wvery much. They understand

the Methodists, because azs fzr as the lethodist

concerned, I mean the cerdinary people

Eos been done by the 3ACS, they have

Kow if your gress roots level
in fact czees the SACC as 2 beacon of light, why

financislly? --- I'lord,

[ B w
SUWZEoI'L

said there is RZ2

But that was for the Secnreiner Coo

sor the oachreiner Come

=~
iz ta2le by ine Churenh,
A Fou Say you nave tiree-guarters of g
ceiters agrproximately? ——- 'lord, I za2id zo.

rison?

in tkhe Methodist Ch

have glrezdy

omission you

mnowledge
o you
just

2s my

mparisons.,

_— 10

well,

the grass roots people are not

that our
SACC from

people are

really tkere iz much

seen tThese
urca
don't they
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Aand there iz not 10 cernt= 2 hezad avzilsble for the

the refuzees, Dy refugees do you mean the people whe nave

problem, hew many refucees zre approximately = I know you
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would dc the sort of work which you had in mind? ——- There
are Chriztian Councils in Botswans but we are to liaise
with thez tc see vwhzt is happenins there, z2nd zgain we think
that iz in line with the theclogy of the Jcdy of Christ.
gard o your communigation with your own Churech':s
adiierents, how Jces communicaticn take pl=ce 2% the local
concregaticnzl level, ie 1t froc the pulpit or in what way?

= . - a n &1a — - iy -+ .- F -
2 =2y, o'lord, when we zeet at Conference we n=vs



and it means that they zust o back to what we call the
narterly meetins of sccieties znd be discussed there
9 ¥ »

if they are approved they are pasced throuzh our

thoze which are approved go tael to the Conference to
te polished and to be confirmed, because we avoid dictating
to the grass roots, everytaing zust come up throuszh

= - — - - = = -
discussion throuzh ceriain commitliees,

ADV, S0LOKCIH: Ho re-examination thank you.

\TENAN: Thank you very much for your ccniribution. 10

ADV, SOLOMOI: M'lord, I xenticned to your Lordship earlier

in Chambers that written subzissions from wvaricus overseas
viszitors were being prepared. These have been prepared
and I understand have arrived. I haven't had the chance
to examine them, mey we have & short adjournment?

TEE COMIISIION IS ADJOURNN=D,

H

HE COFMISSION RESUMES:

CHATRE AT s Sishop, have you any cbjecticn fo the taking

of the oath? ——= o

GUNGNAR LISLERUD, declsres under oath: 20

ADV. SOLOLCK: Bishop, you are a Dishop of the Church of
Horway, the Lutherazan Churech, is that correct? —=—- That is
coTrect.

lioW you have presented a2 written submission which
hozs been handed to the Commission. Would you tzke his
~oerdshiy through that sutzission and enlerge wherever you

f2el zppropriate? --- Thank you. I was born and raised 1

o3

Camerew . but I heve served ac a2 zissicnzry to Southern Africe

L2000 end FEul —.+y S0 19632, and I was then the princizzal oI
- - - -_ - - -
Latkh=rzn Theeoloziecsl Ceollege a2t hapunule, nzatzl., I oo = e



