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on behalf of al) those i n the country str i u i cg towards the
creation of a soc i etyfree of injustice mental and physical
suffering t greet this Conference of Deiocratic Health lockers .
This con+t dance comes at a moment i n our history when the country
i s suf

	

i n

	

he b i r thpangs of a new order' . The
s i gn i f i once i s e anted by the fact that the processe o4 breaking
down the ev i 1 system of apar the i d and bus 1 d I ng a new democratic
order 1; : taking place side by Side.

Health Workers have a special contribution to make in this great
struggle towards peace , democracy and Justice

You more than anybody else are sans i st i sad to the unequal and
unjust health system .You i n your dal 1 y work are faced with the br
u tal wounds of apartheid - the fragmentat i on and lick of co-
ordination of the health system, the insufficient funds allocated
to black hospitals and clinics etc,

I t i s clear that what i s needed i s a fundamental tranaformat i on
of the health system, one which is truly visionary and which
takes into account the real nature of the youth African society,
one which takes into account the deep process of creating a new
nation which our society i s presently embroiled in .

The past few years have seen the ideological di si ntergrat i on of
the regime . The ruling ideology i s rejected not on i y by the vast
majority of the oppressed but also by an increasing number of
p r o f f e s s i on a l s .---

Our struggle has also produced democratic organ I sat i ons on all
Fronts including the health front . These organisations have
developed a rich culture of democrar with themselves . Every
attempt i s being made to ensure that ~p I e a at the centre of
decsi on iak ing . The process of empow i ott sel was has also been
set In ot ion .

In my opinion this i pre , cise1y what the weekend conference is
al 1 about . We are searching for a health system that serves the
people but also i~ of yeas them .

On the health front we need to develop the theory and practice of
a People's Health System .

I f i t s the persuance of justice and demoracy geared towards
securing the physical, mental and social llbeing o4 our people
that moves thousands of our compatriots to commit the ultimate
sacrifice , than does this not make our people i n the i v i c ,
youth women and trade unions allies of the health workers, ,9
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Many of the issues which pr ress i ve organ i sat i orrs campaign
around ) are directly ll r raked to ark of the health workers, the
struQgl a for decent ~ous i rag, and the fight against poverty and
unemployment are gust some of the things which causes diseases
1 i ke TB, diarrhoea, pneumonia etc .



Proi cnall heal th workers need to se*rch for peopl a centred
n i at i ves and become organ i ca11 y 1 i n -iced to them with the aim of

enriching the process of deve op i ng a peop1 e's health system .

So let us squarely put our problem to the people and make it
known to them that the present health system fails to address the
root cause of the desease i, apartheid i tse j f Let us make i t
known to them health Markers face an impossible task as long as
apartheid remains intact .

Finally let us use this occassi on to strengthen and nur there our
resolve and cause . Let us with renetied vigour beckon the
freedom that looms i n the hor i 2on ._,
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