
CHATSWOR TH WOMEN FIGHT SCHOOL TRANSFERS
'o'E ARE A GROUP OF WOM EN FII~

UII I'!' 5 IN CH.\'I'S'o'ORTH. WE IIAIIT

OTH ER WOMEN TO KlfOW 110'0' 'o'OMJ1'l

I N OUR ~ OVERCAME A PARtIe·
ULAH PROBLEM . CIlI LDREN WERE
BEI IIG rollCRD 'ro A'I''l'END SCHOOLS

FURTHER AWAY PRCf4 THEI R Haoles .

BUT WE FOUGHT AGA I NST TH IS ' REZONI NG' . WE WAR T
eo SIlARE OUR EX PER IENCE WITH OTHER WOI'lEN. 'a

HOPE 'I'IIA'I' THIS WI LL HELP AND EIIC<lUR.l.GE OTHER

WOMEN I II THEIR STRUGGLES AGAI NST THE PROBLEMS
'l'SH TIlEY PACE .

i nfom ed parent e th.e.t their chlldren wer e tc gc
t o lIewha"en i na t . ..d ot . atno. aChool froll t he
begi nni ng of 1978 . When OChoo l r~ _open~d On
16 January 1976 , lIany parent. went wi t h tn~ir

Childr en t o compl a i n about the tran.ter.
Par~nta .upported e &O h other t n tlleir pro t eat
and deoided t o eit-tn a t t ile SOhoola until t he
tranat ora had boon r e".re"d .

Th. atory below i o. wri ttan up troll intervtewa
wi t ll many ot tile mothero who fO~ht o".r tile
tran. hr• •

' He.coi ng' wa s happenln& all ove r Cha t ewor t h at
the end of 1977 . The Departlllent or Indi an Edo e­

a U on wanted to trana r er chi l dr en to dUhrent
school • • Tnl o meant that 8o~e ohildr en would nave
to onange "ohool • • !'Ian.Y ]>eerle fo und problems

"I t o tnto ruoning . Ao we all 0010. from a
par t i oular read I n Chat allor th we are gOi ng t o
wr i t e a bOut th" s t rugg l e Whi ch too k place i n
our lU' e,, &Aatra and N.....hav .n 8c hooh. '!'his 1.

wher e nux eIper t ence waa , and " e wan t t o wrt t ~

about wha t we t elt. hoped and fo~ht for.

le t tera of tran. h r wer e sen t
the Children " r .porto on t ile
for the ,, ~ar o.ce.. ber 1977.

t o parent8 wH Il
da,y OChcols clcud
'!'hee" l . thre

"Some ot ",a had le t tera or tranofer . t hoae of
",a whO were gO ing to . nrol l our Ohildren f or
th~ tirot U m. i n tho aOhool had no t de" t llat
t h. r a had ba.n tilt , r ezoni ng. Whan Wa arrt".d
.. t tile aollool we found .. l ot ot' othfr moth"r• •
So we oat down and ,oin." thee in the prohat
ag..inat t ha tranof.ra . We war a a l l " ary ~ry.



Thi • • chool . a . in the same road tnat w. l ivod
i n ""~ 1~ t our ehlldr.n wo ro be i ng aont to
aeMol a"" . wh.re el ... The ot h. r s eM ol , ~.w

havo n, was & m~ch lenger wa l k away fe r
.omo of t n. chi1~ren . 0Ihy ahe~ ld o~r . ....n
chil ~ron , &n~ . o.e s i ckl y Chil dren nav . ~o

wal k aO far t o ocho ol . Wo w. r a .0 angry l

"I ((lilt. 011011) this becouse"':1 ~ter
is osthtl'loQtlc: a"d she ,urfers {ro", sltorl:
brl!'otlt i( site ll.If)/h ~ distonce, .~

lIhen we ..k.~ t he Principal why h. _ e do i r.g t hl a

ha . aid it waen ' t b.1. f ..ult . t he De l'lU"tlIIent h&~

dOne t he r . zoni ng . So • • • d4mand.d to ae. t he
peo ple trOlll t he iltt""..tIIl ent whO re ....pon.ab .
'then an In.p"c t or did a r r i . e didn ' t ~ iv . hIm
much ot a chanc • • V. ...ant . d t o • • 4 Mr, Krcg . t he
t hen D1rector of I ndi an &l~cUlon. AlIJ""ay . Ute
In.p~ct or thr4at en.d to eall ~h. polie. i f we
didn 't l.a • • the achool pr.mi. 4• • ' . w. r . ao angry

at t hia that w. narte~ e~ e .r i ,", hi. &n~ .nou tl~

j u. t any bad thi ng. at ni~ . ' e ~ e ren ' t e• •n &

.. , WOi,,'t Icared Or t.he poliC"e DI!C(>LI5e
I was f~ti"S for m'l cltild."

tiny ~i t afr .. id hee au . e W4 ~a ro !1gbting f or our
eb.1ldron . So th e lna p" ctor aai~ t hat h. ...o~ld ba
beC ~ in t. ant y mi nut .. ...ith an ""a~er . 'I'll4n be
went al an~ di dn 't OOllle ba OK ~..inl At on.
poi nt nen the PrinOi pal ret~.~ t o tal « t o ~ .

he l oc ked hi • • el f ~p i n hi. offi e • • aut ...e ~ e re

too angry to b4 put off . 0 we rushed t o hi . door
and thr..t.ne~ t o knoek I t ~own it he ~ldn ' t

eo• • out and t.l ~ ~o ~ • • Vo••n ~ ere e.. rryi ng
~he l.. s bc e. and Lt onee in their hand• • we ver e
pre par.d t o do any thing l

!he ~hol e . chool va . heing di. turbe~ hy ua bei ng

t her e . Even t he Pr • • • w•• thero an ~ that .&4e t he
Pr1neipal e.en .ore f r i ghtened ! Th. te.oher a and



ohi ldren oo~ldn 't oono entrate . rhi . mad. i t e~en

"ore ~rgent fo r t he Prinoipal to do aouthi~

q~io kly . So I t ~aa • good thing tha t ' a wer e
f ight i ng . hen aohool wa . open . We di dn ' t go away
un t i l the Prinoipal and ta.ohera l .ft everyd.y .

l t . ..eating wi t h the Pr lnoipal On One ot t he
daya we a poke out abOut our oOllplainta. We . a nt ed
to know why cur a..all ohildren wer e baing . ent t o
ao~ol . ao tar away when thi s one wa a ao near .
lnd e .peoial l y when ao•• children who li~ed fur_
thar . w. y than our ohi l dren wer a .ll owed to o..a

to this .0~01 • • • • lt looked like . bit of t a vour ­
Itla. ac.e~nere : We . er e afraid of wnat mi gbt
happen i t our Oh1ldren had t o ~al k ao far . Mot
only ~aa it very t iring , but one Ohi l d had
a l r&Ody bae n ki l l ed i n an .ooi dent on her • • y to
a . obool f ar away f roll her bc.e .

We went bac k to tha acbool e~ery da y t hat waak .
i t wa . a v.ry d i ff icult wee k oeo&u.& we had t o
ru. h t o do our houlework in t ne 1I0r ni ng . Then wa

had to ru lh bao k bOlle in t he a f t ernoon to Cock
aupper be f ore our buaband. oam e ..ok from wor k .

"We were (uned about .endins our
children S() for o wo:) . 1here ""ere 50

mon~ cro~si"5'5."

Som e WOllen alao had Job. in t ao tOrie • • ahop. or
offloe • • Wh. n they 1I1• • ed wor k to Joi n th .
prot.at th'y wer e t hr ea t . ned wi t h b. ing diami. aad.
So 1I0a t of the • • wo• • n w. r a torced to go bao k to
wor k . One WOllan who di dn ' t go bao k aotually l oat
her j Ob. But ahe di dn ' t mind _ a he wa . fi ght i ng
tor the c hl ldr . n c f our ar ea .

Some of ua got a 10t ot hel p and auouor t from
our familiae . So"'a of t he huo nand . came to tho
aehoole t oo when t hey c ould. In 80me f.... ill• •
ot her. who wer a at ho~e he l ped ua t o go an ~

fight by helping ua wi t h the rooking an~

houa ewor k. h ~, , ••
SooIe of u o didn ' t oa t "' '-'e.-,., ,~ ""
coo ked food tbat w. e k. """",_ .-
.... Juat bad br . a d and t o ....... """
and al ept , And 80fte of uo
had t o do al l the wor k a t
hOlle . bo.idaa apendi ng
a bOut flve houra a day
prote.t i ng about the
. choola .



~f ten young ohllaren o..e wi t h the ~ther.

teea~. e t he re wa . nobody e l . e to ea re for thel
a t ho-. . we put up wlth~ prOhl .,... . l'tIr
~\ano e , ..onglt ~ole of ~I- vho ga t her ed i n
\be Itree t e.. er r<l ftY to woH up t he hi ll to the
~ol i n a gr oup wI r e • 66 yeor old gr and ·
_ t h. r and an 6_on th pr egnan t

~~n: En .aay f or the
Wl>Ole week w. _ ed . I'e
wer e det.rel n.d to do l t
!>ee. o•• WI nre tighting
f or our c hil dreo ond all
t ho other children ot our
or...

Doring t he wook ot th o ,rot. ot ,
a bOut t hi r ty to t ort y of uo who
coul d oonag. a l oo ' et in t ho o.ooingl to
dee ld . wha t to do . . 0 baa . t art ed of f by oa oh
f i gh t i ng 00 our Own bo t our .truggl e had
h. cooe 0 unitod ooe , ae w.ro ti«ht lng togot her
tor tho r i ghts o t OI l oor chi l dr en . So hOWwe
n••ded t o plan t~othor what w. gOl ng to do and

""y. Attor 0 tow doy••.,. . poople 1rooI

crottdene R.s ldent. ' ~s.ooiotloo , tho . e-eunity
organiastioo In our or eo , . ... and J oi ned our
l oo t l nga , tn.y g... . UI ou ppert and holped u.
t. pl an our oot l on . ' or oI ..,le , we dls.u••ed
hO¥ wo should t ol k t o tho ¥rinol pol . Wo

a eo i d.d thot loft pol i t one • • woul d got uo nowtooro ••
.... nooded t o be w.ry angry a nd toroe th... ,..o /1 e­

I nto . nowor l ng our doaond . . At tho. o evening • • 0~IOgo
we a l ao l earn t 0 lo t o bOut organloatlon . . e oooh hod
I turn I t be ing Chalrper oon a t t be I • • t in« . Tel . g. .. .
poopl e eoco~eo.ot and prooti l e i o t a l king i n l a r ge
gr<>opol I. that it hol pold UI t o get ,.oro oootidenc o••

" e wer e d.~dlng t o . e. t he
poo ple ....oponolble f or t hi o

.....onlng . An ~M~.o tor

wbo had 000 ' t o o. e u.
hodo ' t boon fO ~.~ ,.uoh
ot • chonc . ~oau•• wo

wa nt ed to '.e ~r Y~og .

A. Mr Krog di1 n 't eO~.

to . ee u' , w. w .~t to
e e' 1l1~ :

Pour ~ hO. 011 par ontl w. nt to 01. fir Krog t o d.~0l\1 tho
I...dllt . retu~ t o Aotra of a l l t ho. e Ohi ldr l11 wno
l i ved oloe. r t o I t t han Me. Ho• •n . !hla 1.1egot l on
w~o . I ked to name t ho. o cbi11r .n. So, tho no,.. . ot
th. t oo . oot urg011t eae•• w. ro « I ven . lootly tho
. 10U y Or vo ry .all ohild ren . Tho.. Ohildren w. re
theo roturnod to A.tr. I~ed late ly . Iou 00. wo had n 't
boon . t raid to spoo k o~t _ booa uo . wo wor e So an~ry



W'E' \ooQIJl..O UK' 'M:lMEN 10 W~rTE fOIl 5PEAI< ~ lli.tI
\olE CAN SHooJl ' O1'£llliJ.ICE::'

WE 'MlIJlD Ull.E llJU -.:. : -
* Ln ll'i k _ '<MAT 'lOO WI#f b l!EAO MOOf.
a 5£tolO ~ AA~ MOJf ....Ar '~ WlPPE.....G IN 'Ot1Ull..~a.::O~~.::.;;:I£S""'~TlJRa:~u::.AJr"'S ThAf 1O:lU

* I'ELF' "Rl OIST1.'lIUfE SPfAk _ WllITE ,., 10 Y>,'1 HOW
MANY 'lW CN.l OlSTIlIlIUIE .... \Il:'I.JI!. AR£A .

'W~'lf 'n:-
Thl e Ie the 8tory of wha t happened in our ar. a . ~n

othera at other aOhoolo did oi . l l a r thIng • • • uo.
In one area the parent o e.en went on a pr ot •• t .are h
trOll one .chool to the nex t . All oeer the place
people wer e unltLng to delllaOd thol r rlgnto .

t he l ower cl • • • •• we r e al l owed to re tu~",;;;l:;;;~1
to b t r a . Through Our de te no i M tion to f1~ht

hard to~ether we had won ou r de~nd l

,I. we oaid _ It wa . n ' t al way. o,,"y . IIu t we were
d.tenolMd to fight . we beo..... . ..n . ore c ertain
thr ough our s t r uggl e that we can wi n when we are

uni t ed . Hany of u. J oin~d Crott dene Re.ldent . '
A• • ocl.tlon . tter this benau se altM~h

we had wOn One battle . the re wer e
.til l Many probl eM . In our area

tOot we needed tc do .oee _

thing about . IIut nOW
knew t hat

togeth. r we

cou t o.'.
(



A YIIORKING mum
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WATER FOR CLERMO:\'T
"--" 40 'lUllS MoO".

.. II... of waler l-tl _ . Ch.-~ _ ...

~n.d to ~BO "~i~tr.~loa orfleo t o "7
~n.~ tno, wor o ~1~ of .arror~ f ro. lae ..
of. propor va1.Or ...p pl, •

ft.., w. .... U N'd of w&lIJ.n« lOp at all _n of

tno ..1,p.~ 'to _ if ~ O)lO"in« bad boIb"l"

lO p ~ ..t or. I f 1 ~ bad Bot , tn., OBOV t o-r o
_ ld be ..0 ....,,1.l>C ..or _tin« t llO lln~ ", .

n..:!' wo... U r o<! of all&r1.&ll ...tn wl tA tAo

eow. aDd o ~".r anl..1& w~e" al.o ro ll••o<!

~boir ~bi rB t a t tho only r l • • r 1~ t o. ar ...


