Lamontville ___

“AS WE ARE WOMEN WE MUST GO FORWARD:

SPEAK spoke to women from Lamontville
about their women‘s group. The Lamont-
ville woman's growp is a branch of
the Natal Organisation of Women (MNOW)
NOW 1s 2 new organisation in Natal
- mainly in Durban and surrounding
areas.

FORMING THE WOMEN'S GROUP

The woman's group in Lamontville was
formed in Movember 1983, That time
we were planning our woman's group
as things were so bad,

Every thing was upside - down.
Nobody knew where they
were going to get help.
Things had
been very bad in Lamontville 1inm 1983.
There was fighting 1in Tlamontville
after Mr Dube was killed. Mr Oube was
a popular leader 1in Lamontville.
He was fighting against rent increases
He showed up how badly the administra-
tion board had been dealing with house
repairs. He.also showed how the com-
munity councillor's did not represent
the community. His killing was an

injury against the community because
he supported the struggles of the
community. After Mr Dube was killed
many police came in with tear gas.

They were coming in the houses of the
people and shooting tear gas. The
police were driving around Lamontville
shooting tear gas. It went on day in
and all night. Police camped up in
the hills by the clinic the whole
month wntil July., People could not
be on the streets at night. The police
would come into the houses - kicking

the doors and hitting people with
shamboks. One of the members of our
woman's group came home one night and

there was blood all over the house.
.

The police had hit her son. Women tell
of being raped by police at that time.

It was really bad. Then there was the
rent increase and the bus boycott as
well,

HELPING EACH OTHER

Our woman's group spoke about the
problems - children with no place to
stay, no food, no work. At first 15
women joined the growp. Each paid 50c
a month to save up to help each other
in the group who has problems. Maybe
some children can't go to school,
maybe somebody 1s sick and can't go

We held our meetings in one woman's
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home. After two months we moved to
the church. Now we meet at the church
every week. We elected a chairperson,
vice-chairperson, treasurer, vice-
treasurer, secretary and vice-secire-
tary and two organfisers.

TALKING TO THE
ADMINISTRATION BOARD

In Karch we decided to go and see the
superintendent of Lamontville, Mr
Turner, of the Port Natal Administra-
tion Board, as he was prepared to
close doors on people who had no money
to pay reat.

We organised as women because we would
be safe from tear gas and shooting
as woman and children. We could appeal
on behalf of our children. We wrote
a letter to take with us. When we came
there to Port Natal Administration
Board, the policeman at the gate said:
"You are not allowed to see the
superintendent .

We told him: “You're not allowed to
stop us at the gate.”

50 he said: “Alright, you can carry
on."

Mr Turner saild he would not see all
of us. We said that we were all toget-
her . He asked us what we were com-
plaining about. We asked him why the
rents were going up whem the houses
were cracked and broken. Why are they
closing houses when people can't pay
rents. They should speak to the people
first and ask them why they are not
paying reat before closing houses and
taking furniture.

While we were at the Administration
Board office we saw policemen gather-
ing around with their guns. But this
did not worry us - nothing happened

with them,
E

Mr Turner said he would take our com-
plaints to Mayville. But we knew he
did not take our letter there. Instead
he took it to Ms MNxasane, who is a
councillor, He said we must talk to
the councillors and mot to him.

There is no point in
to the councillors
We cant spenk to them

becouse thcg do no-
fhng for the people.

Mothing has happened about the letter.
ke have since asked Mr Turner where
the reply 15, and he said:"They cam't
reply from Mayville, and | don't know
why.* When we said we want to go to
Hayville, he said:"You can't see them.
You have to wait until [ tell you.®

REPAIRS USED TO GET DONE

Things were different before. This
was about 1960 when we were under
Durban Corporation, The buses from
Lamontville to town were only 5c, and
return was 10c. THe rent for a three
roomed house was R1-25 per month in

the 'New Look' section. Flats cost
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R&5-00 plus 20c for the school lewvy.
There were no community councillors
at that time.
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The houses were painted every year.
WHen the windows were broken they
would go to the office and they would
be replaced. Now they just put plastic
in. The toilets when they jammed, the
plumbing people would come and fix
it without charging. Now they don't

come at all. Even the doors, When they
were broken - they would come and
bring new doors and take the old one
back. If there were holes in the roof
they would come and fix them. When the
owner of the house was sick they
would tell the office. The family
would not have to pay until the owner
was well again. When a person lost
his Jjob he was supposed to report

until he got one. Now they just move
the people out and take the furniture
away.

And as we are women we say, “"We must
mave forward, WE camnot delay while
things are so bad in Lamontville.

We have discussions. For example we

discused that we do not want Lamont-
ville to go to KwaZulu. We will lose
our rights if we do.

We want to do sewing and knitting and
crotcheting so that we cam sell what
we make for money. A lot of women can-
not do it and others will teach them.
We will use the money in the treasury

to buy wool. Many women in the group
&

are domestic workers and others are
factory workers,

We work with other organisations in
Lamontville - JORAC (Joint Rent Action
Committee), JCC (Joint Commutors
Committee), Malayo (the youth argan-
isation) and COSAS. there is a Jjoint
co-ordinating committee where there
are representatives of the women's
group, JORAC, JCC, and Malayoe. If ther
is going to be a meeting or an issue
in the community we all work together
at it. We share costs too - say of
a loud speaker for a big meeting. Each
organisation must raise money for it.

When there is any meeting we ask to
speak for 5 minutes to tell the people
about our women's group.

Another thing, the women said we must
write a letter to the women of Hamba-



nati and we have to ask tE‘:“E:umen of \ 1'1 ]1 I 77
Chesterville and the women of Klaar- | IHlt‘lh
water. And all these women safd we "y”ll
have to go and see Mr Kornhof about
Lamontville incorporation into Kwa-
Zulu. We do not want to go to KwaZulu.

We will lose our section 10 rights,

and then belong to a 'homeland', and
have to pay R1-00 at the labour bureau
to get a job - Tike Kwa Mashu.
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