ADDRESS OF COMRADE WAILTER

SISULU, DEFPUTY PRESIDENT OF THE

AFRICAN NATITIONAL CONGRESS ., To
THE NATTOHNAIL CONGRESS OF THE
SOUTH AFRTCAN COMMUNILIST PARTY .

SJOHANNESBUORG , S5 DECEMBER 1991

COMERADES !

rrTr IS A GREAT HOHNOUR FOR ME TO
ADDRESS THIS 8TH CONGRESS OF THE
SACE ON BEHALF OF THE AFRTCAN
NATIONAIL CONGRESS .. WHEN SOUTH
AFRITICAN COMMUNISTS MET AT THE
LAST LEGAIL N ATIONAL FORUHM OF THE
FARTY ON THE EVE OF THE ADOFTION

OF THE . SUFFPRESSION OF
COHMHHMUNISHM ACT™ OF 1950 HNHOT MANTY
PEOPILE— EVEN WITHIN THE PARTY

ITTSELF— BELITEVED THAT THE PARTY
WOULD WITHSTAND THE VICITOUS
ONSLAUGHT THAT THE NATIONALISTS
UNLEASHED ON IT. THE VERY FACT
THAT THIS HISTORIC CONGRESS rs
TAEKETNG PLACKE HERE IN

TJOHANNESEBEITRG BEARS TESTIMONY TO
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THE RESOLUTEHNESS.

TENACITY AND PERSEVERANCE OF THE

SACE . THAT THE COMMUNIST PARTY
SURVIVED FORTY YTEARS OF
PERSECUTION I's ALSO DUE ., IN NO

SMAITL.IT. MEASURE, TO THE ROCEKE—-SOLID
BOND BETWEEN THE PARTY AND THE
NATIONAL LIBERATION HMOVEMENT .

THI S BOND BETWEEN THE ANC AND
THE PARTY IS A PRODUCT OF THE
STRUGGL.E ; IT IS A BOND FORGED
AND TEMFPFERED ITN THE CRUCIBILE OF
A COMMHMON RESOLVE TO RID OUR

PEOFPLE AND OUR COUNTRY OF THE

SCOURGE O¥r INSTITUTIONALILISED
RACTSM ., NATIONAL OFPFRESSION AND
EXPLOITATION ; LT LS Al.S0O A

CRUCTIAIL FART OF OUR FPRESENT AND

FUTURK STRUGGIL.E . OUR BOND WAS
NOT FORMED OVERNIGHT . IT TOOEK A
ILLONG TIME BEFORE THE ANC AND THIX

COMMUHNISTS OVERCAME SUSFICION OF
ONE ANOTHER .



WE TOOEK A LONG TIME BEFORE WE
LEARNT TO UNDERSTAND AND RESFPFECT
ONE ANOTHER . REVOLUTIONARY
GIANTS LIEKE MOSES EKEOTANE, SJUSUF
DADOO, J_BE_MAREKES, ABRAM FISCHER.

RUTH FIRST AND MANY OTHERS
FIL.AYED AN IHMFPFORTANT ROILE IN
DISFPELLING MUTUAIL
MISTRUSTS _HAVING FOUND EACH
OTHER WE BEGAN TO ACT JOINTLY IN
THE INTERESTS OF THE
OVERWHELHMING MAJORITY OFr OUR
FPFPEOFPLE . DURTNG THIS FERITOD WE

GATHNED A T1.OT FROM ONE ANOTHER

AND ., TN NO SMAT.T. WAY .,
CONTRIBUTED TO EACH OTHER S
FOLITTICAIL AND ITDEOILOGICAL

DEVELOPMENT _THE SEVENTY FIGHTING
YEARS OF OUR AL.T.TANCE HAVE
BROUGHT Us HMUCH CLOSER ToO OUR
CHERISHED GOATL. OF¥r FREEDOM FOR
AT.T. OUR FEOFPLE _ T IS THEREFORE
WITH DEEF FPRIDE AND GREAT JOY
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THAT THE ANC EXTENDS TO YOU WARM
AND FRATERHAIL GREETINGS ON THI =S
MOST IMPORTANT OCCASTON .

YOUR STH CONGRESS Irs TAKITHNG
PI.ACE AT A VERY CRUCITIATLI. TIHME 1IN
THE HISTORY OF OUR COUNTRY .
NEVER BEFORE.,., IN OUR LONG AND
ARDUOUS MARCH TO FREEDOM , HAVE
WE BEEN S0 NEAR TO VICTORY . THE
MORE THE REASOHN WHY Wk SHOULD

ACT PURFOSEFULLY. DECISIVELY AND
RESOILUTEIL.Y TO ENSURE THAT
LIBERATION IS NOT DEILAYED A DAY
LONGER . WIE ARE , THEREFORE,
CATL.T.ED UFPON TO DEFEND THIE GAITNS
WE HAVE MADE 50O FAR AND ADVANCE
THE CAUSE OF TOTAL LIBERATION.

SITNHCE THE ILAST CONGRESS OF THE

= ACE OUOR STRUGGI.E HAS BEEN
ELEVATED TO NEW HEIGHTS. THROUGH
OUR SJOINT EFFORTS AND THOSEKE OF

OTHER DEMOCRATIC FORMATIONS NOT



ONLTY HAVE WE COMFPEI.IL.ED THE

REGIHME TO UNBAN THE PEOPLE " S
ORGANISATIONS, REILEASE MOST
POLITICAT. FRISONERS. ALT.OW
EXTILES TO RETURHN HOHME . BUT WE

HAVE AI.SO

SUCCEEDED IN PERSUADING THEHM TO
ACCEDE TO THE DEMAND FOR A
FEACEFUIL NEGOTIATED SETTILEMENT _
THESE ARE OUR RIGHTFUL VICTORIES

AND WE HMUST CIL.ATHM THEHM _

WE HAVE : MANAGED TO REGITSTER
THESE VICTORIES BASTCAT.I.Y
BECAUSE WE HAVE ACTED TH UNITY

AND UNITED ITHN ACTION. OUR COMMON

EFFORTS HAVE PRODUCED A
GQUAT.TTATIVELY NEW SITUATION — A
SITUATION WHICH DEMANDS Fi\ MUCH
BROADER UNITY THAT EXTENDS
BEYOND THE TRADITIONAL
REVOLUTITONARY FORCES . WE HAVE

THEREFORE SOUGHT TO ENGAGE OTHER
PATRIOTIC AND FPROGRESSIVE FORCES




I N PURSUOILIT OF OUR COMMON
OBJECTIVE OF DESTROYILING
APARTHEID AND NATITONAIL

OFPFRESSITON. AS A RESULT OF THIS

INITIATIVE WK FORMED THE
PATRITOTIC FRONT . WE ARE
THEREFORE DETERMINED, EVEN IN

THE FACE OF FUTILE ATTEMFETS TO
WEAEEN IT, TO FURTHER STERENGTHEN

THIS NEW AND ITMFPFORTANT VEHICLE

OF STRUGGLE.

THE AFRICAN NATTONAI. COHNHGRESS Irs
MORE THAN SATISFIED WITH THE
PROGRESS MADEK THUS FAR LN
FREPARATIONS FOR REAIL AND
GENUINE NEGOTIATIONS. WE ARE

FLEASED THAT AT T.AST A DATE HAS
BEEEN SET FOR THE CONVENTION FOR
A DEMOCRATIC SOUTH AFRICA. AS Wk
ENTER THIS TERRAIN rT WILIL. BE
TMEPFERATIVE FOR OUR ALILTANCEK TO
ENSURE THAT THE END FRODUCT OF
THIS FORUM WILIL. BE AGREEMENTS ON
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TIIIZ CONVOCATION OFr AN ELECTED
CONSTITUENT ASSEMBI.Y AND AN

INTERIHM GOVEERNHMHENT OF NATITONAIL

UNITY .
AS Wi GEAR OURSELVES FOR
NEGOTITATITONS WE ARE ONLY TOO

AWARE OF THE MANY AND DIFFICULT
CHALLENGES AHEAD . WE SHALL B E
CALLED UFON TO CARRY THE MASSES
OF OUR FPEOFPLE AILONG WITH US AS
WE

HAVE DOHE IN THE PAST. WE MUST
THEREFORE CONSTANTILY ENGAGE OUR
STRUCTURES AND AT.T1. OTHER
PATRIOTIC FORCES TO ENSURE THAT
THE DECISITONS WE ARRIVE AT ARE
TRULY REPRESENTATIVE AND
REFLECTIVE OF THETITR ASFIRATIONS
AND INTERESTS .

IF wWE ARE TO SUCCEED AT THIE
NEGOTITATING TABLE Wk SHOULD
STRENGTHEN OUR UNITY , FOR OUR

LIBERATION STRUGGLE EEQUIRES NOT
ONLY BROAD UNITY . IrrTr AT.S0



REEQUIT RES TILIGHT UNITY AT THE
CENTRE . IT REQUIRES B FOWERFUL
ENGITNE THAT PROFPEILS THE
LIBERATION HMOVEHMENT AS A WHOILE .

THAT ENGINE IS OUR ALLIANCE., LN
FARTICULAR THE UNSHAEKABILE
ALITI.TANCE BETWEEN THE ANC , SACEF
AND COSATU. WITH =UCH A FORCEK

WE ARE IHN A FOSITION To GUIDE

THE EKEY COMPONENTS OF OUR
STRUGGLE AND ENSURE THA'T THE
AT.T.TANCE

LEADS THE ENTIRE COMHMUNITY OF

OFFRESSED AND DEMOCRATIC SOUTH
AFRICANS |

OURS LS A HATIONAIL LIBERATION
STRUGGIL.E , WHOSE MATHN OBJECTIVE
Is NHOT ONLY THE ATTATNMENT OF
FORMAIL PDLITIC&L FREEDOM. WE IN
THE ANC AND ITHNHNDEED ITN THE ENTIRE
ALLTANCE RECOGHISE THAT THE
FREEDOM OF OUR FPEOFLE WIILI. MEAN
LITTLE IF THEY HAVE THE VOTE BUT
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HAVE HNHO HOUSES HOR I.AND . I'T WIII.
| S D OF I.ITTI.E SATISFACTION I¥F
THEY STILIL SEND THEILR CHILDREN
o) SCHOOIL.S THAT FPROVIDE GUTTER
EDUCATIOHN. IF THEY HAVE TOTAILLY
THADEQUATE HEAI.TH CARE., I THEY
REMATN JOBLESS OR THOSE WITH
WORE GET FPITIFUL WAGES.

WE IHNH THIE ANC BEILTEVE THAT A
CONSCIOUS EFFORT HAS TO BE MADKE

TO ENSURE THAT THE SOCTITAL AND
ECONOMIC THBALANCES AND

INEQUAT.TTITES OF THE EFAST ARE
REDRESSED AND THAT THE ECONOHMY
BE DEVELOFPED O ENSURE GROWTH
AND AT.S50 FPROVIDE A BETTER IL.TFE
FOR AI.TI..

THOSE WHO BECAUSE OF THE COLOUR
OF THETR SEIN HAVE BEEN DENITED
THEIR FUNDAMENTAIL RIGHTS NEED
SPECIAIL. PROVISIONS TO ENSURE
THAT THESE ARE RESTORED To
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THEHM . THIE DEHMOCRATIC STATE WIilI.I.
HAVE TO TAKI ACTIVE STEFS TO
FROVIDE LAND ToO THE LANDILESS ,

HOMES TO THE HOHMELESS, EDUCATION
TO THE UNDERPRIVIILEGED AND
DEFRIVED .

TO DEEFEN NATIONAIL I.TEERATITON

BEYOND PURELY FOLTITTICAL RIGHTS

LS A SHARED PRINCIFILE OF THIE
ENTIRE ATL.T.TANCE _ TRUE TO THE
SFIRIT OF¥F THE FREEDOHM
CHARTER.THE ANC, SACF AND COSATUO

ARE COMMITTED TO ENSURING THAT
ATL.T. OUR FEOFPILE SHARE IN THE
WEALTH OF OUR

COUNTRY _ LT Irs OUR COMEBEINED
EFFORTS THAT WII.T1. DETERMINE
WHETHER OR NOT THE LIBERATION OF
OUR COUNTRY HAS ANY MEANING FOR

ORDINARY FEOFPLE.

IT IS SATD THAT WE ARE TIN THE

FINAIL FHASE OF OUR LIBERATION.
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THIS MAY BE TRUE.,., BUT WE HEED TO
RECOGNHNISE THAT THE RESISTANCE OF
THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN BENEFITING
FROM APARTHEITID Al.l THESE YEARS
IS YET TO BE BROEKEEH. WE HNHEED TO
RECOGNHNISE AT.S0O THA'T THOSE WHO
SEEER TO FPROTECT WHITE MITNORITY
PFPRIVILEGES MAY RETREAT FROHM ONE
DEFENCE ONLY TO HOIL.D THETITR I.THNE
AT ANOTHER POINT . IN THIS
REGARD , THEREFORE . rTr Irs
INCUMBENT UFON s TO EXERCISE
MAXTHMUHM VIGIILANCE _

TN CONCIL.USTON ., I WOULD IL.IEKE TO
WISH YOu WEILL IN YOUR
DELITBERATIONS . I AM CERTAIN THA'T

THESE WIILIT. BE AN THFPFORTANT

CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS THE SUCCESS
OF OUR STRUGGILE FOR A UNITED,
DEMOCEREATIC, NON—RACTATIT. AND NOHN—

SEXTST SOUTH AFRICA.

L.ONG LIVE THHE TRIPARTITE



