IN HONOUR OF CCK I.B.TABATA'S BIRTHDAY ON THE 1UTH JUNE, 1989.

Today we are all gathered here, those from home and close friends from
Zimbabwe ko celebrate and give honour to Com. I. Bangani Tabata on his

80th birthday. An outstanding fact of history comes to mind that a
liberation struggle can and does attract the most intelligent and most noble
of §¥ mankind. We can say without the least doubt that Com. Tabata has in the
course of his long life from his early twenties to his eighties , a period
of more than 50 years, never awerved from the revolutionary path he had
early decided to follow. He has maintained throughout his life the outlook
of a revolutionary whose theory mntuhng;hiu praxis.For in truth he has
always been no armchair politician, "amd has contributed an untold wealth of
ideas, knowledge and hardwon experience and has been and still is a source
of inapiration, not only to the members of the many organisations he helped
to found but to the scciety at large - the international community foe so
all em—embracing are his interesta.

At home he was regarded as an indefatigable organiser, an orator with warm
natural gifts, a political philosopher but nlnqga a gifted writer. He is a
co=founder ol a host of organisations on the national liberatory front as well
as on the radical left.

The first organisation which he helped to establish was the All=African Con-=
vention in 1935 to meet the onslaught of the then Hertszog Govermment against
the last remaining political and land rights of the African voters in the
Cape Frovince. In his book "The Awakening of a Pecple" at an early age, he
raveals his understanding of the issues at stake and the early groping of
a pecple towards the understanding of their plight and their failure to
free themselves at that time from White liberal tutelage and forge an inde-
pendent struggle. It is a claseic of the period, much in demand and much
asought after.

When scon after the Government launched another onaslaught againat the
Coloured pecple to rob this section of their voting rights and create a
separate Coloured Affairs Council and a Coloured Affairs Department along the
same lines as the Blacks, Com Tabata and others formed an organisation
called the ANTI-CAD COM. to oppose this scheme and launched a Boycott cam-
paign against those quislings who wanted to stand as candidates in this
apartheid representation. The BOYCOTT struggle roused the Coloured people
from their slumber and provided an unique opportunity to put before the
masses what the real aspirations of the oppressed were i.e. the struggle for
full democratic rights in the land of their birth.

It was then that the seeds of unity were planted amongst the oppressed. The
method of divide and rule giving one section i.e. the Coloured pecple a few
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mors r;ghtu and 80 divide them had come to an end and the time hed scomse

for unlty amongst the cppressad izg.damund their righta to liva as frea human

bheings with demooratio rights. In 1943 membere of the All=African Convention
and the AR#1l-Cad met in Blocemfontein and agreed toc form the Non=Buropeaa n
Unity Movemaent, now the Unity Movement, on the basles of a comron programmae

= the 10=PCINT PROGRAMME and a policy of NON-COLLARORATIONR WITH TEE OFPRES3OR.

Thua armed with the auocess of astablishing unity At lenat rmongat two of

the cppreassed groupa {as we know at that tims the Indian organisation the
3.4.I.C. was dominated by the marshant clasa which was only intsrestad in
retaining their bumsinesn rights and licances and when approached amid that thst’
they did not wantEﬁpsut the status quo) the Unity Movement now launched a masa=
ive campaign agninet the 3 Native Aots and those who had atood for electiona

to the NRC and thnauvhﬁgﬂgupruauntnd the Blacks in the Senate and in the

Assembly. By thia time tha pecplw wera already bitterly disillusioned with

the FRC and the grnwingfggﬁggsa?gn lawa whioh appeared on ths statute book.

Com Tebata and other members of the Unity Movement played an nctive part
in all theee campaigna. o cams oms LAad A tornds " Lo, far: g el On ,y
g P bt of T bclttmtict s i Boyeft, S comna ot Sent oo o ATyl
But it will ba his work amongast the peasantry that will be romembesrad by many -
in South Africa. Every year he woudd spend monthe amongst the peasantry, learn—
ing to understand their problems, learning te understand their kind of language
anlightening them and organising them. In his pamphlet "“The Rehabilitation
Scheme — the New Fraud" he exposed and sxplainad the scheme to the peanants
a8 a diabolical method to rob them of their remaining cattle nnd thair land
and waa abls tﬁhfind A Egzzﬂgig in thes Act,; namely that the pensants had 4o
agrea firat bhafcre the achnmu1cnu1d e impoeed. The purpose of courae waa to
ancka them cut of the re=erves and provide chmap labgour for the minea and thae
farma. It was in the Tranekel in Mt Ay1iff where he wae arrentad During the
trial he ampeciglally prolonged the cutoome of the case ao that the pemaants
gould come to know that the Rehabilitation Schame could net be imposed by
foroe if the peasants oppossd it. The peasant ptrugglesof the 40's and 50's
which thoas 1n the urban arepe knew nothing abocutwere mapeive revoltaspreading
throughout the Transkel, Pondoland, Natal, Pietersburg in Tranavaal and
Wipieshoek in the COFS . Trese areas wers literally on fires, the army was called
in and hundred exiled killed and massacored over all the harsh measures to rTob

———
the psasentry of their cattle sndreyti¥ss land.

In 1948 The Naticnalist Party came to power and soon after the arch Naszi Hendrik
Yarwoard bacame Prime Miniatsr. It wea ha who formulated the ¢bhbnoxious ideas
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on which Bantu Education was based and it was under his rule that it was im-

posed In 1956 the firﬂtlﬁ-yuar ban was imposed on Com Tabata (those before him
had received a maximum of 3 years and he was confined to Cape Town. It was

during this periocd that he wrote "Education for Barbarism", a book that has
been published time and time asain . Were he analysed "the historical rmzmsmmx
political background of Afrikanerdom to this apartheid outrage on the Blacks
and painted a devastating picture of the debasement of tenchers and pupils
under this system. It gives justification for the Soweto Revoclt of 1976 two
decndes befcre it happened.
During the sixties ,opppression against the Blacks incrensed under the
Apartheid regime and most political organisations went und-rpround or disbande
Yet in aspite of that the leadership of the U.M. deided to form "The African
Feoples 'Deroeratic Union of S.A. (AFDUSA) to cater for the need to rally
individuals rather than iﬁﬂﬂhdiua « In his Presidential Addreas to APDUSA
he stated "“APIUSA believes that in any society the people who create wealth
and oivilisation and therefore are responsible for the progreass of mankind,
are those who provide labour in its many forma. Ilere in S.A. the bulk of the
peoplewho create the wealth of the country are precisely thcse despised and
neglected workera in the gold and coal mines, on the sugar plantations
(Natal) the White farms and in the "Native Reserves".

"We believe that only that class which has a historical future can lead
society out of the present crisis. History has placed the deatiny of our
scciety in the hands of the toiling masses. If we are to succeed in our task
of liberation we must link ourselves dynamically and inseparably with the
labouring c¢lassesa. Without them we are nothing. With them we are everything
and nothing can stand in our way. No power on earth can hold us back in

our march."

In April 1963 Co. Tabata left Cape Town for Natal where the last reeting of
the U.M. was held with representatives from all the provinces. The Con.
decided to send COmrades Tabata, Gool and Honono out of the country for reasons
of their personal safety and alsc to seek help for the organisation from the
OAU. Com Tabata kmidxjmwxt was frpe from his ban, Com Oool wna still under a
ban and Com Honmono was under Lcuau arreat in the Transkei. On Saturday, the i
10th August they mmmrmity farxdwgxitsmdxsmid secretly left waziland for
Tanzania and finally reached Dar es Salaam on the 14th August 1963.

In September this year we will be 26 years in exile but during this period
Com Tabata has never ceased to write pamphlets,articles and a number of books
dealing both with the international problems but alsc with the struggle on
the national front. In conclusion one may in absclute terms here is-»a-man
whose 1ife has ‘haf;ﬂ'ﬁf with the liberation struggle at home and 'I‘”?Ug;;:l!t!

pursuance of that goal . -
hf; 5;£M3¢_*



