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THE BLACK SASH

5 lONG STREET .lolil)W9I'lAy. noo· TEL 615-3513· t ....... _1 pm. MONDAY _ FflIOr4T

i

OPENING OF NATIONAL CONFERENCE ~"Cl'l 2nd 1"fl I Durb.n I

What dpt. FREEDOM ...n - end dpt. it PAtte.. anyw'y?

·Show s the ..,y to f ~a.. "-ndel •••y. ·'....90. no.".
Show s t~ w'y to f ~c. in this l.nd of Afric.,-

The wora "' ....90.· riog8 out 1n the sonQ••nd llylnQ cri•• of
opp......d P40pl...v ...y........... n'l' concept of , dOll c.n 'n.pi ....
p«opl .. to ,.•• ist unjust r ... l ••nd to I,&nlt«, in spIt.. of ah,iaion,
to oppo., • common .n.~y. Yet it i. ofteft .n unO"1n«o term,
.10011yl00 m.... ly to tho•• who us. it ,n im~.di.t. ch.nO" in the
... L.tions of PO"'" .no the ,....ov.l of P.....l'lt ..ul..... It c,n
..v..n b'c~. 1lttl. mo... th.n • sloo.n,

T.... ch.ll.nO' to .. to coneid.... mo..., C....fully ..h,t ·f ....oom·
....n. c.M" ioiti.11y .Imost 4 Y"" .go in tn. for. of .n
invlt.tion tro~ J.~. for Ju.ti~. to .P9ak at the .nnu.1 FreeGO­
SeGer - to ~elebr.te the P•••over fe.tival and thAt gre.t of .~t

of 11b11raHon, the e_odu. fr_ Egypt.

The I.r.elite. ~ho liv~ in Egypt unGer the initi.1 prote~tion ot
Jo.eph ~re .ble to pro.o-r - to bII fruitful and .ultiply anG to
grow .trong .nG n~rou. ao thAt they bIIc... vi~ ••• thr.at
to the Egyptian., ~ho in turn ~•• t t ••k•••ter. ov.r t~ to
.fflict the. with he.vy burGen.. . and the I»Ople of '.r••1
groan.d unG.r their bClf'ld.g.~ 1800k of E_Ddu.l. Pl\er.Oh
r ••i.t~ the c.11 to ~l.t .y peopl. go~. but hi. power and
.trength ~r. not enough to .t••p out their need to liv. ap.rtfp._ hi. "ul••

There i •• powe"ful iepul •• in hu-.nkind to be f,. ... to hAy••a.e
cont,.ol ov.r on.'. li1••nd on.'. choi~••• to hAy. ,.ight. which
.r. ,...pecteel .nd prot.ct.d • .and to pl.y on.'. p.,.t in ....ping
.nd dir.cting on.·s soci.ty.

This ls ~h.t ~ s ..k, but in a ti•• 01 repre.sion .nd of
r.st,.lction., .chieving it will t.k. courage .nd d.t.r.in.tion.
Llk. the ,.,.••Iit••• ~ .,.••a.eti... Gownh•• ,.t.d .nd -brOken
.pi"it.G~. Ther. i •• t••pt.tion to be ov.rca.e by d••pair ••nd
to l.t f ••r .nd pr.judi~. b. vi~toriou., W. look b.ck ov.r th.
past Goz.n y.ar••nd ••• ~.v.. of popul.r r •• i.t.nc. count.reel
~ith ev." stronger ••••ur... Th. st,..tegi•• of tho•• in pow.r
become mar••opni.ti~.t.d, .nd the bitt.r pill ot bondage is
.~•• t.n.d by a ~oatino ot reform,

w. look .t the hiOh cost of the ~onfli~t - • cost not only to
stability, to tn••~on_y, to possibiliti.s to" educ.tion anG
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Alf ...o St.p.n .... it•• ··W. <:.nnot f.il to ...c0<;lni •• the co.t of
fo .. f.itin<~ O."'o<:... cy fo .. the illu.ion Of o ..d ... t".t .. ",i1it... y
".01",. i"'po.... Wh.th... on. count. this <:O.t io t ..."'. of p.ool.
0 ••0 0" ·dl•• pp d·. 0" of in.titutloo. Oi.",.otl.d. 0" Of
i<;lno...o<:e fO.t d by <:.o.o...hiP. 0" of ... fO .."'.... ¥ilifi.d. It
.",ount. to • d.¥•• t.tioo 00 .oci.ty ..ould .. illio<;lly b .. ioO upoo
it •• IL"

~••Od. th.t io ...<:.nt ¥i.it. to South A", ic...h.t h. h•• found
io.t••d of p..o",ilit...y ••nti",.ot i. ~. 0 <:o"''''it",.nt to
d."'O<:".<:y. oot ••• ",••n. to .om. oth nO. but •••0 .nd io
it•• lf •• p...",.n.nt ¥.Iu.. • t". ·bul k· h•• f.ll.d ••nd
ooly d."'O<:".<:y io it. ",o.t .",pl •••0 ••• <:.0 p..ot.<:t o.tion. f ..o",
the .uff i0<;l .0 ",.oy in L.tin A",... l<:. h.¥•••p... i.o<:.d 0" ....
• till •• p i.n<:i0<;l." (10 With Fri.od. Lik. Th•••• the A", i<:••
W.tch ...po.. t 00 ~u",.n Rioht••od U. S. poli<:y in L.tio A", i<:••
• Oi t.O by Cyothi. B..o ..o).

I ..oulO .1.0 .Od th.t it i. t".Oi<:.lly .¥iO.ot th.t oft.n ..h.o
the t •• k of <;Io¥...o ....ot ~•• b.en .u.....od....O ioto ",ilit...y h.nO.
it i ••• t ...",.ly difficult to .ff.<:t the <:h.no. to <:i¥illy .1.<:t.O
<;Io¥...n",.o t.

Th. 1•••00 to b. I o.d fo .. u. In South Af .. i<:. i. th.t <:.ooot
.ffo..d to buy the fo ..", plus ...p ..... lon p.<:k.O.. W•• I dy •••
• 0 ",.oy .y"'pto"'. of • p..ofounOly uoO.",o<:... ti<: .oci.ty.

A look b.<:k .t 1988 .nO fo .......d ioto this y .... • 1....Oy b.<;Iun •
... conf ..ont.d ..ithe

the dpnl.1 of 10for",.Uonl the continuio<;l .t.t. of
.......o.ncy ".<;Iul.tion. <:u"b the f ....dom of the P ..... I ¥.lu.O .nO
cou".<;I.ou. n .... p.p.... h.¥. b••n und.... tt.ck. .u.p.nd.d, b"nn.O •
.....n.dl ou.. o ..n publi<:.tion. h.¥. b••n .ff.ct.d ...lth
Thp Tri.1 9f thp 13 O.<:I ....d ~<:ondition.lly not unO•• i ...bl."
(i ••• di.t.. ibutlon 11",it.O to ...<;Ii.t....d lib..... i •• ) .nd <:"."0••
b.in<;l in¥•• tio.t.d .o.in.t ou" "'.o.zin.~ in t ...",. of
."'."<;I.ncy ".<;Iul.tion.. BI.<:k $ ••h "'."'b.... h.v••cti¥.ly
.uppo.. t.d the c.",p"ion to SAVE THE PRESS.

dptpoUpo.. in the fi ... t t ..o ",onth. of this y .......0....0
.tt.ntioo h". be.n 0 .....0 to the •• ti",.t.d 1000 0 .. "'0". p.opl •
• till in O.t.ntion (.0"'. of th••••till uod... IB y of .<;1.).

Th....pidly .p....dio<;l hun<;l." .t .. ik., the publi<: p u it
.Ii<:it.d .nd the 1 d.n<;l." of d•• th., 1.0 to .0 unp c.d.ot.d
~•• tino betw••o I y.... (who ...... f •• tl00 th.",•• I¥•• ). chu ..ch
1••0 ..... • nd the Mini.t... of L.w .nd 0 ..0.", M.. AO.. i ••n Vlok.
A••u nc•• of • ".ub.t.otl.1 nu",be .. ~ of ... 1••••• h.¥ ult.d in
the 1•••• of und." 100 d.t.in••• to d.t•••nO p u i.
",ouotio<;l one. "'0". to d."'.oO .<:tion. It ",u.t b•••id th.t the
cou".O••od co",,,,it,,,.nt of the o.t.io••• did .ff.<:t ••100ifi<:.nt
.hift io the <;IO¥...o",.ot' ••ttitud. - • <:1 .... e ••",pl. of the
p.....u ... th.t c.o b. <;I.n t.d by the .<:tioo of tho....ho •••'" to
b. I••• t f .....nO ",o.t po I.... 00<:••<;I.in. BI.ck S••" "'."'b....
h.¥. b••O d.t.l0.0 Ou.. in<;l the p•• t y ..... J.net S",.II, J.net
Ch..... y. K.....y ~..... i •.

,



,.•• td,cHpo., 33 o ...o.ni•• tion. " • .,. b• .., ,.•• t ... ict.d ••nd '0
" .... 1."'0. nu~b."', 0' indi"idu.I.. "ini.t.,. Vlot 0.". c 'iou"'.
0' 135 in P .... lic..nt ••nd .cny 0' t~ d.t.in... ,..I ••'eG in the
pe.t 'o,..tnio"t "c". b.... ~c"ily ,..•• t,..icteG. R•• t,..iction notic••
C.n no...i.ply b. PUbli.~d in t~ Go"."'n_t Gel.tt• .and t~,...

1. no ,...cou,..•• cQein.t tni. d.ci.ion. T~,... i • .an u"'O..,t n••d
'0'" e •••• i". c••pciOn .Q.in.t tni.....u,.....nien conde-n. peopl.
to. ".I'-lif. 0' confo,...ity to petty ,..•• t,..iction••• _II c. to
••cjo,. d..,icl 0' "'Ont•.

q•• t"••nq di ••ppt.,...nc•• , •••••• in.tion••nd .y.t.,..iou.
di •• pp••,.cnc•• occu'" ine,..••• inQly. So-.ti••• the .u,..d..... ,..•• ,...
''''iOnt.ninOly bl.t«nt - .uch •• B.,...nd St...ydo...no .not «nd
tilled .....n p.opl. in P,...to,..i.l .o•• ti••• tn.y ...... equ«lty
',..10nt.ninoly. n.".,.. found. Th. d.«tn. 0' 0,.. Abu A• .,.t «nd
"Stomlli." Mo.k.t.i S.ll.i nc". m.d. " ••dlin. 1'0..... but ... n••d to
,....... b.,.. too the 1000 0'" 100"'...ho h«". ai.d in the mo ... t«l
conflict in N.t.l.

1... 1•••1'0.". bpmg.......po. ... not. «1'0 inc in the
1.".1. of ctt.Ck. di ....ct.d both .t oo"....n_t 0'" p o-
•• t.bli.n...,t t."'Q.t••nd .1.0 .t .nti-.p«...t~id o"'O.ni.«tion••
includinQ OU'" own .and the ct>u...che.. T~ in••C.pebl. conclu.ion
i. t".t .... Iip d.ily fu ... the,.. into condition. 0' ci"il ..« ....

gglie. p .....en'.' this the y.......hen polic. «dopted .uch
-0"'. "i.ibl. cttitud•• «t tinO" p.ekinO ow...itn • blu.-
uni'o .....a p.......,c•••• ttinO up .,ideo c nd t ... ipod. to 'il •
• pe.k.,..••nd cudi ...c.. Nhen they .I_.t outnumbe,..ed tno.
p ........ t .t ....11 ...tin.; o"'O.ni••d by the F..... the Child ......
Allicnc. in C.pe Town to di.cu•• child,..... ·• ,..iO"t. und.... the I ....
they c ..... ted • p.lp.bl•• t-o.phe.... 0' lif. in • polic••t.t.. In
••ny .itu.tion. tl>«i ... «"''''OO.ant bullyinO .ttitud•• do 1'00 c,.edit to
• 'o... c...ho•• t •• k .nould 0. to p ...ot.ct. not inti.ia.t. tl>«
public.

mUit.riz.tiprll the p ...o.p.ct. 0' pe.c. in 1'11'0001 ••nd
ind.p.nd.nc. in N••ibi. h • .,. not .....ult.d in « d.c in the
.ilit.ri •• tion p...oc•••• nor in the du.... tion 0' .Uit y ......,ic•.
TI>« ..... t ... iction 0' the End Con.cription C••p.iOn "" l.ft •
..... iou. O.P in this 'i.ld. but otl>«... O...oupin.;' h• .,••ct.d to c.11
'0.... It....n.ti.,.......,ic. option••t I ••• t - .iOni'ic.ntly.
octl>«,..in.;' 0' WO"n h.". t.k ... up t"i. c.ll.

c.pU.I Rblni'!')o!Iclt, t"i...... _tt.,.. 0' ••jo conc.,..n '0'"
u•• t OU'" n.tion.1 con, c. l ••t y••"' ••nd ...0. nc"•
• t ...onOly .uppo... tcd the - •• t.bli.ha«nt 0' the Soci.ty '0'" the
AbOlition 0' the o..tn P lty. 29 be.... 0' the BI.ck S••h
........... r •• t.d I •• t M.... eh '0... d.-on.t tinO out.id. the Hou••• 0'
P.... li..-nt in • pl •• '0... cl • .-ncy '0'" th« Sh«...pe"ill. Si •• The,.. •
....... ii7 •••cution. in iqea cnd the e-« 270 people
.... itinO •••cution on o..th Row .

•



politic.1 PC tC.'.on t"'j.l.. ... lOOk b.Ck to"''''d. tl'>«
•• t".o..din...y outc_ Of tl'>« ·0.1••• · t .. I.,1 .nd t"•••••in9Iy
cont ...dicto..y v1_. Of tl'>« judQ••• I'>« .ent_c.., .... I'>«
.cknowl"'Q'" to I)« i.po.. t.nt I ••d ' .nd ... lOOk .I'>«.d tow....d.t". lik.li~ Of -0"'. ·t......on· t i.I., po•• iOly 1n tl'>« E•• t ....n
c.~.

tl'>« Judicj ...y .nd th« I.... .t, ti....11tn tl'>« ...01. of tl'>«
judici, ...y, .nd .1.0 thtt of 1...1'..... I." .n und• .cc ...,tic .oci.ty
I.. o••nQ .... iou.ly Qu•• tion"'. tl'>« .ppoint t of ~.. Ju.tic.
Co"'O.tt •• Chi.f Ju.tic. h•• I)«en ..id.ly Ica..., ••••t.P
to d....cl.i.1nQ .0-. Of the lo.t .....P.ct fo.. tl'>« cou... t ••
Ntv t".I •••• tl'>« jUdici ...y .till h•• to op.... t ...1thin tl'>«
•••• inQly i~po•• 101. con.t ... int. und... the •••"'Q_CY ".Qul.tion.,
·v'Qu••nd un ......on.OI thouQh t".y "."'. b••n judQ.d to b•••nd
und.... t". ".iQ/'lt of p c.d.nt •• t 01' p•• t judQ••nt.. T".
",... iou. conf.....nc•• d•• linQ .. ith i ••u•• of the I .... hum.n
.. iQht••• Bill of RiQ"t•••nd t". ANC·. n ... con.titution.1
p..opo•• l •• h.",. don•• Q..... t d•• 1 to .nCOU"'Q. 1...1'....
t".m•• I",•••nd 1.1' ~opl. conc....n.d ..ith tl'>« I ... to t.k••
..."....d int..... t.

(i) I •• t 1'.... OU" conc n .... p... ticul ... ly c_t....., on tl'>«
I .... btinQ PUt I)«fo... P... li t ""icn ...... d ••1Qn.., to ..int.in
cont..ol ov... tl'>« .lloc.tion of l."d .nd hou.inQ in O"d." to
••n'Q. tl'>« p..oc••• of u ..b.niz.tion ."d to .,... Ilttu.t. tl'>«
.tQ ..tQ.tion of id_ti.1 NDNI'>« i. tl'>« lonQ.vity of
.p... theid -0"••vid_t thAn in the .lloc.tion of l.nd ."d tl'>«
p"oc••• of fo .. c.d ...-ov.l.. The Fr•• S.ttl ..... t A Act ••k••
no •• t.r1.1 d1ff.r_,. to t"i••itu.tion; tl1t n_ P v."t.on of
111«9.1 Sou.ttinQ A,t provid•• for -0... cru.lty. "".ili.tion .nd
d.pri",.tion t".n .v.rl we .... it tl'>« f.t. of tl1t Group A...... A't
.. ith t ....p1d.tion,

(iii tl'>« PrQ«lotion of Ord.rly Int....n.1 Politi,. Bill (to
cont ...ol fund1nQ) ...... ithdr...n .ft.... n.tion.1 .nd 1nt....n.tion.1
oppo.ition, only to b. succ••d.d this 1'.'''' by t". Oi.clo.ur. of
Fo.... iQn FundinQ 8111 ..."ich .Iso cont.in••ntir.ly un.,c.pt.bl.
pro",i.ion. for infor•• t1on-Q.tl'>«rinQ into th••ff.ir. of
orQ.nl. •• tion•• ."d control ov.... tl'>«i .. work. TI'>« SACBC .nd t".
SAGC h.v•• I ....dy announ,'" th.i .. intention of di.r«9.rdinQ this
8ill if it 1)«,_. I ....

,



- , -
education: racially separated, vith distribution of the budSon

!Ittll s"verely skewed tn favour of white pupils_ seriously
fillwed in quality, I'articularly In schools for black childr"n,
and hllapered by inadequate resources there too - the education
of South Africs's youth Is totall, inadequllte to prepare
today's ~eneration for the challenges of toaorrow, Access
to knowledge lind to different points of view is ao essential
.. leaent of freedoll - lind noae of our youth lire dented it.
It is no wonder chat disturbances in township schools are
endeale - no wonder. but deadly serious.

80vernaent In disarray: the illness of the State President and
his retirement froa the leadership of the National Party has
created an at~osp~ere of uncertainty in t~e governaent. At
t~e saae tiae, eVidence of large-scale corruption ~as COae
to lig~t. T~e National Party governaent lacks vision,
courage and leadership. The official opposition's rae is"

and fanaticis .. is allowed aillost entirely free reign. The
new Deaocratic Party is trying to accomaodate t~e t~ree

constituent parties, and it cannot be an easy task.

labour: the trsde unions are up in arns over t~e Labour Regulations
Act, and ca~paigning Vigorously against it. T~e efforts of
COSATU and NACTU to work for unity are to be valued.

poverty: people are becooing poorer, and the econooy is ln decline;
decreasinS wagea and srowing uneaployaent can weaken the
unlons' bargaining power. Our advice offices see ~undreds

of c'ses of poverty and destitution.

All t~is adds up to a dismal prosnosis, far outweig~ins any refora
process. We ara forced to conclude thst t~e needs of t~e population
cannot be aet by follOWing w~ere t~e government would take us, and
that rig~ta and freedoaa are aore iaportant t~an scattered crullbs
froa t~e table of t~e governing party.

HUMAN RIGHTS:
The 40th anniveraary of the Univeraal Declaration of Human Rig~ts

stioulated a reoarkable re-awakening of intereat in huaan rig~ta,

not only in Sout~ AFrica. but worldWide. The celebrations were
not only a co,"oenoration. but a recognition ta~t the Articles have
a validity thst ~as stood t~e test of the psasing years, Ot~er

concerns (particulsrly socisl snd econooic) hsve been added in
subsequent ~on.entions and agreements. but t~e original aios still
~old good.
In Sout~ Africa t~e Huosn Rig~ts CO.llission was establis~ed on 20
September in Jo~annesburg, with Frsnk C~iksne. Max Coleaan. John
Dugard, S~eena Duncan and Saangaliso Mk~ats~ws as COlloissioners.
Its on-go ins oonitorlng is of great value.

T~e Huoan Rights Trust in Port Elizabeth held a conference in
Deceober, during w~ic~ 01 Bishop was one of the speakers.

We joined wit~ other organisations in arranging prograooes to oark
t~e anniversary and to take forward the Caopaign for Iluaan Rights Now.

International attention was stioulated by the Aanesty Concert tour,
by the presentation of awards to ~uaan rig~ts activiats, and by
special ceetings at t~e tiae of t~e anniversary.
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The /Iuman Rights Watch held a special gathering of J5 hUIIISM rights
lIIonitors fro~ 29 different countries in Sew York and Washington,
and launched its second annual report on the Persecution of HUllIsn
Rights ~onltors - a worldWide survey. "Kuoan Rights Watch believes
that our coat inportant task Is to protect those around the world
who "onitor humsn rights abuses by thetr own governments. It is
only by helping to ensure the freedoD of citizens to gather and
dissecinace inforD8tion on huoan rights practices in safety that
we believe it is possible to secure respect for hu~an rights by the
governnents of tha world." reads the cover of the report.

Taking part in that gathering gave De .. deepened awarenes.. of what
our task should be In thiS regard. All. tile report says. "huDan
rights Donitors are armed only vith information". What illpressed
<:Ie in addition to the non-Violent. ~eticulously factual approach
of all tile monitors vho vere present. vas ·the fearleaa iQpartiality
of the HUQan Rilhts Watch itaelf. T~.e report aaya, "The advent of
civilian de~ocratic governnent allould not be equated vi til tile advent
of respect for hUlIan righta." A~on8 the ~onitors vere sOllie vho
vorked in countries vlloae governments vere ailitsry or rilllt-ving
dictatorshipa and otllera vllose people had succe~ded in ovp.rthrovlna
op~ro~~ive rule but vho otill encountp.red and opponed violatIons
of hunan riallta in the nev aociety.

If vII. are to puraue the aia of being vorkera for hUQan rights. these
viII be SOQe of the requireQents:

that 'feariess iapartia11ty', Our traditionally non-aligned
status all. a asall but independent organiaationa can lend veight
to our teatimony vhich viII be valuable nov and in tile future
society in wllicll VII. continue to vork. We allouid regard this
as a service 'Ie can offer to the process of liberation.

a com.. itment to aYllpathetic. participant involve~ent in the
atrug81e for freedom.
active empoverment of ourselvea and othera to carry out thiS vork.

These are broad goals, and they are entirely consonant 'lith our ovn
founding prin<;iple.s: to pro.ote Justice and tile principle.s of
parliallentary de.ocracYl tO,seek constitutional re<;08nition and
protection by lav of Human Ri8hts and Liberties for all; and to
further the po~itical education and enlightenment of South African
Citizens and others.

Hov Can theae goals be i.ple~ented?

I. ....11. need to vork out vaya of overcolling tile lIindr.n<;e.s of tile
st.te of emerlency regulationa to keep ouraelvea veIL inforaed.

2 .....11. need to do<;ument, publiall and dia.e.inate our inforlllatlon
1I0re videly tllan ever.

3. ....e lIust continue to vork in alliances 'lith other organisations.
for exa~ple on Children's issues, capital punishment. militsrization.

4. We can seek COmmOn ground in order to over<;o~e the divisions
of our so<;iet1 - for example, the experience of vo~snhood.

motherhood, intereats, and skilla.

S. We <;an learn to abide by ~ajority decisiona in Joint project
vork. vhile not being afraid to state differing vievs.

6. We must exercise humility and be villing to test and question
our ovn preconceptions.



8 •

7. The conscious empowerment of our own membership 1s s pre­
requisite for this work: we need to know 11110 "O! are. hall to bulld
on our strengths and minimize our weaknesses. There 1s a bounty
of resourCes and skills locked up in our members which must be set
free to be shared.

8. "BLack ellpowerllent" tles beCOlle a catch phrase with a variety
of interpretations. It TellS ins an illperative. If >te are to
help it to COme about we lIust be informed about needs and we must
be senSitive Co the ... tshes to those we seek to support.

This brings III! beck to the question of rights and freedoms.

The freedoll which II .. seek Is " freedom from stereotypes. frolll
arbitrary classificatton, fros prescribed views. It is 8 freedo,"
based On responsibility to our society snd its future. The
freedom of that society must be bssed on discipline, cooperation,
consultation and mutusl re8srd. It must be based on the reco8­
nition of humsn ri8hta, It ~ill be built on the foundations ~e

Isy down now. That kind of freedom does mstter indeed,

Freedom is in your hands - our hsnda. T08ether ~e must ~ork for
it, nurture it, and one dsy we shall rejoice in it.

Hary Burton.
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