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The Nat ional and I n t e r n a t i o n a l S i t u a t i o n . 

The world of yes te rday has sunk i n t o ob l i v ion . The world of today i s 

n t rugc l ing to maintain i t s e l f . The world of tomorrow i s s t rugg l ing to be 

born. 

An arpreaoh to our p o l i t i c a l problems in general should bo a h i s t o r i c 

one, within the franwork of h in to ry knowing t ha t i t has a pas t and i t has 

to have a f u tu r e . I t i s not a quest ion of the wisdom of anyone, i t i s a 

h i s t o r i c a l n e c e s s i t y . A system comes in to being, f u l f i l l s i t s n l f end then 

becomes inadequate . 

Capital ism emerged from a previous system which could no longer s a t i s f y 

the needs of the popu la t ion . Towns grow and indus t ry developed. Today 

capitol inra has reached i t s h ighes t p o i n t - imperial ism. I t cpnnot s a t i s f y 

the needs which i t i t e o l f hns c r ea t ed . Capital ism must have & pool of 

unemployed labour . This pool today i s inc reas ing and has become i n t o l e r a b l e . 

Capital ism has ou t l ived i t s e l f . 

SOuo^tlon. When cap i ta l i sm was developing i t sought to give education to tho 

popula t ion as a whole. Today education i s being l i m i t e d . Thor-e who rece ive 

i t become fewer and fewer. The l a rge propor t ion of the popula t ion w i l l remain 

i l l i t e r a t e * Without education a person cannot be fu l ly rounded. Technology 

has reached the stage whore i t r e q u i r e s much l e s s manual labour than in the 

p a s t . Therefore education must be given only to those who develop technology 

and run i n d u s t r y . This i s a sign t ha t cap i ta l i sm has eu t l ivod i t s e l f and must 

be changed. Bvery system w«hon i t chrngeo r e q u i r e s v io l ence . Violence i s 

the ro fe re a n e c e s s i t y fox* changing the system. Whoever i s epr^ned to violence 

i s aga ins t change. The l i b e r a l s and p r ioo to are opposed to v io l ence . But we 

are born in violence pnd l i v e in v i o l e n c e . The r u l i n g c l a s s u :e violence to 

maintain, the system. Whoever i s opposod to violence i s opposed to the r evo lu t ion . 

Ajnongst the oppressed tho A.IT.C* i s agains t the shedding nf blood. They 

w i l l only use violence aga ins t a b u i l d i n g . 

I t i s impossible to have a r evo lu t ion without the sheddim: of blood. The 

amount of blood nhed during the r evo lu t ion i s far l e s s than tho amount of blood 

shed p r i o r to the r e v o l u t i o n . As an example consider the numbnr of babies 

alone dying need less ly every day under the p resen t system, one every 20 minutes. 

Only a revo lu t ion can change t h i s system. You can judge Who are your f r i ends 

and your enemies by the i r a t t i t u d e to the r evo lu t ion . The world has reached a 

s t age where change must come. 

Social ism. 
Unemployment i s not necessary for t h i s system. We look a t a p a r t i c u l a r 

3ystem and can find out whet i s neconaary and what i 3 net necensory. In the West 
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evorything i s changing for the worse, even oduoatjon. Under r ac i a l i sm i f things 
become worse loaders w i l l bo kicked out not because people under social ism are 
wiser but because i t i s i n ju r ious to tho system. 

I t was lud ic rous t ha t oourgeois lenders such as Nixon could t r u t h f u l l y 
accuse a s o c i a l i s t country of lacking democracy. For a s o c i a l i s t country to 
run p roper ly i t requi red an extension of democracy. For cap i t a l i sm to c rea te 
maximum p r o f i t s , a minimum of democracy i s r equ i red 

South Africa. In South Africa we must t a lk about what in necessary . I t has 
become a necens i ty to change the systom j u s t an i t i s necessary to chango the 
system throughout the world . This i s more urgent in South A f r i c a ' s case 
because i t i s a backward country and Europe sucked the blood «f the co lonies 
inc lud ing South Africa and tho Blacks suffered more than the people in the 
developed c o u n t r i e s . The urgency for change in South Africa i s therefore 
g r e a t e r . The re fo rmis t s ore our enemies. What i s necessary i s a ohange of the 
whole system. 

We have our own programme and p o l i c y . Our opponents a have s e t t l e d on the 
Freedom Char te r . lTow they say they have improved i t . Tho now Freedom Charter 
i s a r ep ly to our c r i t i c i s m . Slove in a pamphlet he has wr i t t en e n t i t l e d 
"The South Afriem l .o-Mrg Class and tho National Revolut ion" which Was published 
about tho same time t ha t the now A.I'.C. Freedom Charter came etr t | s t a t e s "WR 
stand for one un i ted democratic South Africa based on un ive r sa l adul t suf f rage" . 

I f you examine tho A.T'.C. you w i l l see tha t they have no'- changed a b i t . 
We c r i t i c i s e d the A.v.<'.. for having accepted the po l i cy of im< 1 t l na t ional ism 
and Bantustnns whioh i s in keeping with t h i s p o l i c y . 

In 1978 w o p red ic ted t ha t imperial ism would mobilise the a n t i - a p a r t h e i d 
committees behind the A.N.C. while the l i b e r a l s were prepar ing Butholes! to 
take p a r t in the n e g o t i a t i o n s as a spokesman for the Blacks. We said then 
t ha t the agenda could be nothing e l s e but mul t ina t ional ism. The quest ion we 
r a i s e d wan whether the A.tf.C. would agroo to d iscuss mul t inat ional ism or vould 
i t r e j e c t i t on tho b a s i s t h a t our c i t i z e n s h i p i s not n e g o t i a b l e . 

The t r u t h of the mat ter i s t ha t the A.I'.C. has not changed* Although i t 
says t h a t " i t s tands for one un i t ed" South Africa based on un iversa l suffjrage 
t h a t the new Freedom Charter s t a t e s "The i n s t i t u t i o n of he red i t a ry r u l e r s and 
c h i e f s s h a l l bo transformed to oorve tho i n t e r e s t s of the people as a whole in 
conformity with tho democratic p r i n c i p l e s embodied in tho cons t i t u t ion"* This i s 
a r e t u r n to Bantuotaniora. How do you have a democracy and h e r e d i t a r y r u l e r s 
s imul taneously . The Whites, the Coloured people and the Indians have no 
h e r e d i t a r y r u l o r o . Only one soct ion of the popula t ion, the Africans, have those 
c h i e f s . A chief can only be a chief of a p a r t i c u l a r t r i b e which occupies a 
s p e c i f i c a rea of l and . The A.N.C. wants the Bantustans , the r u l e of the 
Katanziiuas, Buthelozia and 3cbns. They can now have a d ia logue . South Africa 
has tohao to move, i t cannot stand s t i l l . When tho A.II.C. comes out c l e a r l y t ha t 
( l ) i t does not be l ieve in violence and t h a t 
(?) i t i s in favour of the ru le of tho c h i e f s . There i s nothing in common between 

us and them, 
( l ) i s meant for tho l i b e r a l s and (?) i s meant for Botha and bin extreme r i g h t 

wing . , 
The i n t e l l e c t u a l s are t r y i n g to ge t a kind of system which embodies the 

federa l system of Botha. Under t h i s system the Blacks wi l l be given a vote 
based on proper ty and educat ional q u a l i f i c a t i o n s . Only a feu Slacks wi l l be 
able to inves t t h e i r money and i n t e r l o c k with finance c a p i t a l . This wi l l be 
l e s s than 5% ° f the Black popula t ion . Nohedy says a th ing about the land trhich 
i s the b a s i c problem. How many people w i l l have the money to buy the land? The 
p e t i t bourgeois in tho l eader sh ip of the A.II.C. truo to t h e i r colours are werking-
for theui3elvoH. 
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Uiecuesion. 

A. Back hen* A.N.C. has a g r ea t deal of support among the meases. Their 
suppor te rs be l ieve t ha t when the A.N.C. take over , the Beatustsns wi l l be 
d i s so lved . 
B. That I s why you have to be t h e r e . 
C. I t i s the power of the I m p e r i a l i s t press tha t makes the musses be l ieve t ha t 
the A.N.C. a r e going to se lve t h e i r problems by d i s so lv ing the Bantus tans . 
D. I s there ne t a con t r ad i c t i on between the apparent s o c i a l i s t goals of the 
f r o n t - l i n e s t a t e s and the investment of raultinatlonala in t h e i r coun t r i e s? 
E. The f r o n t - l i n e s t a t e s need to develop i n d u s t r i a l l y . You cannot bui ld 
soc ia l i sm without i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n . In Zimbabwe the government have es tab l i shed 
a code of investment which prevents m u l t i n a t i o n a l s from r e p a t r i a t i n g a l l t h e i r 
p r o f i t s . The s t a t e p a r t i c i p a t e s with mu l t i na t i ona l s in Jo in t ven tu res . Imperlalisi 
needs us j u s t as we need them. 
P. S.A.D.E.C. coun t r i e s must open r a i lways . Imperialism can only opera te in 
vas t economic sphe re s . Dominant group Anglo-American. Responsible in Botswana 
f o r $ of foreign exchange and 40* of revenue. 
Zimbabwe a t Independence Anglo-American cont ro l led 82* of companies. Provides 40* 
of fore ign exchange. 
There a r e p o l i t i c a l reasons for investment of mu l t i na t i ona l s in S.A.D.E.C. 
c o u n t r i e s . S i r Geoffrey Howe, Foreign Secre ta ry of B r i t a i n said "we are working 
to encourage the growth of democracy and l i b e r a l i s m in coun t r i e s very d i f f e r e n t 
to ours but not impervious to change'.* In South Africa repress ion offered them 
untold r i c h e s . But now repress ion i s j eopa rd i s ing t h e i r p r o f i t making a b i l i t i e s 
and u l t ima te ly the su rv iva l of c a p i t a l i s m . Anglo-American c o n t r o l s 1350 companies. 
The value of i t s a s s e t s i s 96;fl b i l l i o n . The a s s e t s of the South African s t a t e 
are s l i g h t l y l e s s than the l a t t e r f i g u r e . Four major conglomerates In South 
Africa cont ro l 81* of the shares on the Stock Exchange. Anglo-American c o n t r i ­
butes 50% of the wor ld ' s gold and 50* of South A f r i c a ' s foreign exchange, 
al though gold production represen t s only 10* of gross domestic product . 

1990 i s the period where money wi l l be made more from technology and l e s s 
fro,m raw m a t e r i a l . 

South Africa does not possess the educat ional system to support a major 
technologica l environment - hence the v u l n e r a b i l i t y of the economy. South A f r i c a ' s 
populat ion i s growing a t 3* per year but i t s economic growth i s l e s s than 1*. 
Unemployment rose from 2 to 4 m i l l i o n . 
Escom. 13* of Escom power s t a t i o n s have been s topped. Investment in machineries 
and new f a c t o r i e s f a l l i n g . Growth in unemployment. Explosives and chemicnl 
i n d u s t r i e s i f shut down could bring economy to s t a n d s t i l l due to dependence of 
much indust ry and a g r i c u l t u r e on these i n d u s t r i e s . 
B. The populat ion was aroused in 1975. This was the time where we should have 
r idden the wave. But i t had to f a i l because there was no p a r t y . I t was a minor 
form of 1905. Even though we did not get anywhere, a s t ep forward had been taken 
as we had an experience we had not had before . The f a i l u r e of imperial ism to 
push the South African government to nego t i a t e with the A.N.C. has exposed congress 
in the eyes of the popu la t ion . 
In the fu ture no mat te r how much imperial ism can br ing the A.N.Cup again i t wi l l 
never reach the he ights tha t i t reached in 1985 per iod . Imperialism wi l l t ry 
again next time but i t won't succeed. 
A c r i s i s cannot s u s t a i n i t s e l f fo rever . The mi l i t ancy of the population wi l l go 
down. We wi l l continue plodding away without easy success becnuse people have 
j u s t gone through t h i s very t ry ing pe r iod . There wi l l be a l u l l . The process 
of maturat ion i s taking place amongst the people . Next time we wil l be in a 
pos i t ion to be considered a f ac to r because we went on when there was a l u l l . We 
should not expect easy mi rac l e s . The A.N.C. wi l l never reach the he ights i t 
achieved in the previous per iod, a s the populat ion have l e a r n t from t h e i r 
exper iences . During t h i s period i t i s an achievement Jus t to maintain o u r s e l v e s . 
Even i f you don ' t grow, maintaining yourse l f i s a success . The r e s u l t s wi l l be 
seen in the next upsurge. That i s why in my review 1 brought in , the world 
in general and South Africa as p a r t of i t . There i s going to be an upsurge in 



- 4 -

Europe i t s e l f and our country wi l l be par t of tha t upsurge. The f ac t t ha t Russia 
was backward did not mean they would be the l a s t to have an upsurge. The fac t 
t ha t South Africa i s backward d o e s n ' t mean tha t they wi l l be the l a s t to have an 
upsurge. I t i s highly un l ike ly tha t Zimbabwe can achieve soc ia l i sm without a 
s o c i a l i s t r evo lu t ion in South Africa occur r ing f i r s t of a l l . 
The l u l l period w i l l not be too long . 
C. The defeat of South Africa in Angola adds weight to t h i s argument. South 
Africa can no longer e x t e r n a l i s e the war. Now she faces the i n t e r n a l enemy and 
tha t i s the war she cannot win. 
B. The revo lu t ion in South Africa won't be determined by what takes place in 
South Africa a l o n e . During the '..A...', conference the whole quest ion of the 
l inkage of the withdrawal of South Africa from Namibia and Cuban troops from 
Angola was r a i s e d . Cuba and Angola had nothing to do with Namibia and South 
Afr ica , but the U.S.A. introduced t h i s l inkage for a purpose. U.S.A. wanted 
to e s t a b l i s h a precedent t ha t no country in t h i s region can have a pact with 
someone ou t s ide the region without the consent of the t ' .S.A. While South 
Africa has been defeated by the Angolans I do not think tha t South Africa has 
given up a l t o g e t h e r . South Africa has a nuc lea r bomb which sho developed 
with I s r a e l ' s h e l p . However, i t i s u s e l e s s in a South African c i v i l war. 
She may use i t e x t e r n a l l y in regions where Blacks c o n s t i t u t e the majori ty 
of the populat ion and there a r e very few whi tes . South Africa may t ry to 
subvert Angola via Z a i r e . 


