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OPENING ADDRESS BY SIR RICHARD LUYT AT THE
NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE BLACK SASH
IN PORT ELIZABETH ON THURSDAY, MARCH 14, 1985

Thanks for the privilege, indecd the honour, of being
invited to deliver this address at the opening of this
1985 Annunl Conference of the Black Sash, * In recog=
nizing this honour I should emphasisc that I hove not
accepted it on behalf of any organization or institution,
I am here tonight just as Richard Luyt, speaking for
myself only, even if drawing on txperience with various
hﬂﬂ%ﬂﬂ, and even being still closely involved with some
of them,

Congratulations on being 30 ycars old and on 30 years
of couragecous, dedicated e¢ffort end achievement, in tho
ever=continuing struggle for a more just and peaceful
way of 1life in our country,

I waen't in South Africa when the Sash was born but I
read snd heard of it frequently and gratefully as 1
watched and discussed from afar South Africa's agonies,
g0 often self-=inflicted, As an increasingly senior
colonial administrator, porticularly in the sixtics
(possessed of ministariag responsibility for internal
security and the Police Force in Northern Rhodesia
1962=64, ond then of overall responsibility when Governor
of British Guisna, for the pecace and progress of that
multi-racial and turbulent territory 1964-66 )

I wasn't always so sure thot I welcomed secing picturces
of your silent standings with plocards o protest, appeal
or uncomfortable reminder, Pictures of such vigils

went round the world, and while such stances elsewhore
may naot have been caused by Sash initiative, the oxemple
here in South Africa certainly put a2 stomp of respecta-
bility on similar activity clcewherc. And don't think
that authorities anywhere arc unaffected by such vigils,
As a colonial Governor I would pretend I didn't really
notice them, or that I wos morc amused than offended,
but I was never hoppy to note the influence on others

-or to contemplate the strength of feeling and character

that motivated the protesters, I olways felt easicer
and less dnder pressurc-when not being picketed.
Fortunately there wos alsae somg Mn.u::igiuthe:ﬁuxanesa
drafting of placards, (reccount thc "Luyt go home" and
"Partition Guyana'" experience).

The prescentation, in Scction 3 of the Black Sash
constitution, of the aims and objects of the organization,
starts with £hn inspiring words "To promote justice asee"”
What finer sim, porticularly in South Africa, could there
be = = to do what is right, whot is fair, what is just?
Tonight, ever mindful of your primary eim, I am golng

to speak mainlg on the need, the vita neea, for an end,
an early end, to compulsory military service in our country,.
This subject in its meny and far=rcaching ramificestions
for those who must scrve, and indeed for the rest of
soclety, impacte s0 strongly on what is fair ond just

that T am not surpriscd to know that an organization
whose basic eim is "to promote justice"™ should have

been the first national body to call, by resolution

of your 1983% National Confercence, for an end to conscrip=-
tion for military service,
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And perhops it is »n convonient coineidence thot 1985
vwe the Intornevionsl Yeor of Youth, in which it is
speclally appropriate to be considering something so
tremondously important to young lives, even though
it is of course also importont to all of us,

At the outsct I should perhaps nmalite elear from what
point of view I will be urging tho abandonment in

South Africa of conscription, It will help you the
boettor to put my arguments in perspective and to judge
them, Lect mc start by cmphosizing that I am not o
pacifist in the sconsc of believing that being part of

a military machine that takes lifc cannot be justificed,
I have respect for mony pacifists but their standpoint
is not mine, Not only did I voluntarily scrve as a
fighting scldier for five ycars of Vorld Var 2, but I
had earlier while » student ot the University of

Capc Town, with the Nazi menocc on the horizon, opted
for militory training, and I rcceived it, Fur%har@arc,
I hod cousc to be groteful during that wor for the
intensive cadet training tlhiot I had carlier been given
at school at Bishops, During the war I loathed and
detosted the actual fighting, but there was also much
that was finc in my military oxperience and which I
recall with gratitude,

Later, as Governor of 2 cclony I used militory
force to defend my borders when attacked from without
and also to assist the civil power within when internol
insurrcction scemed likely to toke over, 1 was exX=
ceedingly grateful for thc availability of the battmlionc,

Clearly, then, I am not speoking as a pocifist,
Military force has a place in the affairs of mon ond
to me the rcelity is to recognise that fact. I speak
thercforc 23 once with such rccognition,

But while the oxistence of the military is nccessary
it is5 vital 2lways to bear in mind that it is no more
than a shield to safoguord, or permit the doevelopnont
of, all that is good ond important in the¢ strivings of
men, including things of the spirit, of the intellect,
things which promotc hunmon rights including safety of
the person and property, the pursuit of well-belng,
access to justicc ond tﬁﬂ exercisc of conscience,

The military has a role to play, a purpose to fulfil
for the safoty and benefit of all people in the country
that it serves, That is its role, The militsary is
not on end unto itsclf, and as a onc=time trained
soldier I hopc I have always recognized this,

All soldicrs should,

There are other principlces that underpin my attitude
towards conscription for military service, These are
of general, and not mercly South African, application
although you are free to = = and no dauhE will = =
apply . them to our local situetion as I describe them,
Eug weigh thom also for their gencral volidity,

Firstly, I accept that a country has o right to
possess sccurity forces in quantity and training
sufficient to defend itself against external aggrecsion
and to support the Eulicn in emargﬂncg situations in
the mointenance of internal order; although I also
see it as the concomitant duty of a country's government
to adopt policies which aiu at justice and fairness for
0ll, internally and cxternally, and thereby minimisc
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the chancees of violent confliet =2nd the neecd to use its
military forces,

Furthermore, thosc military forces while justifiable,
could often be volunteer=based and not dependent on
conscription.

Secondly, it is unacceptable to me for a government not
based on the choice or approval of the majority of the
people, in other words a minority government, to compel
people, even those who do have a vote, to become part ol the
military forces of the country, I om not, in stating this
principle, insisting that before cnnscripiinn of all or port
of the people is acceptable, there must necessarily be a
government chosen on & "one man one vote" common franchisec
Bzﬂtum.. In populations made up of diverse cthnic groups
there are a number of ways, federal and other, by which o
government can bé chosen with all perticipoting and with
majority support,

Ard why do I arguc thaot evon those who do have a say
in the cholice of 2 minortiy government should not be forced
into compulsory military service? Because in the ecircum-
stances of minority government,

(a) it is doubly important that the merit and morality
of what it stands for should be good enough to attract
voluntecrs to man its sccurity forces; if the merit and
morality cannot attract volunteer support the policies
and, indeced, the government do not deserve to survive;
and

(b) it is inevitable that significant, possibly substantiol,
numbers. of the ninority governing group do not EEEPG?E
of the government's philosophy towards the majority
and should not be compelled, os sometimes hoppens, to
impose it, where it is not welcomc, by force of arms;
an

(c) it 15 wrong for 2 government not based on the choice or
approval of the majority cof the people to spend vast
sums of money, drawn from all taxpesyers, into putting

all the young men of o minority group or groups under
military training amd under armsi and

(d) it is highly likely to be resented by the majority
group or groups and to be dameging to race reclations;
and

(e) 4t is reinforcing a racial vattern in the military
forces which is unhcalthy for the future (more of
thie anon),

It may be thought to be norally wrong to imposc
conscription on otlier groups who have no say in the choice
of the government, To thaf argunent I would say thc answer
is obvious and is not the confining of conscription to one
group, or indeed the maintenance of conscription at all,

Thirdly, I congedc¢ that there can be circumstances
where compulsory military service is justified, usually in a
homogencous or near=hcmogencous socicety, and certainly only



where oll citizens have a hand in choosing or approving their
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alternative forms of national service are reasonably aveila-
ble to those who cannot accept being part of the militory
machine on established grounds of conscicnce or religion,
But in my view the reasons for conscription and its opplica-
tion need to be very sound and widely accepted before it can
be justificd. Conscription creates painful moral dilemmas;
it is expensive; it is unpopular; it disrupts the economic
and sociel life of individuals and of the community and it
doesn't provide the most efficient military force; perhaps
worst of oll; it goneretes a militaristic attitude end
atmosphere in socicty which is not conductive to a construc-
tive and peacoful approach to the settlement of probloms,

0f coursae, there arc cortain boncfits to be derdved
from military Eraining and thus from conscription, Some of
the discipline is hnalshy; there is physical fitness and bearing,
team spirit, comeraderic ond loyslty., But thesc cen Dbe
obtained nuEaidu of compulsory military service and without
its disadventages.

A fourth and final frinﬂipla underlying my attitude
towards conscription is that the military force of a country
should be drawn from all the communitics or cthnic groups

thot make up the total populoation, and that this con and
should be achieved on the basis of voluntecrs, Indeed,special
care should be taken at 211 times to ensurc thet the sccurity
forcos of o country arc reflective in their composition of

all sections of the total populace; otherwise it is difficult
to engender and maintain confidence in them in the public mnind
and heart., In Dritish Guiona I had great problems in this
regard, in thot the security forcoes, although based on
voluntcers, werc not henlthily balanced racially.

The ethnic group thet predominated in both Police and Arny
was reluctant to allow me as Governor te change things = the
situation was traditicnel and entrenched = and other groups
recmained embittored and distrustful, It wes ultimatcely only
with the help of the much respected International Commission
of Jurists as advisers that change bocame possible.

The lesson isc thet if the ethnic composition of the sccurity
forces goecs askew - and this almnost certeinly happens with

the conscription of one group and not of others = the forces
themselves lack gencral public support and are not ldeally
manned to perform ell their toslis, lNor is it casy in ony
short period to correct a distortced position,

Perhaps I should montion herc that I see the idceal
military force to consist of a substantial clement of
profeasionals, i.cs career soldiers, supported by port-time
volunteer natiﬂnal servicemen, to make up whatever total
nunbers are required a2t any tima; and both sections of this
ideal military force should reflect the ethnic compositicon
of the total populace, or at lcast be moving purposcfully
towards such reflection,

These are ny concepts in wiovad, T.must now apply them
to South Africa, I hove recognized the right of a government
to have military forces strong and competent cnough to
defend its cnun{r and to agsist in mafntaining order internally
during crises. The respected publication of the International
Institute for Strategic Studioes, "'The Military Balance', tells
us in its 1984/85 issue that South Africa currently has an
army of approximetcly 67 000 persons, an airforce of 10 000
and a navy of 6 000, The airforce and navy arc alrcady
predoninantly mode up of professionsls with s minority of
conscrips, but the army has 50 000 consecrips, or 74 nercent
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of its strength; ond of course thesc conscrips ore all whites,
If the profeasional element in our army were to be lncreased,
at the same time redressing the racial imbalance, and the
reduced non-professional requirements converted from white
conscripts to volunteers of ell race groups, we would in
nearly all respects be on » healthier way forward and, in
partioular, be relicved of the greot conscription incubus,

A few months back when the leader of the N R P and 1
appeared together on the radio programmec "Microphone In"
cn this same ﬂﬂhgﬂﬂt, I felt that he conceded most of my
argunents against conscription, oxcept that he feared therc
would be insufficient volunteers to provide the nccessary
manpower for my kind of military force in South Africa,
Assuning there arc nceded at most 40 000 voluntcers (and I
would hope it could soon be much less) from our total
population of about 28 million, therc must be something very
wrong aomewhere if this number fails to offer themselves
and 1f those offering ore not suitable, Maoybe it is the
emoluments and conditions of service that need reviewing,
but maybe it is public disapprowvl of the purfcaes for which
our army is used, ce.g. Namibia, and African townships, that
would hove to be given further considerstion,

It con be argued, and often is, that our adversc
cducation system, for blecks particularly, and our pressing
demand in other scctors for schooled menpower, will make it
impossible to find enough sultatle volunteers for our
migitary forces, Against this however, can be argued that
gn"early ending to the Namibian oblem = surely meinly in
our hands = and political moves Eﬂ reduce internal unrcst
could reduce the need for our prescnt large army., And let
us not forget the vast voluntary enlistment of blacks into
the East and West Africon forces during World War 2, and
what efficient and recliable soldiers they made,

Yet while therc are arguments agoinst ending white
conscription soon which nced to be met, as I believe thoy
cany they 2ll scen to be given o tutaliy wrong position in
the importance ratings comparced witl: what conscription of
whites descrves and requires, This conscription, with axemp-
tion only for relligious objectors is, in our troubled
and highly contentious South Africa, » denial to those
conscripted of the right tc exercise freedom ‘of consclonce
as to whether or not to sorve in the S A D F, And this in
s socicty where the contentious issues often go to the very
roots of o mon's moral standords of life, A draconian
prison scntonce follows if he refuscs to serve and cannot
establish an acceptoable religiocus objection, And how agoniscd
are the many who declide that military service i1s at least less
dreadful than six years in prison]l 1Is it surprising that
one secs 50 much manceuvring among conscripts for soft or
non=combatant joba?

And remember that South Africa went through two world
wars without conscription, when the views and feelings .of
our many discldonts were respected, and vwhon the, wilitary
forces relied for thedr successiul volunteer support on the
worthiness of tlie causc in which they were campaigning.
What conclusions nust one draw from ¥hiﬂ? Ang can our
apertheld way of life, our policy towards Namibio, be
maintained only by employlng the maidmum white miiitnry
enforcenent possible? If thic 15 so, our futurc is indeed
bleak,
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If not so, why is white conscription with 211 its
controversy at home and its adverse innge abroad maintained?
What other reasons can there Le? dnk of the price.

We have lost some thoussnds of young white South Africans,
often of our best, who .have on grounds of principle enigrated
rather than servc in the S A D F in our circumstancns.
There are others failing to rcport for scrvice; thore are
those whose service is prudging, resentful and thus surely
unsatisfactory. And there is tﬁe well=known gucstion of
the games=playing scrviccoman cempared with the different
treatment of the non=-ganmes player, I never cease to be
amazed at thoe cese with which talentod sportsmen obtain
postings where sports opportunities arc best and where
sporting appearances seldom scem to be blocked by such
matters as service on the distant vorder,

The incrensing involvement of the army and thus of
naotional servicemen in sccurity duties in Africen tcwnships
is further couse for snxiety, These duties often stem fron
the implementation of highly controversial policies, of
which the very marality is gquestioned by many, Men shald
net be forced to be thus inveolved, Pondér elso the
imglicatianﬂ wirere younp whitea and blacks have been happily

constructively at school or university together in
contented friendship, and later the one, armed, uniformed
and representing unpopular policy ond authority, invades the
townmship of the other,

I have seld nothing of the possible extension of con=-
scription to the "ecodloured" and indian groups., I hope it
naover happens but logicelly, thosec groups being now posscssed
of » vote and in Parlianent it should, 1Is our government
going to turn a blind eye tn principle and going to duck
or postpone the issuec because of 1its uwncomfortable inmplica-
tions? And indced the implicetions are highly uncomforto-
ble in the potential damage to relations betweon blacks and
the "coloured" and Indian people, and also in the potential
resistance of Y"coloureds" and Indians to being cagled up.

Is it not so nuch sinpler to abandon conseription for 211 and
to rely on voluntcers from all ethnic groups?

Is hesitance to do this based on doubt of the 1n{a1ty
and support of many of our people? It is true that the then
Minister of Defence arpgucs in Parliement in 1977 that the

S A D F "cannot distribute arms on a very large scale to
blacks without the necessary control messures'", This atti-
tude has roots far into our history, but if it still exists
in 1985 must Scuth Africans in general and our government in
particular not consider why this is so and effect change?

A way of 1lifc whiel: 21l our races find worthy of supfnrt by
arms or otheriise, must be our aim, Again, conscription has
no role in this, It must be achieved ?nluntarily out of’
conviction that 2ll is well fundamentally in Snutﬁ Africa,

An I being exceassively idealistic and impracticel?
I believe not and I speak as 2 one=time senior soldier and
administrator, The continuonce of conscription will gencrate
greater problems than its abandonment, It is, of course
true that for some people the opportunity to perfornm uilitary
service, even whan cﬂnacriEted 5 an honour and a denonstra=-
tion of patrliotisn; for others it poscs deep moral dilemmas,
desporate issuas a% conscience ond pghastly alternative choices,
To the former I would say the ond of conscription opens the
way to demonstrate patriotisem even nore strongly ae a voluntecr;’
fﬂr the latter only the end of conscription cean remove his agony,

6



I know that large nuanbers of white Soutlhh Africans never
stop to question the rightfulncss of our conscription,
I pfﬂad to them to do so, and to think decply on the subject,
Tt demands the deepest thought, I plead to all of you in
the afdionce to weigh such issues vory corefully, and to
those to whom the medis (perhaps that will be mninly hero
in Port Elizabeth) carry my argunents, These arguments are,
I hope you will agree, ncither cmotional nor selfish, but
directed at tho greater interest both of the individunl oand
of South Africa.

Defore leaving this subject of conscription I must an
tribute not only to the Block Sash for its role in pressing
for its end, but alsb®the Conscientious Objector Support Croup
and to those who work in the Ind Conscription Campaign, both
of whom help many towards a better understanding of the issues
involved, nnd both of whenm are recponsible for splendid
publicetions, I commend these to you,

I had thought of touching also on some other important
issues in our South African lives, such as Nomibia and
education, The former links with my earlier carcer interest,
and indced the basis on which South Africa assumed its role
as mandatory power and the extent to which it has been loyal
to that basis over, the long years, are fascinating to consider,
a8 also is the preasent critical situaticn. And cducation
(the core of uy later carcer) with the cument and officiolly
adopted aim of cgual opportunitics for cducation, including
egqual standards in cducetion for every inhahitant, being the
purposeful endeavour of the staté, is a subject requiring
consctent wvigilonce and attention, Nut there is no time for
these things now, oven though I hope you will, as part of
t%e "oromotion of justice' by thie Sash, keep your minds on
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If tonight I have done no more than to add weight to
the Black Sash's call for an end to conscription, the
evening will have been tremendously well spent,
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