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Pity the person whose lot it is to prepare a state of the nation
address at this time of the year - when Parliament re-convenes and there is
action on the political scene.

Last year it was tho snap calling of a General Election th-.t cau it
me off balance, This year it is the split within the National Party.
I did not believe, last year, that the election would make any material
difference to what I had to say or to the course of events, nor did it.
This year the split has raisod a spectrum of possibilities in the political
arena; though I doubt whether there is much cause for euphoria, Mr, Botha's
reputation as a reformist being what 1t 1s. He will have to go a pood deal
further than his twelve famous points if hu}l:an berin to meet the needs of the
black community.

Whatever happens, the past .remaing the foundation of the future, bui
events catch up with me, which add to and account for the length of this
address, for which I apologise.

I crave your indulgence.

Terrible things are happening in our country. ‘They have baen
happening for a long time. In analysing what worries me so I have come tro
the conclusion that it is not so much the events thomselves, serious and
horrible though they often are, for example the detentions, the deaths in
detention, the bannings, the forced removals, the ovictions, the labour
restrictions. Nor is it even the inhcreasingly violent reactions being
provoked. I think what concerns me most is the climate - the texture - cof
a society which can produce such aberrations, and which can compound them
year after year after year.

Brutality is defined as inhumanity, and inhumanity as the want of
human feeling, barbarous cruelty, the want of politeress or courtesy.
Sadly the society in which we live conforms to these definitions - tc a
greater or a lesser derree. Politeness and courtosy are often noticeably
absent in the behuviour of the so-called'Civil' Scrvice, particularly that roart
of it which has to deal with black people. Barbarcus cruelty manifeasts
itself in tho many allegations of torture of detainzes and by the deaths of
gsoma of those who have been held in detention, The want of human feelin-~
is implicit in the total policy of forced removals, or migrant labour, cr
Group Areas or the Pass Lawas.

I want to talk abont the/---
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I want to talk about the brutalising effects of brutality -
the manner in which a brutal govermmont spreads its poison into the bloodstrean
of the body politic so that eventually no-one is left untouched - not the
brutalised, not the brutilisaers, not evon those who profess to opt out of tho

whole ugly scena.

It is not difficult to trace the inavitable srowth of brutality
in our present ragime, for it has its roots in the very beginnings of the
National Party. It was, and so far largely remains, despite the split, the
instrument whareby the Afrikaner volk sought tc establish themselves in the
community at large, and to safepguard their culture, their languaze and their
identity. The National Party's first priority was in the interests of the
Afrikaner people. The maintenance of Afrikaner unity has quite blatantly
and unashamedly taken precedence over the interests of the country as a whole

When the objectives of a Government are the achievement of the
common good, then the p rsuit of power in order to attain these grals may .o+
be altogether reprehensible. But when these objectives are directed towarir
the welfare of one small section of the community, inevitably at the expense ~f
all other sectionas, they constitute a very real danger, for then powar can beo
maintained only by a regime which needs to become ever mcre repressive.

And that has been the history of South Africa under National Party
rule. From 90 days - to 180 days - to indefinite detention without trial :
from endorsements out of the urban areas to compulsory migrant labour, to
single sex hostels and closer settlements ; from Bantustans to Homelards to
Self-governing o't Independent Black States to the deprivation of South African
citigenship and the fragmentation of the country ; from Sophiatown to District
Six to Pageview to prosecutions under the Group Areus Act ; from passes for men
to passes for women to the on-.going horror of Nyanma ; from a ralatively froe
press to an increasingly muzzled cne ; from untramelled public protast to
restricted venues to censored pocters to the Riotous Assemblies Act. The
list is endless but the direction is always the same,towards more and more
restrictions amnd les and less freedom.

Restrictions impesed in the interests of one group have led
inagvitably to inter-group hostility, which has exprecsed itself with ineressii |
vioclence ag thoce who are restricted fight thoir fetiors while those who

restrict feol wvulnorable and apply more aml more forco.

Force 1is brutal. It has no place for the ormlinary human values of
caring compassion, or understanding. And as these values are increasingly
denigrated and stamped out, brutality rears its uzly head with loss amd loan
reaction, or even awareness from the community in which it operates.

Children are born into/-—- Pu7e 3/
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Children are born into, and grow up within a society which haas less
and leas regard for the rights, the freedoms and the dignity of the individual ;
where the vast majority of the people are dehumanised and treated as so many
cogs in the industrial and commercial machingos ; where the media are
increasingly unable or unwilling to present the true facts ; and wherc the
art of double talk hasg been daveloped and refined to such an axtent that oven
those who first introduced it have become so lost in it that thoy themsaelves cro
no longor able to distinguish batween truth and wighful thinking,

Perhans the reality of what this Governmont has perpotrated ard
continued to perpetrate is so hideous that even its spokesmen cannot bear to
loock the facts in the face and must disguise them, not only for the public at
larga, but even for themselves,

The often unbridgeable gap betwesn words and deeds has led tc a
sort of national schizophrenia. Take, for example, lir. Pik Botha's statom.id
after the abortive Seycholles coup, that "in this country people are innocent
until found guilty", (Star 3/12/81) He waid this while hundreds of pecple
were banned or detained without trial, and in the face of legislation like
the Urban Areas Act, the Terrorism Act, the Internal Security Act and the
Sabotage Act which effectively throw the omus on the accused to prove innocancoe
rather than on the State to prove guilt, He muat surely know that habeas
corpus no longer operates in South Africa, and yet he found it pessible to
make the statement he did.

What is the frequently mis-informed and ncerly always gullible
public to make of this? Very often, and in order to retain their sanity in
the face of such blatant contradictions, people listen to the words anc. closo
their eyes to the deeds because they simply cannot reconcile them. Thus theay
choose to believe thot justice is done while uncharged and untried people
lanfuish in detention and sometimes die, just as they s2ze upon black
education, homelands, 'voluntary' forced removals, the so-calleod "equality' of
separateness through the rose-coloured spectacles provided by the Government,

The raalities of overcrowding and under-financing of black schools,
of poverty-stricken rural areas, of hunger and starvation, of deprivation of
citizenship conveniently cscape their notice.

Anl so the inhumanity and brutdlity of scperation and discrimirailou
germinate arnd grow in dark places. Those who turn a blind eoye are just us
culpable as the perpetrators of these ovils, and in turn they also become
brutalisods. Tho whole country seems to be caught in a vicious spiral of
violence and suppression and brutality - the end recult, I beliove, cf the
policy of apartheoid, whatever its disguise.

I would like to try to p:mutrcr.ufu---
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I would like to try to penetrate through the curtain of words i
to expose the revslity of a policy which is parochial rather than national in
its intentions and how, in my view, this has been responsible for preduci::~
the brutal society in which we now live.

I do not believe that the Natioral Party's orisinal intentions wcre
brutal - not at all, But I do believe that brutality was the inevitablo
result of pgovernment by a party motivated purely by self-interest, that tho
national interest has suffered as a result; and that t is has built up cenormcus
resentments which have in turn triggered off increas:rngly violent fear
roactions from the government.

The sad thing is that the National Party's self-irterest has noever
become enlightensd and that its laager mentality has waxed rather than waned,
I believa it was Dr. Bernard Friedman who coined the aphoriam, "The Naticnal
Party has always had its back to the wall and so it has nover been able to
read the writing on it", Cortainly it has becomo incredsingly oppressive
as it has sought sccurity, never able to recoznise that, in the leng run,
consultation ard negotiation must hold out more hope than confrontaticn
in an admittedly difficult situation.

To start with the Government's Homeland Policy - however much it
might like tc deny the implications of the policy with all the accompanyiny
forced removals it has involved, the reality of the rural arcas is that thoy
remain poor, non-viable, overcrowded, lacking in infrastructure, dumping
grounds for the surplus people - the old, the young, wemen, those humndroels
of thousands of people who are nct noeded in the white cconomy.

For most of tham their most productive export is their labonr, wiiizh
feeds the white industrial complex and allows for a dribble of returning
income. They are not geographical entities.

They have lost the order and justice of their tribal culture tor:thur
with the land availability which enabled them to follow their essentially
pastoral way of lif'e, and all they have gained in exchange is a doubtfnl
legitimacy as a naticn or potential nation amd tho privilege of being
requisitioned for labour while beceming a repository of all thoce unfortuin te
pecple the whito ~overmment choosces to discard,

Thay have had a tribul citizenship bostowad upon them, but as soun
ag their homelande bacome independent this is at tha oxponse of their
South African citizaenship and their share in the wealth of the country they
have helped to create. Ard nothing changas,

In 1901 the Ciskei took indeperdence.

Writing in the Rand Daily lai./
Paia Fiva/
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Writing in the Rand Daily Mail, Ben Maclennan had this to say :
myhile the Chief Minister of the Ciskei,...presided over the one-hundred- il
one gun salut@....sthere was little celebration in the resettlement camp cf
Nedvana, which falls within his own elactoral constituency. This ramblin:
collection of houscs, shacks and tents is barely 10 km as the crow flieo iron
the New Independence Stadium.....But for tho 400 men, women ind childrern wno
were dumped there two weeks ago, national anthems ard flag raising will do
nothing to pieco tcrether their shattared lives... Chief Sebe, it seems, h's
adopted and is enthusiastically applying one of white South Africa's rwat
draconian moasures - the eviction of 'redundant' people from their homes ard
thoir endorsement out of the towns.....Cne of the removals gang said he
and his companions expected to be in the Ciskei, moving people, for the noxt
five years", (R.D.K 5/12/81)

Writing in the Sowetan, and comparing Ciskei independence with
that of the Transkei, Lance Cherry said, "In 1976 Transkei was given its
'freedom',.,The freedom was real = Transkei was now fres of all the profits
its men were working for. It was free of South African citigzenship. It 2ico
lost world recognition for its people... Transkei became a national labour pool
with 65 percent of its labour power working in South Afric@.....

Ciskel obtains 65 percent of its reverue from South Africa....
The average earning of a Ciskei resident is R2l2 per anmum.....the hope or
chance of Ciskei becoming a viable independent nation is less than one in
hell", (Sowetan 4/12/B1).

50 percent of all two and three-year-olds in the Ciskei are
mal nourished. Three out of four urban children are umler-sized, and ei‘ht
out of ten rural children. (NI'SAS Health Fact Sheet Fo. 2).

In 1981 plans were mado to move more than 4000 pecple, forcibly
relocated in 1979 to the so=called model township of Glenmore, and to
resettlo them yet again at a camp near Peddie in the Ciskei, despite repontel
refusals in the past by the Ciskei zovornment to accopt responsibility for
Glenmore. (Rand Daily Mail 19/11/81)

Profossor John Dusard romarked thai "already Major-CGeneral Charlus
Sebe had tho dubicus distinction of having probably set @ record for
raopressive clampdowns on the trade union wovement”., He warnod that tho
70,000 stronz S.A. Allioel Workers' Union would be doomed after Ciskeian
independenco., In Jeptamber of 1981 205 SAAWU membors were rlotained in
Grahamstown (Sunday Express 29/11/61). The Unicn lowdlers are currently butiis
held in detention in Johannesburg. In late 191 Venda assoerted it_jf----
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In late 1981 Venda asserted its imdependance by detaining memlora
of the Lutheran Church. There was one confirmed death in detention and
rumours of more, and of torture inflicted on detainees.

Using the same brutal laws and represcive measures to which they
were introduced by the South African Government , three ocut of the four leadors
of so=called independent homelande are terrorising their people and abusing
their authority.

In the so-called self-governing black states, which still fall
officially within the aegis of the South African government, over-populaticn
and lamd hungar caused by contimied rewovals to inadoquate space result in
ever-increasing nisery.

The population of Kwa Ndbule grow from 50,779 in 1975 to 166,477
in 1980, with eleven resettlement areas. (Hansard 3/81).

It is the intention of the Government to ramove seven black spois -
tens of thousands of people, in the Queenstown, Bast London corridor.
(Hansard 1!51}1

9,322 imdividuals, 1, 123 families, are being moved from St.
Wendolins. The families have specifically asked not to be moved but the
Minister would not comment in reply to a question put in Parliament.
(Hansard 3/81).

3000 pecple are to be removed from Reservo 4, which has been
excised from Kwa Zulu (Hansard 5/81).

Approximately 1500 people living and farming in the settled
comminity of Mothopiestad near lHagaliesburg, whero thay have owned the title
deeds to the land and its mineral rights since 1911, are presently resistins
removal to tho farm, Onderstepoort, on trust land near Rustenburg, whurc o
forest of tin toilets has been arccted in hot scrub country, on plots of .rouid
just over 1/4 scre in extent. Thore is no provision for them to farm as ey

have been accustomed to do, and thoy will be leaving established houses Jixl
fields from which they have beun able to earn their livelihood.

Tiking only one aspect of the financial cost of romovals,that i
compensation, R118,077,540 has been paid tc 1675 white landowners in 3outh
Africa - affocted by consolidation (Hansard 8/81). A total of R592 millicn
had beun spent on buying larmd for consolideiiorn by Jamary this your.

(R.D.M 26/2/82)

The Covermment's priorities for the utilisation of its financial
resources are a tangible expression of its detormination to press ahaad with
its ideological aims with total disregard for the suffaring involved,

I believe that this policy intundoel/--
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I beliave that this policy intended to be in the interests of
Afrikaner or maybe even white survival is ivhuman and cruel. It is a form
of brutality which must brutalise its perpetrators, while degrading those who
suffer so sorely as a result of it.

I believe that a policy which denies a person the right to sell
his or her labour on the best market, and which locks & man into a category
of employment for his entire working life, that is if he is sufficiently
fortunate to be requisitioned for in the first place, to be entirely devoid
of any semblance of human feeling.

I baliave that to break up black families and to make the lives
of black pecple entirely depencent on little bits of paper,-permits and
proofs that they are who they say they are and where they say they are - is to
reduce them to ciphers and to deny their essential humanncss. All are
diminighed in a society which indulges in such practices.

In case anyons may still think that such things do not happen thoy
might be interested to know that the Administration Board of the Western Cape
took R229,351 for fines imposed for influx control during the first six months
of 1981 (Hansard 3/81).

10,704 pecple were tried and 10,250 were convicted in Market Strect
Commissioner's Ccurt in the first six months of 1981 for influx control and
documents.(Hansard 3/81).

There were 38,468 arrests in the Republic for Pass Laws in tho
first six months of 1981. Of these 15,301 man and 10,035 women were *ricc
and convicted (Hansard 3/81).

Squatters from Nyanza were deported to the Transkei.
2017 people were deported during August 1581 (Hamsard 7/81.)

The Covernment has gone a step further than the endorsement out
of urban areas of people whom it considers to bo undesirable or superflucus, =»nd
and has taken to deporting people who are South African citizens born in Scuth
Africa, but who hovo boon deprived of thoir South African citizonship by tha
stroke of a pen,

And these deportotions took place after many of tho people hal
been subjected to the most outrayeous harassment at Nyanga, and eventually
guns wore trained on them amd they were shot at. Their only crime was &
desire to live togother in family units and to work and earn a livolihood.
But they wore not permitted the realisation, nor even the recognition of snch
basie, primary needs. They have simply had to join the long, long list of
victims of the apartheid machine. 1In Fobruary 1982 tho samd dune on which

they lived was flattenod, and the hourding goes om, night and day. .. . . ht/.
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It is act possible for those who make such laws amd those wnc rc
regponsible for administering them to remain unchanred and unaffected by *thom,
If they do not reject them sufficiently to cry. "Enough } " and tc refuce
to have anything further to do with them, then they must inevitably be dabaised
by them, together with all those who bear silent witnosas.

1981 suw the stringent applicition of the Group Areas Act.
The Indian people of Verceniginz were forcibly moved out of the central
business arca, Thay were also cjectod from Nowtown. 1456 Families wore
removed from Paseview (17 2re still resident there (H1.sard 5/81).
So-callad Colourad amd Indian people living in the white areas of
Johanncsburg, because thoy were unable to find any accommodaticn at all in
their own Group Areas, have been hounded, chorged, brouht to court, found
milty, fired and avicted., Ard this has happened despite the Governmant's
acknowledrement of tho acute housing shortage. MAvproximately 130 paorla ara
presently facing prosecution and eviction, but thare are literally thcus-rds
who could be prosecuted (Actstrp).

Speaking at a public meeting in Samdton, Dr. Koornhof said that
the prosecution amd eviction of a Joha .nesburg coloured woman for liviny in 2
flat in a white Group Area was "particularly hurtful®, ond that cases like
this "make us faal very sorry amd we are determined to move away from
hurtful diserimination.....But the law, mst be maindained", (Star 23/10/t1).
1t is apposito to ask who makes the law, and why is no attempt made to chin’o
it if it is "hurtful" and "“sorry¥making?

But there is no sign that the Government iutends letting up on
its invocatior. of this brutal and irhuman act, which is one of the cornerstcres
of its total strategy of scparaticn.

132 white families, 7,589 Coloured tamilies and 4,572 Indian .
families are still to bo woved umdur the Croup Arsas hct. (Hansard 6/81).

Neither is there any sign of easing in tho thorny arena of
justice - quite the ccntrary, in fact. Fipures for banning and detenticna
ara frequently contradictory amd confusing, In Jumary of this year hra.
Helen Suzman was told by the Head of tho Security Folice that 159 peoplo wors
being detuined under various seccurity laws. The firure obtuined by hcr tuc
months prior to this was 131 (Star 5/1/82). The Star's Thermomator of
Justice lists 336 persona asz having been detained zince the beginning of 1.1,
some of whom hid boon charged and some released, whiloe tho remainder are -fLilil
in detention. (Star 14/1/82). Thae Detaiinces' Porents support Commitiouo
claims that ovar 5000 people have been deotained since 1963 3 cver 400 are
known to have been detiined since Jamary 1981 ; amd over 160 peopla are

gtill in detention (D.P.5.C. 28/1/62).
But whotever the exact fipuros/---
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But whatever the oxact fipures may be thoras is no doubt that tho-e
has been a heavy clamp down since tha lattar part of 1981, particularly on
students and trado unionists, many of whom have uow been in detention for
several months. Our own membor, Esther Levitan, hes been detained since tha
beginning of Jamuary, 1982, and Keith Coleman, son of our Transvaal Resicnil
Chairman, since October, 1981.

Detainess are held in sclitary confinement, without access to tnair
legal advisers or their friends, though the couragaous work of the Dotainecs'
Parents Support Committse, with Audrey Coleman and her nusband Max, in the
vanguard, has resulted in occcasional access to some of the detaineses.

However this cous not alter the fact that the detainases are within the
absolute power of the Security Police and are deniod the protection cof the
courts. Detwoen them, the Covernment and the Security Police are a lauw untc
themselvos, responsible to no one but each other, accountable to no-cne, "ni
with a free and unrestricted rein to do 4s they pleese and to whom thay plesse.

On 5th Pgbruary young Meil Aggett died in dotention, allojsoedly
fourd hanged in his cell. He had becn detained since November, 1981, with
no reasons given and no charge preferred against him, According to all who
knew him he was a very special young man, sentle, loving, compassionate -
characteristics which, in this brutal society, can apparently lead cnly tu
trouble. 1In this tragic instance he paid for them with his life, as olhecrs
have done befcre him,

Then there is Thozamila Gqweta, a strcng, healthy young man,
who appeared in the psychiatric ward of the Johannasburg General Hospital in
a state of mental ard pysical collapse after months in solitary cenfinemcent
under Section 6, But apparently the horror caring people felt at what can
ba done to people by the inhuminity of their fellows was nct shared by some
Parliamentarians, one of whom commented to the amusement of his colloapucs th:ot |
panp.la are no% in solitary if they are being interrogated.

Only a sick society can practice imdefirite detention in
solitary confinoment.
Only a sick socicty can comdone it.

Only & sick or a frightcened Government needs to operate behiid
an ever-thickening curtain of eccncealment,

lumbera of thooe who have appeared in the Courts after having hean
held in detention hove compleined of being torturod, thouph no official
investigation of the Security Police by the Security Police hus over
confirmed such accusations. However rumours have beon, ard remain rife
that detainecs are subjected to all kinds of brutal troatment.
Whatover the truth of this nis,/—
Pace Ten/
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Whatover the truth of this may be the Government is showin: its
uttur contempt for tho fundamental democratic values of human liborty, freodom
and dignity by arbitrarily banning and detaining people. The integrity cf
each member of socioty is diminishod by indifference to the denial of human
rights to othars.

Spoaking at a seminar on "Roform in South Africa" Professor To.ranca
Doard of Rhodes University said, "The powers of the security police are as
groat as anywhere aelsc in the world.....they 2re nothing less than frightoning...
The secrocy which now surrcunded peolice activities had to o large extoent placod
tho police forco baycnd scrutiny and thus beyond accountabilityeeeee™.
(star 1/12/81). And Mr. Geoff Budlonder, addressing o meeting called by
tho Detalineos' Parants Suppert Committea, said that "The Covornment romeved its
opposition by defining ite enemies as eriminals, '"Trials are the
culmination of a process of ramoving opposition by defining enemics a8 criminuls
who have broken the 1awe Tho courts are usod as respected validatoers of the
process....The whole process of political trials gives the stamp of authority
to State acticns : . (R.D.I 29/1/82).

The Rabio Commission on Security Legislation has added now
erimes of "subversion® and "incitemont™ to the alreoady daunting list, and has
increased penaltios for soma offences. In its report, raletsed on 3ird February
1982, it did not shift away from detention without tricl ; tho suggested
checks to novern detentiona, bannings and restriction orders were totally
inadequate ; and it placed no limitaticn on the length of time a Secticn 6
detainee could be held. The Commission in fact emdorsod the Covernment's
apparont contempt for the Courts and due lagol practices.

Ite rocommendation of the estublishment of a Ministry of Law and
Order, approved by tho Government, has an omincusly un-Waestern ring to it. It
noeds to be constantly romembercd thet law and crder do no: necessarily have
anything tc do with juostice, in fact they are likely tc {lourish best in a
strictly controlled totaliturian socioty.

In a freo society 12w and order can best be maintained with tho
consent cf the povarned living contentedly undur laws they consider to be just.
In such 2 society thoere should bo no noed for a Ministry of Law and Order, cnly
cng of Justico which is acknowledgeld to be done.

Mr. Tom Manthata, Secretary of the Conwmdttee of Ten, saw tihe
roport as a declaraticn of war by whites zruinst blacks. It is daclarad
arainst those who sympothise with the sufferinge of tha poople and on the peoplc
thomselves". (Sowotan 5/2/82)

The paople have lost all confidonce that justice will be dong,
because in Security matters it is not soon to be dono.

The authocrities uhﬂuf-.--
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The authorities show the arrogsance of non-accountability in their treatment avae:
of the relatives of the detainees. When thae laws themsalves have little to dc
with justice and much %o dv with the rotention of power they do not provide

protection for ordinary citizens and result in tyranny,

Parlivps »no of the most terrifying aspects of being a citizan of
this country ia that ona is totully denied the protcecticn of the law,

Mr. Sidney Kentridge said in an address to 2 Parents' protast
mecting, "Aftor nearly 20 years of detention withicut trial poople forget how
drastic a departurc those lews are from civilised concepts of individual liberty
and human rights"...(Sunday Brpress 29/11/82).

He referred to the "dubious reputation agquired by the Spcurity
Police in the sphere of detentiona™ and maid., There are miny cases which hiwe
oome before the courts where it has been.....accepted.....that nembers of the
Security Polico have 2bused their powers. Nonetheless, I know of no caso whare
any of the police officers concurned has becen even publicly reprimanded, let <love
munished",

Add to this the calibre of sc many of tho people who have bean
detained, 46 or more of whom have paid the final pemalty of death, and you come
face to face with a society in which people are punished for their virtues - Jer
being caring, compassionate human beings,dedicated to the achievement of a just
society in which there is no discrimination = while those who behave with cuilous
ﬂrmé:ﬁnun are rewardod by having total power over others vested in them,

While brutality and irhumanity are probably most blatant in the
spheras of justice .l removals, callousness amd indiffercnce are evident across
the entire spectrum of Government. The labour reforms, based largely on thc
findings of the Riekert and Wichahn Commissions, were *imed only at incorporatiiy
a2 "spegrogated' class of qualified urban blacks, while keeping the unemployed
bottled up in the humel=nds.

Thore have certainly been attompts to improve labour relations,
but. many of the black trade unions are unhappy about restrictions imposed on them,
and the widespread detention of trade union ledders and activitists does ncthin-
to inspire workiers with confidencu.

The Manpower Training Act of 1981 keopt training separate for thn
different race groups, *hus re-inforecing apartheid.

The renort of the De Langa Committee iato education preopnsad
dramatic changes under one ministry of educiation, but this pivotal recuommenl.i_c.,
which black poople huve been demanding for so long = viewing it as their only
reliable means of achieving equity with whites in educaticn - was immediately

rejoected by tho Govermnment,
The pattern seams to ho/-- Parg 1:,‘,(-_..-
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The pattern seems tc be that tha Government appoints Commissions or Committou:,
axtracts from their {indings those recommendations which best fit in with its
unchanging policy of apartheid, and discards all those other suggestions which, in
the main, are the ones which offer hope and encouragement tc the dispossessod
millions, Discrimination enjcys conatant renewal while real and meaningful
change is avoided.,

Tho recant scandal over the leakape of matriculation examination
papers for black pupils is & case in point with a callous and indifferent ruling
from the authorities that thousands of students must re-write their examinations

without even a by-your-loeave, aa though no hardship was entailed
Politically reform was the name of the game in lfﬁ .

But it has been perfectly cbvicus that the Government will not
accept any reccmmendations that do not conform to its fundamental pelicy, and that
the only so=called reform which will be countenanced will be cosmotioc.

When ilr. P. W. Botha himself admits, as he did, that "self-
determination" really means much the same as "white dominction®, and when
Dr. Koornhof let slip that a Cabinet ccmmittee had been anpointed to investivcais
the crowding out of whites by blacks in parks and at railway stations
(surday Times 23/12/81) then one might be forgiven for questicning whether theoia
is any intention at all of any kind of reform, split or no split.

There were more than 50 acts cof sabotage ard wviclonce from
Jamary to October 1931, a 200 percent incrense on the same period during the
previous year, (Weekend Apgus 19/12/81)

A Markinor public opinion survey showed that while the over-
whelming majority of whites bolieved the Government was handling race relaticna
correctly, a sharply dual.:i.ning number of blacks felt that way. A growing
mmber of whites appeared to be sanguing about their lot in life while a
dwindling rumber of blacks were.(Week-end Argus 19/12/81)., So the commnicoticx
gap widens and resentmant and ignorance walk hand-in-hand,

Kleurling, the Earthling from Eldorado Park wrote in a lettor 4o
the editor that "Gererations of South Africans are now compleotely braimwashod und
programmed to regard dissidonts, critics and opponents of the apartheid idenlciy
as criminals of the final order, for they will still show compassion for killers
and thieves, but not for people or organisaticns foumd rmilty of contravening
pclitical tenets of the National Party GCovermmont®... (Star 5/1/82)

Mrs. Cornalette Mosala spoke of the rural woman as conly existing
mag a statistic, a problom 4and a bauut of burden living a life that resembles
death" (Sowotan 21/12/81)
S. D. Ngobeni of Alexandra wecto/....
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S. D. Ngobeni of Alexandra wrote, "Pecple, where am I goings oo ..
vacant post? In hoaven? For how long must I keep on suffering? Do thecse in
authority know or remember that the vary city they are denying us employmunt in,
wag developed and mrde civilized by us blacks?.....l used to think that whitoe
people would respect amd love their fellow human baeingss born amd bred in this
contingnt mothor Africu, But we are instead the most hated, Whitas from all
over tho world migrating to this country encounter no such difficultigs we blacks ar
are faced with", (Sowetan 4/11/81)

When T.V. 2 made its long-promised appearance during 1981,
Percy Qcboza had this tc say. ™To think that the whole exercise cost this
country nearly R110 million in the face cf hunger, starvation and disease in the
countryside. One begins to see how this naticn's priorities are developed. To
spond that amount of money while ignoring the needs of the communities, can cnly
mean one thing, lNamely that television, like radic, is szon by the Governmend, ne-
in terms of its cntertainment value, but of the effective propaganda medium it r..
become". (R.D.M 5/1/82)

An editorial in the Sowetan pointed cut that "We all love thia
country and no sane person would like to see a violent disruption to his lifestyl~
But there are basic issues, very sericus issues, which are eating at the very sci.s
of blacks, We dc not have to go into the pass system, influx contrel, into b.r
pay and the dismal housing situation. We don't ovon need to speak about the
scandal of squatters in a country that is inviting and encouraging thousands cf
white emigrants. We nued not speak about unemployment and lost job opportuni+i .=
we hardly have to breathe about the forced homeland issue and the politics of L~
inequality. These things hove been said often encugh.

We beliave it is utterly hypoecritical and even unpatriotic fer sles
in the lap of privilege to wish to convince thomselves that the majority in this
country has ncthine to complain about. Whites have to wake up to reality. [hoy
are sitting ¢n a time bomb", (Sowotan 4/11/81).

This brings me tc the basic nacossity of having an informed pubiic
and to the Steyn Commission into the Mass Media and its restrictive recommend iz s,
In proposing a Government-controllod register for journalists it appears tc rogus
tham as wouvld be anarchists intont on misreprosenting the news to the detrimert
of socioty as a whole and the government in particular. In reality the majors
of thom are dodicatod, hard-working, coften umierpaid, concerned citizens deoing
their best to sort tho vhoat from the chaff, campght up 4s they are in the
Government's interminable and tortuous word games. By and lurge they do thein
bast to present the facts and tc cocmment on them, as all citizens are, or shouls ..

entitled to do.
It sooms tc mo that tho Governmont/--.
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It seems to me that the Governmont, and with it the Steyn
Commission, are seaking to apportion Llame for the publication of material tiiey
find undesirable in torms of their own intorests, on the Press and its
unfortunate journalists, to divert public attention from the fact that it is
their own acticns which are roprehensible, not the reporting of them,

1f the Steyn recommendations become law thon the final nail
will have been hammared into the lid of the coffin c:f?frnu pross, but even mcre
frightening is tha knowledge that the public will not aven be aware that it is
daad, nover mind buried. It is human nature to forget what is not constantly kept
in the public eye.

How many of us ramamber, every time woc opon a nowspaper, that we
are no longer getting any news abcut the Army, or military operaticns, or prisons,

or the police unless passed for publication by the relevant authorities?

How many of us realise that, .though wo misht be told of those
killed on the Border, we know nothinz of the mumbers of wounded and maimed?

How many of us still remember to wonder whether there is nct a
great deal going on that we know nothing at all about, 2nd that we will nover know
about because the press is forbidden tc publish?

I1f more restrictive laws are introduced we will know even loss
than we do now, and the Government will be free to .uaurr:_.r on with whatever it is
that it wishes to hide, untrammelled even by tho limitad degree of account-.bility
to which it is presently held by the vigilance of a fow,.

If my premise of Government brutality has been proven then it
will be free to multiply unremarked. If ignorance is irdeed bliss then one caL
only express the forlorn hope that the inevitable awakening won't be tco rudo.

Indiscussing the evants of 1981 I find that I have made no real
mantion of the Genecral Electicn, called by the Prime Minister for no apparent rolson,

There were gains to tha right and the left of him, but it remainecd
essentially a non-ovent, except that it cost tho taxpayors R2,609,000. (Hansan! 6/,

The opposition groupings, howaever, have problems, Bac2use the
ootablishment is so undesirsble in basic human terms the opposition is threwn into
confusion, Thoso whe opt for total non-participation do so largely because thar
are oxperiencing a totul reaction to brutality, to which they are totally cpuozed.
But the logical end-result of noneparticipation is confrontaticn, which is alwa s
and inevitably brutal.

On the othar hand/-—
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On the other hand those whe are inclined to opt for particiv i o
in the hepe that this will lead to evoluticn by negotiation, are at tha same time
fearful of being insidiously sucked into the vortex of a brutal astablishment,
with which they would profer not to have to associate themselves. Thus tha
dilemma constantly compounds itsalf,

If this Government got any real and obsarvable store by basic
human values, there probably would not be such 2 deop cleavipge batween it and nll
secticns of the opposition, neither would the opposition be so divided. Scmeni:ra
thore would be common meeting ground., Communication would not be difficult tc
the point of impcssible.

I remember with horror the first time I heard or read the worms
"libaralism®™ and "humanism" = words which for me have alwcys evcked the Lest
elaments of tho human epirit - allied with the word "sickly". I remembor my sense
of outrage at the phrase, "Sickly liberal humanism", I simply could not belicva
it was moant seriously, But that phrase was no accident, for it exactly
portrayed Government attitudes to such admirable human concepts 2s freedom, di nity,
eivil rights, justice, compassion., And it still dces. That phrase, sickly
liberal humanism, was the directicn-firder, the compass by which the Government
has steered its policy ond the entire country in pursuit of the security of the
Afrikaner nation. 1In sc doing it has blunted the sensitivities of everyone,
without exception, amd reduced their level of humanity.

I resent whot has been dong to the valucs I hold dear.

1 resent the difficulty we all experience in trying to retain
our standards in an emwvironment where words have lost their meaning, where the 1iws
themselves denigrate decency, . and where moral and ethical concepts hove
been turned upside down,

I resant the deobasement of the society in which I live and the
manner in which all its people have been dehumanised.

I kinow that all my colleayues and frienls in the Black Sash sh re

my resentmant,

I know th»t we will contimue to resist, 2s best we can amd 28 ue
hive always done, the brutalising offects of living within a brutal emvirommont,

I know that we will do ocur outmest to retain cur integrity .. our
consisteoncy. I know that we will face the future courageously, armed with our boiiol
in the rightness of cur cause to seck amd premote justice nnd human rights ard
liborties for all.

I know that we will stick together, despite inuvitable differonces, 2nd thit we
will net give up our fight for a society where justiece anml fiir dealing previil,

and where the values we holl dear will once apain be respected and pursued.

JOYCE HARRIS
KARGH 1982, NATIONAL PRESIDENT.
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