Address delivered by Dr. Beyers Noudé on the Occasion of the Graduation Ceremony
of the Federal Theological Seminary, Edendale, Pietermoritzburg, March 16, 1977

ot 2.30 p.m.

CHPISTIAN MINBTRY IN A TIME OF CRISIS

In times of growing uncertainty it is dongerous to predict the course of future events
but | believe thot future events will substontiate my cloim that in two very importont
respects your ministry will differ from thot of any other group of Block ministers in

South Africa who have offered themselves for the service of the ministry in their re-

spective churches:

l.

You are entering the ministry in o time of serious crisis in the history of our
country. It is o period of great upheaval, of seriows unrest, of increasing
tension between Block ond White (ond also Block ond Black), of ever-growing
meosures of oppression by the government aqgainst all whom the government be-
lieves are threotening the security of the stote and the identity of the White
mon, especially the Afrikoner.

The church o1 on institution, insofor as it is willing to fulfil its divine calling,
will be deeply involved in ond affected by these events. The majority of the
Whites of present seem o belleve that law ond order has agoin been restored
ond that psoce ond colm have retumed to this lond. You a.xd | know that, os
for s the Block community is concemed, the upheavals of the past months are
but the outward sign of a movement of deep and vibrant stirrings towards free-

dom which can no longer be suppremed by force.

During your life-time, | balieve, you are going to experience and hopefully
participate in the most importont process of politcal and soclal change which
this country hos ever experienced. There is no doubt in my mind, despite pre-
dictions ond denicls to the conirory by the powen-thot-be, that the present
system of rocial oppression is like o patient, olreody sericusly ill, ond now en-
tering Ity long-suffering slowly -dying periad. This potient I3 desperotely cling-
ing to life ond will fight with all the power, meons and energy ot his disposol
‘o stave off the dying doy - but it is of no avail: he will not survive. No poli-
tical or police expertise, presently frantically odministering emergency medi -
cloas ot the bedside of this old shuibbom pater fomitlos, Is poing to save his
iife. He Is destined to die and disappéor, and with his death we will not only
view the end of an oppressive rule over a long period of time, but the tronsl-
tion fowards political liberation which millions of Blacks have been praying
for, struggling for and locking forward to for decados. | believe this tronsition
is going to be o turbulant, poinful and violent one - like that of the birth of
a newly-bom child, too long delayed, but you are going to witness this birth:
the appearonce of o new independent and liberated stated called Azania.
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| believe it to be o vimi nporonce that o: ‘heological tuton ond sthudents, and as
future ministers of t e Gor,el, you should ask yourselves how you are preparing your-
selves for the crishs si'uztio ) of "his pre-liceration period which is olready port and
parcel of yoisx present life, 3+ well a3 for e immediate post-liberation period which
cowid become o reciity sooner tnon many, migh' realise. It seems ta me that there ore
four ponsible woys in #hich ciergy, present and Riture, could reoct to this situation:

1.

You could cont.rue witn ¢ traditional form of minisiry which has been honded
down over hundreds of yeors os if nothing of great portent hos hoppened or is
hoppening: (c; The oren>ting one Sunday ofter the other of one sermon after
the other with little, if any, relevonce to the crucial soclal or political issves
of the day: in othes words . sermon which Redio Bontu or the 5. A.B. C. would
be very happy to oroadcay:, (b) dutifully consecrating morrioges hopefully in
occordance with Chvist's demand for the sanctity of marrioge but always in cbe-
dience to the d c'ates of the racial laws of the stote; (c) foithfully confiming
new believers, ~initering to the sick, burying the deod and comforting the
berecved. '

| do not for o single moment wish to create the imprassion that this form of
ministry i3 nc* valid or necemory or sought-after, but | feel It to be of vital
imporionce fo ask this crucial qguestion at this time of the existence of the
Ohristian Cwr:h in South Africa: What imoge of the gospel of Christ and of
His Kingdom is being created ond conveyed to the laity ond to the world by
such o ministry if no othe: dimersion is added ? ls the donger not very
real thot such o form of priestly service could be 1een to be 50 timelems, 1
generalised or d therefore 1o be 10 unepecific of to be largely meaningles ?

The stresses ond terw’cms of the time and the demands for relevont leadenship
by your psople might crect » such uncertainty, confusion and even conflict
in your owna mind and heor. that you might be tempted to seek refuge from
your ogasyy and ou feelings of Insacurity in o spiritualised ministry, a per-
sistond call to individua! pietism or evongelism lorgely devold of social con-
cern, or @ flight into blisful chorismatic experiences.

| do not for one moment wisth to create the impression thot such plety, proyer,
spirituality or chorisnatic experiences should not form o vallid and importont
port of the Ohristian life or ministry - but here ogain | see It to be of vital im-
portence 10 rsise the question of what kind of Imoge of the gospel of Christ

ond of His Kingdom is thersby being created ond conveyed through o minlstry
which glorifies or over-gmphasises the abovementioned troits to the exclusion

or serious neglect of other equally valid ond important qualities, expssssions
ond experiences of Christion life, folth ond wimess.

In the rising ride of Black Comciousness, of politicol aworeness ond of mossive
conacientisoticn which millions of Blocks b=~ experienced ~+inn tha Lot two

1o three yean there «« refla~sed very clezrty fe growing hope and expecidtion
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of libesation from e system of rocicl oppremion under which millions of Blocks
have been suifering for 30 many years. This new ond powerful force of Block
Coneclousness whi ch has smerged c.eotes o serious dilemma, but also a tremend-
ous opportunily fo: every minister or primt: 10 decide what the nature and the
extent of his identif cation with his people should and will ba in their struggle
for political ad toal liberation. The st-ength of your own convictions ond the
depth of your >wn feelings o3 o Black, equally wifering under the painful yoke
of discriminaticn cnd denial of basic human rights, could easily leod you into
the templation cf icentifying yourself o wholeheortedly with the cry of your people
that a purely or predominantly politicol role will roke precedence over the pro-
clamotion of the gospel. It is not Impcssible to visualise o situation arising in
your own life where Christian vaolues ond criteria in o period of intense notional
stroggle for liberation ar forced into such wheervient positions that the voice
of the outhentic Christ could tempororily be drowned or silanced as the oy of
Amondlo. rises 1o o creszendo when political liberation is recllsed. And who,
if judged by human criteria, could blome you if you uncritically Identify such
politicol freedom with Christion libaration: Didn't the Afrikoners do the some
when the yoke of British imperiolist oppression become too heavy to beor ? bt
do not forget, whan this hour of glory of pelitical liberotion arrives, that Christ
ond His memoge of rorsformation, of humon life and of [iberation of mankind
stonds obove all politicai policy, all social systems, all economic struchures.
Do not forget that He continues 1o stand os the Lord over all humon systems,

all histeric events, deeply awore of the itrength, as well o1 of the failure of
all such systems or policies because none of them can ever conlain the fullness
of the life which only the Kingdom of God offers to all men!

4. | wish %0 mention a fourth reoction which ro me seems to be the nearest o the
demands of the goswpel for a valid Christian ministry. You could, alreody wort-
ing mow, comciously look at the course of present events and future develop-
ments ond prepare younelf spirituolly, theologically, intellectually ond emo-
tionolly for these events in the realisation that God is wanting you, as a fol-
lower of Christ ond as o messenger of the gospel, to moke some positive contrl-
bution, however small, 1o the furtheronce of His Kingdom omong all the pecple
of South Africa. This preporotion would require that you inform yourself first
of all, of the most crucial imues that you believe your pecple In porticulor,
but also the country o1 @ whole, will have o face within the next decade.
Thevralore it is vitally lmportant thot you thould atk yourself this question: Which
ore the most pressing problems that | as o mon of God will encounter ond will
have o ossist in solving 7

Furthemaore, | believe it 10 be of vitol importonce that you should ok your-
solf what Christ will demond of you as o humon being, a3 a Christion, as o

theolegion or potior, os a leader In your community in the role that you will
have 1o play in determining the outcome of these problems.

The maoln lssuves

| belleve thot there are four important basic 1uues which will have to be faced in the
first yoors of your ministry:
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The isuve of Wr}, peverty and went:  South Africa hos now
entered the pesiod « a us, but especially the Blacks, are paying deorly
for the expersive cosh of the unrealisoble policies of seporote development.
With the cost of living continually spiralling the ever-increasing taxes, o rising
rote of inflation, lesier irvestments and othor seriously inhibiting economic foct-
ors, it is inevitgble that unemployment, especially omongst the Blacks, will in-
crease in leaps and bounds with millizns of people being forced to live in sjtuations
of dire povert; with ¢'l the social and economic unrest resulting therefrom. In
such o situation history hos proved time and ogain, that the lower income groups
are always the firxt 1o be odversely offected and the last to be meaningfully
libercted. How is this situation going to affect the noture of your ministry ? Are
you golng to set a priority on the erection of extersive places of worship under
these circunsionces? Are you possively going to accept the state of economic
deprivation thus creoted, or are you willing fo involve younelf and your local
community meaningfully in economic and socicl development progromenes of salf-
libesation, self celiance ond self-deveiopment ?

for politicol liberotion: The evenh of Soweto, June 16, 1976 ond

happening since by woy of rgids, detentions, aorrests, trials, con-
vi:ﬂcl'l ocquittals, with hundreds or young Blocks fleeing the country - all
these are but the outword signs of o deep inward struggle for politicel liberotion
which your people are woging. We are cumrently witnessing the disploy of a
monster of power of a diciotorial regime which is intent upon crushing all ins
opponents but which in the long run will inevitably devour ond destroy itself - with
millions of innocent people, both Black ond White, being the victims of such
ideclogicol modness. The recently promulgated Internal Security Act, the Ter-
rorism Act ond now' the newly introduced Newspaper Bill with its clear intention

of eventually suppressing oll meaningful press freedom in the country, ore but
the first of on ever-increcsing number of oppressive legal measures to follow.

Similorly, | believe we are going experience the inevitable opposision to such
measures which wi!! Include - 3¢ we hovy clready s*arted 1o see = demomstro-
tions, strikes, limited forms of sobotoge ond vrban guerilla warfare with all
the conflich ond clashes ottending thereto and resulting therefrom.

Every Black parish or congregation is going to be affected by this struggle and
in @ very lorge number of such parishes or congregations there will be indivi-
duals who will be involved, directly or indirectly, in attempts to achieve poli-
tical liberotion for their people. Whether you ot miniiter would wish-thisto-
happen or not, your whole ministry will be deeply affected by these evenh ond
by the struggle of your people and | belleve it to be of vital importance that
you should olreody now serlowsly consider and decide what Christ is demanding
of you in your witness ond contribution to this struggle.

Growi and resultant polarisation: | am convinced that every
Tl e Ts sTrasdy TocTng ood Wl Tncrecsingly have 1o foce this

movement of growing estrongement and resultant polarisation between Black
ond White in our community. Only o totally insensitive ond collous humon-

being could be unaware of the fost growing frustration ond bittemess omongst

/5.un.



Poge 3

your own people wirn the racial policies of our country ond the attitudes of many
members of the ‘Whiie community and the tremendous challange which this fast
growing tersion iy o-esenling to the unity of believers of different races in o multi-
rackal church. Mory of us ares awore of the imisten! question being roised by mony
young Blacks, in their discussions with their ministers when they ask this penetrat-
ing question: is there still o ploca for the White man in the Christion church ? If
30, is there s*.1, o ploce for me s 0 Block? Equally we are awore of the hordening
of attitudes or the oot ot mony Whites and *he tragedy of their lack of undenstand-
ing of the mesg e wrich tae Block community hcs been trying to convey to South
Africo, especially :i- e ‘.ne 16, last yecr. The outzome of the recent municipal
elections, the horiner farms of government security legislotion - gll these tend to
aggravate this situation. Whether you wish this to hoppen or not, the foct is thot
you ore being forced into o very invidious position where, on the one hand, thers
will be the insistent and more militant demonds of your Black youth for the ax-
pression of your proo’ of full solidarity ond identificotion with their ideal for
Block liberation, whilst ot *he some time the hardening of the attitudes of Whire
church membenhip a3 a result of the fear of lows of power and privilege is creot-
ing a nearby Intlercble situotion. The bosic theological question which you will
hove to foce, together with all ministens of the Christion foith in our country,
both Block and #hite will be this: Will the power of the reconciling love of
Christ be strong enough 1o unite these strongly opposing forces ? Or will it be
swapt Bway in 3 g owing rodicalisat on of 2 farny of polivieal revolution ?

4.  The claim of ideologies venrius the power of the gospel: Another isue which | be-
Teve olready forms the bouis of llvely discussions, especiclly in the politicolly-
corscious Block community, arethe cloims mode by the ideoclogy of Morxism ond
the Increasing attroction which in palitical ond economic philosoply is beginning
to have for Block: in South Africa - not necesoarily out of the sincers belief that
such an ideclogy wi!. ba the final onsweer to the needs of the Block community,
but more out of exasperation that the present oppressive nature of the rocial poli=
cies of our county, connot ond will no longer be endured. Knowing very little
about the oppressive nature and proctice of Communist regimes, especially those
of Russion origin, soma of them tend to visualise a falsely optimistic ond rosy
picture of what life under Communist rule cowld be. Others, more realistic and
progmotic in their opprooch, ore willing as a form of strategy to accept the
amistonce offered by Communist countries to achieve their goal of liberation
in the hope that after independence they will be strong encugh to assert their
polltical outoncary cr:d economic Independence.

Into_this discumion i3 9l introdhwsad the 22l s 2o 2o asznomls gystem which
could more cleorly express and implement o concept of Justice for the majority
of the community thon the present capitalist system of free enterprise which
South Africo proctises. Anybody knowing anything obout the feelings of Blocks
in South Africa should be aware of their serious dissatisfoction and criticism of
our present day economic system of free enterprise. This whole system Is being
seriowsly questioned ond Increasingly a strong interest is expressed in gathering
all relevont Informotion regording the pousible oltematives of forms of sociolimm
such as those practised by China or certain countries on the continent of Africa.
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It is of vital ‘r-corance that in 11is struggle 1o find 1 more accepiable political
ond economi - 1ate tha i ristian eourel, inciuding ever: priest or minister
who tokes his . v'nist 7 vrrl Gly, snoula (2form Al mself of the trus nature of such
systams with @ v cw 0 #valuate thom in tha light of tha gosoel ond of the Chwist-
fon foith. This |, a- fssue whicn can no icnger be igrored or delayed by Christ-
lans, both Bic: =~J Wh'te, in South Africu, When | read the slogon on sticken
ottoched to the wirc.-recms of moto cars randing: 'Jesus is the answer’, | have,
on more thon >re oc cuc:, been tempted 1) 2:4 the irmates of such o cor: Do
you know whe: s a..swe' is wnan Listen.ng to tre cloims which are being mode
by capitolisr or. the cne *and, and Nerxism on the other hand? Do you sincersly
believe (03 | o tha! e r-ve ontwer i1 rol 10 be found in vither of these two
economic syitems, but t-ar only as the truth of the Kingdom of God and its real-
hotion on earth is bein; enocted more fully and joyously by oll Christians, the
trus onswer wi | be fourd.

The demand of Christ

In ond amidst this simggle for o new future, o ~ew saciety which will hopefully be more
in occordonce with Gud's demand for justice anl rz-~520000 of humon dignity, Christ

is colling you as His disc.ple, -His messoge-bearer, His delegated reprasentative. He, the
Christ who hos laid ho«d of your life ot some time in the pas’, and called you 10 His
service, is laying cloim to your toral life aad loyalty as you enter the future. It 13,
omongst others, a cleim.

L. perona’ life: A life of Cheistian simplicity, true piety, moral recti-
specitual vikality where your personal exomple will play o decisive role
in your minis'ry. Your preoching, your pastoral care, your Christian leodership
will 1o a very lorge ~ea*ure be determined by such personol exomples. Equally
you will very won discover the demand of Christ for offering strong leodership,
disploying unfl nchi-g couroge ond focing tha willingne:s of voluntary suffering
ond socrifice in e ‘oce of ever-increasing politcal wrveillance ond persecu-
Hon.

2. Hﬁ‘ ministry: But the situation of growing tension and emerging conflict
be wed by Christ to lay o special claim upon your ministry os o messen-
ger of His gospel. it will be o cloim by Christ upon your theological proclamation,
upon your political involvement ond upon your Cheistian identification.

i . T — —

%E?s%pxmﬂm What is the nature of your preaching.going to
ting to the Corinthions regording the nature of his proclamation,
stotes clearly: “For | decided 1o know nothing among you &cept Jesus Christ ond
him crucified. ® o Beoutiful phrase: Jesus Christ ond him crucified - but what does
this mean in the South African context of 1977, ofter June 16, 19767 What Is

the reol message, the opan !nvitation, the divine Judgment of this Christ, crucl=
fled, for soch of us, for His Church, for South African society today? Will we

be willing to preach o iheology of liberation ond hope, not devold of social

ond politicol contert and challenge, but filled with the real =z:z'ng of the
gotpel as it becnret mare releremt o tha com ~ale 4y 1Y Ly ore favolved ?
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My plea o you today will be this: Lat your messoge be 30 authentic, so relevant,
30 meoningful » its portrayal of the living Christ that people will know: This
mon has strugg’ed to moke the Christ of the New Testoment the living Christ of
today for those of U1 living in Umlazi, In Sibaso, in Langa - yes even in the
remotest comer >f o rural homelond: My plea to you would be this: Preach in
such o way that at the end of your life and its ministry you may be oble to say:

| too, have prociaimed the full coumel of God to the flock which He hos en-
rusted o me.

Your politica' involvement: | believe it to be of vital imporance, right at

the ounet of your ministry, to moke it for yourself whot the nature of your poli-
Hcal involvement is going o be. First of all, you will have to decide whether
you believe, on the bosis of the gospel, thot any relevant proclamation and
proctising of the Chiistion foith could ever be possible without becoming involved
In politics. | do not believe this to be possible: no religion - least of all the
Christion faith = cc 'Id or should be kept out of politics. On the other hond, |
believe it 10 be equolly important to recognise the important hruth that the Christ-
‘Jon foith shou.d never be identified with any specific political policy, social
" structure or economic system. No such poligy of system ever fulfils in the deepest
serse of the word, the demands of the Kingdom of God. Christ as Lord stonds
above all such systers or structures ond therefore the Christion should always
odopt o pasitive critica' attitude towords ony political, social or economic policy.

sApplied 1o the present political situation in Africa ond in South Africa this would -
surely imply tha! the minister as mon of God should at all times proclaim the
Biblicol demonds of justice ond freedom to all, regardies of siotion or power.
Applying the criteric of the gospel, his proclamation of God's salvation and
judgment should, without favour or prejudice, opply equally to the policies
ond proctisss of Idi Amin, Samoma Mothel, John Vorter or Kalser Motarazimo.
Give prolse where proise is due In occordance with the spirit and the mind of
Christ, but equalily pronounc.e judgment where this is demonded in the Nome
of the Lord

This ottitude ond opproach in our ministry is of special relevonce o the emerg-
Ing struggle for political power in South Africa. Let us not live under any
illusions that the transition from While minority rule 1o majority rule is going
o be on easy one; Mon's longing (and lust) for power, especlally as it hos
through the pas? yeors been stimulated by the mony false positions crected by
the govermment through its policy of rocial and ethnical division, will Involve
Sowth Africa not only in a bitter struggle for power between White ond Block,
but also between Block ond Block (o3 we ore currently witneuing in other ports
of Africa). Whot is Christ's demand to you under these circumsionces? Which

is your role going 1o oe: a portison political role In open support of o specific
growp or g Clristion leadership role which recognises both the good ond the bod

in soch poarty, policy or parson.

Your Christion Identificotion: In the present ond developing crisls you will in

all probabllity be confronted in your porish or congregation or your denomina-
Hon by ever-growing numben of politically conscious youth, crying out for
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liberation, of on increasing mumber of parent and odults in ogony and distress on
beholf of their zhiidren, by overwheiming social needs including economic depri -
vation, hunger and wont of your community = and pousibly many other such prob-
lams. Mony evenings os you come hame your heort and soul will ery out: Oh Ged,
give me the wisdom 1o discover ond know your will for mysalf in this time of crisis,
pive me the couroge to continue in your service, give me the love to forgive those
who oppress my people, give me tne strength to fight ogainst an evil system of
those who denv s o .r humen dignity ond our bosic human rights, give me the for-
titude to protest againgt those wno exploit the lobowr of our people for selfish

gain ond who Lie crmctically every meons to maintain their selfish control of

power.

3. Upon your deromiration: As | reod the present situation and try to look into an
uncarioin and unoredicloble immediate future, it seems to me thot every church
in South Afrlco wouia be chaollenged to declore its stand in word ond deed on the
following urgent issves:

Liberction: The call for liberation, softly spoken aboul amongst themsalves in
yeors gone by, hos now swelled to a wave of sound reverbating from one part of
the country lo the other as this concept has come alive in the hearts of millions
of Blocks. So deep is the gulf which divides the Whites in their thinking from
Blacks, that whot comes gcross to the Whites as o serious threot ond on imminent
donger 1ounds like sweet rh, thmic mutic in the ear of the Blacks: liberation,
liberation. ond whether your specific denomination or the church in generol in
South Africo likes it or not, withes every denomination will be faced with the
decision 1o ihote very clearly where It stonds with regord to this isve. The time
is possed where anv denomination in our country which wishes 1o be seen os
relevant 1o Block aspirations ond neeus, con any longer ignore the chollenge of
gorticipating in the uruggle for liberation. The question is no longer whather
but only how! Churches will hove 1o onswer - should in fact already hove
anewered - the question: What does liberation in the true Christion sense meon:
is it only personal ? spirihml ? or is it aho social, political, economic? If so,
whot emoctly is to be the role ond the wimes of the Christian Church in this
struggle for o new society ?

Reconcillotion: | om awors that many Black, including Black Christians, have
Become Tacresingly suspicious when Whites approoch them with o plea for re-
concilietion. They siate unequivocally: Yeu Whites wont reconciliation while
we Blocks seek liberation, and only when you are prepared loiidentify your-
selves with ouwr goal for liberation there con be true reconciliation. Without
that any such plea could never be reclised.

i we have o cleor and common understanding of whot true liberation implies, |

- would fully ogree with the above viewpoint. As somebody who belongs to an or-
gonisotion where for mony yeors we have stated clearly the demand for reconcilia-
tion based on justice, | om fully aware of the challenge which this situation pre-
sents b0 you and to your denomination. On the one hond there is the growing de-
mond for action towards libergtion eminating from the young militont Blacks: on
the other hand there is the increcsed hardening of attitudes and rejection of
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Block aspirarions o- 4 demands by a ssbrtontia’ secton of the White Christion com-
muni ty = ond L0 -ese bulonging 1o the some church and, in a few instonces, to

the some poris - ’WF:!T_ what will be Christ's demand of you under these
circumatonces © o ¢ is »our church, for instence, facing up to the isve of ormy
chaplaine, of < 5.4~ entic.s abjection, of ma rioge officers bound to implement

unjust rocial |=ws nf he state, of the suppor for victims of political oppression?

Relevonce: .3.30.. a8 nuver bafore, the churchi in South Africa is being tested re-
gording the rcieva~. -, credibility cnd liveratirg power of the messoge which it
proclcims. Mcny o° . *re aware how, in thy minds of an increasing number of
Iutrr, both W ite and 2'ack, there haos been a growing conviction of the increas-
ing irrelevance of “he church as or institution, or tha lows of its influence on the
minds of mony peou'e. Ciaims which the church hos mode regarding our true
brotherhood in Chriit, our unity despite oll differences, our sharing of spiritual
gifts a1 well os material privileges - these and many others have been exposed os
lorgely unsubsicnticted clc'ms. As the crisis despens and as the day of liberation
dawrs, the church will ba zhollenged as never before to prove and wbstontiate
the cloims of I AMa-ter that He indeed is the Way, .. Truth and the Life. |
sincerely believe that Chri:* has the powser and the urgent longing to lecd u o
a Christian communily into a new on! dseper undentonding of whot Christion
commiiment and Christion relevonce neon at this time in the history of His Church
in our country. | ca not know wha! the orawers will be that He will be willing and
dhlnﬁ-uhm, ot do | know whare this wiil lead us to, but this | know: In
Him is oll the fuifi'ment of all the espimations and the hopes of oll the oppresed,
the imprisoned, the blind, the millions who ore sho kied by the forces of evil.
He stands ot *he entry of o ~ew time, a new period in the history of our country
ond He beckon: .3 to follow Him o3 He lecds us into true and full liberation:




