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TWENTY YEARS OF OUR _LIVES.

Looking back on the lifc of the Black Sash I have becn amazed by
the fact that the organisation has changed so radically in the last 20 yearse.
Considering the character of the Women's Defcnce of the Constitution Leaguc,
as the Black Sash was named when it was formed,; the most surprising
achievement of all is that it is still alive and active.

The Black Sash was formed in 1955 when the Scnate Bill was
introduced in Parliament. Its férmation was preccipated by the public anger
aroused by yct another attempt to deprive the Colourcd voters of the Cape of
their franchise rights. After a march to a public meeting called by the
Mayor of Johannesburg, a group of women met the following weck and the
Women' s Defence of the Constitution Leaguc was formed. A constitution for
the organisation was drawn up and the aims and objccts defined. They were
to uphold thc principles of political morality and Parliamentary democracy in
South Africa ; to strivc to secure human rights and liberties for all, and to
educate oursclves and others politically.

At this timc we were, on the whole, a conscrvative group of women,
very naive and politically uninformed, but our lack of political knowlcdge
was certainly compenséted for in cnthusiasme.

Mrs. Foley, the first National President, flew all round the country
organising Regions and forming branches. The membership grew rapidly and
within a few months we had 10,000 mcmbers.

During the first year we concentrated our protests on the Senate Acte
Two petitions werc organised - marches werc held; a sit-in in Pretoria for
48 hours was organised. Decmonstrations against thc dissolution of the old
‘Scnate and on the clection of the new Scnatc were mounted. Women wearing
black sashcs "haunted Cabinet Ministers wherc cver they went on official
business. This long campaign against the Secnate Act culminated in a convoy

to Capc Town with/—m—e
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to Cape Town with cars coming from cvery Province converging outside the
Houscs of Parliament during the debate on the South Africa Act Amcndment Bill,
when the packed Senate and the Housc of Asscembly in joint scssion, destroyed
theo South:African Constitution and -the Colourcd franchise rights. From
July to Dccember, 1957, four women went daily to Prctoria during the
Parliamentary rccess and -gtood vigil at the Union Buildings during working
hours, When P:rliament was in scssion members of thce Capc Western Region
took over the task and stood outside Parliament. This was a constant
reminder to the Government and the public that the Coloured franchise was
destroyed by a political: trick,

Throughout this period it was rightcous indignation which was the
driving force. We took our stand on moral principlc, Our main concerhn
and our main protest was directed against the rape of the South African
Constitution and the crosion of Parliamcntary democracy. Many members werce
less concerned about Coloured voting rights than they were about the
violation of thc Constitution.

As was pointed out clsewherc, in 1936, after thce merging of the
South African Party with thc Nationalist Party to form the United Party, the
new government had a two thirds majority of both Houscs of Parliament sitting
in joint scssion. It was thercefore perfectly constitutional to amend the
entrenched clausc of the South Africa Act which protceted the franchise rights
of the African pcoplc of the Czpe. This was done and the African voters
lost their voting rights on thc common roll of votcers. They were given
four Native Representatives instcad. Did this lawful amendment make the
African dcprivation any morc moral or just? I think not. In the same way
had the Coloured pcople lost the votc by constitutional mcans, would that
have justified the crosion of Coloured rights? I think not. The fact that
this point was not rccogniscd by us in 1955 was an indication of the
thoughtless disrcgard and ignorance of the nceds and feelings of the
ma jority of South Africa's peoplec,

When the United Party tested the legality of the Sencte Act in the
Appeal Court and when the judgment found the Scnatc Act to be legal, the
Black Sash called a mceting to decide whether therce was still a nced for a
pressure group or whether we should disband,

The meeting agrecd unanimously tc carry on and decided that

"Thore was one standard and onc standard only of morality.

A thing is cither morally right or it is morally wronge.

It mattors not what section of our populetion is thrcatened
with discrimination, injustice or lack of liberty, we shall
protcst on moral grounds",

This was the first tcntative step to becoming a more liberal
organisation. This resolution was too radical to be accepted by the bulk
of our membership and by thc white public in general, The mcmbership
melted away from about 10,000 to approximatcly 2,000 womon. The official

opposition did its best/
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opposition did its best to forcec the organisation to disband = ceven the
BEnglish=~language press deserted us for a time, Wec were alone and in the
wilderness,

Despite the fact that we had become decidedly "non-U"™ we ncver
considercd giving up, we soldiercd on regardless, We started off as an
organisation of women votcrs which mcant that we werc 211 whitc.  Perhaps
this was an excusc for not having the courage to open our mcembership to all
South African womcn. Whatover the rcason it was hardly logical taking into
account the decision to opposc discrimination where cver it was to be found.
For threc years thc Border Region campaigned rclentlessly to persaude the
annual national confercncc to open the membership to all South African women
over the age of 18 and normally roéident in South Africa, Trg dccision was

finally taken to do this in 1963 and the Block Sash grew up.

SELF~-EDUCATION,
Onc of thc main prongs of our activity has always been the

political education of our members. Throughout the years we have informed
oursclves on much of the discriminatory legislation and on the effects of its
implementation by mcans of lcctures from cxperts on particular subjects,; the
organisation of symposia, summer schools, multi=-racial forums, brains trusts
and by our own investigation and research. From time to time we have
produced publications, somectimes through special issucs of our magazinc "Sash',
In 1959 we published the first of the special issues on the Pass Laws as
newly applicd to womecn. Then camce "Education for Isolation® in 1960

"Let No Man Put Asunder" in 1964 - a report on a two~day Forum on the adversc
effects of migratory labour on family 1life, In May 1967 though not a

special issue; the magazine devoted its pages to Justice and the erosion of
the Rule of Law in South Africa. The Memorandum on the Pass Laws was first
published in 1966, revised in 1971 and again in February 1974 and camc out

as a spceial issuc of "Sash"... The May issuc of 1974 was a special issue on
Migrant Labour., A booklect "Who Cares?" was published in 1970 with articles
illustrating the deprivation of African women. “Who Carcs?" is the theme of
our campaign on thc disabilities of African women and a pamphlet giving facts
was published in 1970 and republished last year together with a new "Who

Cares about Migrant Labour?pamphlct ,

In 1960 HildegardeSpottiswoode compiled a book of essays by
prominent political thinkers called "South Africa = The Road Ahcad"., It was
published by Howard Timmins and was part of the work of thc Black Sash.

The book was rcceived with acclaim in most quarters, 'Capo Western was
instrumental in the production of a documentary film "Noticc to Quit",
showing the cffects of the Group Arcas Act. In 1968 Mrs. Barbara Wilks of
Cape Western preparced a booklet :"Preliminary Information for Those Affected
by Group Arcas Proclamations", In thc same ycar the Border Region came out
with a booklet "This is our City - Bast London" which was updated in 1973.
It comprised all the/——-
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It compriscd all the facilitics East London provides for all its citizcns of
all raccs. It is a study in contrasts,

On our bchalf Dr. Helen Suzman handed in a Petition to the Housc of
Assembly in 1971, The Petition incorporated a Charter for Women. This was
an activity in our campaign to rclieve the plight of African women.

Therce have been innumcrable pamphlets and press handouts uscd to
publicisc demonstrations and othor activitics of the Black Sash.

The English=spcaking Press for the first year of our cxistence and
again aftcer we had been able to cstablish our sincerity and intcgrity have
given us most valuable support. They publish our protests, our articles,
publicisc our campaigns and arc always sympathetic and helpful to our causc,.
We extend to them our heartfcelt gratitudc. The press in South Africa is
threatened with further controls. We have always donc and always will do
all in our power to fight for the frecdom of ncwspapers to report and comment
on public affairs.

ACTION,

We now turn to our activities which I think arc an indication of
how successful our programmc of sclf-cducation has becen., It is a source
of great pridec to me to rcalisc that thc Black Sash was in the vanguard for a
National Convention in co=-opcration with The Covenant Movement in 1955, and
again in 1961, As carly as 1957 the Black Sash agrced to assist in the
organisation of a multi-racial Confercnce, and at our National Confercnce that
year wc dceided to protest ageinst the curtailmont of the individual's right
to frecedom of speech, whether thc written or the spoken word, to protcst
against the scparation of English-spcaking and Afrikeans=-speaking children in
the schools, against the insistence of mother tomgue cducation and the removal
of parental choice. The confercnce objected to the indoctrination of
children in the schools 3 to the Bantu Education Act (designed to kecep a
Bantu child a Bantu child) and to the manncr in which the Bantu Education Act
withholds full cducational opportunitics from both adult and young Africans,

It is truc to say that we have protcsted against all the
discriminatory end unjust apartheid legislation and all the legislation which
abrogates the rule of law ; against bannings, banishments,; house arrest and
detention without trial. We protest and demonstrate against all these issucs
year after year and wc will continuc to do so. Wc have always tricd to
persuade the goverament to return to the rule of law, to restorc habcas
corpus and to stop lecgislating to exclude the judiciary. Junc 1965 was the
soven hundroth and fiftieth anniversary of the signing of the Magna Carta.

The Black Sash dcmonstrated on this occasion to rcmind the public what the
Magna Carta was all aboute. Articlcs XXXIX and XLV arc appropriate and T
quote them :

"No frceeman shall be arrcsted, or dctained in prison, or deprived

of his frcéhold, or outlawed, or banished, or in any way molested;
and we will not sct forth ageinst him,; nor scnd against him, unlecss
by the lawful judgement of his peers and by the law of the land®,
Then Article XLV rcads
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Then Article XLV rcads :
"To no onc¢ will we sell, to no onc will we refusc or delay
right or justicec".
How far thec South African Government falls short of these
injunctions 760 ycars later.
The Black Sash has organiscd a number of campaigns in an attempt
to rousc the whitc clectorate to bring pressurc on the government to change
its policy. Our continuous campaign is to cxposc the cvils of the Pass Laws,
These laws arc the cornerstonc of apartheid. They arc the most bitterly
resented and fearcd laws and they causc morc misery to more pcoplc than any
other legislation.
In 1957 the Black Sash in Capc Town started the Capc Association to

Abolish Passcs for African Womcn. It waps an ad hoc committcc composcd of
African and Whitc Women's Organisations and its purposc was to work for the
abolition of passcs for women, on the grounds that these laws would destroy
the family lifc of Africans. This is cxactly what has occurrcd,.

Capc Western Region werce the first to open an advice office,
This officc began as a Bail Fund when it was discovercd that large numbers of
African womon werc being arrcsted for being in the prescribed arca of Cape
Town without permission. It soon becamc apparent that there was nced of an
advice office to give practical advice in helping Africans - both men and
Wwomen - to cstablish what rights they had. In 1963 Johannecsburg opcned an
office and loter so did Port Elizabeth, East London and Durban.

The Athlone Advice Office is run in co-operation with the
Institute of Racc Relations. For some years the offices in East London,

- Port Elizabeth and Durban closcd down, mainly bccause of scecurity police
haragsment and lack of co=~opcration from the authoritics. I am happy to say
that in Bost London, Grahamstown and Durban Advice Offices arc again in
opcrations,

Our cxperience in our Advice Officcs has given us an in-dcpth and
detailed knowledge of the pass laws and how they worke. We sce at first hand
the devastating offects which they hove on the lives of the urban African.

We belicve that no conciliatory statements by Cabinet Ministers, or
relaxations of potty apartheid mean anything as long as the pass laws - the
single most scrious cxample of discrimination =~ remain on the statute book.

We have a thorough knowledge of the effeccts of the enforced removals
from Black Spots, from whitc farms, from one rural area to another and from
the urban arcas. In 1968 the Black Sash formed the Citizens' Action
Committce and it launched a national campaign to protest against the
wholcsale uprooting of thousands of Africans from their homes and moving
them to ill preparcd rescttlement villages which at that time often amounted
to a bare plot of land with water within walking distancc.

In 1959 the Transvaal assisted in the cxposure of the iniquitous
Farm Labour Schemc. Onc of our members, Mrs. Majoric Blainc had witnessed
three young African tecnagers being arrested in front of their parcnts.

Instead of boing/——-
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Instcad of being brought to court they were "induced" to voluntcer for farm
labour. The husband of another of our members,; Mr. Jocl Carlson; an attorncy,
was colleccting evidencc on the scheme when in his Court work he had come across
lorrics taking Africans who had becn "induced" to voluntéer to go to the farmse
The "™voluntecers™ uscd to rcfer to this toerm of farm labour as the 3/6 months
sentence becausce the months were calculated in working deys, =as the labourcrs
did not work on Sundays, public holidays, rainy days or when thecy were ill.
For this rcason the sentence often dragged on for 6 months., On

investigation many abuscs camc to light in the trcatment the men rcceived.
There were scoveral deaths as a result., These revelations caused a public
outery. A Dopartmental Inquiry was sct up to hear cvidence. The Black Sash
submittcd a memorandum and gove oral cvidence beforc the Inquiry. The

outcome was that the "voluntcer"™ Farm Labour Schémc was declared ultra vires
and was withdrawn,

In 1960 after the pass law disturbances and the shootings at
Sharpeville, the Transvaal Region cstablished en cmergency fund to help the
victims and their familics with food and clothinge Cape Western said their
offices were besicged with people in dire distress after the Langa and Nyanga
disturbances and they too gave advice on all sorts of matters as well as
giving food and moncy for rcnts.

All through the years much work has becen donc on Group Arcas,
particularly in the Cape. Protests arc continually organiscd. Black Sash
women attend meetings of the Group Arces Board to try to prevent the removal
of the Colourcd people from thcir homes.

In Simons Town the first proposal for Group Arcas was first
advertised in 1959, A public meceting was called and a Liason Committcc was
formed which consistcd of represcntatives from the Churches, the Mosque
Trustecs, Rate Poyers Associations thce Chamber of Commercc and the Black
Sash local branch, From that day this Committcc worked to try and prevent
the Colourcd people and the Indians from being turncd out of their homes and
out of Simons Toun. Two public enquiries werc held by the Group Arcas Board
in 1959 and 1965. Not onc person at cither cnquiry came forward to give
evidence that he objected to his neighbours or traders. The axe finally fell
iﬂ 1967 and the wiole municipal arca of SimonsAToWn was declared a Group
Areca for Whitcs only. There were Black Sash dcemonstrations and protests
against the proclamation of District 6 as an arca for whitc occupation as
there were agdinst the recmoval of the Colourod Fishermen ot Kalk Bay and in
many other arcas in the Cape. These protests arc in fact endemié.

In Natal and the Transvaal the Black Sash protestcd about Group
Arcas proclamations in many placces such as Johanncsburg, Rustenburg, Prctoria
Durban, Ladysmith. Over the years until 1971 38,180 Indian familics had
been disqualificd to live wherc they werc and 24,388 families had alrcady
becn moved. Of the Coloured people 70,889 familics wcre‘disqualified and
37,616 had been moved all over the country. All this miscry is causcd to

satisfy the Governmcnt‘s/
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satisfy the governmcnt's own design of the map of South Africa.

The Government would appear to be bent on kceping black and brown
South Africans on the move. In thc urban arcas there docs not appear to be
a singlc placc wherc any porson who is not white can have any feeling of
security. There arc Coloured and Indian peoplc who have been moved not once,
but twice ; for instance in Ladysmith. The vast pool of oscillating migrant
workers have no scttled home, and no home lifc. Not only is the Black Sash
concerned about the general welfare of the migrant worker, but the familics
of these men, who suffer grcat deprivation.

The cvils of the migrant labour policy arc constantly brought to the
notice of the public. The cdverse cffects of hostel life = both mental and
physical arc disastrous, The plan to build hostcls in Alcxandra Township to
housc 60,000 men shocked the people of Johannesburge A citizens' Hostels
Action Committce organiscd a petition and presented it with authoritative
disscrtations on the coffccts of this policy to thce Deputy Minister of Bantu
Administration and Education, To date only onc hostel for men and one
hostel for women have been built in Alexandra,; but all family accommodation in
that township is being destroyed causing grecat distress to many familics,

In 1974 the Black Sash and the Program for Social Change organisecd
a Consultation on Migrant Labour to which many authoritics on the subject
were inviteds

MEMORANDA .

Memoranda on a varicty of matters have been prepared and submitted
to thc approprietc Minister or Departmental Committcc of Enquiry. The
legislation or policics conccrned were thc Farm Lebour Scheme; the Publications
and Entcrtainments Bill and thce amcndment to the Act in 1974 5 on the Colourcd
Cadcts Bill ; on the Bantu Laws Amendment Bill of 1964 3 on thc break up of
families in Alecxandra Township 3 on Rescttlement villages of Limehill, Sada,

H
Illingc and Dimbaza. Natal Coastal with the aseistence of Professor J.0.V,.
Reid and the co-opcration of Dr. Anthony Barker and Professors and leccturers
of the University of Natal, initiatecd a study among infant paticnts admitted
to the Charles Johnston Hospital at Nqutu in Kwa Zulu to determince the
rclationship between poverty and ignorance, and malnutrition. The facts werc
rovealed in all their starkness and a summary of the findings is published in
the latest cdition of "Sash',

This is a very bricf and far from complctc story of the activitics
of the Black Sash since 1955, Onc has to come to the rcluctant conclusion
that the morc the restrictions imposed on us allyand the tighter the noosc
gotg round our nccks the more apathetic the public becomes. 1In the early
ycars we may have been cuphoric j we cértainly were hopefull that with
constant pressurc we would have been able to rousc the whitc public to take
action of somc kind. In the late fiftics there was cxcitement, cven fun at
times. I well remember at a mecting of the Exccutive Committce discussing
in all scriousncss whot form the demonstration we should organisc when the
now Scnate was clected. It was suggested that we shculd obtain 88 black

sheep and lock them up/~
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sheep and lock them up in the Raadsaal the night beforc the clcction, It
would be specctacular we thought when the doors werce opened in the morning.
When the debate on the removal of the Colourcd votors from the common roll
took placc we thought we would put a horsce on the stops of the Scnate to
emulatce Caligula, We cnjoyed thce day when the Minister of Justicc on his way
to open a necw Policc Station along the Reef, jumped over a wall with his
bodyguard aftcr him rather than walk between the lincs of Black Sash women who
had comec to "haunt® him,

I can rcmember the very first meceting of rceprescntatives from
all over the country who camc to Johanncsburg to discuss our policy and to
try to restrain the "irrcsponsible®™ women from the north. Two mcmbers from
the Western Cape, happily still very much with us, sat knitting like Madamec
Défarge waiting for the guillotinc to fall.

As the years passcd so did the lighthcartcdness we once had,

Lifc beeame grim and we were absorbed in helping Africans through the mazc of
the pass laws end trying to mekc white South Africans rcalisc what it would
be like to bc blacke

These reminiscences make onc rcoalisc the cxtent to which all South
Africans have lost their civil liberty and how far authoritarianism has
encroached on our lives, but most sceriously on the lives of the Bladks. The
following arc just a fcw rights which havc been removed :

Until 1962 citizens did not rcguirc permission to demonstrate,
but with the passing of the General Law Amendment Bill, (Sabotage Bill) of
that ycar trcspass was defined as sabotage in certoin circumstances, such as
being on public or privatce property for political rcasons = attending or
organising political mectings or gatherings, without pcrmission,

From that dote permission hes to be sought to demonstratce and thc
wording of any postcrs hes to be submitted and passcd by the local authority.
There is no rcal choice of venuce The Minister of Justice, banncd the steps
of thc Johanncsburg City Hall to all political mcctings and there are a
1imitcd number of vecnucs for which it is possible to obtain permission to hold
a dcmonstration,. Thc Riotous Asscmblics Act amondod last ycar provides that
any official can stop any gothcering or any person from attending any gathering.
Permission to march first has to be sought from the local authority and then
from the chief magistratc. Fow, if any marches havc taken place sincce this
cdict. The Affceted Organisations Act provents any organisation declarcd
"Affected” from obtaining or rccciving funds from overscas.

The Publications and Entcrtainments Act and its amendments
determine what you may rcad, what you may writc, and what you may scc and hcar.
The Extcnsion of University Education Act restricted cducation by closing the
open universitics to all raccs, destroycd academic freedom -nd now with the
Van Wyk dc Vrics Commission's report before it the Government is thrcatening
legislation which will destroy utterly the National Union of South African
Students and any modicum of academic frecedom which still remainse

The cver hardy annual is the threcat to the frcedom of the press -

like the poor it is always with us. Then wWe have/———
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Then we have legislation which flouts the Rule of Law and usurps the function of
an independant judiciary. There is the Suppression of Communism Act which
excludes the Courts from hecaring actions from pcoplc banned and house arrcstcd
without trial, Thc 180 day detcntion law and the Terrorism Act, thc latter
law provides for iirdcfinitc detention without trial and the detainec has no
access to anyonc other than a magistratc. The most rccent cxample of this,
being the incarccration of an undiscloscd number of pcople in Scptember 1974,
somc of whom arc still not charged or rclcascd. |

Courts have been excluded from hcaring appeals against the dccisions
of thc Ccnsorship Board.

The Prohibition of Intordicts Act denics an African the right of
recourse to the Court to appeal against his cnforccd rcmoval from an urban arca
until he has been removed and is cxisting, possibly stateless, and in limbo.

The Improper Political Interfercnce Act put an ond to non racial
political partics. The Liberal Party chosc to go out of cxistcnce and the
Progressive Party, at the request of its black members, chiose to carry on as an
cmasculated party with its whites only membershipe

The Colourcd and Indian pcople arc now saddled with toothless
Represcntative Councils, which neither group wants.

The laws and rcgulations wiich control the lives of the African
pcople are the most restrictive of all. Their whole lives are fenced around
with permits. Thc Urban Arcas Act, thc Labour Act and thc Regulations provide
for permits to rcside in an urban arca, to lodge, to rent a housc, to work, to
scek work, to go to school, to live as a family. When the Urban Arcas Act was
amended in 1964, it provided inter slia, thet Africen wives and children of men
qualificd in terms of Scction 10(1)(a) or (b) could only live with their |
husbands if they could prove that they cntered the arca lawfully.

Immediately aftcr this amcndment a total cmbargo on the cntry of women into the
metropolitan arcas for purposcs of residencc or cmployment was imposcd.

In 1968 ncw Regulations for Labour Burcaux at Bantu Authoritics
were gazctted, These Regulations make all workers coming to the common arcas
permancnt migrants. They can ncver acquirce rights to remain in the urban arcas
and for the wholc of their working lives they arc employed on yecarly contracts |
and must rcturn to their rural homes at thc cnd of cach contracte.

Job rescrvation is still with us though it has been relaxed in
certain fields of cmployment,

Time docs not permit oft a complcte list of restrictive laws j but_
the above arc an indication of an cver incrcasing totalitarianism.

For almost 27 ycars therc has been a stcady crosion of our civil
libertics and our basic human rights. For all thesc ycars South Affica has
become morc and morc isolated. For ycars the black pcoplc have stcadily
become morc frustrated and more bitter and for all thesc ycars thce Government
has felt itsclf becomingfmofb“and morc sccurc ih the scat of power.  Then the
day aftor the Nationalist Party successcs in the Gencral Elcction of April 1974,

the cntire situation changed overnighte. No longer is tho Nationalist
Government as sccurc as/—-
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Government as sccurc as it was.  Suddenly the white clectoratc is becoming
morc tolcrant ; suddenly the status quo is at fisk s suddenly South Africa is
on the thrcshold of changc. Suddenly Mr. Vorster has shewn his skill as a
statesman in his responsc to thc now situation in Mozombique and‘Angola. We
must acknowledge his achicvement for bringing about detente betwecn
Rhodcsia and hor ncighbours and we sincerely hopce his cfforts will be
successful, Howcver, all that hc has donc so far will count for nothing
unless he and his Government will bring about mcaningful and radical change
in South Africa,

Mr. Pik Botha madc two astonishing statements in his famcus United
Nations spccche. Firstly hc said "My Government docs not condone discrimin-
ation purcly on thc grounds of racc or colour" and sccondly he said : "Leot
mec put it very clearly. The Whites of South Africa as well as thce Government
of South Africa, arc as much concerncd about the implementation of human
rights, human frccdoms, human dignitics and justice as any other nation or
Government in the world". This is saying something for a nation which
refuscd to sign the Declaration of Human Rightse

We would like to know if thce Government mcans to move away from
discrimination or whether it will once again adopt the sophiétry of changing
nothing but the word. Is discrimination to beccomc diffcrentiation? The
moving away from discriminaticn in the ficld of what is cuphcmistically known
as pctty apartheid, such as opcning thce parks, librarics and the Nico Malan
Theatrc to pcople of all raccs ; allowing blacks to cat and stay in 5 Star
Hotels, by permit -~ is a step in the right dircction. It was also neccssary
to order officials to cxtcnd the samc courtcsy to black pcoplce as they would
to whitc pcoplc = not that this dircctive has becen universally carricd out,
But, in thc final analysis, it docs not mattcr to an African woman who is
told to lecave her husband and home within 72 hours whether she is told
politcly or otherwisec. ~ Whilc onc is cntitled to cxpect courtesy from
cveryonc and in particular from scrvants of thc public, courtesy is no
substitutc for a changc of policy. It is thc law which has to be changede
The Government cannot go on denying the African frcedom of movement by
imposing influx control; denying a man the right, frccly to choosc his
category of cmployment and his cmployer ; the right to bargain for his wages
and working conditions ; denying him the right to found a family and set up
a home in the place wherc he works ; denying him the rightbto frechold tenurc
and most important, denying him his dignity and pclitical control over his
own destiny.

‘ The timc has come for whitcs to admit that if thce black man's labour and
skill arc cssential to the white cconomy, then by thc samc token he is
entitled to his frccdom of movement and to his civil and political rightse
South Africa docs not belong to any onc group to the exclusion of all othcers,
Its citizons arc black, brown and whitc and nonc of us has any moral claim to
privilege or prosperity at the cxpense of others. We arc called upon to
share political and cconomic power and with no further procrastinatior,
if we do not our future will be too ghastly to contcmplatc.

JEAN SINCLAIR
CONFERENCE _ 1975, NATTIONAL PRESIDENT,
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