“ When we were still small children, we all played
together with boys with no problems.All of a sudden
hen we were about Il years we were told to behave

Eruperly and stop playing or hanging around with
the same boys. Now we are nearing 20 years and are
pxpected to be steady with a man ready for marriage.

Aind it 15 the same people who see it as being wrong

o be friendly with boys and call us names 1f we do
ho expect

this."

This was one
comment from a
group of school
girls who had
fnvited SPEAK

ss5ion with them
dbout their
problems as
young women.
The girls
talked about
their own lives
but what they
said 1s true
for girls

everywhere,

to have a discu-

WE ARE OURSELVES !

THE GIRLS FELT THAT THEIR PROBLEMS HAVE A LOT TO DO
WITH THEIR UPBRINGING

“"Exactly, it is our upbringing. [ once visited 2
house where there is a & year old boy. He asked me

{f | was a boy too, as I had jeans on, and | agreed.
Immediately he started playing rough games with me.
He suddenly asked why I was not hitting back if I was
2 boy? Rlready he had the idea that boys are strong",
said one girl.

"We are brought up to believe that boys are superior
to us and we should obey and leave them to bully us.
If we fight back to boys and win fights we are seen
as not being real and ideal girlis. We are expected

to be submissive anmd subserviemt. If a boy hits you,
you are told that there must be a reason for him to
do so. Our parents are the ones who encourage them."

“Some of us are locked up immediately we come back
from school, and, once at home, are not able to move.
The minute those who are locked up get a chance, no
matter how l1ittle, they use that time to do all kinds
of things and they overdo them. Obviously they can't
behave 1ike those girls who are allowed some freedom
and whom their parents trust to some extent, for these
with some freedom don't think of having sex with their
boyfriends each time they are together, unlike those




who are caged at home. Some of us go to the
extent of pretending as if they are going to
schoo]l when they know they're going to see
their boyfriends.

throw us

Mast parents tell us that they will

out of their houses and fForce us to Teave

school, should they find out that we are in

love with some boys.®

life
They just Tight

"Gurparents don't tell uws the truth about

and what happens to aur bodies.
gnd swear at ws. Usually they call you when

You've done something that worries them or they
could have already seen you with a boy.
when it is already late,

they say:

Then, usually vou're

"Yes, Lthat serves

You've got what you wanted from boys

already pregnant,
you right,
iz at school

Now that boy arnd you are going

to stay home and look after this baby.'"

THE GIRLS SFOKE OF THEIR PARENTS AND PROBLEMS
OF COMMUNICATION

Also, how aid our parents meet? [Does it mean
had relationships with one

another before they married? Since they say

that they never

| 5ex 15 bad and tervible and if, therefore, they

WE ARE OURSELVES !

didn't sleep together. how did we come to

he born?

Asking our parents aboput sex is out faor

most of us. It ¥s common to find girls

much older thanm us , yet knowing

nothing , and therefore will have
te look for

bad,

information, good or

by themselves, or Find
themselves 1in trouble. It

15 Aot all of us who are

Tucky".

HULH A5 THE GIRLS SAW
FAULTS WITH THEIR
PARENTS, THEY DIDAM'T
EXCLUDE THEMSELYES

But some parents do
talk to us earlier. We
cdan’'t and should not

the blame on y
the

Lhey are our

put all
our parents all
time -
SCAapegQOats now, Some
things we do becuase

of oyur fauli.®

*



WE ARE OURSELVES !

Some of our mothers have told us everything
and 1t is now up to us to decide whether to

chose our mothers ways or do our own thing,

fometimes we leave purselves to fall
pregnant to fix up owr parents. Even
amongst the girls who are locked up
there are those who rebel and do
their own thing., This 15 because

There could be many causes
af these problems with

our parents. Our
parents could be find-
ing it difficult to
communicate with us
. and probably we too
.{:J_ will have the Same
«% problem with our
daughters.

Some of us do not
trust nor believe
what our mothers

tell us, they too

never do.

the fimal decision Ties with ys.

Then those will do a thing to prove whether
what their mothers tell them is5 the truth.

But, as our mothers are mothers, they can't
rule aur 1ivet. It 15 not that we are rude o
anything. We know that our mothers have some
expectations about us, but because these are
our 1fves, we own them, we lead the style and
kind of lives that suit us and our person-
alities.

We, young girls, have to have Strong backbones
in this world to survive. We need self-control
and respect, They can preach to us as much as

they can, but everything finally depends on us.

Qur mothers advise us sometimes about what not
to do and we tel]l them 1t §s5 0.K. But, the
minute we get to our rooms, we just forget
about all that because these are pgur lives.
Ke've got to do what we feel 1ike, np matter
what they say. We are not our parents' image.
WE ARE DURSELVES!

SPEAK would like to hear from other young girls
and mothers of what they think about this
debate. Please write and tel]l ys!




