
WE ARE OURSELVES ! 
• When we were s t i l l s n a i l c h i l d r e n , we a l l p layed 

t o g e t h e r w i t h boys w i t h no p r o b l e m s . A l 1 o f a sudden 

tfhen we were about I I yea rs we were t o l d t o behave 

p r o p e r l y and s top p l a y i n g o r hanging around w i t h 

t h e same boys . Now we are n e a r i n g ?0 yea rs and are 

expected t o be s teady w i t h a nan ready f o r m a r r i a g e . 

And i t i s the same people who see i t as be ing wrong 

;o be f r i e n d l y w i t h boys and c a l l us names i f we do 

*ho expect t h i s . " 

Th is was one 

comment f rom a 

group of schoo l 

g i r l s who had 

i n v i t e d SPEAK 

t o have a d i s c u ­

s s i o n w i t h them 

about t h e i r 

p rob lems as 

young woven. 

The g i r l s 
t a l k e d about 

t h e i r own l i v e s 

but what t h e y 

s a i d 1s t r u e 

f o r g i r l s 

eve rywhe re . 

THE GIRLS FELT THAT THEIR PROBLEMS HAVE A LOT TO DO 

WITH THEIR UPBRINGING 

" E x a c t l y , i t i s our u p b r i n g i n g . I once v i s i t e d i 

house where t h e r e i s a 6 year o l d boy. He asked me 

I f I was a boy t o o , as I had j e a n s o n , and I a g r e e d . 

Immed ia te ly he s t a r t e d p l a y i n g rough games w i t h me. 

He sudden ly asked why I was n o t h i t t i n g back i f I was 

a boy? A l r e a d y he had t h e Idea t h a t boys are s t r o n g " , 

sa id one g i r l . 

"We a re b rough t up t o b e l i e v e t h a t boys dre s u p e r i o r 

t o us and we should obey and leave them t o b u l l y u s . 

I f we f i g h t back t o boys and w in f i g h t s we are seen 

as not be ing r e a l and i d e a l g i r l s . We are expec ted 

t o be subm iss i ve and s u b s e r v i e n t . I f a boy h i t s y o u , 

you are t o l d t h a t t h e r e must be a reason f o r htm t o 

do so . Our p a r e n t s are t he ones who encourage t h e m . " 

"Some o f us are locked up Immed ia te l y we come back 

f rom s c h o o l , and , once a t home, are not a b l e t o move. 

The m i n u t e those who are locked up get a chance , no 

ma t te r how l i t t l e , t h e y use t h a t t ime t o do a l l k i n d s 

o f t h i n g s and they overdo them. O b v i o u s l y t h e y c a n ' t 

behave l i k e those g i r l s who are a l l owed some f reedom 

and whom t h e i r p a r e n t s t r u s t t o some e x t e n t , f o r these 

w i t h some freedom d o n ' t t h i n k o f hav ing sex w i t h t h e i r 

b o y f r i e n d s each t i m e they are t o g e t h e r , u n l i k e those 



WE ARE OURSELVES ! 
who are caged a t home. Some o f us go t o the 

ex ten t o f p re tend ing as 1f they are going t o 

school when they know t h e y ' r e going t o see 

t h e l r b o y f r i e n d s . 

Host p a r e n t s t e l 1 us t h a t they w i l l th row us 

out o f t h e i r houses and f o r c e us t o leave 

s c h o o l , should they f i n d out t ha t we are i n 

love w i t h some b o y s . " 

"Our pa ren ts don ' t t e l l us the t r u t h about l i f e 

and what happens to our bod ies . They j u s t f i g h t 

and swear at us . Usua l l y they c a l l you when 

you ' ve done something t h a t w o r r i e s them or they 

cou ld have a l ready seen you w i t h a boy. 

Then* when i t i s a l ready l a t e * u s u a l l y y o u ' r e 

a l ready p regnan t , they say: 'Yes , t ha t serves 

you r i g h t . You've got what you wanted f rom boys 

Now t h a t boy I s a t school and you are going 

t o s tay home and look a f t e r t h i s b a b y . " ' 

THE GIRLS SPOKE OF THEIR PARENTS AND PROBLEMS 

OF COMMUNICATION 

A l s o , how d i d our parents meet? Does i t mean 

t h a t they never had r e l a t i o n s h i p s w i t h one 

another be fo re they marr ied? Since they say 

sex i s bad and t e r r i b 1 *.• tn i ^ f , t h e r e f o r e , they 

d i d n ' t s leep t o g e t h e r , how d i d we come t o 

be born? 

Asking our pa ren ts about sex i s out f o r 

• o s t o f us . I t i s common t o f i n d g i r l s 

much o l d e r than us , yet knowing 

no th ing , and t h e r e f o r e w i l l have 

to look f o r I n f o r m a t i o n , good or 

badT by themselves, or f i n d 

themselves i n t r o u b l e . I t 

1$ not a l l o f us who are 

l u c k y " . 

MUCH AS THE GIRLS SAW 

FAULTS WITH THEIR 

PARENTS. THEY DIDN'T 

EXCLUDE THEMSELVES 

" But some paren ts do 

t a l k to us e a r l i e r . Ue 

c a n ' t and should not 

put a l1 the blame on 

our pa ren ts a l l the 

t ime - they are our 

scapegoats now. Some 

th i ngs we do becuase 

o f our f a u l t . " 



WE ARE OURSELVES ! 
Some o f our mothers have t o l d us e v e r y t h i n g 

and U i s now up t o us t o dec ide whether to 

chose our mothers ways or do our own t h i n g . 

tnetimes we leave ou rse l ves t o f a l l 

regnant t o f i x up our p a r e n t s . Even 

amongst the g i r l s who are locked up 

t h e r e are those who rebe l and do 

t h e i r own t h i n g . This 1$ because 

the f i n a l d e c i s i o n l i e s w i t h u$ 

There cou ld be many causes 

o f these problems w i t h 

our p a r e n t s . Our 

pa ren ts cou ld be f i n d ­

ing i t d i f f i c u l t to 

communicate w i t h us 

and p robab l y we too 

w i l l have the same 

- ^ problem w i t h out-

d a u g h t e r s . 

Some o f us do not 

t r u s t nor bel1&ve 

what our mothers 

t e l 1 us , they too 

never do . 

Then those w i l l do a t h i n g to prove whether 

what t h e i r n o t h e r s t e l l them i s the t r u t h . 

B u t , as our n o t h e r s are mo the rs , they c a n ' t 

r u l e our l i v e s . I t 1s not t h a t w$ are rude or 

a n y t h i n g . We know t h a t our mothers have some 

e x p e c t a t i o n s about u s , but because these are 

our l i v e s , we own them, we lead the s t y l e and 

k ind o f l i v e s t h a t s u i t us and our pe rson ­

a l i t i e s . 

We, young g i r l s , have t o have s t r ong backbones 

i n t h i s wo r l d t o s u r v i v e . We need s e l f - c o n t r o l 

and r e s p e c t . They can preach t o us as much as 

they can, but e v e r y t h i n g f i n a l l y depends on us. 

Our mothers adv ise us sometimes about what not 

to do and we t e l l them i t i s O.K* B u t , the 

minute we get t o our rooms, we j u s t f o r g e t 

about a l l t h a t because these are our l i v e s . 

We've g o t t o do what we f e e l 11k$ , no m a t t e r 

what they say . We ^re not our pa ren t s * Image. 

WE ARE OURSELVES! 

SPEAK would l i k e to hear f rom o t h e r young g i r l s 

and mothers o f what they t h i n k about t h i s 

debate . Please w r i t e and t e l l us ' 


