e VOTER EDUCATION

bout 18 million black
South Africans will vote
for the first time in the
April election. Over nine mil-
lion of these new voters are
wiormen who have worked very
hard to bring South Afnca to
this historic moment. As
preparations for the elections
gather momentum, many
women are asking what the
“new South Africa”™ will hold
for them.

A major task facing all
organisalions is voter educa-
tion. For the first time, the
African National Congress
(ANC), the Pan Africanist
Congress (PAC), the National
Party and 20 other political
parties will fight it out at the
elections. Many organisations
are conducting voler education
to help people prepare for the
elections. These include church
bodies, trade unions, political
parties, the media and non-

hat the election
eans for women

(X,

After three years of negotiations, South
Africa’s major political parties finally
agreed on April 26-28 1994 as the dates
for the country’s first national,
democratic elections. A 400-seat
Constituent Assembly will be set up. This
will draw up the South African
constitution and serve as the interim
government of national unity. Rachel
Kagan looks at what it means for women

governmental organisations
(NGOs).

he largest voter education

body in the country is

Matla Trust. a non-parti-
san (does not favour any politi-
cal parly} group.

A Matla Trust study says
woimen have contributed as
much as men to the country’'s
social, economic and political
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development. However,
WOImMen's 1ssues are not tiken
seriously, Women have suftered
because of political and eco-
nomic hardships and poverty.
Most women sull live in areas
with no walter, proper sanita-
tion. transport, child care facihi-
ties and so on.

The study concludes:
“*Unless there is an etfort to do
something about the negative



aspects created by tradition,
apartheid and lack of basic
needs, women will be left out
and robbed of their right to
make good choices on voting.

The majority of women
have little to lose and a lot to
change by voting.
Unemployment and illiteracy
is rife and 7.5 million urban
blacks (more than the entire
white population) live in
shanties and tents without elec-
tricity or running water. The
majority of bluck women live
i rural areas. where unem-
ployment, illiteracy and pover-
Ly dre even worse.

The social and economic
hardships of apartheid, com-
bined with the complete lack
of political rights for black
South Africans, make voter
education an enormous task,

ne initiative women
have taken is the cam-
paign for a Women’s
Charter. The charter outlines
women's rights to be included
in the new constitution, The
Women's National Coalition
(WNC). a broad-based alliance
ol women, launched the char-
ter campaign in March last
vear. Pregs Govender of the
WNC described the project:
“Women know the issues they
face on a daily basis and need
to be involved in the cam-
paign. This is about South
African women taking the
opportunity to begin changing
society and their lives.”
Among the demands
women have put forward are;
® More participation of men
in domestic duties:
® Equal pay for equal work;
® Inclusion in the political
Process;
@ Lasier access (o health
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facilities:
@® Equal property rights; and
® More schools,

WNC members believe that
a Women's Charter will ensure
that not only men benefit from
the transition to a new govern-
ment.

ho will be 1n govern-
ment? Since the elec-
tions will be based on
proportional representation.
people will vote for parties. not
individual candidates. Each
party will submit a list of
names ol people (o stand for
election, The number of those
who serve will be determined
by the percentage of the vote
the party receives.

Women must therefore
make sure that the names of
the people they want to repre-
sent them are at the top of the
list of the political parties they
SUpport.

They must also make sure
that those women high up on
the lists are people who will
fight for women's rights and
cender equality.

Political violence. which
has killed more than 10 000
people since February 1990,
remains the biggest threat o
free and fair elections.

[t has taken us three yvears Lo
reach the point we are at today.
The decades of struggle before
that must not be in vain.

Women and men have a
responsibili-
ly 1o go to
the polling
stations on
April 27 and
vole for the
party they
believe rep-
resents their
interest.&Q

COMPETITIO
WIN A RADIO!

Answer the guestion below
and you could be the lucky
winner of a radio

B How many seats will
there be in the Constituent

Assembly?
ANSWer ..o

T 56 |3 e R

| agree to abide by the
rules of this competition
Signature..........cccceevveevernn
Send your entry form to
SPEAK/Matla Trust Voter
Education Competition,
PO Box 261363, Excom,
2023,

South Africa

Competition rules: The decision
ol the judges is hinal. This competi-
ton 15 vnly open to people living in
south Afvica, Enmployees and rela-
tives of employees of SPEAK are
not allowed o enter. The closing
date 15 25 Apnl 1994, The winner
will be gnnounced in the July issue
of SPEAK.

SPEAK e April 1994 e Page 13

Matla Trust

This page is a joint project

of

MATLA TRUST & SPEAK




