
I l l l PROPOSEOcsUibl lshmcniul 
a medical school at the ('inversus ol 
Durban-Westvillc (UDW) spells the 
end (or South Africa's only non-
racial medical faculty. 

The Medical School at the 
University of Natal admits Indian. 
Coloured and African student*. 

Willi the planned establishment 
just 15 kilometres awav ot the 

U D W m e d i c a l s c h o o l , t h e 
expansion of the exclusively black 
Medical University of South Africa 
(Mcdunsa) near Pretoria us well as a 
proposed medical school in the 
Western Cape, the Durban Medical 
School is likely only to admit white 
students, and become a fully fledged 
winy o r the whi l e -des igna ted 
University of Natal. 

I he latest moves culminate over a 
decade ol Slate pressure to compel 
the lacults to loc the apartheid line. 

Kir years, the Durban Medical 
School has posed a vers real threat 
to apartheid medicine: l lsnon-racial 
policies alone were a \ lap in the lace 
lor racial e\clusivit> Its students, 
academics and post-graduates have 
achieved international recognition 
wiih substantial achievements m 
several Ileitis Most important!) , the 

medical facutls has , since if* 
Inception »n 1951, emphasized 
communitx medicine as a pnontv 
with the es tab l i shment of a 
communitv medicine clinic and a 
D e p a r t m e n t of C o m m u n i t v 
Medicine. 

While students at the school 
lav our non-racialism, they have 
generally opposed ihe admittance ol 
while students. 

A s t u d e n t s p o k e s p e r s o n 
exp la ined this s t ance : "While 
students strongly support mm* 
racialism, in view of Ihc glaring 
d i s p a r i t i e s r e g a r d i n g med ica l 
training for blacks in South Africa, 
we oppose the admittance ol while 
undergraduate*/ 

'Rather we would push for all 
educational institutions to be opened 
to all races/ 

I h e Slate response to the 
progressive policies being lollowcd 
in the Natal Medical School goes 
back 10 ihe 1960V 

In the laic I960Y plans were 
drawn up b> the government lor the 
creation ol a medical school in one 
ol the hantustans. and lor the use ol 
the Natal school solely b> whiles. 
I he plaits remained secret until 

1976. iromcallv enough, also the 
25th anniversary ol the school 

The Cabinet then ordered the 
Medical faculty not t o admit an> 
more black s tuden t s and to prepate 
to admit while s tuJenls in iwo years* 

lime 

Alter intense pressure the state 
postponed the measures lor a year, 
and in September 1977. Ihc decision 
was apparent!) shelved indefinitely 
alter a lecture boycott by students. 
Ihe solidarity between students, 

academics and members ol the 
communi ty con t r ibu ted t o the 
suspension ol the plans, 

Bui efforts io enforce state control 
over Ihe Mcdictfl School have 
continued rather more subtly, 

Several departments of the school 
now fall under S ta le Health 
conditions ul service. This means the 
international recognition which they 
have enjoyed ntay lall away. 
Laboratories in the faculty have also 
been placed under state control, a 
move seen a i none ol the other six 
medical schools in South Alricu. 

I here have been big financial 
pu-ssuics UK» Stale loans and 
bufsjucs open to all oilier Souih 

African siudenis are according to 
a 1979 a m e n d men I l o t h e 
( rmveisitics Act, not available lo 
students ai the Natal Medical 
School 

It has been announced lhal in 
19X4 the (acuity's state grant will he 
cut by K900D0U Although ihe 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , a l t e r s t u d e n t 
pressure, has been able In lind some 
a l t e rna t ive sources ' o l funds, 
academic and residence lees will still 
double and treble respectively front 
19X4. 

In 1979 a n a t i o n a l a n d 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l c a m p a i g n w a s 
launched lo oppose the state moves 
lo phase out blacks, so-called 
Colnurcds and Indians Irom the 
Natal Medical Schoo l Despite this 
intense pressure, the slate has 
continued with lis plans, 

I hese plans have involved the 
expansion ol the Medical University 
of South Africa. Mcdunsa was 
established in 1975 inf ia runkuwa.a 
par t ol B o p h u l a t s w a n a , 50 
kilometres north ol Pretoria. 

Supcrlicially. Mcdunsa looks, 
with its potential annual enrolment 
nl 200. like A positive step in 

eradicating ihc chronic shortage, m 
black dttclorv 

Bui a closer look at Mcdunsa and 
its constHuiion -slums n to be no 
more than a state tool. It is under the 
direct eonirol ot ihe Minister of 
Health, meaning the minister musi 
approve all appointments, promotions 
and dismissals. Students and stall 
-may he subjected to a religious 
questionnaire as a prerequisite lor 
university admittance, and ethnic 
representatives sit on the universal) 
council. 

Recently Medunsa has been ex* 
panding - a possible pointer to a 
preparation for the influx ol black 
students should the \ u l a l lacults 
become racially exclusive. 

At the University ol Durban* 
Westsillc. buildings are already 
going up to house the new medical 
faculty, which would he linked to the 
500-bed Phoenix Hospital. 

And in I9K0. the then Minister of 
Internal Affairs, Chris Hcumv said 
a medica l faculty would be 
established lo r the University ol ihc 
Western Cape. I his means so-called 
Coloured* would no longer be 
allowed to go to the \ a l a l Medical 
Schoo l 
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