
ABOUT 135,000 people in Inanda. 
lust outside Durban ha\e been told 
I hey arc 10 be systematically evicted 
over the next 12 to IX months. 

While the commissioner for the 
Vcrmulan area. Brian Durant. has 
publicly said the vast majority of 
these people have alternative houses 
in Kwa/ulu and arc recent arrivals in 
Inanda, the tacts are very different. 

• I hose from rural KwaZulu 
have been forced into Durban's 
metropolitan area through over­
crowding, poverty and starvation in 
their 'homelands*. 

• Many of the people have been 
lorecd, by the chronic shortage ol 
housing and subsequent gross over* 
crowding in the townships around 
Durban, to find plots of land for 
themselves in Inanda and to erect 
their own houses. 

• Many people have lived in 
Inanda lor a number of years have 
contributed to the community and 
have permanent jobs in Durban. 

Already oxer 20 residents have 
been charged under the 1936 Trust 
and Land Act and the 1951 Illegal 
Squatting Act. 

The policy to evict people trom 
RA 33 (Released Area M) in Inanda 
contradicts earlier government 
statements to develop the area. 

Following the 19X0 typhoid out­
break in Inanda, a water tanker 
supply scheme was introduced by 
the SADF and the Department ol 
Water Affairs. This was taken over 
by the l>cpartment of Co-operation 
and Development which stopped the 
water supply in October 1981. 

The public outcry that followed 
caused the Department to resume 
supplies. In I9H2 money was appro­
priated lor the purpose of installing 
a bulk water supply system and 
stand pipes for R A 33. The tech­
nical division of the Department ol 
Co-operation and Development 
briefed engineering consultants to 
install the system. It was designed 

and was due to be operational by 
June 1982. 

There have also been positive 
statements in Parliament regarding 
a sub-economic structure plan lor 
the entire area, involving upgrading 
the present squatter settlements and 
installing basic services and facili­
ties. 

The Department's actions in 
continuing with the evictions flics in 
the face of any permanent stabili­
sation plans for the area. 

There has been a confusing scries 
of orders and counter-orders from 
the Commissioner's office in Veru-
lam regarding evictions. Varying 
tactics have been used against both 
the landlords and tenants. 

In the face of what is clearly a 
potentially explosive issue* Mr 
Duranl is attempting to set the black 

and Indian communities against 
each other by prosecuting or threat­
ening to prosecute Indian landlords 
in order to force lh<*m to evict the 
tenants on their land. Indian land­
lords have also been pressurised to 
draw up lists of their tenants 
showing personal details and em­
ployment status. This presumably is 
being done in terms of Section 35 ol 
the 1936 Land Act. 

These tactics create racial tension 
and divide the community itself. 

In an effort to discourage settle­
ment, new structures on rented land 
have recently been demolished by 
the Department, in some cases 
affecting both new and old struct­
ures. People have been selected at" 
random for prosecution, despite the 
Department4* slated intention to 
evict *new squatters*. 

This tactic destabilises and de­
moralises the community. 

There are several cases pending in 
the Vcrulam Magistrate's Court. In 
the likely event of conviction the 
people will be evicted, their houses 
demolished and they wil l be tran­
sported jobless and without possess­
ions to the rural slums of KwaZulu. 


