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THE VISITING *stars® of the South
African Breweries’ soccer tour may
have walked away with R50.000

each but the trophy went 10 those
Frlm did not put a soccer boot on the
teld. -

First up on the winners' rostrum
were the teams who refused to play
those community organisations who
organised the move against the Lour.
SAB Orlando Pirates, Moroka
Swallows and Kaizer Chiefs. Stand-
ing with them to a world ovation
were Lhe soccer supporters who
boycotted the matches as well as
those community organisations who
organsed ied move against the tour.

Also plumbing for perlormers’
medals were sporispeople of a
different kind, in a sport inspired by
* the success of the anti-tour moves,
These are, of course, the verbal
Eymnasts found mainly in the
commercial press - who twisted
and turned, kicked and screamed,
and leapt up, down and sideways 1o
prove that ‘pressure’ and ‘“threat’
stopped the Big Three soccer teams
from playing.

The decision to reluse to play was

not a result ol *howing 1o political
pressure’ by the teams but rather of
their co-operation with the organi-
sations opposing the tour, The
tcams responded. according (o a
joint statcment released by the anti-
tour organisations, 1o “the practi-
alities of the situation in South
Alnica’, and were hailed “lor choos-
ing to be on the side of the oppressed
people:”

Ihe Sowelo Sceunity Police, it
seems, was nol convineed that free
choice was involved and has launch-
ed an investigation into “possible
mtumidation”. (Mlicials  Trom the
three teams. the National Proles-
sional Soccer League and the South
Alrican National Foothall Associat-
wn were called 10 Protea police
slation Lo answer yueslions,

All three managers ol the tcams
have clearly put their reasons for the
boyeott, overruling the speculation
of *polinical pressure’. Kaiser Mou-
taung ol Chicls said boycoiting the
lour was “in the nations interests’,
and Swallows chairperson  David
Chabedi said it “would have been
suicidal® 1o go agninst the wishes ol
the people’

“The club management had not

realised the extent of the opposition

and anti-tour groups had convinced
them it would be in the best interesis
lo the commuaity to pull out”, said
Chabedi,

He said opposition had also come
from the clubs’ supporters.

Ihe success of the campaign.
according to a statement released by
the anu-tour organisations, indi-
cates the need for unity and a strong
broad fromt. The campaign was ‘a
radical departure from the tradi-
tional go-it-alone approach which
has been adopied by some organi-
sations in the past.

‘By simply issuing press state-
ments and not  allowing mass
participation — as is being done
with the boycott of international
music starts who tour South Alnes

such campaigns have failed.”

At the centre ol the anti<tour
thrust were the Congress of South
Alrcan Students, the Arsanman Stu-
dents’ Organsation, the General
and Allied Workers Union, the
Teachers Action Committee. the
Commitiee of Ten. the South
African Council of Churches, the
Azaman People’s Organisation, the
Detainees Awd Movement, the
Workers Support Committee, the
Municipal and General Workers
Union and Civic Associations of
Sowelo,

Sacos also opposed the tour.

This is not 1o forget the role
played by the soccer supporters of
Soweto. At Orlando Stadium, on
the day Amarzulu played the SAB
Xl, people supporting the stand
taken by the three leams stood
outside chanting *Go home, go

home'. Apparently they had not
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The winners of the international soccer
boycott: the three teams who refused
to play, the supporters who stayed
away and the community groups who
organised against the tour.

{'llil';i -I'I'IIII'III;I" Kaiser Moutaung Jimmy Hill . . . an organiser of the SAB Internationals .

= “The boycott is in the
nation's in terests '

swallowed the SABC and com-
mercial press’ line that there is no
link between politics and sport.

The “big story’ in the press has
become the world title fight, the
righy tour, the soccer tour, the
cricket tour. High-powered dele-
gations have stepped up lobbying
for readmission Lo the international
scene on the basis that their
particular sport is now ‘completely
multi-racial’. SA's case has been

sirengthened by favourable reports’

from the very many overscas of-
licials who have been brought (or is
it bought?) out here, shown around.
-and persuaded to add their voice to
the .call Tor an end to the inter-
national boycotl.

Government money, funnelled
into sport through Info Department
fronts like the Cirizen newspaper,
has been replaged by a sudden,
massive injection of private capital,
largely from SA Breweries, its
subsidiaries Southern Sun and Sales
House and the Sigma Motor Cor-
poration.

Dr Danie Craven, president of the
SA Rugby Board, put his finger on it
when he said SA would *buy’ its way
back into world sport.

SA Breweries, the major spon-
sor of rugby, ericket and soccer has
found itsell able to underwrite a
cricket tour to the tune of R2m; a
soccer tour for a similar amount in
the same years; and there is talk now
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In 1976 Saudi

Arabia’s Prince Faisal gave him £25 million to promote
soccer in the oil-rich state .

of another R2m cricket tour featur-
ing a West Indies team for the
summer.

Not all the money has been spent,
but these are amounts unheard of in
world cricket and soccer. Players
have been paid astronomical sums
to break international bans on
sporting contact with SA. A major

‘aim of these tours has been to

demonstrate to the world that SA

sport is ‘completely multi-racial’and

s0 hasten the country’s return (o the
international fold.

Thus it was interesting. to say the
least, to see SA Brewernes and the
Football Council cut short the
football tour because ‘there are
feclings against the tour among
some sections of our black sup-
porters.

What persuaded Breweries and
the Football Council that these
feelings were worth listening to?
After all, they were there before the
tour began. Breweries and the
Council know perfectly well that
most people support the inter-
national sporting boycott.

Perhaps it was because a mere
three thousand people turned up to
walch the .Amarulu-SAB match.
Many more than that may have gone
to the meeting that was to take place

between Pirates and their sup-

porters. A day before the anti-tour
meeting was to be held, however, the
tour was aborted.

Undoubtedly the two most im-
portant reasons are that the com-
munmily organisalions lormed a
united front and that, for the first
time, major clubs of one of the most
powerful sporting bodies have come
out on the side of the oppressed
community and the internationa
sporting boycotl. :

The Big Three have now been
invited o join the Sacos afliliated
SA Soccer Federation. Their stand,
said the SASF. would *go down in
history’. .

The clubs may be some way from
joining the Federation. There is no
money in the Sacos leagues, while
Breweries. Mainstay, Datsun and
others plough more than R500.000
annually into the NPSL.

When SA  Breweries put up
R 1.780.000 for the tour they did so,
according 1o Peter Savory, a senior
executive, to help football and the
community.

‘SAB involves itself in the support
of the community because the
community supports SAB', said
Savory. 90 per cent of the people
who support us are followers and
players of sport so we put money
back to help them.”

It is diflicult not 1o see red at this
kind of misguided philanthropy.
Apart frm the fact that the beer
drinkers have no choice but 10
support SAB as it has the beer

monopoly. SAB did not consult

SAB’s Peter Savory. The compan;
sponsored the tour to the

tune of R1,7 million.
with the community on the tour at
all. Perhaps il they had they would
not have ended up wasting about
R50.000 per player, or, put another
the profits made-on dbout 2.5 milion
beers.

When the day was done SAB
would have had 1o put up R73.000.
the rest of the cosis coming from
gate money. The community would
have paid for the tour. And what i
R73,000 when SAB is set to make 2
profit of RL715 million this yem
anyway”

“Our hope s that we have helpec
football, that we can contribute
the development of the game, thy
spectators will thrill to the joys o
seeing some of the great players ¢
the age’, said Savory before the tou
was called off.

What did Kaiser Moulaung haw
to say about that besides labellin
the tour a *rip-off'.

*‘Some of the players in tha
touring side looked like wresiler
more than anything else. They wen
obviously not match fit and m
betier than the current crop th
country can offer’. The SAB X
would not have helped soccer in an:
way. he said. and the money woul
have been better spent at club level

George Thabe for the FCSA sai
there were four considerations fo
the tour:
® [t would be in the best interest
of local soccer.



} tour game supporters of e Pirates ' C hiefs” and Swallows” decision-to by ot stood outside chanting “Go home'

Mixing colours for world appeal 'f-

VERY FEW black spurtsmen = perhaps twoor three
thowsand in all — regularly play mived sport in this
country: for millions of other black sportsmen and
would-be sportsmen. nothing has changed. 1 hey have
nu facilities. nu oppuriunities, no coaches: a web of
apartheid legisktion keeps them o their place.

I'hey have no vole. and therelore are powerless tu
chanpe their lut.

Their chibdren get ome-tenth the cducstion that
white children got, amd ot ammd gl gliserimimabiom
v deeply entrendhed

Uhe namber of blacks who play resular mised spHr
has remained virtually vechanged in the past five
Vs,

Mient without  exception. it s confined 10
provincial amd nationai les L v club and sovial lesel:
il s & great rarits,

When Pamt Japson was Minister of Sport a few
vears ago. he told & National party congress that
"Maverick sportsmen wheo join clubs of other races are
members of a dying breed.” 1t seems he may be at least
partly right. Sot the smallest reason is the Group
Areas Act. which Torces blacks and whites 1o live in
separate towns. Another reason s racial attitudes,
which far from being outlawed by the government are
entrenched by a web of laws,

In tennis, where 5 A draws some of the workd s best
plavers to an International Grand Pris lournament
with prire money of R300D.000, there are no black
members of the ruling bods. the SA Tennis | nion.
Reason: bos colls.

In cricket. perhaps a few hundred blacks play under
the SA Cricket | nion. Heason: boycolts.

I sosccer. a few hundred blacks play mived soccer
under the hlack controlled NPSIL.

In rugby. only & handful of blacks throughoul the
ocuntry  regularly  play mived matches. Reason:
entrenched racisim a2t all bt the highest Teyels.

In swimming. the S\ Swimming | nion is non
racial but has no black members, Reason: a boscoll,

In athletics. many hundreds of black road and.
Cross=coumdrs  runners  compele  regularly  apgainst
whites, and the number is growing rapidiy . though
mined clubs are still few and Tar between. Running is
strungly encouraged by the mining houses, whi field
powerful teams, and offer big incemtives to suceessful
alliletes.

In profissional basing. there are several hundred
black bovers and the number is growing rapidly . 1 isa
“profession” of the under-privileged, and offers hig
rewards to the few who make it to the top. The better
fighters regularly meet white opponents, In amateur
boving. full nonracial status has vet (o be achieved.
but at provincial and national level there are mived
LTI

In the end. we are lalking about a few thousand
‘privileged’ blucks for whom apartheid laws haye been
rolled up. and the red carpet rolled out. The good
times last while they are at their peak. Afer that.
unless, they can get a job in coaching or
administration, it's back to the township. the pass
arrest~; the hard life under apartheid.

Springbok rugy player Errol Tobias still does not
have the vote.

Is it surpriving that Sacos puls the achievement of
the must basic of human rights ahead of international
competition?

® It was not in contrasention o
any FIFA fthe world soceer body)
rules or statuies,

® It would help S5A%
‘development” programme.
® | he soccer futures of the over-
seis plvers would not be peopar-
dised.

FFrom the beginning  habe re-
tused 1o respond 1o the call to halt
the tour, saving 1 wish only 1o
address mysell to those in Tavour ol
the tour”

But all he achicved in doing this
was o bring the locus omio the
undemocratic way in which he runs
Sanfa. Moutaung and others com-
plamned that the wams had not been
consulted on the tour atl any stage.

Casio Dynamo’s chairperson Ish-
mael Pahad said his team stood with
the Big Three in rejecting the tour.

Thabe said the |7 plavers wouly
transfer their soccer skills through
coaching clinics in Soweto and
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chwew here. “Inthree days™ one soccer
fan replicd incredulousds.

World opinion  Jdilfered  Trom
| habe as segards Fila rules and the
future of the 17 polecits.-

Fhe Dirst andication came when
(haaldo Ardiles. the one genuine
star in the side, withdrew Tollowing o
warmng from his club Tottenham
Hotspurs., Ardiles. part of a two-
man K 1.4 million buy Tor Spurs. was
tedld  he could be banned lrom
international and  league Toothall
throughout the world. Marno Kem-
pes and o Brazilian plaser withdrew
at the same time,

Fita publicits director. Ene Cour-
tre. warned that the plavers faced a
SCVETY SUSPCAsION.

In. London. 100 Labour Party
MP's  led by former minister of
Sport. Dr Denis Howell, condemn-
ed the tour. In a parbamentary
motion they said it was anattempt to
give respectibility to sporting links

with South Alrica,

he M called on Fila and the
Foglsh  Foothall  Assocuation o
“han those sportimg mereenirics w ho
are more interested in linancial gam
than the struggle Tor racial equaliny
in South Africa.”

A Foothall Association ollival
pointed out that eveny playver his to
register with the FA o play in
England. “Those mwen in South
Alrwca’. he sawd, "aould have 1w
apply lor registration on their return
and we have the power o refuse
them.”

It comes as no surprise that when
one of the returming plavers was
aksed by BBC-TY what he thought
his [uture held. he rephied: *You well
me ...

The Foothall Council of South
Adrica (FCSA) claims 1o he a fully
non-racial body but the truth is
dilferent. It has racial organisations

within it. The NPSL. has a lew whites

h

organising the tour without

phiving with blacks atadult level but
there momo muvang at school lesel.

Kenvan boss,  Clement
Cogcharva, an inllucntal sonce an
hoth Fida and the Slrwan Foothall
Conlederation, sayvs the FOSA has
chosen the wrong coure,

Tostead  of coming  clser o
Alrica, the FOSA seemed to have
chosen o conlrontation course.”

"We are waiting lor & signal Irom
the S5 Towsthall aotherrities 1o show
thes are with us and agains] the
polwies ol the South  Alrican
government. You are cither with the
South Alrcan government or vou
are with ws. There s no middle
corse,”

A United Nations resolution in
1976 calls on member mnations 1o
have no sporting tbies with 5A “unul
apartheid as a whole is dismantled.”

What now happens to the link
hetween politics and sport?

Soccer plavers are members of the
communitics before being members
of the teams, the NPSL or the
FCSA. Il they were asked by the
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The NPSL'S George Thabe in happier times. He has been accused of
consulting

the three teams.

Sceunts Police whal prossires were
put on them to withdraw, they man
well answer by st a lew lvws and
a couple of realites

I he South Adrcan iws of meton

{ b Ciroap Nrgas et e Maiss
Laws, the Dwguer At amd oihers
restrict there boemg any normahiy in
sHIrT,

e country™s kaw ol grias ity the
lack of o vote lor the mageri
hopes to make sure things reminn
the same.

From the other side. what would
nun-plaving members ol the com-
munity say about 5 AR and the towr?
So prizes for guessing the ansaer ol

the SAR emplovees who were
recently  lorced to go on strthe
because they  were bong  pad

inadeyuale wages,

Ultimately, the banner “No nor-
mal sport in an abnormal society” is
still Mying and o 15 the courape of the
Big Three, communily organisal-
ions. the people of Sowcio and the
international pressure procps, that
have won the day.





