
State still 
to decide 
on fate of 
Saawu men 
UNCERTAINTY SURROUNDS 
the future of Sam Kikine, general 
secretary of the South African 
Allied Worker* Union (SAAWU). 
'Major A Conwright. said during (he 
Fine trial on the previous day that 
Kikine wis to be taken to the 
Eastern Cape and charged with 
Tho/amtte Gqweta and S I M 
NjikeUnc. 

Kikine1! eight-month detention 
has been marked by a scries of legal 
wrangles. 

And the lengthy detentions of his 
two colleagues. Saawu president 
Thozamilc Gqweta and Saawu vice-
president Sisa Njikelane. have also 
been unusual 

Kikine was detained in Durban on 
November 27 last year under 
Section 22 of the General Laws 
Amendment Act. Two weeks later, 
he was held in terms of Section Six 
of the Terrorism Act: which calls for 
detainees to be held in solitary 
confinement with no access to the 
outside world. 

In March this year, he was 
admitted to the psychiatric unit of 
the St Augustine Hospital in Dur­
ban, where he was under police 
guard. 

Sometime after his discharge 
from hospital, he was transferred to 
Johannesburg. Hi* lawyers do not 

, know exactly when. 

On June 2ft. he appealed in the 
Johannesburg Regional Court to­
gether with Gqweta and Njikelane in 
connection with charges under the 
Terrorism Act. Details of their 
charges were not disclosed, 

Gqweta and Njikelane were told 
they would be transferred to Ura-
hamstown for trial, and Kikine was 
told he was being transferred to 
Durban for trial. 

-The three men left thecourt — but 
30 minutes later, Kikine was re* 
turned to court, where he was told 
the charges against him had been 
withdrawn. 

He was immediately redetained 
and transferred to Durban in police 
custody. His lawyers do not know 
under which law he was detained, 
but presume it was Section Six of the 
Terrorism Act. 

The next day. June 29. he 
appeared in the Durban Magi­
strate's Court, where he was told his 
case had been remanded until July 
13. He appeared in connection with 
a charge under the Terrorism Act, 
but no details of chargesaguinst him 
were given. 

Kikine was returned to police 
custody, and police said he was 
being held in terms of Section 12(a) 
of the Internal Security Act, the 
refusal of bail clause. 

Meanwhile, his lawyers applied to 
have the trade union leader released 
on bail. When he appeared in court 
on July 13 he was told his bail 
application had been successful, and 
that he was being released on R500 
bait 

He was told to appear in court 
again on August 6. 

Legal sources said it was unusual 
for an accused due to face a 
Terrorism Act charge to be released 
on bail. 

When Gqweta and Njikelane 
appeared in a Grahamstown court, 
the magistrate told them he has no 
jurisdiction over their case, and that 
they were being transferred to East 
London. 

They are duetoappearagain inan 
East London court next month. 

Another Saawu office-bearer. 
Eric Mtonga. has been in detention 
under security laws since late last 
year. 


