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State still
to decide
on fate of
Saawu men

UNCERTAINTY SURROUNDS
the future of Sam Kikine, gencral
secretary of the South Alrican
Allied Workers Union (SAAWL).
*‘Major A Conwright. said during the
Fine trial on the previous day that
Kikine was 1o be taken 1o the
Eastern Cape and charged with
Thozamile Gywela and Sisa
Npkelane,

Kikine's eighi-month detention
has been marked by o serics of legal
wranghes.

And the lengthy detentions of his
Iwo colleagues, Saawu president
Thozamile Ggweta and Saawu vice-
president Sisa Njikelane, have also
been unusual.

Kikine was detained in Durban on
Movember 27 last year under
Section 22 of the General Laws
Amendment Act. Two weeks later,
he was held in terms of Section Six
of the Terrorism Act: which calls [or
detainees 1o be held in solitary
conflinement with no access to the
outside world.

In March this year. he was
admitied to the psychiatric unil of
the St Augustine Hospital in Dur-
ban, where he was under police
guard.

Sometime after his discharge
from hospital, he was transferred 1o
Johannesburg. His lawvers do not

.know exactly when.

On June 2R, he appeared in the
Johannesburg Regional Court to-
gether with Ggweta and Njikelanein
connection with charges under the
Terrorism Act. Details of their
charges were not disclosed.

Gyweta and Njikelane were told
they would be transferred 1o Ura-
hamstown for tnial, und Kikine was
told he was being trunsferred 1o
Durban for trial.

-The three men left thecourt -- but
0 minuies laer, Kikine was re-
turned 10 court, where he was told
the charges against him had been
withdrawn.

He was immediately redetained
and transferred to Durban in police
cusiody, His lawyers do not know
under which law he was detained,
but presume it was Section Six of the
Terrorism Acl.

The next day, June 29, he
appeared in the Durban Magi-
strate’s Court, where he was lold his
case had been remanded until July
11, He appeared in connection with
a charge under the Terrorism Act,
bul no details of charges against him
WEre given.

Kikine was returned to police
custiody., and police said he was
being held in terms of Section 12{a)
of the Internal Security Act, the
refusal of bail clause,

Meanwhile, his lawyers applied 1o
have the trade union leader released
on bail. When he appeared in coun
on July 13 he was told his bail
application had been syccessful, and
that he was being released on R500
bail.

He was told to appear in courn
again on August 6.

Legal sources said it was unusual
for an sccused due to face a
Terrorism Act charge (o be released
on bail.

When Gygweta and Njikelane
appeared in a Grahamsiown court,
the magistrate told them he has no
Jurisdiction over thew case, and that
they were being transferred 1o East
London.

They are duetoappear again inan
East London court nexi month.

Another Saawu ollice-bearer.,
Eric Mionga. has been in detention
under secunily laws since late last

YEar.

Gawu's Samson Ndou ... "Dummy bodies can do nothing aboul housing,
security and comfort™
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Mass meeting
says down
with PW’s
puppet show

MORE THAN | 500 people unani-
mously passed a resolution rejecting
the proposals of the President’s
Council 8t an anti-South African
Indian Council meeting in Lenasia
this month,

“The PC has been projected as an
instrument of relorm  which s
supposed to bring about meaninglul
change lor the coloured and Indan
people.” said Anti=-SAIC Commitiee
chairman Dr Essop Jassar,

‘Itis however nothing more than
an attempl Lo create the impression
that the Botha Governmemt is
interested * in bringing aboul real
change.’

"The vast majorily of the country’s
people have been ignored. Home-
lands are provided for the Alrican
people. The proposals are thus
mercly a sophisiticated form of
divide-and-rule wactics.”

Dr Jassat sad that the PC was an
undemocratic body  because the
people serving on il were hand-
picked. -

*Another reason why we reject the
PC proposials s because it provides
fora State Presadent with dictatorial
powers,” he said. 'Political power
will he removed [rom parliament.’

‘The cxccutive president  wall
select the Prime Minister and his
Cabinet. The president also hax the
power Lo sack Cabinel members and
dissolve  parliament. This s a
dictatorship as | sec .’

Ihe PC also recommends that
cach residential area has s own
local councils. “These councils will
have no real power. said Jassal.
‘They will deal only with adminis-
tration.’

*This means we have Lo solve the
many problems that we are not
responsible for in the Mirst place. It
also diverts responsibility (or hous-
ing from the central government.*

He attacked the PC's proposils
for retaiming the Group Arcas Act.
*It does not reject the principles of
compulsory segregation.” he said.

Students launch blueprint

PREPARATIONS FOR the draw-
ing up of an education charter have
taken a new turn with the election of
2 Steering Committee to initiate and
co-ordinale the campaign.

The Steering Commitiee, made
up of representatives from different
centres throughout the country, was
elected at the recent Azaso congress
to consult wrth studeni, community
and labour groups Lo prepare for an
education conference at the end of
the year. This will involve a wide
spectrum of organisations in ac-
cordance with Azaso's policies.

"Al the education charter con-
ference,” said an Arzaso spoke-
person “all these organisations will
meel (0 draw up a plan of action for
the campaign’.

Al the moment’. he said, ‘the
campaign is in a stage where people
are sharpeming themseives up theo-
retically, consulting different groups
on how the campaign should be run
and also working on the kind of
issues which can be taken up on the
various campuses as a build-up to
the charier’.

The charter campaign, decided on
at the end ol last year. has been
jointly launched by Azaso (the
Azanian Students’ Organisation and
Cosas (the Congress of South

African Students).

Araso studenis have already
caucused the wea on vanous cam-
puses and at the congress report-
backs confirmed a need for students
to formulate a common set of
educational demands.

The charter campaign s also
important, they said, as a rallying
point to mabilise students and to
make studenl siruciures MOre mMass
based.

-Said Azaso president Joe Phaah-
ia. “In the past demands for changes
were neither co-ordinaled nor con-
solidated. The only way Lo develop
an alternative in education in South
Africa is to involve students in
[ormulating an education charter.

The process will inevitably be as
important as the charter itsell — if
not of more value'.

“The education charter could sct
a% a barometer against which
students could measure current
educational reforms 1o see how lar
they contribute to meeting their
basic demands’. said one repor.

All delegates stressed that edu-
calion cannot be seen apart from the
rest of society and the demands
made in an education chaner could
only be met in a democratic South
Alrica.

A resolution 1o launch a national
campaign to dentify, consolidate
and popularise the demands of the
majority and to embody these
demands in an education charter
was passed

*The education charter should be
sCen 4s an attempt to consolidate the
demands and lessons of the *76 and
B0 experience’, said an Azaso
ipokesperson.

Expanding on this point, a Cosas
representative said, “In 1976 stu-
dents were nol clear about what type
of education they wanied — whether
they wanted the education given Lo
whites, Lthat offered to their fore-
fathers or a fundamentally different
kind". )

He said students also needed 1o
formulate a documend oullining
their basic demands because ‘the
povernmenl is embarking on cos-
metic changes in the educational
field to counter progressive organi-
sations. Students need a yardstick
against which to measure, analyse
and expose these so-called changes'.

‘The education charter is im-
portant’, he said, "because it will be
democratically formulated and de-
mocratically adopted and so will
embody the minimum education
demands of the people’.

“Ihe Group Arcas Act is the very
cornerstone ol the poalicy ol apari-
hewd  Instead the proposals recom-
mend a Group Arcas Act Board.”

Jussat said the limitations of the
proposals were thus clear "It s
proposing nothing more than a
powerloss and cthnic pariament.”

Jassat said the demands of the
people were made known long ago
by the Freedom Charterdrawn upin
1955 in Khiptown at the Congress ol
the People.

He said the demands were:
® o nativnal conveniion;
® universal lranchise in o single
prarbament;
® decent housing for all;

@ the right 1o live where we please:
® free. non-racial and  relevant
cducation; and

®  gyuitable land distrubution.

Jussat said the I"C does nol even
meet the minimum demands of the
people.

He sawd “grassroots, democratic
organisations” such ok trade unions
pnd  residents” - associations have
been lormed o work towards this.

“The present government will not
change.” he said. *The only aler-
mabive i 1o actively  oppose als
pobcies. The road 1o Ireedom and
Justwe 15 not easy.”

Hev Ueril, Beghbic, the wvice-
chairman of the Witwatersmand
Council ol Churches, said the 1'C
Witk un altempt o ool people, "Hul

aparthesd v ovil through  and
through.” he sad
"“Any allempt e bning aboul

change within the Irmmework ol the
svslem ol apartheid » doomed 1o
fail. 11 has 1o be scrapped. We can
alrcady see the cracks in apartheid”

“We will not be divided. All people
are created egual and should be
grumted cyual freedom. | cannol see
Ciod giving any support loa palitical
system which denies basic nghis 1o
all people.”

The president ol the General and
Allied Workers' Union [(Gawu),
Samson Ndouw, sid SAIC members
know they can do  absoluicly
nothing about “housing. security and
comlort’.

*[uch institutions muost be ex-
posed and totally rejected by those
who uphold the principles of demao-
crucy,” he suid. "“Workers wall also
continue to fight for a democratic
South Africa.’

*The wealth of this country must
be shared by all who work for it. The
umon leaders are nol agitalors. Had
working conditions are themselves
agilalors.’

Ndou alvo attacked “the criminal
role of America in Israel and South
Alrica.

From whai we see of the Reagan
government’s policy ol genocide in
Lebanon, we don't want them here
in South Africa’, he said.

The crowd stood for a minute's
silence in sympathy with the
Palestinian people.

Helen Joseph. whose banning
order expired in June, was wel-
comeéd with a standing ovation and
presented with a garland. There was
an emotional scene when she and
Ama Maidoo. mother of the jailed
Anti-SAIC member Prema Naidoo,
embraced each other,

Helen Joseph i a listed person
and may not be quoted. She was the
first person to be placed under house
arrest in South Africa in [962. She
was [irst banned in 1957.



