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A BLACK miner, Headman Mazi-
buko of the Transkei, was shot 12
times during the huge wave of strikes
that paralysed the mining industry
during the first week of July.

The story of Headman Maribuko,
who. according to medical sources,
was admitted to a mine hospital with
twelve bullets in him, is one of the
few details of the strike to have
emerged.

At least three of the bullets had
entered through his back and, he
says. many of them hit him while he
was lying on the ground.

The strikes, sparked off by anger

over unexpectedly low pay in-
creases, involved up to 70,000
workers on nine gold and platinum
mines belonging to Gold Fields of
South Africa and General Mining
Corporation of South Africa and a
group of coal mines owned by Iscor.

By the end of a week of turmeoil, at
least 10 mine workers lay dead,
scores were injured and hundreds
had been arresied. Thousands more
were bussed off to the homelands,
Exact figures have not been re-
leased.

Although such unrest has occurr-
ed rep=aicdly on the mines, these

figures indicate that the strikes were
some ol the piggest and most
significant since the massive mine
workers' strike of 1946, _
They began only hours after
workers were told oflicially of the
annual pay increases sel by the
Chamber of Mines the lowes!
percentage increase in live years,
The increase, set arbitrarily by the
chamber, was 1% for surface
workers and 129 for underground
workers, compared to last July's
increases of 150 and 209 With
inflation at aboul 169 this means
miners would be 1aking a ssgmificant
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Police round up 1,508 workers sl Kloof Gold Mine near Westonaria during the recent sirike wave on the Rand

Death strikes as miners face
bullets, batons and teargas

drop in their real incomes,

Al least three mining groups
Anglo-American, Consolhidated In-
vestments (JCI) and Rand Mines
arc thought to have granted a higher
increase than this.

These three groups were not hit by
(he strikes.

One of the miners. Shimane
Deetsang rom Wildeheesfontein
Mine, has descnibed what happened:
*We had decided not Lo go to work
and were striking because the pay
increase was nol enough.’

Dectsang said he earncd up 1o
R 200 a month and had received only

Square claims another detainee’s life

AS SASPU MNational was going 1o
print, ® 11 year old detainee was
found dead in his cell a1t John
Vorster Square.

According fo a police statement
Ernest Dipale was found hanged by
a strip of cell blanket at 11.13am on
Sunday, August 8.

Lawyers acting for the Dipale
family have reporied that the young
Ernest was detained three days
before his death.

This is the second political death
at John Vorster Square since the
beginning of the yesr, only six
months after trade unionist Neil
Aggeit's death in detention. Dipale
was a former fellow detninee of
Apgetl.

He was detained in October 1981,
released in January this year and

redetained on Augusi 6.

His family’s lawyers have said an
attempt to shoot Dipale was made
two days before security police
arrested him. Earlier this year an
assasination attempl was made on
hix sister in Botswana.

The last time Dipale’s family saw
him was on August 6 when security
police brought him to their house to
conduct a search. Dipale’s father has
said police had taken the only
picture of his son from the family
album.

Meanwhile the acting com-
missioner of police, Lieutenani-
General Johan Coetzee has an-
nounced that Dipale made ‘a
confession 1o a magistrate’ hours
before his death and was 1o appear
in courl to face 'several charges’

under the Internal Security Act the
following day.

Dipale’s parents and lawyers said
they knew nothing of a scheduled
couri appearance. nor did they
know of any charges being brought
against him.

In response to Dipale’s death, the
Detainees” Parents Support Com-
mittee (DPSC) has released a
statement_calling for the scrapping
of all security laws and the un-
conditional releasi of all defainees.

According to the DPSC Dipale is
the 53rd person 1o have died in
detention and the 16th to be found
hanged in his cell.

The statement said:*We have been
repeatedly told by the authorities
that the health, safety and well being
bility of

the Security Police and that mea-
sures taken are adequate. '

*¥Yet another death in detention,
the 53rd by our counf, serves fo
expose the barbarism of the de-
tention laws.’

The closed system of visits by
State-appointed doctors and in-
spectors would never protect de-
tainees againsi excessive pressures
from police interrogators, the sinle-
ment said.

*Any person held in total solation
from the outside world and at the
complete mercy of his captors will
have his life at risk.

*As predicted, the new Internal
Securily Act. on which the ink has
nol yet dried, has produced -no
improvement in the safe-guarding of
detainees.’
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an extra R6 in his pay packet that
day.

“We were nol lighting. just making
a noise and were surprised to sec the
police come. We were just sitting
and waiting when they called the
police.’

*| saw they were using leargas, so |
ran to get a cloth and some water to
cover my mouth. When | came oul
of my room | was shot. That's all |
remember.”’ he said

| deetsang was admitted to a mine
hospital with multipie  buckshot
wounds on the top of his back. He s
nuw lully paralysed Irom the waist
down and his arms are partially
paralyscd.

Another picture of the outbreak
of unrest on July 2 was painted by
the manager of West Driclontein
Mine, ane of the first and biggest Lo
b clused by the sinike.

He sand a night of violence began
alter 4000 workers Irom the Num-
ber 2 compound had refused o got
work and had guathered ut the
compound gates chanting for the
compound manager.

When he came, he saw they were
militant, so he called in securnity,

“Ihe miners were warned 1o
disperse 1o their rooms and told 1o
send a delegation to speak 10 the
compound manager. When they
failed 1o do this, teargas was used.”
he said.

Mine security guards. with dogs.
batons and plastic shields, then
swepl through the compound in a
‘show ol force’. according o the

Continued on page J
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sentenced to

death iIn
Pretoria trial

FHRTE  ANC owen were  Lowind
gty ol treison il sentenced 1o
death i the Pretona Supreme Coun
on August Gth, | ey wee comocted
on charges ol gh treason and
altcrmatinve charges ol murder.
terrorrsm, robbery and possession ol
arms, splosives and ammuaminon,
I helle  Simon Mogocrane{2 1),
Jerny Semano Mosolon (25) and
Marcus Thaho Motaung (27)
appearcd before Justice Curlewis i
the Pretona Supreme Court. In
judgement. Justice Curlewis and
two assessors said they were satishied
the three accused were members of

Nusas festival
focuses on
Education

FIUCATION WEAPON and
Tewtl wiis the theme of @ MNumas
festival held at Wits university last
muonth.

Addresang  delegates on the
theme, Wils lecturer, vl Weh-
ster said, CIlemocrats and  pro-
gressives who wish Lo operaie in the
sphere ol education have a responsi-
hiliny tochallenge the gualiny of ther
cducation”

“They must do this lrom a position ol
strength they have o be well-

David Webster

armed with knowledge and succesa-
ful organisation on the campus.
From ths position ol strength
thevse pot o lorge allances with
those democratic groups who arc in
o puosition to bring about progressive
change in the broader socicty

The lestival consisted of seminars.
papers and panel discussions to-
pether with much  informal  de-
hate and discussion, Representatives
from Nusas, Asno and Cosas led a
panel discussion on the cducation
siruggle.

Papers presented at the festival
included one on “Black Conscious-
ness and the history of the student
movemnent”. “The roke of the n-
tellectual in the struggle Tor demo-
cracy” and “Post-university involye-
ment”. There was a great degree ol
participation by most delegates in
decussions and serminars and a
productive exchange of Wleas took
place.

*The task facing us aow.” said
Musas Presdent Jonty Jolle. ‘is 1o
strengthen our base, 1o (urther
educate ourselves and to tighten
discipline and our organisation,’

the ANC whose purpose was (o
averthrow  the  gosernment by
stolent means,

O the Last davs of the tral the
court was packed and the trialists
citered the court roam -nl'l_uin!z il
witly clemched sty i,

| e charges aginnst the three
were that they underwent- miliary
training  in ANC camps amd
sl iltested South Atrea, Thes hid
arms, ammumition amd lellow ANC
memhers nside the countrs .

Mogowrane and Motlaung were
consicted with being imvohved in the
attacks on the Moreka and Orkando
police stations 0 Sowete. The
charges of murder and attempted
murder related 1o policemen injured
and killed during these atlacks.

Mosololi was charged lor his
alleged imvolvement i the attack on
the railway hine near New Canada
Station an Slas 1981,

Motaung., Mosaloli and
Muogocrane were charged with
taking pant in the attack on the
Waonderboom  polwe station n
December 1981 when  polwcenwn
were kilked and impured and a car was
siulen,

Fhe aceused were abw charged
with using an underground basc.

I'he accused had pleaded not
guilly 1o e chaiges. but Lad
admitted atacks on the three pulice
stations, the Capital Park Sph-
station and the New Cuanada
rnlway,

An ANC member, who  had
delected w0 the seconty police
deyeribed the arrest ol Motaung and
said that he had shot the accused in
the hip. Motaung received no
hospital treatment for two dayvs alier
he wis shal,

The tnal ok o dramatic turn
when a stale witness, who cannol be
named, denied a statement  that
linked Motaung with a Valiant car
that was allegediy stolen during the
Wonderhoom attack, He wld ihe
courl that he knew nothing aboul
the car and sawd, "1 was drunk and
did not make the statement volun-
Lariy .

Allegatwons of torture were made
against Captain Viser ol the
Security Police by Mr Jack Unter-
haler. SO in his cross examination
of The wilness,

Visser had told the court of his
arrest of Mogocrane and Mosaloli
on an sland hideout near Hame
manshraal. Unterhalier alleged that
Visser had put a wet plastic hag over
Mosolol™s head which nearly sul-
focated him. One ol Visser's cul-
beaguexs had piven the order for a
police dog 1o bite Mosololi.

Unterhalter said Mosoloh and
Mogocrane had been subjecied to
electric shocks and alleged a wooden
pole was inserted between Mogoe-
ranc's lcgs and arms o suspend him
between a chair and wable while
being interrogated.

The tnal s continuing.

Banned Beyers’ car hit again

THE BOMB that damaged the car
of banned cleric Dr Beyers Naude
was planted by an e xpert. say police.

A small device ex ploded under the
car while it was being serviced by a
friend in Bosmont at the end of
June. -

The [riend. Chris Peilman, phon-
ed the police immediately after

finding the car burning but they only
arrived two days later to investigate
the explosion.

Peillman felt certain that the
attack was directed at Dr Naude, as
the attackers ignored a number of
olher cars that would have been
easier to bomb,

This is not the first time that Dr

Maude has been the victim of a right
wing atiack. In addition 1o other_
forms of victimisation, two petrol
bombs were thrown al his car in*

1978.
Dr Naude was banned in Oclober

1977. He was the leader of ihe
{ 'hristian Instituie which was one of
the 22 organisations banned at the
same time.
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Wilson Rowniree workers profest against black-listing

Sweet campaign on
despite intimidation

SAAMTD OFFICIALS i Fast
London can’t get away from Wilson
Keowntree, The new South Alrican
Allied Workers' Umon ollices arg
directiv behand  the Wilson
R nteee loctory: they can see and
sl the sweets being made avweny
(1

Huowever the smell of Peppermuim
Crisp and Toll o'lux has no
templed the workers at Wikon
Rowntree 1o give up their demand
tor reinstatement and recognition of
their union.

AL o recent nuss mecting in Fast
London, the workers called on
peaple  around the country 1o
conbimue boscotling Wilson
Howntree products,

Reports showed  heartening
support of  the  boyeott  from
overseas unions and other

PROEICSIvG  Erous.

Ihe mecting's main speaker was
Bonsile Norushe, the East | ondon
branch sccretary ol the Alrican
Food and Canning Workers” Union.
who had just been released from
detention.

Witness jailed in first Ciskei Terror trial

A WITNESS in Ciskets it
Ferrorism Act trial in Zwelitsha was
sentenced 1o two-and-a-hall years
imprisonment [or refusing 1o take
the oath and give evidence,

He was called to give evidence in
the tnal of Towr Mdanisane men,
Mahone Duna (3 ], Dumisani Man-
impwa (31). Bavi Keve (52) and
Luvanda Mavekiso (23} The wiat-
ness sand be knew notheng amd had

been lorced 1o make a statement.
The accused are charged with
parlicipating in lerrorist activitics,
heing members of the ANC and
powsessing banned literature,
Another witness has given evi-
dence. although he refused to take
the path because it was against his
upbhringing and rehgious belels.
He alleged he was issaulted with
open hands amd clenched fists

Fast | ondon security police. He haa
sustained a damaged cardrum. he
said.

PDuring May  last year he had
accompanied a man who had
distnbuted leaflets in Mdantsane,
I'he man sad the leaflets were o

. discourage people from celehraung

Republic Day. the witness sid.

|l trianl sasmpinngs

He called on workers to perseverne
in the struggle lor their nghis. * 1o
win a recopnition agrevment is
enough’, he said. *his musi not be
scen as an oend in sell as
circumstances change and workers
need to strive lor democricy,”

The mecting condemned 1he
detention  of Saawu  oflicials
Fhosamile Gygweta, Sia Njikelane
and Sam Kikine, "Our leaders are in
juil because—ol vur strength. s
Morushe.

A Saawu olbics] sod the Cisken
government  acts  harshly  agaims
workerss in Mdantsane., “Un the
weckends, the Cisker police engape
in door-to-door raids. People with
pnien cards are arrested and so are
people who wear polical -shiry,
he saud pointing Lo someone wearnng
i umon F-shart,

Sauwu  ofhemls  reminded  the
mecting of the 205 people detamed
last vear Tor singing Irecdom songs,
They appealed to the workers not 1o,
sing freedom songs as they en-
tered Mdantsane, which is in the
Cisker. *The Csker government uses
s o make money last vimw we
had o pay R0 in liney’, sawd one
ullicial,

Workers abwo protested  against
blacklisting. " I he Cisker departmeni
ol Manpower operiles as a
bluckhsting agency®. sad one
speaker. "Waorkers  invaolwed  in
strikes may never get jobs again.
This way especially true an the
i :hwnl’){'ilpc, he smd. where
unemployment s high. " The Wilkaon
Rowntree workers won'll get other
jobs and so they see o vwetor lor
themselves ax a4 viclory  agains
hlacklisting

(ontinued from page |

mine manager. Securitv guards and™
e Clasbed iepeatediy Uhat mgla
and by dawn four miners lay deady”
At the outhreak of the strike min
management and police respondes”
immediately with the explanation,
that 1 was Cansad b g fow
inimidators who were dissatisfied-
with the pay increases. Gold Fields
director, Colin Fenton. even sad
that one  Thre-up was “straight
tribal’, 5

Hut this does ot explain why so
many  moners were imooled over
such a wide arca and why onh
cerlain mining companics  nofa-
hiv those with o reputatin lor
pasing bess than other mines  were
allecivd.

Another lactor hkely 1o have
compounded  dissatislaction  with
the increase was the difference in pas
between black workers of dillerent
calcgorics one ol the misl
freguent causes ol dissatislaction in
the past. |his year the gap between
the majoridy of black workers in the
lower  catepories and  the “leam
leaders” and more shilled workers in
the higher categories increased,

The Fact that the miners are all
migrant workers, living in cramped
compounds with notamily lile, must
also be taken into acvount, As one
mine official. speaking unoificially.
put itz "Of course. the truth 15 that as
long as we have migrant labour, we
will probahly have unrest,”

ANC appeal to be

heard next month

THE APPEAL of three men
convicted ol treason in August last
year, s 1o lake place on September )
in the Bloemfontein Appeal Court |

Antony Bobby Tsoltsobe (25).
Johannes Shabangu (26) and David
Moise (23) were sentenced Lo death
for their part in sabotage operations.

Tsotsobe was sentenced lor par-
ticipating in the attack on the
Booysens police station and on the
PDube railway station: Shahangu lor
his involvement in the attack on a
South Alncan policeman’s home
near Malclani, Barbeton: and Maoise
for partwipating in the attack on
Sasal 1 and for returning 1o South
Alrica to gather information for g
severid stk on Sasol,




