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A N I N T R O D U C T I O N

At i t s r ecent Nat i onal Congr ess,
held i n Durban i n ear l y Jul y this
year, the Liberal Party of Sout h
Af r i ca decided to produce a r egular
comment ar y on South Af r i can an d
Af r i can affairs . Here is the first
issue . It i s being s ent to Sout h
Af r i can nnd ov ersea newspapers, to
the r epres entat ives of for eign go­
vernments, to the Un i ted Nat i ons,
t o s enior members of the L i beral
Party itself and to any individuals
or organizations , in Sout h Af r i ca
or oversea , wh o would l i ke t o r e­
c e ive it . Th e ventur e is b e ing
modestly l a unc hed bu ti t is th e
editor s 1 hope th at they may b e able
to improve t he quality of th~ pro­
duction shortly, as well a s to in­
cr ease t he frequency with which the
journal is to a ppear .

For the benefit of those who r e­
ceive th i s publication, but who are

un familiar with t he Liberal Party and
what it s t a nds for , p a rt o f th i s
tirs t edi t i on will b e taken up with
~ brief recapitulatio~ 0; t he Pa r ty
I S history a nd a s ta temen t of its
beliefs .

Di sc us s ion GrJu~s

The Liberal Par t y of Sout h Af r i ca
was es t ab l i s hed in 1953, s oon after
t he Na t i onal i s t Government had von
i t s second Gener-al, Elect i on . It gr-ew
ou t of a "Ldbe r -aL Asscc t at. t cn« l'.':.c-;:h
had i t self be en f ormed f r om n n~1xr

of int er -rae i e L discussion groups
scattered aroun d Sou t h Af r i ca . It
was f ounded by a smell, Cody of people
r -epreecnt dn g aU t he c1jff:rent groups
which make up South Af r i ca ' s multi ­
r ac i al population, who saw t he Na:'
t i onalist victory l eading South Af ­
rica i nevi t abl y and disas t rous l y to
complete r ae i al irreconc H ability.
The Libe r al f ar ty was pl edged, f rom
the begir~ing, t o end nll race dis­
crimi n ation in South Af r i c a - in
contrast to the Nat i onal i s t Party,
whose pol i cy wa s t o ex t end i t, and
the Uni t e d Par ty, whos e pol i cy wa s
to pr~serve the s t atus quo .

Only i~cc'~J tabl0 i)olicy

Ei gh t y ears l ater, when Dr . Ver ­
woer-d walked out of t he Prime rdnd.s ­
t €rs l Conference , he public~y s t a t ­
ed that there was only one pol.Lt dcal,
party in Sou t h Af r icn which offered
3. pol icy which would satisfy his
f el l ow CommonwealtJ P~ime Mi ni s ter s
- and that was the Li beral Part y . He
wa s quite right . The Liberal f arty
i s the only South Af r i can pol itical
par ty which subscribes to the Unf-
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ve r sal Declaration of Human Rights . It is t he only one p ledged to do
away wd'th all statutory and convent ional co_lour bars and t o secure eqial.
rights and oppor tunities f or all South Af r i can s 'i n every fi e l d whe re
fre edom i s at present limited .

The Liberal Par -ty has gr-own steadily during its s hort l i f e and in
t he process the compos i.t.Lon of its membership has slowly changed . In
the early days this membership was probably predominant ly whit e, but
over the years~ "hile al l merrbe rship has gr o,in, it is i t s Af r i can mem­
bership which hos grown p~rticularly .

€xt ra-Par l i nmentary Rol e

Liberal Party ac tivities ar -e not confined t o the ccnvent ional
el ec toral field . The Party recognizes for itself an "e xt.ru- Par-L fa­
ment .er -y'' as ,·rell as c. "Par-Lfament.ary'' political rol e . It i s pl e dge d
t o non -violenc e . It ccco pt -s that. hoycotts, s tr i ke s and other such
pea c ef ul, extr a -Parl iamentar y methods are a v alid f or m of poli t ical
opposition in a country in "hich the va s t major-Lt.y o f p eople are
prevent ed f rom exercising nor-mal, democr at.Lc pressures t h rough the
vot E; .

The principles of the Li ber al Party a re qui t e straight -fonfar d. It
bel i eves i n r espect f or t he integ r ity of the i nd i v i dua l citizen, in t he
ma dnt .ena ncc of t he Rul e of Law, i n a democ ra t i c system of gover-nment an d
in the ent r enchment i n a rigid Bi ll of Ri ght s of thos e fundamental 'hu­
ma n rights s et out in the Univ er sal DecLer-at.Lon of Hum an Ri ght s . The
Party of f ers polic i e s wor-ke d out. in detail together by South Af r i cans
of all r a ces. It st.ends f or univ ersa l suff rage on a c ammon r ol l , f or
a n integrated school. sys tem, a nd f or a compreh ensiv e so cial. vel.fare pro ­
gramme on t he Br it i sh model .

The Par t y ' s f i r s t a im is to do D.'I-lO.y ,..ith the Colour fur but it r e ­
cognizes t.hat. merely t o r-emove exi s t i ng barrier s wLl.L no t s olv e al l
South !, fr i c<,~ ' s probl ems . Grea t dif.1'er ence s in liv:iJJ.g standards end Iend­
ownership will be onl y two of t he leg~c ie s of yeers of white privilige
whi ch wi ll s till r 8mJi n when the Gol our B~r h~s gone . Ec onomi c status
will still l a r ge l y foll ow c ol our l i ne s . The potential r ev ol ut i on latffiL
in this situat ion Hil l onl y b e f or estalled by.r-adice.L pol i c i e s a i me d at
r edressing the bal~nce of land- owne r shi p 2nd rais ing substantially t he
,..ages of semi-skille d and unsk ill e d worker-s . The Li ber al Party ha s a
r a di c al land-policy, based prirrarily on indivi dual owner-s h f p , wh i ob
wouLd secur e D. s ubs't.ant.Lal. r-cc d.s t .r-fbut.Lon of l and and increas ed product­
ivi ty . It has a pr-ogr -amme fo r a at .aged Incr-ea se -dn wag es , g e a z-e d t o
the capac ity 'of Incus t.ry t o ab sorb s uch incr eases, wh i ch would lift
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wor ke rs abov e th~ brcadl in~ in t he shor test time poss ible .

Anyone who has ma de even a supe r f i c ial exami na t i on of present trends
an d deve'Lopment.s in Af r i ca knows that t here i s onl y D. Jimited fu t ure on
t he cont i nent f or Qny soc i ety ba sed o~ white privilege or~~te supr em­
acy . The refore t he r e i s onl y Q limited fu ture f or apaF~cid . The qu~­

i on is : what Hill t ake its plac e? 'Ther e ar e surely only thr -ee possible
answers t o this question? ~'ihc n apar t he i d gO€S it will b e r e p l a c ed
e i t h€r by ex t re me black rac ialism (the l eg itimat e of f spr ing of ext r eme
whi te r acial i sm), or by a c ommunis t t ot.aj tt.ar-Leru.sm, or by a non-racdal,"
democ r-acy ,

As reo- as t .he Lfbe r-cLs a r-c conc e rned, t h er-e i s no choice here , Only
the third al ter nat i ve is wor-th cont.emp.Ict .tng and the Lib eral Par-ty
r egar ds it as its t .ask to SEe t.hat. th 'lt is the dirsctdon Sout h Af r i ca
takes . It will cnly succ eed i n this task if it can convinc e Enough
South Af r i cans of -d.L kinds t.ha t. the Liberal solution is t h e bes t
solution f or South Af r i ca and by dem0nstr~ting in its 0 '10 rQnks that
non-racialism CQn r eal l y work .

Non-Rac i alism ct Wor k

As for a s concerns demons t rat i ng thct. ncn-r-cc i.e H em c a n work, t.h c
Li bera l Party b el i ev es t ha t it has already done so. Sinc e 1953 , fr om
branch level t o Nat i on &l 18v cl, its mcmb~rs ha ve shm~conclusiv~ tha~

even i n South nf r'Lcu ' s hfghl .y-char-g ed r ac ial a tmosphere, i t is pcssdb.Le ­
and easy - f or pc opk e to HOr;{ t.oget.h er- unc onscious of t heir colour . And
who ar e thes e members? They are a t r ue cr oss-scction .of Sout h Af r i c a ,
not only of ."111 races and r eligion s , b ut of eve r y possible background ­
lawye rs and lect ur ers , j ournalists a nd a r t i s ans , doctors an d s tudent s ,
businessmen a nd factory workers , f nrmsrs ~nd far m labourers , chiefs ~nd

tribesmen .

-How Hill t h e L 'lbcr-e.L Party per suade opp onents of aparthe id t .hcb i t s
wJ.y i s t he b est WJy out of the South Afric3.n t rsp aase? The R cpubl.Lcan
Ref erendum of l at c 1960 showed t hat whit0 vot ers a l one will never out ­
vot e 'Dr . Verwc cr'd . The rci.Iur-c of the et.ay- ut.chome strike in I c t e FlaY
showe d that peaceful demons t r -at.Lons of t hat sort , c c r-r-aed out by non­
wh dt.e South Afr i cans al one , wa.l.I not shake him e Lthez- . But t o get.her­
South Af r i cans of all croups can buil d a non-raci2l oppos iti on ~g ~ inst

whi ch the Nat i onal i s t Government. cannot possibly at .and e nd wh ich will
ens ur e for So ut h Af r i ca D. shar -e d e nd s teb.Le non-racial future . This is
the oppos i tion the Li b er a l Party is building .
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THE UlUTIW NATIONS I N AfRI CA Even when t he Congo news was bLackes t and
t he United Na t i ons '.,,305 b ein g assailed by

crit icism from all s i des for its bandl ang of 311 almost imposs ible s i tua­
t i on, t he Liberal Par -ty was i ts staunch 5 upporter . It i s still so, in
s p ite of t he obvi ous weak neas es i n UNO which t he Congo ha s r-eveal.ed , For
',,, i t hout UNO wher-e would the Congo , and pe r haps Af r i c a , now be"?

I f t he pr-esent attempt t o "r-e-Lnt.cgr at.eo Knt.angc int o a r e c usaLt. e d
Co ngo is succ esf'ul , the most dtif'f'Lou Lt, phase of the mqO t a sk there may b e
over-: "The Congo may hav e done somet.h i.ng fo r 'the Un ited Na t ion s which
seeme d ampoasc.bt.e s~~ months er-e - g i v en i t enhanc ed p r e s t.fge whe re it
t hrea t ened t o de stroy i t .

But "'Jhil(~ an optimist may S8t; new hope for UNO r i ea.ng f r om the
set tling dust of t he Congo, t-he r -e ar e ot her situations in Africa wher-e
i t s de f i .c innc I ee [:. T ~ blatantly exp os ed . Angol a t s t h e •e:·or s t of them .

It is almost ~mpo ss:~le t o ob t a i n a clear pic ture of what is happen­
i ng in AngoJ.rt. The r-evo'L t. aga i nst t.h s Sa.lnz az- r -eg tme seems to have opened
wit h atrocitie s 'oy come Af r i can "rebe l s " aga i nst the Pcrt.ug ue se settlers .
The Por tuguese s eem to have r espond ed by commi tting their own nt .r-oc It.de s
a ga i ns t t he Angolans , but on t he gr-and ocaLe , midence against the Port ­
ugue s e. does net-cr-est. on the wor d of "r-obeL'' refugees, •she might be ex­
pec ted t o be pre judiced in their own caus ~ , bu t mainly on t hat of Br it­
ish missionar i es , who hav~ Le eo expelled f r om the t CTrit ory . It i s sup­
ported by r -epor-t-s from the Srrt er-nat. Lona.l body cf nu ssiona r-Lea, cesperateky
t ryi nr, to co pe wit h t h3 A~golan rp. fug e ~ problem en the Ceneo side of t he
border . It has been conservatdve.Iy es t.imat.cd that 150,000 r-efugees have
f l e d to th8 Confo . ~ stDr~tc s of An~olans killed r,~ from 30 ,000 t o 50 ,
000 , and of Eor-Lugue se from 1,000 upsa rds , Yet, in t he f a c e o f this
slaughter , the United Na t dons S C CffiS quat, « power-Le s s t o do anyt h i ng .

~mnt E;;v <;r happens nov, Ango ka \\'ill never be the S3lTllO again. 'lhc Salazar
Gov ernment r ncy succ e e d i n r-e- eatab l Lshfng itself t emporar ily, but its
days ar-e number-ed , Ilop c f or ·::"1;.8 f'ut.urc lies i n br ing ing the Por -tugue s e
authorit i es and t he !1 r.e;cJl nr.. Le a der-a t ocet ber- to negotdnt.e , s greemrrt \..n.ll
be difficult after r-ecent. cvent .s , but will hav e t o c ornu. Som e h ow the
scope of t he Unt .t.cd Nat.tens must be wi.dene d so that it can mt erwne effec t ­
i vel y a t ddp'l oma t.f.c level i n a s i.t.uc tdon like t hat in nngo La ,

Next door to Ango'L a l ies South wes t Af r i c a . The behav i our of the UNO
Commi.t.t.ee on Sout h '.\le s 1, ;~f :" ic .:1 has not. enhonced its prestige i n Sout he r n
Af r i c a . But s oon it wi.Ll, be called upon t o play a v'.d:al role he r o . If the
International Court 01 J us ::"ice judcment goe s ag air-st South Af~ ic a , what
.-IUI the UN do to enf orc e it? If JJ.Dco1 o. ob t a i ns its i n d e pe n d enc e and
bor der i nc i dent along t nc S . ~·i . tc, f c-ont der fJ.are up, what. wi.ll, t he UN do ?

(Ccnt.d , p&ge 7)



T H ! N EW F AC E 0 F A P h R THE I D

I n any speech of Dr . v e rwoer-J, one c an usua.Lly f'Lnd appar en t-Ly con­
t rad i ctQry ~tcttmcnt~ cbout apar theid . Hi s r ec ent address t o t he Not ion­
nl.Lst. Party c ongr-ess was no exc ep t.den , On the ene hand, he presented h i s
pnr -t.y as the llhit e front ~5dns·::' : f r :'c o.n adv ancement , On tfe ot he r hand,
he claimed that cpar-t.he i.d would cv antunlly put. an end t o d Ls cr-drmna t don ,

These contradictions in wor-ds a r -e r-etched b"J actions which seem en the
f ac e of t hem t o po i nt in dtf'f'e r-ent. d f r-cct. Lcns , On the one ham, t he r -e is
t he Bantu i n Ur ban Area s Bf Ll ., ,·:~.ich 'I,ri ll co nsol i date and aggr -avat-e al l
the r-est .ruc t Lo ns end dxscr- Lmtnat.Lons to which .afr-i.cens in the citie s have
been subj uct over t hti yea rs . O~ the ot her hand, t he re is .:l. lib~ ro.l iz ing

measur e such as the new Liquor Ac t and ther e i s a ca n t i nual trickle of
meas ures 'I..hich c ould be descr-Ib ed a s "pos Lt .Ivc apcr -the Ld'" . The r e e r-e t o
be "Ba nt u Urban Councf Ls" which , t hough f a r I'r-om Independcnt., will have
more pow~rs then Lhe cl d l ecation Advisor y Bo~rds . Money i s be ing sp~nt

on t.r -ibaL unive r sities and we'Ll, pai.d j obs en thedr st."lffs ere bet ng uf f er ­
ed t o ,\f r i ca ns . The sat-e app.L'ies t o t h .,. p rc j e.cted "Bantu Servfce'' of the
S .A .o .C . HousIng dcvekopnen t c on t inue s and t he new s chemes a rc of t en en
impr ovEment O~ the ole .

Opponents of the Gcvernnent. are fn cLtne d , if thsy-::.re c on s ervat Ive a ,
t o use all this cc evfdence that the Goverrmerrt c oe s not I\;al l y know its
own rrind and is not as "f irm with the natives '! as i t c Lafms to bc , If they
a re Lfber-a.Ls, they dismiss "poa ft.tvc a pa r -t.ht Ld' a s mer -e window-dressing
and propaganda n: ter :'n l .

No Cont radic t i on

Both explana t ions ar-e f acile . There i s no cont r a di ction be t ween
" negat i v e" and "pos Ltdve" apar-thead a nd t he Government i s not spend­
ing its time a nd money mt r ely t o cr~ate prop~ganda ~~ts . The Gov ­
er nment has a very tho r oughly wor ke d- out p Lan f or c r e a t i ne a n ew
€co nomy 2nd ~ new socit ty f or t he Af r ican pop ulation . 1h is new s o­
ci~ty , as t or.ishing t hough it ~ny seem, will more cl osely r e s emble a
cOmMcnist society than nny ot he r existing pr ecedent .

The s t i ng l'l the t c.il of 3.11 "pos xt.tve apar -the i.c" me us ur -o s i s , of
course J ab sol ute Gove r nnen t control . Under the B3ntu Aut hor i t ies and
Bant u Ur ban Counc fl.s s ch emc s , an Af r i cr-n ca n have c pos ition o f some
power and inf luence - on ccr-dition th~t he rcn~€rs ab~e obe~e t o
the Govcrrrn cnt , In the t r i bal coLf cge .s o r "Bantu Rad de" , he c an have a
well -paid end int eresting j ob - on condit i on that he r-en der -s absolute
obedience t o the Gove r -ru.rc n t. , New oppo r t un i ties for t.r-c d e , skill ed and
professional wor k er -e be mg opened up - und er- Governmen t co n t r ol . 'the
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peasants of t he Res er ve s are off er ed soil · reclamation a nd be t te rmen t
schemes - unde r Gove r nmen t c ont rol .

.rt. t h e same time .• oppor-tund t i.e e f or _;',.f r i can adva nc emen t o uts ide t he
state- control led €c?nomy are bei~g s t 0adily whi t t l ed down. I ndepe nden t
Af r i can t raders and profe ssional men have alz-eacy been s queezed out of t he
city centre s . The barrier s t o Af l 'i c an empl oy me nt as ekij.Led art i sans i n
privat e ente rpr i s e s h~ve be~n r~ - inf orc ed . frivat e schools f or Af r i c ans
hav e been virt ually ab ol i shed . Fr eehold. ' t enur e of Land by Afr i cons exis t s
only in a f ew Lso.L at.ed a reas . I n t h o: so - c al .L cd "Bantu Homekanus " , l and
tenure i s f or all practical pur pos es a t the di scre t i on of the Govcrrmert. ,
I f white priva t e ent e r pr i s es shoul d c onc e ivo t he i d6a of advancng ~cans

t o seni or clerical or a dmi n i s t r a t i v e po s t s , it ...ill find t ha t t he Gcvc-n­
ment has p ower under t he Gro up Area s .i c t. to raace that practically tmpo s ­
sible , end t hat power- wi ll ce r-talnl.y b e us ed .

~tate- C ontroll Gd Soc i ety

As t he pr ocess c ontin ues, t he Af r i c ans , and mcr -e e spec i all y their l end­
er s and t he i r I nt.el.L 'igen t.sLa , \OJ'ill be f a c ed ,..ith che f o'lLowt ng chodce t to
en joy a mea s ur-e of pr osper i ty and opportuni t y :in t he n6U state-controlled
societ y , or t o fac e a f ut ur e out s ide i t ~hi ch of f er s hor~ed pover~ at

best and impr is onment , exile or death a s the consequ enc e of any a t tempt
t o change t he s Lt.uatdon

That i s the pl an . I t s pro spec ts of wor king should notbe~stimat­

ed , Jl state vmch on t he one hand hea all t he ec onomi c, poli t ic til, and soc ­
i al advancement in i t s gi f t; and on the other hQnd wi l l stop at not h ing
to crush oppo s ition, j.s Q m~chinG of t er r i bl e power . Suc h ~nchin~ s ar e
op er -at.i.ng smoot hly over- a q uar te r of t he wor-L d t s o u r -fcce a nd , wat.h one
exception, S hOH no s dgn cf b r- e.akf ng OO'\\"I1 .

Contnct with Free Soc i e ty

The one except i on is Impor-t.an t , East. Ger many ha s proved t h nt t otal­
itarianis m c annot exist witho ut n~ iron curtain - caill10t 8xi s t i n da i l y
contac t wd.th D. Iree co c Lot.y , Novr t he Nationalist r'cr -ty purpor -t-s to hps tint
i t s new Af r i can scc j .ct .y will ex a.s t s i de by side in one t erritory ,... ith a
white society ba sed on Pa r-Li.ament.a r-y democr-acy and f ree cnt.crpr-i.se , Tha t
c er t a inl y ccnnot be. As Long 2.3 a f r e e socaet.y.. ex i s t s :in So ut h .'lf ric <:l , it
wi ll be the 'J'Jes t Ber -L i .n 0:.: Bantust an . ro r -c laws and de c rees ,OJ'ill not auff;
i c e t o pr ev ent that . The Nnt i onal i s t Par ty has already made up its mind
that its so l ution t o s uc h a diff i c ulty will be no diff erent from Herr UJ..
bri cht 's . I f deMoc r acy f or wh i t e South Af r i co. caUlicts IT.Lth dic t a t orship
f or bl a ck Sout h Af'r -icu , i t i s demoorsc y which must g tvc Hay . 'rh i.s Has t he
message which }rr. Jo~n Voratcr convey ed i n h i s f i r s t speectl as Mi n i s t er .

Apa r t he i d, t hen, i s no l onge r old- s t yl e tyran~y which ~s mer el y on
bullets and b~yonets . It is becoming a nEw-styl e t yranny i n whic h all
the f orces of t he ec onomy ar e used t o b en d the peopl e t o the will .of
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~e~ ! a2 e_ o.f !p.': r.! h~i~ JfED.9 £age_91
the state . Th i s i s Ye r v o e r-dt s di s ­
t inc t i ve con t rib u t i on t o Af'r-Lkaner­
Nat i onal ism . FeN of h i s f o l l owers
under stand what. he is d oing . It i s
h i gh time t.hat. his opponent.s shc ul.d ,

UNO in Af r i cn

'I'he se a re vi t al qu est i on s wh ich
the UNO should b e ~dt int: r-ea dy t o
answer . Fo r i t is t rue that, howev er­
r-emo'te Ang ol a a nd South 'tl<.:: s t J-fr i c :t
may be f r om t he p ower centre s of t h e
wor-L d, i n t he mood of moder n Af r i ca
they can pr-esen t. a th r eat t o world
peac e, a s much as t h8 Cunfo d id.

Li ke t he p eople of f.nf ol a and Sout h
4 e s t Af r i c a , we l ook fo~'ard t o t he
day when uno wi l l have the power t o
Int -er-vene ef fec t i vel y to ensur e t bat
t he jus t asp i rations of a s u b j e ct
people c an b e ac hieved - b ut by ne ­
got i at i on , not viol enc e .

!~~~ ~~~E~~~ J~~ £~~~
I t i s net simply i n t he 1 i ~ht of

law t ha t we mus t c on s i der Mr . ~ors ­

t er ! s at.at.emerrt , Si nc e he spoke ther-e
have been many ins t ar.c e s of t he new
t r aditional int i mi dat i on of t he op­
ponent s of t he Go v er-nm ent. b y the
Spec i .e.L Brtmch • The me t h ods of t he
Spe c f c L Br-anch a r c vel.L k nown and
t ncLude a ttendance etLawful, meetings
o f Law- eb tdfng c i .t.Lz cns wher-e no t e s
of -spceche a arc taken . P Gr SOn3 a t­
t.cndtng meetings hev e t.heir cor nan­
ber -e taken an d a re often va.s i ted a nd
I nt.e r -rogut.o-; by the Spc c i .aL Br-ench",

Sinc e t .hes e ac t ivtt.l .,e. a rc i-arvl.y
foL l.owed by ,.:rus uc ut L'ns , ' , Jt.) can a s ­
aurae that t he mvest .agat.L cn 1]1' cr-Ime­
i s 01 r-emot.e put-pv se, if i t i s a pur­
pose at all.

1hz r ea l purpos e i s, of cour se ,
t o Int.irmcat.e the opponent s of the
Gcver nment . As Brookes and McCau­
ley r -emar-k in Lh ei. r- book, "an aura
of sinis t er p lo t t i ng and cr ime
aGa in s t the secur i ty 01' t h8 s t ate
i s ma de by t.h e s e a t tent ions t.o
heng ov er t heir dis c us s ions . 1I

Pun ishment f or Bel ief s

~tr . Vor st~r cl~arly does no t i n­
t.end to a bate t h e ac t i v i t ies of the
Special Br anch . He wil l als o, pr ~ ­

s umab'Iy, j us t i fy all other ac t i on s
of his Gove r rJnG nt , such as the d8 ­
t .ent don of Ltber-a.Ls d 'J. I' in c t he
Emer -g ency , who , a s we al l knm, wer-e
being purri.shcd fo r their beliefs,
and t he bannior of t he ANe and PAC
al t hough t:1G law under- which t.hey
wer e banned s trikes at the heart of
f r e edom to 0xpr e s s ~~0ns . r aral­
l eI n ot i on s ~r~ held i n 0.11 totcl ­
Lt .cr-Lan jurisdictions . Indeed i t i s
bec ommr, diff icul t to d i at.L n gufsh
Nct .Iona .L i.s t and Oommuris t. p0W:r tec h ­
n i que s .

'rhe s tnt.emerrt t .hat f'reecom of ex ­
pr-esaaon must be exercised :in a ccord­
ance wd.th tho Law i s Ll .Iuminat tnp ,
As we have seen, t.her-e is n o r e al
freedom o f ezpr -e s a don under t he ];x.,.
I n Na t ional i s t t h i nking "Law" a nd
"r -Ight." e r-e synonymous . People will
n ot be a'l Lowed t o pr otest i n places
inhab i t ed by other r aces and " f r-ee­
dom cr exp r ess ion must not be rous ed '•
As we know, "ab us e " to Na t ionalists
do~s not mec.n c ontr a ry t o c onv en t ­
i onal r s s tra ints on f reedom, whi ch
they find hopelessl y dnadeqaa t.e , but
c ont r a lJr t o National i st notiun s .

Hr . vor-st. e r , in short, beLaeve s
i n t h e right to prot e s t , prov i ded
that co ntent , p.Lacc a nd pe-scn are
approved tythe Nataonal.Lst. Par -ty,

?
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ACCORDING t o r ecent reports : the new South Af r i ca n Mi n i s t e r of Jus t i ce
ha s decl a r e d t.hat. he bel i eve s in f r eedom of expression and supports the
right of people t .o pr o t.e ot.. He must. f orgive us for not standing in awe of
t hese fine wcr-da . In t he f i r s t. pkcce , he i s the new Nat i 0 D. 8. 1 i s t
Mi n i s t er of Ju~tice and the ext ent to which Na t i ona l i s t s hav e de s t royed
f r- eedom dur ing t heir shor-t. polit i cal rul.e, is well known . There has b een
no s ign, not even si~c ~ ~~ . Vor s t er 1s accession) that t he Na t i on al i s t s
intend to reform . On t he c on t r ary) we have been told that the Eng l ish
press i s to be t aken by the tnrout. and t:13.' Il"White: Ci v ili zation ll , whi ch
me ans white eupr oeacv, is pr -efer-ab.le t o freedom of t he freedom o f th e
press . I n t he second plac e , ~~ . Vorster 's personal recor d dOCS not offer
the sl ightest hope that h i s conception of freedom is in any sense enl ight­
ened . I t suggest-s that the uf'r-eedom'' t.o which he subsc ribes \-m ul ct be t o ­
t al ly i nac c ept ab l e in any genui ne Wester n democ r-acy . (His vcros, uttered
s i nce his accessjDll, have t8en even less r eassuri~s .)

I t i s a matter fo r surpr ise, i ndee d a stonishm~n4 that ~~. Vor~ls
assur-anc e a hav e provoked no angry denials. no just indignation . 'ile are,
surely , a c ond'l.t don cd s oc i ety with a minube degree of intellectual and
a nd moral cwar-eue as . t. at. at. emerrt -rh Ich ehoul .d p r ov oke a v i gorous and
chol eric r eaction s eeec t o pr cduce , at .nos t., a SeJS€ of wearine s s and
futility . I n t he ebscnce of' such a r ea ction it is necessary to examine
the Minict el': '3 stat.ement, c z-Lt.Lc al.Ly .

Inroa ds upon Fr e edom

8

The a uthors of Civ~l Li be r ties in So~th Afric~ after a c omprehens ive
.r-ev Lew of Union Leg i slat ion! ccnc Iuded that. dee t .ruc tIon of the f reedan to
express opinions Ls " sub s t .ant.Lal. and perilous II • AffiDIlg the ser-ious inroa ds

.upon t h i s basic ri[ht ac-e the Criminal Laws Amendment. Act of 1953 and tns
Supp ression of Oommu-ri.sm Act.. Th'J Lat.t.eu- ..:~c t doe s not deal. e x c l u s i vel y
with Commun i.st.s oec s ns a , a s i s u e.l .L kn own, a Commun i s t IncLude s any per­
son whom the Gcve-nor' -C on er-a'L deena t .c be a Comnun Lst. . Thes e t wo l aws,
and a host of otilc~s , ~ave ent en away a t tile f r e edom of~ssion . Th~re

can be no I r eedo:n to exp r-ec a op dnc .ons un.leas 'the r-e :.:;; a l so freecbm of rro ­
vement, and t he rifh ' :~ t o aasoc c.at,e • Aga i n 'che L e g Ls La t.ave enc r occhment
upon these r i gh t s ha s been substantial. 1'0 t oke but one i n sta nc 6 from
man)" whdc h c r-owd the mind, in lar ge areas of t he Republ i c, meetdngaof mere
than t en Af r i cans , ;1::.. t hQut a p ermat ., ar -e ill.sgal. The r i ght to protest i s
both dir ectly and tncd r-ect.t.y de et.r-oyed hy t hese Laws - i ncJ.i..re:tly becaie e
they c reate a c limat e i n whi .ch t he i ndi v i dual is afraid to use the remain­
ing l egit i mat e channels of €:~ress io:l.. 1tc Mi n i s t er of ~~ce must know
tho s e l aws ex i s t . In the l i Ch t of thes e 113.'113 , i s h i s stat ement of beliefs
therefore anything o tller t han a pieve of polit ical hyp ocricy? _

{Ccnt.d , vaGe 7)



TH E G E N E R A L E LE e T IO N

In t he Oct vber G8n~ral Elec t i on the Lib er al rar ty will contest a li­
mi ted number ~ f whit~ seats, in spit e of its opposition t o the communal
system of voting on which the eI cc t.Lon wi l l be base d , Its r eas ons f or
cont~sting? Th2 f act t hat the elect ion will gi ve its speakers and can­
vass ers an oppor-t.um .t.y to put across i t s non-r-ac i.c.l i deas t o ,..hit", voter s
Wh0 woul.d not n ormally listen t o its vaews . It will p re s e nt them wft.h
its non-racial pr-ogr amme f r om mul.t i - racial p L C\t.I 'orms at mult i - rac ial
me et dngs , It "fill try to shake t he s t.e r -eotypod p i c t ure of n on -whit e
South · Afric~ns which exis t in white mi nus . It i~l try to prepare white
South Af r i cans f or the changes t hey must one day f ac e . I t will pres ent
its own fully non - r- ac da 'L policies a s the only alt e rnativ e to apa r t he id
wh ich of f ers hope , s ecurity and s t ab i l ity t o &.11 Sout h Af r i c ans .

I f thes e are some :Ji' the r ea s ons f or the Libera l Party 's corrtestang the
elect i on, what can be Dr , vervoer d t e r ea s on fur hcil.ding it at all? .ar t.er­
all , his Government has t wo mor e years t o fO, he hol ds tw:o-thirds of t he
s eats :.n Par -L i .amer rt and he bas done rather ueI1 in r ec ent by -elections .
~"1hy to go to t.he t r ouble and exp ense of holdinf: an elec t ion n,~w?

Ven~oerd ls Re a sons

'r:16r 8 may b e some s ec ondary r eas on s - t o gc t r i ll of S<QJYIij of his
Ol1n l ess syc oph ant ic f ollouers, to climi nate t he ~rotre s s ive ~arty

f r om ~arliament , t o embar ras s f urther an alreally punch-drunkoppos­
ition - but there can only be one main r eason . Dr . V~rwaerd sus­
pects t ha t, if he uoe s not .hang now, in t W0 years ' time n t:::rna l and
exter na l opp os i t icn t o h i s r eg ime will be IDlXh stronger- than t oday.
He r easons that he m~y be 2ble t o 3nt i cipate s omL of h i s dUllcult ­
i e s i f he h~s a f ul l f ive years in which t o ent r ench his positi~n

ev~n more I'Lr-mty than aof'ar , Ther e ar-c many sdgns that this is his ,
an d his paz-t.y' s , reason f or t his election; h er", ar e s ome of thorn :

In announc ing the e'Lec t .Ion , Dr . v erwoerd said : ll . . . it is i n t he
interests of th e Repub .L t .c of S ,.L t hat all c onc er-ne d .•. should kn o w
that 11 s t able C'ind s tr0nr Gover nmen t Hill egai n be in power- f or the next'
f i v e yc ar-a'" . On .august, 11 t h he said "I am not Eoi ng t o al.Low the Un i .t.ed
Pa r-ty t o spr ead doubt f or another year . We c annot 2llow people to o:ntinue
snbota£'ing Sout h A.f r i c ,,;. I s Lnter -eat.s ; " The foal of the Na t.Lona'L i .st, r nrty
would be ~0 develop th ~ pol i cy of s8parat e de vclGpmen t t o ~ pont where
noboJy c ould arg ue that th t~r€ was ~n e Lt.er-nc t.tve ; and agat .n he spoke vf
t he need f or an unbr-oken f ive -year pe r iod of pol.Lt.Lcal, calm with a. &rang
f OVer nm€n t in ~ower .

~\I"lD.t doe s "st-rong gov er -nment." mean in the Nat ional i s t c onc eptarn? In
t he pas t it has meant the elimina t ion fr-om r'az-Li.amerrt of the v o i c e of
thos e who be a r the full wcifht of the po'l fcy of a par t heid . I n dian a nd

9



Af r i ca n Parliamentary r epresent .a tc.on and the Coloured c ammon r oll vote
ha7e gone . I t has also me ant t he a t tem?t t v crush the extra -~~rliament­

a ry express i on of oppo s i t ion t o apartheid of t hose wh o h av e no vot e .
Po~itical orrani zat ions havo been outl awed, individuals banned or b~hed

wi t hout tridl , s~ate s of emergency declar ed and thousands of apar t heiu l s
opp onen ts of oll races det .adned f or 1.crg per-Lode without appea r- Ing in court .

Enormous Power s

The powers under which thes8 st~p s hove been t aken, r es ide in th e Mi ­
nis t er of Justice. They ere enormous and he doe s not h e sit at e t o u s e
them. In March 19 60 F~ . F.C . Erasmus de tained same 20,000 pe ople . La ter
in t he ye nr he ,detained a f ur t her undisclosed number in ~ondoland under
an Eme r gency w~ich st i l l r uns . ' I n May of t hi s yea r a vir tua l s tat e of
emer gency wa s created a t the t ime of t he anaugur-atdon of the nepub.L d,c m:l
the threa t ened stay -at- home st r ike . Three t i mes Nr • .Erasmus us ed t hese
power-s in little over a year .

But now Mr . Er asmus ha s been axed - r eputedly because he '~s Uo

soft . I n h is o'Lace we hav e Hr . B.J . v or-st.er-, wartime inter nee , and
Nazi-sympathis ~ r, Wh0 28 str~n£e views on human rif,hts ond the r ul e
of law are discussed. e.Lscvhcr-e • In t he enl y publ i c statement made
s inc e hi s appodnt .merrt Mr. Vorster wa rned that he .Ln t. en d ed t o ac t
ti~~~ ~nd t o seek ~~~~ if he needed th~m . Wel l , well .

That t he Natdonal.Lat.c a re i ndeed in t he agrre s s i ve mc o d which flows
f r om gr-ov t ng dnsecur-Lty i~ cLear- f' r -om st atement s made a t thei r r ecent
Congress~s . 1be . Min is t or of Lei ence was part i cular l y bellicos e . He an­
nounc ed st.eps 'to t .r-adn 1 5,OOa oh 'rte youths a year- and to equi .p them with
"many thousa nds" of au t omet.Lc weapons • He spoke son timenta lly of the
(l,h i t e ) 1:~Or:'.(.. ~'1 woi-l-0.:lg i n the f i e l ds whi .Le t he (white) men defe nded t he
fr ont i e r s , and aasur'ed his pa r t y member -s "t hat we sh all ensure that i t
wil l not just b e any bab ean who will' ventur e acros s our f r ontier ll •

Full-Sca~ e Cmnp~i~~

. upar-t fl-or", t he doub t -ful. diplomat i c value of t his bst statement, no up­
panent of jat~0nnli5~ ~olicy can r er ar G these vi ews as anyth i nt but pro­
f oundly disturbing . Th irteen y ",-:::.r s of Nat iona l i s t rule have s h own h ow
hol l ow are its pz-ot.eat.atdonr of demo cr at i c principl es . The rext five y ears
intiy see 0. f ul:- dcol '3 Government cumpa'lgn, not so much t o put cpa r t he 1d
into pr-act.Ice as t o put ,'111 t .hoee who oppos e i t out of bus iness . I f t h e
United Par ty.• wh-ich is mcvtng s teadily cl os e r t o the Na t i onalists , a n d
is c ommitt ed t o t.he ma'int.en ..ance of vht.t. e supremacy , is now t o be accus ed
-o f II sabot .age II , nov much more so Liberals and ot he r s who r ea l l y oppos e
sper-tncc.d and who bel leve in a c ommon non-racial soc i et y?

The elec~ ion result i s nO"L i n doubt . It i s what comes aft8r t hat the
world must watch .

@.e spo ns i ble r or all c omment. : P . Br own, 268 Longmarket St . , ? mar i t zb .)
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