
T H S N EW F l'\ C £ OF h. P t,R T HE I L

I n any speech of Dr . Ven!oerd, one c an usu.illy f'dnd appar en t-Ly con­
t.radtct .ory etct.cmenta ab out apar the i d . Hi s r-ec ent. address t o t he Not ion­
alist Party Ca~grcss was no ~xcept ion . On t he one hend, he presented his
par ty as the uh i t e f r ont ul::.ins ·;;' : f r :'c o.n a cvanc ement , On tie ot he r- hand,
he claimed that ~parthe id wou ld cV Jn~put an ~nd t o dis criminat ion .

These contradictions in wor-ds a r -e r-e t ched b"J actions which s eem en the
f ac e of t hem t o pvint in d'l f'f'e r-ent, d t r-cct.Lcns • On the one hand, t here i s
t he Bantu I n Ur ban Area s Bf Ll , 'o,r.i ch '\ori ll cons olidate and aggr -avat -e all
t he r- eat .ruct Lo na and d~. scrimin'1tions t o which a fr-i.cans in the citie s have
been subj uct over t hcl years . O~ th~ ot he r hand, t he r e i s n lib~ ro.l iz ing

measur e such as the new Li quor Ac t and ther e i s II con t i nual trickl e of
meas ures which could b e de s cr i be d as "pos Lt Iv e apar -the Ld" , There e r-e to
be "Ba nt u Ur ban Counc f Ls" which , t hough f nr f'r-om independent, will have
mor e powe r-s than che cl d l ocation Advi sor y Bcar-ds , !:roney i s being spent.
on t.r -Iba.I unive r sitie s a nd wekl, padd j obs en their st.:Jr::> are being uf f er ­
ed t o ,\f r i cnns . 'l'he sane cpp.Ltes t o th<:- p r-c j e.ct e d "Bantu SE1Vi.ce" of t he
5 ..~ . E. .C. Hous Ing dcvekop.nen t; c ont dnuea a nd t he new s c hemes a r-c of t en en
improvement O~ the ol e .

Oppcnent .s o f t he Gcv ernnerrt are fn cHne d, if they ar -e c onse rva t dve a ,
t o use nl.I th i s cc ev adenc e t hat t he Govu r nnerrt c ces not r "al l y know i t s
0l0T1 mnd and i s not as " f irm with the na tives '! as it c Ladras to ba , If they
a r e Lf ber -a 'Ls , they dismi s s "posLt dve a pa r thcLd' a s mer-e window- dres s ing
and propaganda m:ter~~l .

No Contradict i on

Bot h expl a na t i ons or", f acile . There i s no con t r ud'lct.Lon bet ween
"negrrt ivc'' and "pos Ltdve" apar-the ad a nd t he Gover-nment i s not spend­
ing i ts time and money merely t o cr~at8 prop~ganda ~~ts . The uov­
er-nment ha s a v(;Ory t.hc r-oughl.y wor-ke d- ou t, p Lan f or c r -ent i n e a new
~ conomy Qnd ~ n~w s oc ie t y f 0r t he Af r i can popul~t ion . 1h i s new 5 0 ­
ci~ty , ns t or.i sh ing t h0ugh i t ~~y s~em, wil l more cl osely r e s emble a
c omncnis t s oc i ety t han nny ot he r eXist i ng prece de nt .

The sting f.n the teil of .:l1.1 "pos xt.tve ap ar-t n cLuv me us ur -o s i SJ of
c ourSG, ab s ol ut e Governn~nt central . Unde r the Bantu dut hori t i e s and
Bant u Ur ban Counc Ll s achenc a , an Afric~.n ca n have a po s I t i on o f s ome
power and influ€~ce - on condition that he r~nuers ab~e obe~e t o
the Govcr -nncrrt . In the t r i bal coj .Icge s o r "Bantu Radde" , he c an hav e a
w€ll-p~id end tnt.cr-e s t .ing j ob - en cond i t i on t hat, he r .... n ders ab so'Lute
obedfe nce t o 'the Gover-nnc nt , New opportunit i e s f or t.r-c d e , skill ed and
proress t onar work er -e be m g opened up - under- Governmen t co n trol . 'rhe
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pea sant.s of t he Res er -ve s are offer ed soil · reclamat i on a nd b ett erment
schemes - under Gov e r nment control .

a t. t h e same t ime . oppor-tund t de s f'or- _;',.f r i can adva ncement outside t he
state-controlled ec?nomy ar e b ei~g s t 0adily whi ttled down. I ndepe ndent
Af r i can traders and pr-of'eseaonc 'L men have alz-eacy been squeezed out of t he
c i ty c en tres . 'l'ae ba r riers t o Af l 'i c an emp.Lcy ment. as ekidLed artisans in
pri vat € en te r pr ises h~ve been r~ - inforc ed . f rivat e schoo l s f or Af r i cans
have been vi r t ually abolished . Fr eehold t enur e of land by .Jur icM S exists
only in a f ew Lso.L nted a r-eaa , In t h o; ao - c al .L cd "Bantu Homej .an us " , land
t enure i s f or all pr actical pur pos es at the di scre t ion of the Govcrrmert. ,
I f white priva t e ent e r pr i s es shoul d conce ivo the idea of~cllg Africans
t o s enior c l erical or a dmi ni s t r a tive po sts , it ...ill find t hat t he Govern­
ment has pow er- under t he Gro up Area s .t c t. to raske that practicc.lly tmpos ­
sible , and t hat p ower- "rill cer-tadnl.y be us ed .

~tate-Controlled Soc ie t y

As the proces s continues , t he iI.f r i cans , cnd mcr -e e spec i all y their l ead­
er s and t he i r Irrtel.L 'igcn us La , will be f aced ,..ith che f o'LLowtng chodce t to
en j oy a measur-e of prosperity and oppo rtuni t y in the n8U st.at.e- cont.r ok.Isd
societ y , or t o face a futur~ outside i t ~hich of f er s hor~ed pove r ty at
best and impris onment , exile or death as the con sequence of any at tempt
t o change the s f .tna tdon

Tha t i s t he plan . I ts prospec ts of working should notbe ~stimat­

ed , II state wh Ich on t he one hano has al.I t he ec onomi c, pali ti.c uJ. crd s oc ­
i al advancement in i ts gi f t ; nnd on the other hQnd will s top at not hing
to crush opp osition, j.s c m~ch inG of t er r ible power . Such ~~chin~s are
oper -atdng smoothly over- a quarter of the wor-Ld t s a ur f ac e and, wat.h one
except i on, show no s dgn of br-e.ckfng oovn ,

CQntact with Free 60c i <: t y

The one except.Lon i s Impor-tarrt , i!:a s t Ger-many has pr -oved thut t otal­
itarianism cannot exi s t without a~ iron c urta in - cam10t 8xis t i n da i l y
cont.sc t wi .th a fre e coc fot.y, N:J\<T t he Nctdme.Hs t r'ar t y pu r p or-t -s to l"q:e tint
i t s new Af r ican scc j .c t .y will rod.s t s i de by s i de in one t erritory ,... ith c
white soc i ety based on Pa:,liamc ntary democracy nnd f ree Gn t crprise . That
certa inly ccnnot be, l~ S Long as a fr' ee soc tet .y ex i s t s :in Sout h .\f 1"i c .:.., it
will be t he v est. Ber -L an 0:'" Bantustan . no r-c laws and dec r ees w:i1l not suff­
ice t o prEvent that . The Nat i ona l i s t Part y has already made up its mind
tha t its s olution t o s uch a diffi cul t y wi.Ll, be no di.I'fe r-en't from Herr UJ..
bricht ' s . I f deMOcracy f or white Sou t h Africa caUli ets liith dictatorship
for bl ack South i,fr ic :::. , i t is democracy which must gdve Hay . 'rhd.s was t h e
message wh i c h ~rr . Jo~n Vor ~tcr conveyed in his first speech a s Mi n i s t er .

nparthe i d, t hen, i s no l onge r old- s t yle tyran~y which ~s merely on
bullets and bayonet.s , It if; becoming a nev-at.yke t yr-anny i n whic h all
the f orces of the e c onomy ar e used t o b end tbe people to the will.of
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the state . Th i s i s Yer-woer -d t s di s ­
tincti ve con t ribut i on t o Af r ikaner
Nat i onal ism . FeN of h i s f o l l owers
under-et.nnd ,..hat he i s d oang , It i s
hfgh time t.hat. his opp on en t .s should .

UNO i n Af r i cn

These a re vital q ues t i on s whl ch
t he UNO should b e ~dt inf r-ea dy t o
answer . For i t is t r ue that , however
r dffiote ~ng cla and Sout h w~ st hfric ~

may b e from t he p ower- cen t r es of t h e
wor-Ld, dn the ma ud of modern Af r i ca
they can pr-esen t. a t h r eat t o ,..or'Ld
pbac c, a s much a s t h 8 Cunf o did .

Li ke the people of Angcln 1110 Sout h
~est Af r i c a , we l 00k fO~'ard t o t he
day when uno wi l l have the paW6T t o
fn t .c rvene ef f ec t i ve l y to ens ur e t hat
t he jus t a s p dr-at. Lons of c s ub j e ct
pe opl e can bG ac hi ev ed - but by ne ­
got i at i on , not v i o1 8nce .

!~~~ ~~~!.'~~~J~~£~~~
It i s net s imply in t .he 1 i [Iht of

law 'tha t we mus t c ons i der Mr . v or s ­
t er ! s at.at.ement. , Si nc e he sp oke ther-e
hav e b een many instar.c ~ s of t he new
tradit i onal intimi dation of the op ­
po nent s o f t he G ov e r -n me nt. by the
Sp ec ial Brtmch • The methods of t .hc
Spec t c .L Br-anch a rc ">rid: k n own a nd
t nc Lude a ttendanc e at 'l m..f ul. meetings
of Law-eb t ddng c i .t.Lzcne wher-e not e s
of' vsp cech e s arc t .aken , P I.O rSOtl3 a t -.
t.cndtng meetings heve tbeir CDI' nan­
b er-e t aken and a re or t.en va.s f t .ed a nd
f nt.e r -roge t c-; by the Spcc i.a.L Br-anch"

Sinc e 'tbe s e aC "lfiv it i ~.;':. arc i-arvl .y
f oLl.owed by ;_:r us uc ut L '11S, H i...: can a s ­
aurae t .hat. t h e jro:es t i t o.t i ";!l 1';1' c r-Lrac
i s a r-emot. e pur .x. ae , i f i t i s a pur­
l-'0se at 0111 .

1hz r ea l ~urpos e i s , of cours~ ,

t o i nt imi oa t e t .he opponents of t he
Ocver nmerrt . As Brcoke.s end hcOau­
l ey r -emark in Lhe i.r- book, "an a ur a
of sinis t er p lo t t i n g and crime
a ga i n s t tho secur ity vf t he stat e
i s made by t.h e se a t t ent i ons t v
h ong OV2r their dt .sc us e tcns , «

Puni shment f or Bel ief s

~tr . Vor s t (; r cl ~arly does not in­
t end to aba t e t h e ac t i v i t i e s 01' t he
Spe c i a l Br anch . He will al s o, p r e­
s umab'Iy, j ustify al l ot h er ac t done
of his GaverrJn~nt , s uch a s the d0­
t.ent don of Lf b er a.Ls d 1.1, r i n c the
Emer gency , ,eho, a s we ,'111 kncs; wer-e
b eing p urri.shcd f or their bel ief s ,
and the bann inr of the llNC and PAC
al t hough 'th e l ow und e r wh i ch t .hey
Here banned s t r ikes at t he hear-t of
f r e edom t o 0xpr es s ~ini0ns . r ar a l ­
l eI notions J.r~ hel d i n el l to tcl ­
Lt .cr-Lan j urisdicti ons . Indeed i t i s
b~c0minb diff i c ul t t o d i s t i nGui sh
Nat LontrL i s t and Commuria t p01okI' tech­
ni qu8s .

'rhe statemen t t.h a t f'rcecom of ex ­
ps-ea s aon mu s t be exercised :in c ccoz -d­
ancc ,d t h the Leta i s i llumi nntinp .
n e W8 have s een , t-her-e is no r-e a L
f' r-cedom of exp r -e s s I on under- t he ];x.".
In Nat. Lona'Las t t h i nking "Law" a n d
"r-aght." er-e synonymoua , People will
not bo a'lLowed t o pr ot e s t in plac es
Lnhab Lt ed by ot her r ucee and " f r-e e­
dam cr expr ess i on must nat be rous ed '•
}J. s we know, "abus e" to Nati on al i s t s
do~s not menn c ontr a ry t o c onvBnt­
i onal r s s traints cn f reedom, whi ch
t hey find hopule s sIy tnadeqaa t.e , but
cont.r'er'y t o Nat ional i s t not.acne .

Hr . vor-st. cr , in shor t , b eL aev e s
i n t h e right t o prot e s t , prov i ded
t ha t content, p.Lacc and pe-scn ere
appr oved tv t he Nationalis t Par -ty ,
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