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The World Conference for Action against Apartheid organized by
the United Nations, in co-orperation with the Organization of African
“nity and the Federal Government of Nigeria, met in Lagos, Nigeria,
from 22 to 26 August 1977, with. the participation of representatives
of (---) governments, (---) inter-governmental organizations, (--=)
non=governmental organizaticns,. as well as a number of other prominent

individuals,

l. The Conference heard keynote speeches from the Head of State
of Nigeria, the President of Zambia and the Prime Minister of Norway,

as well as other prominent persocnalities.

2« After a full discussion of the items on its agenda, the Conference
zdopted the following Declaration.

3s The Conference reiterates the universal abhorrence of apartheid
znd racism in all its forms and manifestations and the determination

of the international community tc secure its speedy elimination.

4., The Conference reaffirms: support and -sclidarity for the oppressed
peoples of. Southern. Africa and their national liberation movements,
and the commitment of governments and peoples. of the world to take
actions to contribute towards the eradication.of. apartheid.

. Apartheid, the policy of institutionalized racist domination

and exploitation, imposed by a minority regime in South Africa, is

a flagrant vicolation of the Charter of the United Nations and the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. It rests on the gispossession,
plunder, exploitation and social deprivation of the African people
since .1652 by colonial settlers and their descendents. It is

a crime against the conscience and dignity of mankind. 1t. has



~esulted in immense suffering and involved the forcible moving
»f millions of Africans under special laws restricting their
freedom of movement; and the denial of elementary human rights
to the great majority of the population, as well as the
violation of the inalienable right tc self-determination of

111 of the people of South Africa. This inhuman policy has been
enforced by ruthless measures of repression and has led to
2scalating tension and conflict.

5« The apartheid regime in South Africa is the bastion of

racism and colonialism in southern Africa and is one of the main
opponents of the efforts of the United Nations and the international
community to promote self-determinastion and independence in the |

Sread.

7. It has continued illegally to occupy the Territory of Namibia,
for which the United Nations has a special responsibility and
2xtended apartheid to that international Territory.

2. It has sustained and supported the illegal racist minority

regime in Southern Rhodesia, and has constantly resorted to threats
2gainst neighbouring independent African States and vielations of their
sovereignty. 3Since the end of colonial rule in Angola and Mozambique
it has engaged in a series ~f acts of aggression hgainst neighbouring
>tates and has connived at acts of agAgression by the illegal regime

in Southern Rhodesia. 1Its massive invasion of Angola and constant
vicolations of the territorial integrity of Zambia have been condemned
=~y the United Nations Security Council. It continues to vioclate |

the territorial irtegrity of neighbouring indecendent African States.

7. The policies and actions of the South African regime have already
created an explosive situation in the whole of southern Africa and
events have moved into a phase of an acute crisis. The apartheid regime
n2s intensifisd its military activities along the borders of




3.

independent African States and is constructing and Expandiﬂg.newl
military bases, It is reinforcing its enormcus military arsenal
and the production of nuclear weapons is within its reach. The
possession of this arsenal and the acquisition of nucleaf weapons
by this racist and aggressive regime constitutes a menace to all
independent African States and the whole world.,

I11l.

10. The world Conference recalls with admiration the wvaliant
efforts of the South African people for many decades for an end

to racial discrimination and for the establishment of a non-racial
socliety. By their courageous struggle at heavy sacrifice, the
South African people, under the lcadersnip of their naticnal

liberation movement, have made a significant contribution to

the purposes cf the United Nations.

1l1. The United Nations has sclemnly reccocgnized the legitimacy

of the struggle of the Socuth African pecople for freedom and human
equality, and for enabling all the pecple of the country irrespective
of race, colour or creed, to participate as equals in the
determination of the destiny of the nation. It has proclaimed that
the United Nations and the international community have a special
responsibility towards the ﬁppreaseJ people of South Africa and

their national liberation movement, and towards those impriscned,
restricted or exiled for their struogle against apartheid.

12. The World Conference pledges its full suppcrt to the legitimate
aspirations of the Scuth African peorle and urges governments,
organizations and individuals to provide all appropriate assistance
to the oppressed people of South Africa and their naticnal liberation

movement in their just struggle for freedom and human equality.
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