uri tha past year, he Ccnstitutional Committee cf the ANC
5!: ?Eﬁalvng in chnnliderablt amount cf work at a ha;tl: Face,
The top urgent priority which was identified in this pnrlad;
wae that the ANC should take the initiative con a numbar o¢f
issues relating to constitution-making in our country.

Hance the Constitutional Committeés corganised 2 nunker of
naticral cenferences as follcwe|

i) Or Electoral Systams at stellenkcasch;

ii) ¢€n Gender at 2allville;
iii) On Constituticnal Court at Magalieskburg; and

iv) ©n Bill of Rights at Durkan.

,Tﬁ-:- ware all major national cenferences with international
participation. They were, hocwever, S$o Aarranged that all
regions were represented including the Western Cape.

Tha rext of these major conferences ta2kes place at Port
Eiizabeth in Qctober 1991,

The basic idea was that it was imperative that tha ANC =ets the
race at a naticnal level to ensure that the initiative in all
constituticnal matters remained in thae hands of the ANC. Hernce
top pricrity was givaen over the past year to naticnal avents,
It can ke said that the ANC achieved its cbjaective in this

regard.

n additicn, the Censtitutional Committee puklished a number
of docunents including the feollewing:
1 Wna+t 13 a Constitution?

=

2. Siscussicr Document on Frinciples and Structurss for a rew
wenstitutisn: and

2, CraZt Bill ¢f Rights,

Cemrades Esea -iiccsa, Bulalani fgouka and I serve on this
Committes,

“nis Teanz that cn a constituticnal lsvel, tharefore, we were
all Kept totalily cocuplied at a rationzl level. But during the
ceourse of the year we attended kranch meetings and meetings of
cther regicrns as well to address cCcoprades on varisus
corstitutional issues.



We are 212 avare of the factc that woerk at national level is not
encugh &nd that the decates and discussions around
constituticnal issues must take place in regions angd 1in
branches, Now that the Censtituticnal Cormittee has almost
completed its focus at a2 national level, it has been agreed
that ragicnal workshops shculd be arranged. The ldea is that
workshops are to be held in every ANC regclion frem the end cf
Oztcher onwards, The exact dates for our own regional
cenference crn constitutional issues 15 not yet Known. Howaver,
it ig expected to ke arcund -November sometime., It L& hoped to
bring all the national debates and discussicons to a regional
level and teo ensure that naticnal participants participate in
these discussions tcogether with reprasentatives frcn avery
mranch, Frataernal 2rganisations and cur allliance partners
wouid ke part ¢f such discuss.cne. .

In additicon to the one major regisnal cenference wnich will
*ake place in cur régicn, we shall also then ke 1n & pesition
To take the debates =2 kranchee in an crganised fashicn.

The c2st of the regicnal cenference will ke korne, we are told,
Ly the Censtituticnal Cemmittee which shall ke responsible for
raiging the funds, Hewevever, funding will have t¢o be found
toc enable us to 42 meaningful and systematic work in all the
branches 1n relatign to the Ceonstituticnal issues,

It ie hecped that a budget will ke available for this purpose
and I envisage that cconencing 1n December 1921 we shall be
able to have a full scale preogramme for cur branchas as well.
In addition to discussions taking place in each bkranch, I
propose that three suberegicnal conferences be held or possibly
four eg 1in Western Cape (say at UWC), in Scuthern Capa, North
West Cape and possibly in the Karoo. This will be subject to
funding baing available.

In the meganwhile, of course, wWe have besen fortupnate in that the
political educaticn departrment has conducted sore worksheps in
connaction with issues whizh alse fall under the jurisdicticn
2f the Conztitutiznal Committes. -

Fending the cenferences and meetings on cornstituticnal issues,
branchaes are reguested to use the literature gproduced by our
movenment fcr ciscussicr within branches themselves. Branches
are alsc raeguestef <t subrmit their own propcosals and
suggestions.

1 alsg gropsse that weé now .rrelement the ldea cf ferming -a
regicral departrment whizh shall ke responsible for this work -
passib.y £o ke made up 2f cne FArsSOn Fer ZOnge Or Cre rerscn per
brarsn SuT cther suggestisns would 2 welccme.

DULLAH OMAR
EEFTEMEER 1951
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