REPORT OF MERTING WITH HM,

HM was in Zambia on the 11th/12th April, 1987 and he

gave a Report to the NEC on the following lines;

Internal Political Situation,

The political situation has changed significantly over
the last ten years in South Africa. The ANC has been popular
with Ehe poople over the years, but it has never had

the image that it has now more than twenty years after
its banning. Both inside and outside, it is becoming
increasing&cnmmnn for people who want to do something

in the country to ask what the"people in Lusaka" are
going to say. In such a situation, this charisma tends
to rub off even on people who are knpwn to have had
previouns association with the Organisation and the
Movement in general and they are oftem cunsuiteﬂ for
guidance. It is a tribute to the work that has been done
by the external mission of the organisation over the-
years,

The Townships have been under occupation by the Security
Forces of the racist state ever since 12th June 1986,

The occupation has been characterised by violence

and brutality.The Police who were first in occupation
were brutal and indisciplined, but the army has proved
even more brutal and indisciplined.They roam the streets
in platoons particularly at night time beating up people.
They often go into houses, turning them upside down, and
these things do not get reported and people do not know
about them,

An uneasy calm has settled over the Townships streets
Suddenly they have become deserted of voung people
There are prohably concerntration camps into which
young people have disapeared since South African
prisons have always been overpopulated and they could
rot therefore have heen detained. Young people in the
age range 15 ko 22 years are fair game for the regime,
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As tar as overt polilbical activity is concerned +the government
appears to have ellectively contained it.There has been wide scale
arrests and detentions of the Youth leadership.lortube and
illtrealment ol detainees is widespread. When they were rounded
up initially, it was leared that they would be detained and

beaten up on accounl of of the rent strikes, but 1t appears

that tue main concern ol the authorities is centred on tue

street commitlees.

The Street Committees were originally conceived as a mechanism
for people's defence and protection because the police were
entering homes and killing off people.And also, people were

ol ien summarily evicled irom Lheir homes, The government has
built "warchouses" Lo which the house furnitures of people who
had been evicled is LgFEH, and non payment ol rent results

in the auctioning oli the prperty to pay olf rent arreass

and to delray cosis ol storage.

Folitical Urpganisations of the people have been beheaded, Civie
leaders are in deteonlion and behind bars, political activity

at a suslainavle ievel Las been stopped except at Street Committee
level, bxeculive ollicials of the Street Comnittees. meet at

block level. The ULY wanted to extend the organisation to
establish Area Commi:itees, but this idea was opposed and instead
people opled Lor uwranch organisation. here are strong GStreet

and Branch Comuiltees in Lhe Bastern Vape, Grahamstown, Bast London
Fort Elizabetn lite.

The lokataa Yrganisation remaips a svrious thorn in the flesh.
iis members bave raided meetings of the NECC resuiting in
violence, and it is couwmon lor lnsatha gangs to be °

bussed lrom one area Lo the other to spread violence.

in the UCape cown area, loue regime is building up and arming

groups ol " Wit doeke". They were responsible for razing Crossroads Lo
lhe ground v & parlicularly savage manner, W'he AZAPO and BC
Urganisations are oo ¢he decline and the ANU ( referred to as

hokgatlo) enjoys widespread popularity and commands great loyally.

"havasas" are criminal elements used by the police against the

1’{_!“[..'_(-: oo womn i U siapders in Lhe 4I'.rl:Il'I-'h‘I:I-'El'l,fl:'iil'-l:l..
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Black Yourimiiisis oo Lk whole take an anti popular line
and are a puisunce, and something needs to be done to counteract
their atlitudes wihich are most probably a reflection of PAC and BC

influences.

The UDKF hoas legdership problems, lts meetings are difficult &0
organise, As an organisation which has brought under its umbrella
pumerous orfypnisalions, it sulfers particularly ifrom problems

ol ¢co ordination,

A sullen peace prevails over the Townships which makes the
governmenlk boast that it has contained the situation, but it
remaing an uncasy peace because everyone is aware that none of
the underlying problems have been solved,

""he @rade Unions are 1Llexing tehir muscles and the government
is walcehing the situation wilh unease since Lhey observe signs
that tue biruple is now moving out of the classrooms into the
Lield ol labour,

'he ent Boycolt slarted in 1988 as a protest against the steep
rise i renk which local authorities were demanding. In Orlando
Yownship, Lo inslance, fents rose from R17 to H50. Feople were
called upon by Civie Urganisations not to pay the increase; there
was .assive supporb and the camPaign spread; and the hands ol
the Civic leaders were forced to call for a total boycott of
reﬂtﬂ. 1t reached a stape where the authorities were lqﬁsing

in the vieivity oi K9 willion a month in income and the strike

reachied a peak in the Vaal Yriangle. It embraces over 50 Yownships.

'he voycolt lias raised problems and the gquestion is already
veing ashed now lomgs can be it sustained and how cabh it be ended

in such a way thal il is seem as a victory for bthe Feople?.

ne rent wvoycolLl has bad the effect of boosting the purchasing power

ol wost people and Lhe retailerﬁh&ve never had it so good. he touln
are wvasking in the euphoria and they appear to have convidnced themselves
tual they will pot pay.Certainly the arrears which have accumulated

give a stimalus Lo Lnis feeling that they have embarked on a

codal oL D LeLLEIm .
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bui Lhere arve spliis on the issue, The majority ol the people
Uo Not want to pay bhe rents, Some would pay rates and electricity

and water clmrpoey.

Tue Civie as.ocviations nave made proposals demanding the
abandomnenb vl tue rent principle in housing and demanding Lhat
thie people should ve piven  the housges since the renls Lhey have
pald over Loe years amount to having paid the value of the houseu

wany btimes over. voey also-demand a lowering of the rates.

iduca cion.

Hi is of Libe view thal the harm done by Verwoed “aptu Bducation

ig incalculauvlec. Lu has sent learning among Alricans plummeling

1o scandalovus levels.

Leachers are by and rrye negative in their attitudes and are

demolivatled and de.oraiised.

Urisis Commiliees nave lormed Parents organisations and Lhey were
insilrumenial in scoding children back to school all over tue
vounbry. Yow lonyg there will continue to be organised schooling
is anybody's guess vocause students and everybody is aware

vhiat the luondamenial issues have not been resolved,

The movesent Lor a " Feoples! Education" has been clamped down
by Lle povernmeni wnich regards it as enemy Yumber one., -

and ils lorewosl expouen.s have been detained,

Ln Lhe short veim, il would appear that a way out should be soughl in
cuvouragiig, von racial approaches snd initialbives iq&dunahiﬁn.

Hany sehuols in wrvan areas have in lact opened their doors

Lo slrican sluatais Lor example the fedhill uigh Hﬁhnnl-—

a wilte privale uchool.

this can we secn as pari of Lhe gepneral upward mobilily ol blacks
willeh was resuited  in bue massive breaches ol the Group Areas aAct
Inis wobitiiy is ovi wichouy its problems and its has broughl

o Lot surloee gquesiions such as " should *  a Black child go

Lo & willbe sououwl:" ohiicn are causing conllict in the.

wlack communilive ; iviing Lhe impression Lhut Lhe "Ghetto menbality"
sbill persists,
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The: fact of the matter is that many hitherto White edmecalional
instittutions are facing a crieis, *his is in part illustrated by the
lact tiat Lhe big = Johannesburg College of Education

for instance can only boast 3% occupancy. |

HM recalled a statement attributed to the late Joe Wgabi in

1976 that " it is not tue policy of the aANC that children should stay
out ol school", The [5th Anniversary statement is read as following

this general line and it has helped in the peesent situation but it does

need reinforcement.

The questions which have arisen in the present education crisis
have an important bearing on the future, At a meeting that was
held at the Funda Centre in Diepkloof on 9th November 1986

by Cosco and the Civics the advice that students should go

vack to school was grected with the retort" Shaka couldnot

read or write", li gives evidence of what appears to be a growing
feeling that kducation is not essential,

HM explained his associations with projects that are putting money
in Education in Soulh alrica such as the South Africa Bducation
Programme in the USA, Lhe BOC chaired by Bishop Tutu, The aim

is to utilise the large amounts of monies from the USA to take
bright students to the USA, The South Alrican Advanced bducation

Projecl based i n London also serves the same purpose,

Lhere is a move in Lhese bodies to use the funds for internal truining
rather than sending students abroad as this is seen to be

more cost elicective,

Econoiny
HM suggests that tnere is regret in Bouth Airica over what is
regarded as Lhe - failure eof post independent Africa to

appreciate the importance of the economic factor,

He recalled tual over »0years ago, he experienced the humility of the
Alrican having to beg cap in hand and contends that the position

still remains basically unchanged today. ln as far as money power is

conderned, Alricans were nowhere,
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What was the position of the Organisation, he asked in regard
to economic power? He understood that the ANC stood in favour
of a business sector. in post apartheid structures. But in the
same way as there had developed a negative feeling about
those who had achieved professionally, there was a negative
attitude towards those who had achieved economically. The
alienation of professionally educated people was incorrect
and in his view there was need to encourage an African
bourgeoisie.

He conceded that a husiness sector would have to be sensitive

to peoples' needs, and he quoted with approval what he understood
to he the Algerian experience which recognised the importance

of the diplomatic option in the struggle, while not rejecting
violence, |

Intellectuals at the University of Wits appeared to preach
and favour " workerism ", and the young blacks appear to be
caught up in the dilemna when " they believed that making
money was evil ",

HM discussed the disinvestment campaign and the pulling out
of large corporations from South Africa.He thought that this
was a cleverly manipulated sham, Even Kodak which had been
widely acclaimed was doing exactly what the others Coca Cola,
General Motors, IDBM etc had done. It was a sure bet that
many other corporations would want to follow thestrategem and
‘many leading Blacks, including Tutu and Boesak had been enmeshed.
He was involved in ventures such as the" GET UP FOUNDATION "
and the " GET AHEAD FOUNDATION " and the " KHOTSO TRUST ",
The latter's main aim and purpose was to put money into
‘black business.

Questions which had arisen and needed a response were;
Should hlacks huy equity in big business?

Should blacks huy equity of corporation pulling out?

How should they respond in principle to the pulling out?
What is the strategv in repard to sanctions?
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Cul ture:

Jahu Ngwenya who was involved in the SA Music Allince
and was a hig name in the cultural boycott movement
'had been dismayed by the reaction #7to the " Amampondo:
- Tour"™ and claims the "Amampondo" are a UDF affiliate.
He post the following questions;

1. Why 'did the MOvement torpedo the tour?

2, Who can go on tour? And who can not?

3.What conditions are acceptable?

4, What is the attitude to Paul Simon?

5.ltay Phiri and the attack on Graceland?

A certain Victor Ntoni claiming to have been associated
with Amandla is currently working for SABC claéming
to have bheen frustrated,

The Liberal Universities; including the Senates of Wits
and UCT were in a tight corner hecause the black students
are asserting themselves more and more and they are under
pressure to live up to the precepts

of university education. The cultural and academic
boycott. How far does it go?.

Are all academics hanned from attending overseas
meetings etc?

Are there any identified as " untouchable "? What
exceptions can he made?

Academics like P. Tohias are genuinely terrified

0of the effects and implications of an academic boycott
and wouId appeal for a selective boycott.

Henrv.. G. Makgothi

12.04,.87.
Lusaka.
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