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There is no set p;:.ttern in the tlrrests Which lead to prosecuticn
in the Lnnga Corr.missioners' Court. There is, however. a sad
repetitive parade of dafencel!!ss bl'!'cr, people: '.'en, women and
children. Sometimes,the for-ala prisoners cry, the men ,nay shal,e,
",ai<ing a brave atte,~pt to control their fear and ang~r. The
children seem bewildered and frightened. ~hat docs a sixteen­
year_qld think when he CQ<I;es facf! to f"ce with justice I SCluth
African style?

Seing a court oboerver i" not 0 pleasnnt task, but it is ~erfor~~d

by " "",all group of derlicatad l:IOr.1en to who;n I ..,ould -like to pay
tribute. They are composed of Women's ~over.1ent and Black 5"sh
me,...bers ,-,ho go to tM;, r.ommissio;,.!rs' Court, week after week.
yeer eftar year.

The 1963 statistics for Langa Cornmissinners' COUDt ",ill be
released soon. ~hese nre the nu~ber of pass offenders ..,ho appeared
at Langa during this time and the amount in fines i~posed. or days
imprison".ent. These ..ill not be cold, iifeless figures; for those
involved and fur those who cere, they represent much anguish and
bitter.ness. This anecdoto told 'ile by on elderly womon outsido
the court sum~ it up: Dna night when r came to 5"y ff".y prayers,
1 saiu "Lore, forgiva <ne for ;!skinl;l you this, but I CO',e to you
",ith bitterness l.n lOy heart. Didn't you perhap5 ,·'oke 11 :nistakc
",hen you ,"Ild~ us bl~ck?;;

,:iss rt•• N. weot
noon lest year.
f1er crime? She

to Wyn IErg te do 50["'" shupping One Wednesday r.fter­
Inst~od sha sgent thanight in a police c~11.

fergot her pas5 at hD~c.

r·rs S. ~., a young ""amon, "'''5 ch,uged under 5acbion lG~4) of th"
Slack (lJr~an ~ra3S) Consolidntian Act (t!e. <'5 af H!45) which m;l:'cs
it en affance to b" in the pr~scribod "roo for longer than 7<'
hours without permission. Sh~ stot"d in nlitigation that her
/lsth.natic hU5b"nu \:Jas unumpioyad. "\~c ora very PQor." "he ""id,
"wo struggl" to gat fOOd."

;1' :.• D. "pp~"rad on 1l'{!.} Onto 15(1) charges. Tho latter ch.,rg"
is section 15(1) of the :'Jl"ck (Abolition of 1'""S05 "no CooIuin''lti5n
of Docu,ncnt5~ Act of lDS2. which ",,,kas it ::In effanee not to be
in poss055io,' ef ., pes", ar to f"il to produce on" 00 r1o., ..,od.
1-'" daf,m,j"d l'.iOf.5Clf with great courago end "pirit. HI!! :'a~ becn
rce."nuad in cu(,tedy fOIl' twn ",c~ks for iu"ntifie"tion rnd demanr!o.,d
to kn"w why he h~d b""n i~~risDn"d for thi~ length of ti~c.
t-:(' stcti;(1 thct ha hod :;'Iovad to flout r,,,y in 197:3, .·}orr<ing :.~ ;I

f:5h");'.11n. Ii" w.,s na\:J ., goruen,;:r b"c:,u"" of ill hc,:,ith. When
hOI c~"i"",d that h(1 ..us ",s:;nultuo in X pellce ""US, r:,,,.,,n.1.ssionor
Fourie tol~ him to confine hirr.self ta tho 10(4) el'"rg". He cculd
i"y n "harge a9"inst thu polico onC" hu h{'d ,,"ld his fin" or on
r ..len~e from ~rison.



(. r '1. O. "'l!intr:inIHJ throu~huut thet ho ...os nut guilty o( :l.ny
cri"'\! - :;~ hDve oClIn in ~Ol)t C.. y s1ne.. 1973 lind Y em not pr::p"rad
te move fro;,: here blleou:i... ' h;, .." n"",hcrc to go." Hu ..,o~ (ined
RSI1 or 50 d ..ys Imprlson<lent on the 1l:1(~) chorge; the prl,lvious t~

",~(.ks· i"'ori:;~n"'Cnt being t<:k"n into cvnt:i ··cr::tion. Hc ",n3
cr.utiont:cl rm;;l ul:i:h;:rg".:: ,:n the 15(1) C!·h:lrge.

Tl.ere ;::r", oc:::-S10::,1011y so"':> 11~I,t .. r '"O'll:nts 1-n th~ c"urt. On,;:
"'~.lOr~b.i.c inci;;l."nt "':::s uhun pcuj:h: fro'" Dis.., Riv"r, Hout 8;1)',
insistc~ on their right to 1:>~01 r~pr(.scnt~ti~n. Co~issioncr

,"ourie llsk-Jd, "Ill y"ur ottorn;;,y f)Oin~ to (ell (ro1l h .. .::vun?"
Tho n'p-.y ..;-s. ".Jo, "I:'S froc; "otlbr~y" (i.e. Ull!Ck 5csl'l).

An ;"ICCUS"';; is Qullty l);'Itil i'l.., prcv':l1 t:i"'lIelf tn be innocont.
r J. L. "'<:5 rOn'andcd in custody by th.: Stota (cr eI ",,,ek. (crlier

he h'.d phDdod not guilty to bl:ing HI th" ",r"o ilhgclJ.y. When
thll Air:! Centro ct tho court contectod the A.1ministrotion Coord,
no (ilo in his ne,",c cnuld be tr~cold. Ho",ever, Oojhan h<l rO;lPil""rod
i~ court a second tj,,,,~, it tr"nspir~d that 'SOmUQnU' hnd ."i:;s;lclt
hi! n,:,.<:',u "nd tho St"tr, nccupt"d thot he '.03 0 hUlll rllsidunt of
Ccp~ TOOojn. :'0 "fHlI"Oics wur" oxt.;!ndud to r.;r 1. L•.

"I h"vo COl"O to my :-'lJllb;,n~ to conclJiuo" is afton h;;nrd ~s '" plea
i.n lritiQ:>tion. Jt 15 :> sad r .... flc.ction of tht: destruction o( f,,'~ily

li(e .'):lOngst tho bl::ek pl!ople. "You don·t belong horll ••
Thous~n<ls .. re born hora, tut thoy hCVQ no right to bo I'Iora •••
South "fric." hf.!s nUlionlO of p~oplo to e"r.. for, ond it c=nct
c.;:r" for pl!o~le (roo l1Ilothcr cuuntry." T"'''5.~ words cem" frolO
Cow~issioner Fourie in support o( thv 'Howol"ndll' policy.

"It ill through st;;rv"ti"n th~t I 0'. huro" s~id onu prison~r,

SP<;lcl<in<;: (or tl'lOUS.3nUS OJ' oth.:rs lUw /li':lSclf.

Acl,:,.tives o( tno prison."rs cnd th~ prisoners the~snlvo~ ofton
UKpr<lSS dl:;bolic( that thu Pass Lcw. oro still "ntorcc~ so
.tringontly in Cr.pl.To",n. Th"y bl.licv::. thot on" "'~y it "'ill <'!ll
CO.",10 ta Eln end. Lct us hop" that for th..:- sako c( PU;::lCC in
South Africa, th':lt dey i" in the not too ~illtOnt futuro.

Gill L;lnc
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