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NDnce again we have battloed to fill the court obscrvor's rostor on
a daily basis, put onc cannot umphasisc cnough the importance of
our prescnce theoero, Whilst some wvisitors find the proceedings
totally nbhorrount, othurs sec it zs a fascinating cxporiences The
following are good reasons for this ecssential aspect of our work:
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Remind ouvrsclves of the effocts of apartheid on the daily lives
of othors,

Romind othors of the naoture of our influx control and pass
legislation by z2lerting the press for publicity,

Monitor court procodurc n2nd rewcrks made by the Commissioners,
Watch out for uwrongful prosecutions,

Record information about thie accuseds, This is kept for research
purposvse An "LA. student in the Law faculty at UCT has

writton o thosis on the ROLE AND OPERATION OF INFLUX CONTROL

I!! THE WESTER!Y CAPE, sacpling 1l0% of a ycar's total arrests,

and found our court records helpful,

Linisc with the Athlone Advice Office, particularly drawing
their attention to remandcd cases for which we can offer
to stand bnil,

Naking oneself available outsice the court to relatives and
dependents of the accusad and affering thom defence for the
accusced, This is perfectly legitimate as we are not paid
employees of a legnl firm,

Crecting o "uhite¥ prescnce in court seems to encourage the
of ficials tc conduct procuedings in a decent menncr, Our

Advice Office interproters have stressed the very real dif-
ference this prescence makes,

NMur presoence c=2n also offer other assistances For example,
during MNowvember an nccuscd was in acute distress ~nd cellapscd
outside the court, An ambulonce was called at the insistence
of our observers who felt these in charge would have been
quite contunt to leave the sick woman in o hueap on the stone
flocr,.

The final reason for our presence is to accompany menbers of
the public, porticularly foreign visitors to South Africa.
This hrs become a popular stop on the Sash's altocrnative
tourist attracticns itinerary to thue fairest Cape.

The following ~re sowc of thie highlights during 15902:

l'arch was an eventful wmonth in the Langa court, We heard Scction
22 of the Admission of Persons to the Republic Regulation Act
being invoked for the first time; the court was bombed on Sunday,



21lst, tha anniversary of Sharpcville (21,3,1960), but needless to
add it was business as usual on Monday morning; and one marvels

at the tenacity of those determined to remain in the Wgstern Cape.
An unfortunate woman, who was arrested for the fifth time, had the
maximum sentence imposed upon her: R90 on Section 10(4), R29

on Section 15{(1), and 60 days imprisonment with no option of a
finc on the latter,

Fellowing the HNationalist Party's congress in East London during
September where delegatis called for stricter influx control in
the Western Cape, Octobur saw the effacts of this in the war waged
against Black people here. Tn less than a month, nearly 2,00C
were arrested in pass raids and fined more than 40,000 in the
Langa courts, - This resulted in a Commissioner of the Decpartment
of Co=operation and Development acting as prosccutor and magistrate
in separate cases in the Langa court on the same day. An eminent
Professor of Law described this as "grossly irregular”, whilst

the Commissioner for the Administration Board seid it was "gquite
normal®, Unsophisticated people would see the magistrate in the
same light as the prosccutor; therefore justice must not only be
cgone, it must be seen to be done,

The only crime of these pcople is to have fallen foul of Nationalist
ideology. Yet at that same congress in East London Or Piet Koornhof,
"inister of Co-operation and Development, stated that influx conttol
by present measures had no hope of success., He admitted that the
Covernment had tried unsuccessfully to override economic laws with
parliamentary ones. In reply to a gquestion in the House last

weck, Or Koornhof said the uestern Cape Administration Board
received a total of 629 370 from fines imposed for offences
relating to influx control and identity documents in 1982,
Persccuting "illegals" seeking work because they cannot support
their families in impoverished rural areas provides no solution

the pass laws and influx control must go.
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