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STATEMENT ON OETENTIONS BY CENEPAL SECRETASIATE OF THE 5 A

EIMIE_EISHEFS‘ CONFERENCE . . B gl

Two Eatholic Prisats, Fr Eﬂlrhqlll.lﬂ-‘Fltl'lEA "hatatwa and Fr Clement *okowa
have been detained in the lsst tuo b Lot B Na reason has been Jiven and fg ehaTge
made. -The presuspiion is that they are considersd & threat to ascurity. Im uiew
of thess develop™ents, we tha Adeinistrative Board of tha Southacn afcican
Catholic Bishops' Confersnge wish to make the following ceclaration.

In axpressing sy=pathy and aelidarcily with tha=, wa esxprass tha 3are witih
ﬂﬂllﬂi ﬂf agthass 30 dl”lﬂiﬂ un:-r axcessively harsh security laws againmatl J=ich
we protésted last year and also previously. Buk tn the case of thess tuo priests
commigsioned to preach the Cospal we have & special cesponsibility and geclare
that we will not accept that they have been guilty of crime unlesa it is proved
in open court that' they are guilty of spssthing more than an yafrlingement of
uhjust laws. i

We consider the present wave of unrest that is swesping the countcy to be at =ast
tha inevitable result of unjust snd oppressive: laws sgainst which we wibth obher
churches have continually witnessesd for alloat three decades. <@ renew our protest
sgainst thess laws in the strongest possible terms and urge that -thay be repealad
farthuith.’ 1 - :

At the same time we reguest that it be recognised that the phenomenon of Black
Conaciousness correctly underatood is an inevitsble demand by the Black Comsunity
for cecognition of their huean odgnity and legiti=mate aspirations. We appsal to
the Government to relisve the present tension mot by repreasive acta but by rapid
and praciical sgves towards Tull citizenship and shared responaibility. g

The detention of several ministers of the Gospal is a pacticularly alamming sign.
We declars our solidarity with all thoss who In the spirit of true thristian love .
and justice are prepared to suffer for their Christian convictions. To show this
woliderity we ask that Septesber 12 be a day of prayer in all Catholic Churches
throughout the Republic when we shall pray that justice msay pravail and psace



