DISCUTSINNT AT BUACANA CH 8 JUNE 1976

Present:

¥r B.G. Fourie

Er P.R. Eillen

Vajor-Genzral C.L, Yilicen

Mr J.P. Drand of Swarek

#¥r C, Truebody ~ Director of Water
Affaira, Windhook

¥ajor Ferreira {(interpreter)

Coomander Alexandre Rodriques Kito -
Kinistry ¢f Defconce

Commander Znrico = General Staff of FAPLA

Commonder Ivadi = Chief of Staff of
southern front

Ismacl Martins - Secretary for Foroign
Affairs at the I'residency

Mr Fourle said that we had asked for the
r:ecting basically in order to sce in what prectical
wvays we could be able to build up a better undeorstanding
batween the two countiries and to seoe what steps could be
taken to avoid incidents. Incidonts mado things
difficult nnd made it look as if the couantries wvore
working against ench other which wag the last thing wa
want to do from our sida. South Africs recogniced and
appreciated ths zuthority of the Angola Governnent. We
raecognised that z11 the works in the Cuiuione scheme on
tlie Ancolan sfide of tha border became the property of
the People's Republic of Angola. These works were in
the intorest of the deveibpment of Angola a5 well as
being in tho interest of Owambo., It i3 our hepe by
ccmpletiny thom in 53 short a time as possible that
we would demcnstrate our wish for peaceful co-sxistence

tvoen Anpoela and South fost Africa., ,
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Channels of Communication

.7x To promote this objoctive Mr Fourie propozed
that there should he contact at three differont levels:

l. Regarding the construction works which fall
under tho Department of Water Affairs there
was already reasonable contact, but there waro
come other matters tkat needed attention and
he would mention one. The centractors reguired
more sand and they needed permission to get
this sand from Angoia. Illowever, the Department
of Water Affairs did not know where they could
geek this permission.

2., In n morae sensitive area and to avoid incidants
we needed to know who was in command locally
with whom cur own local military commander
could gat in touch, There had been incldents,
for instance the overflying of Angola at
Ruacnna by n South West Airlines pilot. The
matter had been investigated, the pllot had
baen found at fault and had boen dismisased,.
There were also two cases of overflying which
Anzola had brought to notice which we wore
gti1l)l investipgating. If they had in fact
happened, we presume that they would also have
been unauthorised. But there were also
problens from their side of the horder. There
had been incursions, not necessarily by IC g0 -
Angolan forces, but maybe by units of SWAPO
or cven Unita., It was therefore important to

have/...
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have contact at local commandex level. In an
offort to reduce the possibility of incidents
wo had started on a progrsmue of clearing a
strip one. thousand nmeters wide on our side of
the border of all inhabitantz. This would
become s prohibited zone.

Mr Martins enquired whether the measures
regarding the clearing of the strip of cns
thousand meters could be repgarded as a first
attempt to meet the Angolan proposals nade at
the last meceting.

Mr Fourie said that this was partly so. They
were also the result of cur osm wish to avoid
friction.

3. TFor pressing matters falling outside the
foregoing two categories Lr I'ourie said that
wo necded to have contact by telex direcct to
Ur Martins om a personai basis so that if any
problems arosce we could tackle them straight

RVAY .

Refuqees

South Afrjca had another difficult and practical
problem, viz. the large number of refugees from Angols
who were canped near Rundu. Mr Fourie said that we would
like to resolve this problem but the people were hesitant
about returning to Angola. VWould it be feasihle for some
representatives of the Angolan asuthorities to go and talk
to them to clarify the position in Angola as they did not

understend/ ...
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understnnd the present situation. There wore 245 people
who had olected to leave for Portugal and this group was
not under discussion now., There are 123 who said they
were Angolans and seemed to be willing to go back to
Angola. If any of them were to leave for Angola we
would tell the Angolan authorities. There aro also

675 paople who were Angolans but seemed to be undecided
what to do. It was this group that needed reassurance,

Referring to the question of refugees,
Commander Kito sald that 1t was Angola's intention to
establish a mixed comittee under the United Natlons to
effect the evacuation of the refugees. Regarding
prisoners, he wished to enguire how many Angolan
prisoners we had and their names.

Geneoeral Viljoen replied that we held only
three Cuban prisoners who had had to receive medieal
treatnent in hospital. V¥We held no Angolan prisoners.
He then gave Commander Kito the names of the three

Cuban prisoners.

Cormander Kito asked whether we were satisfied
about their proposal to bring the High Commisaicner for
Refupgees into the question of Angolan refugees with the
participation of a mixed committee. Mr FPourie replied
that we could accept that.

Mr Fourie asked whether Angola would take up
the question of the refugeos with the UN Secretary-General
or siould South Africa do it, or perhaps both countries
together.

Commander Kito said that they preferred that
Anpola should raisie the matter.

Mr/..
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Mr Fourie sald that South Africa would then
do nothing untill we heard frwus Angola but he emphagised
that nction should bhe taken scun asg the refugees vere
8 problem.

Prisoners of War

Thera was another importaut matter which w#as
causing high emotions and feelings in South Afriea, viz,
tho seven young South African soldiers vho were held by
Angola., These very young men were well known throughout
the world as a result of Angola‘s propaganda about then.
South Africa asked Angols very earnestly if it could
conglder returning them to their homeland.

Points of Tniry

Arising out of cne of the matters raised at
the last meeting on 26 April, Nr Pourie wishod to inform
the Angolans that there were three pointe of entry from
Angoia, viz. at Oshikango, Rundu and Nakurukuru., These
positions wore manned by police. The army had tried to
reduce causes of tension by taking heavy armaments away
from the border area but they could not take everything
away becausae of the incursions that came from the
Angolan side,

Demilitarised Tone

L

Br Martins enquired what were our views on
their proposal for a fifty kilometer demilitarised

gone/ ...
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zZone.

Mr TFouric said that while incursions from
Angola continued we could not leave the bordex
unprotected, bhut if by understanding and co-operation
wo can reach that position where protection at the
border would not bo necessary, then we would bhe glad
to talk further.

Commander Kito explained that at the last
meeting when theoy had first raised the guestion of the
fifty kilomoter demilitarised zcno on either side of
the border, what they had meant to say was that there
should be no more military concentrations or installations
within that area. They did not mean that there should
be no patrols. The security of a border must be ensured
at the border. Important concentrations tended to
increase tension and that was the reason for their

proposal.

Mr Fourie said that in principle, on a
reciprocal basis, South Africs would not be against
such a proposal, but it had to be worked out and
discussed in a practical way.

Caommander Kito explained that important )
ingtnllations in their view included tanks, battalicn-
strength groups, bases and fortifications along the

border.

¥r Fourie said that wa had one town, Oshikati,
45 kilcmetors froam tho border which is the administrative
capital of Owanmbo and whore troops vere stationed, though
not necessarlily in battalion strength.

Coermander/...
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Commnnder Kito said that whethor the disftance
was 45 or 50 kilameters was not important, What the

Angolans would like 18 an agreement to sbide by a
demilitarised zone and that big military installationsg
should Dbe bshind that.

lr Fourlie expressed the view that the South
African Government could possibly agree to such an
arrangement put it would be first necessary te get
people fram thelr side and people from our side to talk
about the practical implementation.

Commander ¥Xito said that once agreement had
been reached they would only have police at the crossing

points.

Ar Fourie said that this was already our
positicn.

Commander Kito said that the conclusion of
guch a military agreement was the hasis for any other
agreenent. Angolas had alryeady given permissicn for the
Cunene work to continue. They had sald last time that
it would depend on good relations in the border area.

A military npreement would caatribute to this. Once
agreensent had been renched on a demilitarised zone,

we could have mixzed committees on a military level to .
check whether the agreement was being adhered to.

Mr Fourie agread that this would be a good
iden. soE

canpensation for War Damage

Mr Fourie expressed the hopo that the groups
operating from Angola on our side of the border were

doing/..
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doing s0 on their own without co-~operation from Angolan
authorities.

Commander Kito said it was Angols's policy to
respect the sovereignty and frontiers of others. ¥When
Angola was already a Republic maintaining troops on 1ts
toerritory, lots of damnge had bheen done to Angolan
torritory by South African forces. Thie was a feature
in the development of good rolations and zood-nelghhourly
feolings., Ccumander Kito said that this would depend on
an cffort from South Africa to show the Government and
peoploe of Angola that we were interested in developing-
thosoe relations. Tha South African Government should
ablde by the UN resolution concerning componsation for
war damage.

Mr Fourio said that he would not go into the
reasons but the South African Government had made 1t
clear that it did not accept the Security Council
rasolution. This did not mean that we wanted to bo unco-
operative in Angola's cconomic progress. That was one
of thoe reasons why we continued with the Cunene project
which was one of the strongest points for the developmont
of southern Angola. The scheme had great potential and
the fact that we had spceded up construction illustrated
our goodwill,

Hr Fourie asked what the attitude of the
Angolans was to the question of the seven prisoners of
war. He cmphasised that this wes a humanitarian issue
28 seen fram our eide, SO et

VR LT
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Comnander Enricoeo said that Angolans had
told international circles that the seven would not
be dealt with as nercenaries and had indicatod that
they were trylang to deal with the matter in another

waAYy.

Commander Kito said that Argols had suffered
invasion by South African armed forces and conesidered
the seven to be prisoners of war. They waere heing
troated differently from the mercenaries. They had
enquired how many Angolan prisoners were held by South
Africa and this may be the beginning of a solution.

His delegation will now report to the Angola Government
and perhaps at the next meeting would be in a position
to give a conclugive answer,

Mr Fcurie said that the South African press
wore highly interested in this cquestion but from the
Government's side they were belng asked to leave the
issue alone.

Mr Martins referred to the payment for damage
caugsed to the Angolan economy by South African forcoes,
saying that this was a fundamental _issue to them. Angola
believed that it wns South Africa's responsibility to pay
the damages in accordance with the UN Security Council
resolution. Payment of damages would also mean a goodwill
gesture by South Africa. There should be a positive
sftitude and response by South Africa to the UN resolution
and he asked for a clearer view of South Africa’s attitude,

¥r Fourie replied that his Government's attitude
to the resolution had been clearly stated at the time and

he/...
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he did not want to go intce the legal arguments now.
The South African Govermment wished to show its
goodwlill in other practical ways. lost of the damage
had in anyway not been done¢ by South African forces,
but be did not want to go into details.

Commander Kito sald that there was a Ilagrant
example of damage, viz. the eabotage of a nine hundred
noter bridge at Rocadas. The South African army had
been present at the time.

General Viljoen said that Unita forces had
been responsible for this and for other damage. After
the decision had been taken to withdraw South African
forces, he had given specific orders to the South African
troops not to cause damage.

Cormander Kito said he had only quoted the
bridge as an oxample. There are innumerable otlier
examples. If the principle of indemnity were accepted
by South Africsa, Angola would recite gpecific dnuages
caus2d, Could South Africa give some guarantee that
it accepted the principle of indemnity.

¥r Fourie replied that he was afraid it
could not,

Contacts at Local level

Commander Rito referred to the nomination of
mnilitary camandera for contacts at local level and
said thot meetings at present could only bo held at the
present level, Contacts between the two Governments at
diplomatic level would have to coame later. VWhen these

present/...
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prosent meetings became fruitful other measures could
be taken rogarding practical provlems, for exsmple,
the revival of the old Comnmission for the Cunene River
Basin.

Commander Kito then referrsd to the question
of lliaison as used to exist in the form of the
Commigsion for the Cunene Plan. Angola had authorised
the continuation of the construction work and something
like the Cammission sbould be an integiral part of the
whole project. They were therefore prepared to
institute a commission but {hey needed to know more
precisely what we had in mind, as they did not know
how the Cammission functioned previously. They had
heard about the two telegrams sent by Fater Affairs
regarding the water at Gove and Malala dams but they
needed more detalls so that they can look for a
suitable person to act in a liaison capacity.

Ir Fourie sald that we would be very glad to
provide further details.

Mr Truebody said that what we required was,
firstly, an ongineer and a fow assistants with whom
we could discuss the hydrological problems of the
Cunene and, secondly, technicipns to asaist us in the
operations of Gove and Manlala dams. He would be glad
to nake the necessary information available and to
have his engineers and technicians discuss it with
Angolans. He could have the information available
shortly and it was sgreed, subject to confirmation,
that there would be a further meeting on 23 June when
Mr Truebody would hand over the information and discuss

it/ ...
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it in o preliminary way with thoe encineexr nominated
by the Angolans. MEore detalled discussions could
follow later..

Mr Fourle gave Conmnnder kKito the name of
Colonel Bischoff, Commander at Oshikati, as the contact
at military level. The message could be passed throuch
the police at tho gate at Ruacana. Both sides expressed
gratitude for the meeting and expressed the hope that
further meetings would contribute to the lessening of
tension.

8and for Construction

Corrander Eito referrcd to the question of
the aand requirements of the coniractors and said that
he could not give a satisfactory snswer, for ns long
as8 the Angolans did not fecl satisficd with the military
position they could not agree to the contractors
penetrating more deeply into Angela to get sand. Once
there had been agreement on certaln points and when
tension on the Lorder had diminished then he felt
permission could be granted.

Hr Fourie said that it was not a question of
penatrating deeper intc Angola to get the sand, and
Hr Truobody explained with the ald of a map where the
threo sources of sand were located. One waa no nore
than one and a half kilometers outside the conztruction
domain pnd two were no more than five kilometers
outside the domain., All three were well within the

permit/..
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permit zone, Iis engineers were prepared to show
the Angolans precisaly where the deposits were,

Commander Eito sald they had been
misinformed previously and thanked My Truebody for
hig clarification.

Pretoria
11 June 1976



