ATLLONE ADVICE OPFPICE

(Under the auspices of the S.A. Institute of Race Relations
and the Black Sash)

RIZPORT FOR DECE!MBER 1974 & JAWUARY 1975

ATTENDANCE RECORDS DEC::{3ER T TARY TOTAL
(% month) (4 :onth)

‘{fen with permit problems 5 12 17

Women with permit problems L 5 9

Contract Workers 15 25 2?

Housing & Miscellaneocus e3 6 9

01d Cases NMeturned 23 5 88
70 153 223

VISITORS: None during December, 3 from South Africa and 2 from abroad
in January.

The year has opened on a note of top-level dialogue on the subject of
our country's city-dwelling Africans, their urgent nesds and aspirations
and the deep frustrations experienced under existing legislation. The
open acknowledgement of the fact that these problems are crucial is
healthy and hopeful, But while change or at lcost talk of change

is in the air, down in the townships ond in the offices of the
Peninsula Bantu Affairs /dministration Board, there has been no
noticeable change and nono appears to be onticipated, Deputy

Minister Janson's instruction that widows and deserted women in

township houses be treated with sympathy and not thrown out should
hopefully bear fruit,

The official Aid Centres hove been credited with .uch useful work

and a welcomo drop in the numbers of poople in prison has beon noted.
But the Peninasula Aid Centre has closed down, apparently because it
was ineffective in this "coloured preferential” arec. This tallies
with the experience of the Advice Office, which found that the officlal
running the Aid Centre was pleasant but complotoly uncble to help
anyone at all., ilost Africans pay sdmission of guilt fines when
arrested, usually without ;etting any receipt, and pnol statistics

omit this factor of which thore may be no full record. It would seem
thot the overnight colls nt Langa and Guguletu romain erowded and

that the people tho..nelvos have not noticed tunt confrontations

with insnectors cnd polico are fewer. The notorious episode concerning
Mias Nohashe, whose infent died while she was waiting: to appear in
gourt on & chargo of illenal presence in the aree, did not como to

the notice of the Adviece Office execept throush the I'ross., Our bail
fund would assist such poople not to be sepcroted from their children
while awaiting trizcl, ™:%t wo cannot subsidisec finecs,

Married couples making every effort to obtain pormission to reside
together in the area in which the husband has rosidential rights
remain a principal concern of the Advice Offico. We saw fifteen such
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couples during the four weeks covered by this roport, One wife,
rs. Z. Mdl,, is an opileptic in need of constant care, who cannot
be left alone with her two small children. She hns no relatives

who can look after her anywhere except in the Peninsula, and is
recoiving extonsiona to her visitin: peruit on modicaol grounds,
ifeanwhile her husband pays lodger's fees and a visitinz pormit fee
for her as well as his sinpgle quarters rent whieh he has not been
allowed to cancel, Iforoover he deposited R17 for a lodger's pormit
for himself which haos not been refunded, althouch the permit was not
granted, and is paving the full rent of the housoc in which they are
now lodging together, the official "occupler" having died., His plea
is, of course, that this houso now bo registeroed in his namo, a
procedure which would cut all tho tortuous red-tapo, but which is
not allowod.

A large number of cescs seen concorned lrbour disputos, almost always
resulting in the omplovoe's dismissal and in tho case of onch contract
labourer (including a proup of nine from a cold-storago firm) his

early return to the rural creas, ompty-pockoted and snd-hoarted, Too
heavy a penalty to pay for perplexity over waozos which have disappointed
his expecteations.

January closes with most oncouraging news, noaely the success of
Mias :Zlizabeth Pikashe's oappeal in the Supr:me Court, Justicoes Vos
and Broeksma havo ruled thiet her e¢laim is valid., She is entitled
to live and work in ths Caope Peninsula in terms of Soction 10(l)(a)
of the Act, This favour:ble judgement is rescunding confirmation
of evervthinge for which tho Advice Offico stoands.
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