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As mrt of the policy -F 8AS0 of astoblishing cordial relations and
- madnteining solidority among the sxdsting black orgardzatiorsthe 1970 - 71 SASO

Executive held very fruitful telks with the Executive of tho Association for the
Educational and Culturnl Advancement of the African People of 8,A. (ASSECA).

8AB0 representatives were then invited to the conference of ASSECA which
for veriovs reasons could not be held last yeer. This year elsborate publicity
was madse over the fact that the conference which would be held in P.E, owver the
Enster weskend would be openad by Mr. Roy .Wilkims, Executive Director of bhcll
NAACP the intergrationist moderate civil rights movemznt of the USA,

Prior to the conference it wes snnounced that among the key-nots spsakers
would be Dr. He Jo Van Zyl, the Becretary of Bantu Education, 8AS0 expressed
concarn in a move of this noture where the policies propounded by Dr. Van Zyl
would be at the mildest, insulting to the worth and intecrity of !a block
man, We noted also that such a move 1s hardly in keeping with ASSECA's
commitment to self-reliancc.

The sequel to this was a curt reply from the Secretary -General of
ABSECA, Mr. Mehlomekhulu, withdrewing the invitation they hed extendsd to
SAS0, Tt wp alss roported that the ABBECA Exscutive had taken o ruling thet no
obegrvars would be allowed to speak, or to vote.

It was amidst such controversy that over 50 delegetes from Johannesburg
P.E. (5 brencies), Veal, Springs, Pretoria, Grahamstown, King Williom's Town,
Cape Town, Pietersburg, Krugersdorp, Notalspruit congregated in P.E, for
that fateful weekend.

Procedural matters wers dealt with on Fridey. Tha Exccutive ruling that no
ohservers teke part in dobates was rotified. To the .:un.:risu of many of tha
delegates Port Elizebeth was registered as five branches, This coused
considerable disguiet as it wes kpown that the strength of P,E, did not reflect
the activity and enthusinsm =t hame, iy

A group of students from Curban ga\ré notice of their intention to
rogister ‘@ Durban brarch, Tho credortials of this group’ wWere. strongly
questioned by the officials and one of them was heard threatning viclence ogoinst
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these studants vith thoir "BASC ideas! ®. The President wes epprooched and he
refused to grent registrotion becouse he wes not convinced about the presenca of
such a branch since the Exscutive wes never informed of its formation,
(According to the AGEECA Constitution only the Expcutive has tho power to form
ranches, )

On Saturday we sab through a morning of speoeches, tributes, wotes of thanks
presontation of qifts which occupied the whole morning and afternoon sessions,

The confarenco was then cponed by Mr, Roy Wilkins of the MAACP, He treced tho
developments of tho civil rights movement in the Undted States and the rolo of the
NAACF in working towurds integretion, He detoctod changed attitudes emong white
South Africens which signified "hopa" for an improvement of racce relaticns. He
suggested that blacks should strive to goin tha vobta which he regerded as the
"missing 1ink" in the South African constitutional system,

I regord Mre, Wilkins!' tolk os o disoppointmort,  He displayed e very shallow
understonding of the work of ASSECA, his hosts. Even his understanding of the
overall South African politiccl scens left much to Yo desircd, ’Hs nover soy
himself as o fellow oppressed from far-off land, He offered ma inspiretion to a
people who woro lﬁuldng for direction from the hlack American cxomple. His
entire speech was perforsted with banter and pleas for romviolence, This
prompted the Dircctor of Dantu Administrotion to salute him "Man of Peace".

In his paper the Secretary for Oantu Educotion gove imp ive stetistics of
tha ndvance of African Cdication since 1925, It was the policy of his Osgt, to
hand-over all control of educstion to the various sthnic groups. He took the
opportunity to warn ASGECA that it oupht to be organiscd sccording to tribel lines.
He expressed the wiew that in its prosent form ASSECA tended to undermine the
authority of the homolond leaders and ha was avero that thoey resented thet.

Dr. Van Zyl's adiress swoked on angry response from the oudicnce, He was
closely questioned ontho ovil effects of the policy of his department reparding

adninmistration, financino, lenpuage medium, toacher aolary scoles ond shortage
of teachors and schools. Tho comsansus of the house was summod up by Hir, Dreke
Koka  when he made it abundantly cleoar that Africon peoplo saw ASSECH performing
a radically divergent social-swarensss policy than that of Van 2yl's dopartment.
Black people wanted educetion for liberation and development and not that of race
prejudice and oppression.,  ASSEDA must achiove through eckication and culture the
true worth of the llack man. The Chairman, Mr. M.T. Moorans thon rovealed that
it was the intention of ASSECA to “take" ower Bantu Education and that African
people shall refuse to be divided as ASSECA had mot with dmmense enthusissm and
co-operation from the "homeland® leaders.

The rest of the afternocon ves occupled with the reading of the Presidential
Address and the Becretery's Neport both of which noted the growth of tha
organdsation and thet it was increacsingly assuming a more notionol character.
Branches have been set up in thz major arens andfurther expansion wos predictad.

3/The activities
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The sctivitios of the orgamisstion wore outlined and future plans laid out,

Emphasis was placed on vork done with The Star,American firms in South Africa,
tho reorganisation of the Nim Fund and a docleration of an Edusation Day, There
was lengthy discussion on the Secretary's Report. Matters roised wore :--
1. tha rosignotion of thres Tressuros during the period under revdow.
Disgussion high-lighted deep dissotisfaction among the members of the
Exgoutive themsslves aliout the woy matters werc run.

2. It was resolved that the Rim Fund had to be spoeded up end reorgonised.
The responsg so far ims not encournging. Collection would take place on
Education Day and oll pupils would b= expected to bhring to school ak ~ ¢

least 10c from @ll working membors of the family. Cooperation of the teachers's
assoclotion would be sought in this rogord,

3. The recommendation of the Exccutive that an Executive Director be
employed was discussed. It was accepted in principle that such a saloried
official be ongaged pending the investigotion of tho financiel position of
ASSECA, the conditions of sorvice ste,

An avante garde banpuot was held on Saturday owvending whera all conference
delopatas vwere guests., I decided not to ottend this oppressive event,
However, we understand that sll the dolegates were introduced.

Sunday was the last day of conferonce, BDusiness startod vory late as the
delepates were expected to atterd & church service. The doy started with the |
presentation of on audited Timoncial statement. This refflected that tha
finoncos of ASSECA were on a sound footing, Memborship foes, howsver, did not
reflect the represcntation at conferonce. The statoment. was, howsver, adopted,

Dranch reports were thon read, It became evidont thot it was only
Johannesburg, Port Elizabeth and Cepe Town bronchos which were estoblished end had
ony activity. Im the light of theo above it became very lncongruous that the .
credentials of the Durban delegntion should not be accepted. Port Elizabeth was
challenged for declering itself a reglon entitling it to Five delegations. This
provoked tensions and PuE, wos challenged to prove the authenticity of the
existence of its hranches. A Johonnesburg delegate ! prirstakingly asked about
the financia! contributions of sach tranch, This proved that many of tha
branches were not entitled to the status at the conference. The above case being
similar to that of the Durbar dolenation it was sought to admit them to the
conference. The Chairman ably sssisted by vehement support from Port Elizabeth
refused to grant the request as he maintained that he was not approached in
advance by Durban. Amid protests the Chairman closed the matter without even
piving Durban o hearing.

It was then brounht to the notice of the conference that thers was no more
time to complete businsss. (it hoing 10p.m. the dcheduled time for adjournment).
It was claimed by tho conferenco ormandisers that o other venue could be
obtained. It was then sunnested by the Secretery-Genersl that elections be

Af hald and thon the meeting...coieeees
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held and then the mecting adiourned to some future date. This proposal had tha
support of tho Chairman, Port Elizabeth c:ial:sg.:tims and ona or two othar branches.
Johannashurn proposed thet the conference bo adjourned forthwdth. It was cloar thet
this guestion sperikod controvorsy el chegs roignod,  The Chairmen hatl lost control
of tho situation mnd efter o vote wis teken and ad jowrnment adoptod, confercncao
rosa after sinping tho Mationol Anthom: Nkosi Sikelcel 'iAfrikall
COMMENTS:

It is palpoily obwious thet this ASSECA Conforence was a Tailore,  Among the
contributory factors woro tho followine:

{T] THE COMSTITUTION:The Constitution is silent on so many issues, not least of
which is tho formation of branches ond the composition ard constituting of dzlenations
to conforeneo. Honco too much leowoy is cxorcised by the Expcutive in the

forration of branches, According to the ASSECA Constitution virteally owery paideun
mambor of ASSECA can voto and cdeleborate at tho ALG.M. Henco it was oifficult

to challonge on the constitution, tho Formation of five hranchos by Port Elizaboth
and the opan refusc] by the Chairmen to nrant delesction-status to the Durban

oroup.

(2] Tho constitution does howe stunding rules for the conduct of moetings which
thounh very inadequate, could do woll to masintadin order and undformity at mectincs.
It was notablo that tho Choirman felt no obligetion to adherc to procoturs
particularly when it syited his desipns not to do so, The dolomates wore aocalingly
ignorant of the rulos hence two fistinct compe wero pulling anart and all compoterd
for the chairmon's ottention,

It is always holpful to rosd and oxplain Gtonding Rulos to the confoirtnce to
acouaint evoryono Fully with thom from tho very beginmino,
(3] Thoro was Yacking a unity of purpos: and aonoral dircction from the large
Exocutive down to o dolopsto of the *about to - bo - born' lranch,

It wos euident thot whotooor coycussine hatl bsan fone lafore the mecting was
most destructive .  Somo delegatus apparontly attondod confurence for tho sole
purpose of olocting Mr. 50 & So. Tho stendprd of deobato was very low becausc mombors
worn too proocupiod with tho 'tickots' thoy wors supposed to support: no logic or
clarity of thinking. Persorolity cults eoro obwious cwen to an inmocont ohscrver.
Unfortunately tho Choirman nover kopt tho essontial noutrality ond wos cosily
alipnable with one or the othor sroup.

(4) It was ouident that the understanding of the principle bohind ASSECA

variod from just putting evory child to school or takino over Bantu Eduecation

to an attempt at crystallising the priortics Tor douelooment and 1ilberation throwch
oducetion and culturc end & redefinition ond re-pualuation of tho mizsion of education
to an oppressed pooplo. It was genorally scecoted that ASSECA ought to promsote
sclfercliance.

(5] Mottors of policy wore not cloar-put honco it wos vory caey fop some
dl:;logatcs to gall for olecktions cwon hoforo thoy had discussced the programmo for
the cnouing torm, Prosloms on erisis in schools foropn irvestmanta and
fundreising 'on our own torms', contact and co--oporation with white institutions
ctc, wore rot discussed,
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(8) It scoms urgont attontion nust bo givon to tho appointment of Exacutive
staff in order to streamline tho ontirc adninistration and organisational vork of
ASEECA,

CQNELUSTONg

From tho above romorks it con be roslisced thet e groat denl of loadership
troining is called for in the oleck orgnnisotions, ASSECA has e oroat potontial
e o ‘mass movoment! which can scnsitize and commit the black pooplo towards o
programme of action in mattors of culturc and education so ns to build a nation,
Practical community development m‘ﬁgrumcé of thiz noturo can successfully shakeo
the parich complox that the multitudas of hlock prnoplo orc obviously sufforing
from. To ASGECA we offor our good wishos and support in their endeavour to build
‘a bettor tomorrow.

Preopared hy: Barney Pityana.

18fa/72,
(Private & Confidential)



