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38/5L Septerber 10, 1968
| SR/9/68-66

Tom: SHC Presidents
Tationzl Ixecutive
Local Commiittee Chairmen
Student Relations Directors
atudent litors

Dear Sir/ledan

The recent events at the University College of Fort Hare
have been very sudden. ' In a 7ition, many of the issues
involved in the crisis - which led to the suspension of mest
of the students at Fort Hare - ore somewhat clouded since,
for fear of vietimisation, the stulents hove not made many
st-tements to the pres=.

Horever, since the ‘uspension of the students, we have been
avle -te niece much of the informotiorn together into the
enclesed fact sheet,

I hope that iv will clear un any nyoteries chout the
situctien. And this fa t sheet should exnlain the courage
of those students at Tort Inre who stood up for what they
believed te e right.

Tours sincerely

JARRY SuRLK
STULSTT RULATIONS DIRECIOR



Fact Sheet No 5/50-69

FORT HARI: ATTAIR

Backeground Situation

In erder to understand what follows in this report, it is
important te remember that the students of Fort Hazre have
refused té appoint an SIC siance 1959, One reason fer
this is that student leaders 2 rointed to on S5°C have un-
failingly been acted against by the University authorities
who have often expelled or refused to re-zdmit duly elected
student leaders wlthﬂut giving reasons, and by the pelice
who have interrogated such students, As the University
is government controlled, the SREC would be a puppet SEC
and the students are not prenared to accept that - fthere
ef course, would be ne freedom of action.

In the absence of an SRC the only means of communication
between the students and the authorities has been through
elected deputations. ‘There “ove veen similar consequences
for the students elected, On one occasion a vritten
puarantee from the authorities that no-sction would be

taken against a deputation was not adhered to. Thus there
was an understandable reluctarce on the part of the s udents
to appoint representatives for coansuliation.

Events Leading up to the 5it-In

On August 16, Prof de Vet wos installed as the new Rector,

and Mr Blasr Coetzee (T"inister of Tantu Hducation) was the
guest speaker. There was 2 quntanewus bercottof the ceremony
by the wvast majority of the s.vulerts, Followring this

eertain o7fensive, remarks conccraing Prof ce TTet, Mr

Blaar Coetzee, lr John Vorster and Dr Verwoerd were painted

an the walls of varisus Universitv builcings Thesae were .
subsequently removed by university staff.

On Sunday, August 18, eighteen students received notices
instructing them to meet with the licctor at $.00 am on
Monday 19. Seventeen went, the 1l&th was 'Ilethodist!

a known special branch spy. It is not l'nown how the 17
names were selected, They were accused of being
iether directly or indirectly respo:nsible for the palntlng:s
on the walls, and when they denied all knowledge of who
was respﬂn'iﬁl they were told that they were kaown to be.
student 1eaders, and tﬁerefure rmist be implicated. Lthey .
were warned that should there bhe any further student
disturbances on the campvs, they wovld be held responsible.
and sent down.

Thus without having any asdministrotive, disciplinary
or legislative power, they were :ade reshonsible for main-
taining student order at the cost of their careers.

Suhﬂequently the cecurity iolice were called in and most

of the 17 were taken tn the charge-office for interrogation
and their roons were searcued, It was this action on

the part of the Rector and the .olice egainst students
whose guilt of ny offence hod not been estallished that
led to the resction of the student body.

Two reguests to hold a student body mzeting to discuss
the motter were refused by ‘he Reetor and his approval to
hold such a meeting on the evening eof August 27 was ziven
late the dame afternoon. At this meeting, a2 resclution
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outlining the siudent grievaiices and recuesting t e Rectnr

to address the siudent body on the matter was passed.

They decided to gether the next day outside the Aéministrative
buildings and to remain sitting until the Re- tnr did

a’idress them,

The Rector left for rretoria on University business early
the next morning.

In accordance with the resclution the students did not
attend lectures on "ugust 23 but staged a ~uiet sit-in
near the Ad=initration block. during the day a notice
was posted in tihe hostel saying that if the demonstiration
was continied until Friday 70, the Cellege would be closed.
This notice ~cerricd the autherity of the Rector, who was
still in Pretoria. As Thursday was the first day of <the
short vacati-n the situdents had not, in any case, intended
to make any demxcnstration after Thursday noon,

On Thursday, enother notice appeared on the official notice
board stating that the University Christian [Foverent had
been banned on the campus. This arbitary and authnritarian
action intensified the resentment of the students.

Thursday noon the Collegenclosed for the vacation during
which the Rector returned.

Tvents leading up to the Suspension of over 300 situdents

On September 4, the eve of the new term, the chaplains of

the Angliecan, l'ethodist, Presb-terian and Congregational
students apnroached certzin rembers of staff and asked

them to request the Rector to meet a deputation of students.
On Thursday August 5, the siudents recommenced their sit-in.
Turing the morning there were two communications from the
Rector. In the Tirst the s udents were warned that if they
had not retuned to lectures by —-con further zction would

be taken, In the =econd, the:; were informed that they

had until 4.00 pm

On IFriday September 5, the sit-in continued. Durin g
the morning the following statement b the Rector was
communicated to the studerts -

Seeing thot the students of the University College

cf Tort Yare have contravened regulations by staying .
away from lectures for 7 days and have persevered in
doing this even after their attention was drawn to

the contravention and seeing thet students have not
availed themselwves nf the normal channels that existed
and will always exist, znd have truned down the invitation
t~ make Inown their »roblems throurh a deputation,

I feel myself compelled after a full and serious dis-
cussion with the Advisory Couneil te restore normal
conditiong by taking the fol cwing steps -

Students who are de~irocus of continuing their work
for the year and whe undertalke to submit to the dis-
cipline of the College, rust in the course of the
morning cease their participatisn in the sit down
strike or any other forms nf demenstration, and must
indicate thelr intentions ~f doing so by signing the
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lists which will be available for this purpoze at their
respective hostels before noon today. The admission
of students, who have not cense their par-ticipation -
in the sit down strike or anv other form of demonstration
and who have n~t signed the mentioned list at their
regpective hostels before twelve nnon, will be
cancelled forthwith, and such students will have
to leave the hostels and the cany s of the University
College before 4.30 pm 1in the vehicles whichwill

be available for that purnose.

Students who signed the undertaking at their resp-
ective hnstels and whs =7 their respective hostels and
who at any stage during the rest of this year stay away
from lectures without the permission of the warden

or the head nf the relevant department shall be .con-
gidered te have broken the agreement and shall be
subjected to the same measures zas mentioned above,

After the appearance of this notice, the students appointed
a deputation of five students which then attempted tn meet
with the Rector. Permission for such a mecting was re-
fused twice; on the first occasion because the Rector

was busy, and on the second because the deadline for the
delegation, the students signed the lists signifying
their readiness to continue with lectures, an? to abide

by College regulations, but stated that they would continue
with the sit-in until the HRector agreed to meet their
request to address them.

When the sit-in reconvened after lunch, the following
statement .was comrmunicated to them -

"A11 students still in front of the Administrative block
mist please note that they have been suspended as
students of tkls University, and are contravening
reguletions by their »resence here. This is & final
warning, and if situdeints are still there at 3.00 p.m.
steps will be taken a;~-inst them".

Police Action Against the “uspended Students

At 3.00 p,m. over 300 students were still gathered in front
of the Administrative Llock. At 3.05 p.m. large numbers

of police, who had been in Alice from mid-morning, arrive

at Fort “are. At least 10 police vans and an estinmate

of at least 30 policemen arrived. THe vans were used to
block entrances and r.ada. The police, with 6 dozs,

and equipped with teargas bombs and gas bombs and gas mask's,
surrounded the demrnstrating students.

The students were then a'dressed by the Co mnndant, who
stated that they were under arrest for trespassing, and

that they had only twn ontions open to them, either-to be
imprisoned in the local police cells, or to pack thelr
belongings and return to their homes.under 'protective police
custtdy'., -. They were advised that the matter would be
referred to the Attorney General for his decision on further
action. one of the stulents were formally charged, n
but police, seated at tables took the names ¢f all the
atudents and their home addresses. Thev were then taken,
under police escort, to their wvarious resideinces to pack
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their belongings. They were not permitted to go inte
town to withdraw.any noney for the journey, nor were
they allowed tn collect articles of clothing from the
laundries. '

Fort Hare students resident at the Federal Theological
Seminary were sent back fo the Geminary after representatioen
by the Seminary wrincipals, but were warned that if they

set foot on the Fort Hare compus they would be arrested

for trespassing.

Under frightening circumstanccs, which some students

felt conld easily have led to panic and drastic police re
prisals - especially with the dogs present - the students
remained celm and orderly and &t no stage resisted the
police, The stulents sang 'ITknsi Sikelele' and 'I Afrika"
and '/e shall overcome' before moving nff to their
residences, '

‘Then some of the students, who hod not been in the sit-
in at 3.00 p.m. saw the volice action, theyr joined with
their fellows and accepted suspensien and removal. The
students never really believed that the Recter would take
such drastic action ageinst them for their simple request
orderly demonstration. -

By 7.00 p.,m, all the suspended students had been put en the
railwav buses, provided f-r t-e durpdse, and sent to both
Amchele junetion and Cookhouse station to await trains th e
journey vere‘not given tickets, and they were not given

the opportunity tn make arrangements to get from the terminus
to their respective homes. They were provided with neither
food nor money for the journey and some had to wait an

the stations for a considerable length ~f time befer. being
able to get connections or zeats ‘on the available trains.

Attempts were made by individiauls to contaet the students

at the twé railway junctions to provide them with food

and monev. However, large numbers nf prlice were present

on both stations. At Coolthouse, the police threstened

those who attempted to contazct the students with arrest,
took names of some individuals and prevented any coimmunica-tion.
At Amebele, after contact had been established with a few
students, the police intervened,

The further fate of the stu 'ents is not known. It is
estimated thet there are about 100 students. left at Iort
Hare.



DIAL September 20, 1968
p/100/68

To: Overseas National Unions

. International Student Organisations
Mwerseas Representatives
National Executive

Dear Sir/Madam

I have just returned from my executive tour of the affiliated centres
throughout the country and would like to report on the important
events that occured during the tour. Most important of all is the
"Fort Hare affair" which has taken wp most of my time over the past
week, As you will recall from my last circular, I lgft Head Cffice
on my tour after the atudents at Fort Hare had been Hili_:‘,‘bing in

for a number of days, I arrived in Durban, Natal on *riday evening
to learn that on that very same aftermoon over 350 students had been
gsuspended from th Fort Hare University College. That mme evening
I called a meeting of the Standing Committec of SRC Presidents in
Durban for Sunday afternocon, and decided to fly down to Fort.Hare

on the very next day to assess the situation for myself. On Saturday
afterneon, I left for Port Elizabeth and arrived there on Saturday
evering and was taken across to Grahamstown the same night,

On arrival in Grahamstown, I met a number of students who had been
closely involved with the Fort Hare affair and gathered information
from them, I was wnable to meet any Fort Hare students at this
stage as all those who had been suspended had left the area and those
who still remained at the College were hot allowed ocut of the grounds.
My assessment of the situation therefore, wes made on information
which I cbtained from ind'ivﬁ.duals from Rhodes Undversity, University
Christian Movement and the * ederal Theclogical Seminary at Alice

who had been involved in the affair throughout. This information

I transcribed into a report which is attached and which I used as

a basis for speeches throughout the country as I continued on my
exzecutive tour, The report was shown to Fort Hare students who
were imvolved in the erisis subsequently and they agreed that it was
an accurate assessment of the events as they occured. The report
was given to Mr Rene de Villiers, editor of the Star (Jchannesburg)
and published in his newspaper on Friday, September 13 as a feature
article under my name. The whele report is attached for your consideratio,
and as it has been used both in newspzpers in South Africa and on
public platforms in this country, you should feel free to use it

for publications anywhere should you deem it necessary or benaficial,

Events following the 3it-in and subsequent Suspension

I left Grahamstown on Sunday afternoon and returned to Durban
where a Standing Committee meeting was held. Standing Committee
issued a statement at the end of the meeting which .splored the
fact that the students invclwved should have been suspended wihile
attempting to exert their right of expression and called on the
Rector of Fort Hare to withdraw the suspensions of the stulents
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immediately and called on all university prineipals and university councils

of other universities in Scuth ifrica to do all in their power to gain

the withdrawal of the suspensions and finally dalled on students

throughout South Africa to protest, and I quote "with vigour and determination®.
Protests were planned at all cenires for the coming week although the form

the protests on each campus would teke was left to the discretion of

the individual SRCs, It wes decided though that a fitting ending to the
week's protest would be for student leaders from South African universities

to converge on Grahamstown on Saturdny morming and attempt to gain an

interview with the Rector, Prof de Wet.

The very next day, Monday, September 9, a mass meeting was held at the
University of Natal, Pietermaritzburg. The NUSAS President addressed
the meeting which was attended by =wer half the students on the campus,
(apprcu{ 800), In his speech, he said "I would like to comment very
briefly on the situation at Fort Hare., I think that the request put
forward by the student body that the Ractor should address them was a
reasonable one, and the fact that they chose to follow up this request
with a sit-in is, T thihk indicative of the whole system of Fort Hare,
It is a system where the authority of the Rector is used to suppress the
opinions of students not as at other universities to encourange them to
express opinions.

"It is a system which bans orgamisations such as NBAS and the University
Christian Movement which encourage freedom of thought. It is a system
which forbids elemntary fund raising schemes from cperating on the campus,
This system is not aimed at educating the students to the full, It is
aimed at teaching students to bow to authority. This system can only lead
to the furstration of those who subject themselves to it, This system
is d disgrace to the name of education in South Lfrica",

At the end of the meeting a petition was circulated amongst students
calling for the suspension of the Fort Hare students to be 1i fted
immediately. The petition received over 1700 signatures., On Monday
evening, a student body meeting was held at Rhodes University snd was
attended by 700 students, The meeting passed a resclution requesting
principals of all South African umiversitiess "to protest most strongly
against the summary mass suspension of the Fort Hare students and the
resultant infirngement of academic freedom", The resclution noted -
that a deputation of SRC Presidents was to see the Rector of Fort Hare
on Saturday morming, and it requested students firom all other campuses
to join with Riodes students in accompanying the deputation in a comwvay
of cars when the deputation went to see the Rector. In proposing the
motion, the SRC Vice President Mr Ian Kirby, sald "It is possible that a
large number of students will make wp this symbolic protest on Saturday.
Even if the deputation has no succeas, we will.show that the students

of South ifrica will not be intimidated. It will bs a symbol that we
can still stand up when things are wrong in South Africa"

Mn Tuesday, September 10, a mass meeting of students was held at Witwatetersrand
Umiversity. :+ The meeting was attended by about 1200 ‘?t'l.ﬂents. The studenbs
resolved to hold a picket protest on the pavement in “an Smuts Avenue,

that same afternoon between 4.30 and 6.30, The protest was held that after-
noon and at about 5.00 pm a group of policemen arrived and began taking

names of students who held posters and demanded of the SRC President, Mr
Mark Orkin that he move the students back o'f the pavement, MR Orkin
attempted to do this as he was not aware of his legal position but the
students were reluctant to move and begen chanting and shouting, Lt about
5430 pm a riot van containing about 20 policoment arrived on the scene

and formed uwp across the road from the protesters. They marched across

the road towards the protesters who began chanting "Sier Hedll Sieg Hadil",
They then proceeded to take pes‘ers away from students =nd to take down

the names of students who hed heen holding posters. The stwients still
refused to move back and stood their ground demanding the names of addresses
of the poclicemen, During the incident a mumber of policement were

jostled, their caps knocked off their heads, and sbuse hurled at them by .
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the students at the picket. No arrests were made. It socon became
evident that the police covld not get hold of all the posters as many
students refused to give them and a number merely ran away and stood
holding the poster scmewhere else, At about 6.15 pm the police laft and
at 6,38 pm the poster demonstration was brcken wp. A4 student body
meeting was held at Wits the next day at which the Wits stulents vobad to
hold a picket protest on the same place from 2,00 to 3,00 that afternoon
to protest against police interference on their campus. The students
all held blank posters and there were no incidents, A4t lunch time on
the same day a stulent body meeting was held at the Johannesburg College
of Education and was addiresse’ by the NIBALS President. The meeting
resolved to hold a ;4dicket protest on the college grounds from 4-30 pm to
6.30 pm that eveming, At 4 o' clock the Rector, Dr Holmes requested

the SRC President, Mr Ken Jubber not to held the picket ~rotest on the
campus but to move it of f the campus grounds, The SREC President agreed
bo tids and students who wished to hold their nosters were told+to do sco
off college grounds, About 30 students stcod in the road outside the
College holding their posters spaced ten yards apart. At 5 o' clock

2 riot vans, each containing 27 policemen plus 5 motor bikes and a few
police cars arrived on the scense. The names of all students holding
poséers were taken and their posters confiscated. 3 students were almost
arrested, but were released after the NIBAS President had spoken to the
Colonel in ch, ge of the operation, The stulents remaind until 6,33 pm
without posters.

tn Thursday a student bedy wreting was held in Durban and on Thursday night,
a torchlight vigil was held on the campus steps which was attended by
over 100 students, On Thursday afternocon, a teach-in was held at the
University of Pietermaritzburg which was followed by a narch across
the campus by 1007 students who picketed on the edge of the campus for
a while. A stulent body meeting was held at University of Cape Town
and attended by 1200 students. The students held a picket protest
until 6,30 in the evening onthe de Waal Drive. .although police were
evident they did not attempt to break wp the picket. The picketing
students caused a large traffic jam which held wp cars for quite some
time,

(n Friday the students held a picket protest on the steps of the St
Georges Cathedral and this protest was broken wp by about 50 naval trainees
who ripped posters away from students and hurled sbuse at the students,
Although police were in the vieinity they did not intervene., On Friday
everdng, tthe NIEAS President and the SRC Presidents from Wits and ICT
arrived at Rhodes, A meeting was held that eveming of the student body
at Rhodes university to decide whether to go shead with the convoy as
police blocks had been set up around Grahamstown and it was understood that
the police were moving in on Alice which is the town in which Fort Hare

is aituated, Lt the same time, it was learnt that the Rector of Fort
Hare had refused to see the student delegation. The Minister of Bantu
Admimistration, Development and Education, Mr MC Botha had said that what
happens at Fort Hare is of no conesern to white students and indicated that
any white student found on the Fort Hare premises would be prosecubed,.

The student body meeting resclved that one car bearimng the NISAS President,
and SEC Presidents should drive out to Fort Hare and lay a wreath at

the foot of the James Stewary Memorial. James Stewart was the founder

of Fort Hare University Ccllege. The meeting did however indicate

that any students wishing to join the single car convoy should feel free
to do so,.

The next morming a teach-in was held at Rhodes University at which speakers
were the NIBAS President, the President of UCH, Mr ithol Fugard (the play-
wright) and a student from Fort Hare, At the end of the teach-in the

car containing the NIBAS President, the NIBAS Deputy Vice President,

Mr Aindy Murray, WCT SRC President, Phil van der Merwe and the Rhodes SRC
President, Peter Harris, left the campus for Fort Hare, The SRC Pres-
ident from Wits Umiversity had returned to his cammus. &4 telegrem

of full support was received from the University of Natal SRC Presidents
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who were unable to attend. The car bearing the student leaders arrived
in Adice which ic about 70 miles from Grohamstown to find the entrance
to the nemcrial cut off by 5 police cars and approdmstely 25 policemen
who were armed. They refused to allow the student leaders to move w
to the memerial claiming that they were trespassing and that they

would be dealt with. The student leaders howsver sought another
entrance to the menorial which is on Uop of a hill and this was even-
tually found. A 24 rile hike followed before the students arrived at
the top of the hill and at the memorial. At the memorial the NUSAS
President read out the following dedicaticn

"We stand here todeoy in remembrance of a great man and a great
humani tarian. We stand to remember = man who had a dream of
Fort Hare -- that one day it would grow into a University of
full status wher. the students would work together in pursult

of truth. where a'spirit of free enquiry would prevail and where
the evils of diseriminstion could have no place. Today we ex—
press our regret that James Stewart's dresm has not been realised,
Today int@lerable conditions of oppression prevail on the

Fort Hare campus, Students walk in fear amidst informers and
unsympathetic staff. The purs.it of truth is hampered and
strangled by bans on Iree discussion and inter-university
contact. The vight of protest is d ad., We stand here to pray
that Fort Hare will know university life in its true sense and
that its campus will Iive in a spardit of tolreance, fellowship

and the digrnity of man. Today we remember the gtudents of Fort
Hare, We will not forget thenm".

Mr Immes then laid a wreath at the foot of the memorial and the student
leaders then stiod for 2 minutes silence, he saimple ceremony was
attended byabout 150 stulents from Rhodes Urdversity, the University of
Cape Town, the University of Natal, Pietermaritzbure and the Federal
Theclogical Seminary. 5 members of the Special branch remained on the
hlltop throughout taldng photographs of the stulents who attended.
A1l students who journeyed to the memorial were stopped at a police
road block and their names were taken,

On Monday, September 16, the Haoctor of Fort Hare issued a statement

on behalf of the Fort Hare auvthorities in which he said that all students
who had been suspended could apply for re-admission to the college.

He indictaed that they should re-apply before September 26 as no
applications after that date would be aceepted, The NIBAS President
issued a statement the same day in which he ealled on student protests
shr .oughout the country to ceasns until such time as it was known which
students to be refused re-admission, So far we have heard that 190
students have reapplied for re-admission and of these 150 have already
been accepted back into the ccllepe., As the closing date for admissl on

is not yet here we cannot +ell how many students will be allowed back into
the college.

C omments

Ag yet it is too early to say how many students will be refused re-
admission, but I would estimate that it will be between 20 and 30,

I am awaiting news from the students before we atterpt &nything further
on their behalf, Hewever, a fund for the education of these students
has been started in the meanwhile on the campuses amongst students,

Onemost significant -~spect of the suspension and the proteats that
following it is the the link-up between the ifrican tribal colleges and
the almost all white english-spealdinz cempuses, It is the first time
in many years that I have seen white students really concerned zbout the
problems facing their non white fellows., On ths part of the non white
students whom I met regularly I felt that they were prepared to put far
more faith and trust in white students than they had been in the past.
Significant developments following on all this has been the move mede by
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the Umiversity College of tha Borth (Turfloop) student body when over 400
students voted wmanimously to affiliate to NIBAS. As yet we are
unaware of what action the authorities are to take in this _regard,
but it is certain that no action will be taken against the individuals
involved. In the last stages of my towr I visited the Federasl Theological
Seminary at Alice where I addressed the new SRC who indicated to me thedr
desire to affiliate to NIEAS immediately. I have been tremendously
encouraged by the events of the lastiwe k and see South Africa students
entering into a new era of their existence,

The Prime Minister attacked us on 2 occasions in the last week and the
atudents were attacked by the Minister of Bantu idminitration, Mr MC

Botha, I think it would be naive to imagine that these events will

be allowed to pass without any repercussions, on the part of the Govern-
ment, but I feel they will not take any action immediately as they fear
the comsequences of preas publicity. The events of the last week receiwved
headline coverage on the front pages of newspapers throughout the country,
Press backing then has been superb and this has a tremendous stimdus to
students and I think enabled us to get ouwr message across to the general
public. The stu’ents' action has bean haavily criticised by all Afrikaans
language newspapers and by Afrikeaans university student bodles, However,
the Ehglish-speaking campuses have reacted very well over the past week,
and I am confident that they will not fail next year.

In eonelusion, I think that it wildd be fitting for me to mention the coursge
of the students who have he~= imvolved in the protests ower the past

Fort Hare agfair, The police “hace become increasingly
provocative in their acticus, ana I have no doubt that the police were
trying to draw students out into an open fight., Under these circumsimces
I think the students conducted themselves very well indeed and I have

a graat admiration for them, Hc:nwwer, I think the most courageous stulent
body in South Africa today is the student body atv the University College

of Fort Hare.. The attitude of these students is summed wp very

aptly by one students when I asked him why they ran the terrible risk

that they did run, and he said "What is the uwse of a degree if one is

orly to become the puppet of one's degree?" Their attitude and their
courage is an example to the other students in this country and I have

nc doubt that this attitude and this courage will remain with those
atudents for .many year to coms.

Yours sincerely

DUNCAN INNES
FRES TDENT



DI/SL October 22, 1968
P/107/68

TO: SRC Presidents
Advisrzy Panel
Natioral Exanut ve
Local Committe2 Ck cmen
Dverseas Representatives

Dear Sir/Madam
Fort_Hare

In tha last circulers sart out foon Head Office I was unsure of the fate

of those students whe nad been suspended from the University College. Since
then all those suszencen except for 21 have been allowed to return to the
Coilege. The 21 whn hove bzen excluded were informed a few days before
gxams were due to be wr_tten of their exclusion from the College. They
were however to.d tha® tney would be allowed to write their exams for this
year if they wishes to '~ sn. It is not krown whether the students will

be writing oc not although this is unlikely as they have received such

short notice before exams are due to start and there is little hope of their
being able to retur to the college and begin swotting effectively hefore
the examinations are upun them,

211 those students ao have been re-admitted to the College have to sign the
following documen® befcre being allowed back
Mg IR gfr@uﬂrrgn

5544 f
UNIVERSITY COLLE(E OF FORTHHARE

; 19/9/68
I, the undurEigéEd, hereby undartale:

(1) To coenfirm the undertaking put 13 me on the 6th September, 1968 vis

"1, the undersigned, heuing read the gtotemerd, issued by the Rector on the
6th of September, 1968, hereby underitwke to Bisvofrtineemy-pertdcipation
~Arethesaihdinietreike and grnpagiiizewomrm of demonstration, to cofrbimue
with my normal el w0k, to observe strictly the rules of attendance of
lectures cs laid down in thestatement by the Rector and to submit to the
discipline of the U.iversity College of Fort Hare".

(2) To das.;t frem arny hint or attempt at intimidation also in respect
of ttudents who did not take part in the strike

(3) i~ observe stri~tly all rules and regulations as for instance those
pertain ng to discbedierce and disregard of an order or instruction given m by
any perssn or body having aothority to give it, or by word or by conduct
displayu.g @esubordination to such person or bodyy and do wilful or

negligent damage to ~ny prop=rty of the University College or of any person

or body, on the campu. or in the residences,
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(4) To put my grieveices to the Rector only through recognised and lawful
channels.

I am alsofully aware of the fact that should I at any time be found guilty
of breaking one or more of the abovementioned undertakings, I will immediately
be suspended as a2 student of the University College of Fort Hare
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The University authorities indicated after the suspension that all those
students who had been suspendesd could apply to the college for re-admission,

and their epplications would then be considered. This was deon by all

th2 students as far as I know and their applica ions were all considered.

Telegrams were sent to all but tha 21 who have beensexcluded informing them
that if they wanted to return to Fort are they should return to the college

immediately accompanisd by their parunts or guardians. An obvious difficulty

involved here was ihe lack of finances for the majority of the students,

bul somehcw they managed to sciape up the money to return to the Fort.

It should be paintad out herse that a large number of the students were in

Johannesburg at the time which is some 700 miles from Fort Hare while others

ware in the Transkei, in “ape Town and in other regions far removed from

the Eastorn “spe. Trus the T:inancial burden imposed on these students and

their families wag . - rable to say the very least., On their arrival

at the College, the students and the parents were made te sign the above

form, hefore the student couluw ve allowed teo return to the college. The

21 students who were not invited to return to the College received no

indication of this until a few days agc when they were informed that they

had been expelled and that they could return to the college if thay wanted

to write their exams for *his yooam, Jo the 21 excluded students, 12 were

amongst the 18 who wer= called up the Rector concerning the slogan painting

on the wall ofrthe main hall at the College. It was this incident you may

recall that spark.d off the whole Fort Hare sit in strike. An advisory

board of staff and parents has been appointed by the Rector at Fort Nare

in order to keep parents informed of what is hapenning on the campus and

presumably so that they can have some sort of say in the

governing of the University. It seems that there is little iilihooa

that this committee will be of much signififamce as theo parents generally

live to far away and are out of touch with the facts of the immadiate

grievances. '

Despite the fact that there have been calls for a Commission of Inguiry
into Fort Here (one of these calls wes made by the President of NUSAS)
there is strong doubt whether such a compission will be set up.

Certainly as yet there aze swu indications that this is being even considered.
It is understood that there have been no stricter application of rules

at the College and those students who have returned sre treated the

same as those who worz not suspended. It is quite clear from the document
which the students had to sign though, that should any of them "at any time
be found guilty of breaking one or more of the..... undertakings" they will
"immediately be suspended as a student of the University College of Fort
Hare"., Thus it sesms that their existence at Fort Hare is on a narrow
thread indeed.

There has been one recsignation from the Fort Mare staff, the individual
involved being a Professor Oosthuizen who is known to have pro-student
sympathies, although he has not disclosed the resscne for his leaving the Cellege.

Yours sincerely

DUNCAN INNES ANDY MURARY
FR_STDENT M ITY UTEE D0 5T



BS /MD SR/14,/68-69
8 November 1968

TO: SHRC Presidents
Executive
Local Committee Chairmen
Student Editors
Overseas Representatives
Overseas National Unions
International Orgamisations

Dear Sir/Madam,

Attach is an account of the recent developments at Fort Hare, Tou
will be kept informed of further developments as they become
known to Head Office

Yours sinerely

BARRY STREEK
Student Relations Director
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DIARY OF THE SEQIEL TO FORT HARE SIT-IN,

Shortly after the 290 suspended students returned to Fos Hare in late
September the fouwr house committees had an interview with the Rector. They

nade two requests: that permission be given for a student body meeting, and
tiiat the 21 suspended students be readmitted. Both requests were refused.

Moat of the 269 students who were back felt that the action taken against the
21 was grossly unjust, They lknew that the 21 were not the organisers of the
“it-in, nor responsible for the origimal slogans. They kidew that they were all
i1 the situation togather and they insisted that action taken against the 21
alune was sheer victimisation of these particnlar students. They felt that
they should do everything possible to have them re-admitted, as they had been.

Sab_rday 12 October:
o tudents attending a movie decided to stat on in the hall and discuss the issue.
“roy resolved to send a letter to the Rector in which they respectfully explain-

ad their requests.

Horndaxr 14th October:

“ deputation of seven students deliverad the letter and had an interview with
v1e Rector, The letter had been signed by about 190 students and requested:
‘aj that the 21 be readmitted;

o) that the 21 be allewad to write in February, should they nob be readmitted

'n Cutober,

~2) that the 21 be guaranbeed re-entry to Fort Hare in 1969.

1) that the Rector take effective action against the system of the use of
irformers who had been spreading false rumours on campus and on basis of which
zindents were getting into trouble, (One female student, for instance, had been
intorregated in Louis Trichardt during her "suspension" about a supposed plot
25 the presence of pangas and explosives on campus, )

411 of the requests were refused. The Hector, af*sr a friendly discussion,
indicated quite firmly that the matter was now closed, He also reported that

i at'ormers were not necessary in "normal" circumstances", but were in times
such as the present, The stuients became more disillusioned about the

zrtuation at Fort Hare as their position secmed hopcloss.

Uonday 218t October:
Several slogans had appeared on the library walls during the night,

Examples:  "We want 21." "Away with Nazi tactics."

"iddress or resign". "Lecturers or Jeugbond?"

- 18 significant thet the Rector made no reejorie 8 in his
vapacity as head of the universitv. He ¢ meetd students, mado
no statements and took no action, lLife went on as if nothing had happened
atil twelve days later,

g vprday gnd November— 3.00am:

.00 poliee cars with one CE and two CB registrations entered the campus and
1,00k three students away. They were Tshepo Lekhela of Beda Hall, Vietor Bambarmi

¢” Wesley Hall and Winston imos also of Wesley Hall.




W. Amos was brought back between 6,00 a.,m, and 7,00 a.m, as he had to write
an examination at 9,00a,m, He reported that he had been held at the local
charge office, Victor Bambani was also due to write an examination, but has
not allowed to do so.

10.30p,m,  Victor's parents arrived all the way from Kimberley to see their
son — on & normal visit, They were told that he had been taken away by the
police during the nmight. The Wardsn advised them to ses the Rector as he

could give them no further information. They telephoned the Rector who reported
that "the mattor was no longer in his hands - the State was now in charge," He
advised them to see the police,

MIDNIGHT:~ Viectur's father saw the police but was given no further information,
The police began to question him instead and advised him to go home. They
accomparnied him to his car and then tock Winaton into detention who had been
waiting in the car.

1.004.M. The police arrived on campus and took two more students into detention-

Mr M, Tena and Mr, J. Ntscbenra.

’ h:@;’;T 00 £i,M.: The police arrived after midmight again and detained
lMr Hope Jamba, '

MOMDLY MORNING: The police detained Mr Simon Mabusela,

ONDLY 4,00 P.M, : The three police cars arrived again with Victor and entered
Wesley Hall where they appeared to search his room,

They returned again with each of the other stulents singly, entsred their r
respective residences and appeared to search their rooms, They did this with
all except Tshepo., He has not been seen since his detention!

6.15 p.m.: The police arrived with Victor for a second time and entered the
science department for a while = then drove off again,

During the weekend fellow students went to the police station to enquire about
thie seven who had been detained. On the Saturday at.Midday one growp of 3
students were told by a White constable at the police station that no-one at
thﬁ]pﬂ]ina station knew amything about the seven or where they were. The same

n. ative information was offered to other groups whe enquired. However, as that
g-oup of three left the station they enquired again from some African constables

“hen encouraged

‘nstrustions,

‘he position now is that the police have refused to give any information, evem
io parents. Some of the students have now been detained for more than 100 hours,
nd no-one knows on what logal basig - whether they have boon arrested or ale .
Sotained ynder "180 days." No—one knows where they are or what offence they

o Suwpposedly smuilty of, as no charge has yet been made against them.



April 14, 1969, FRESS REIEASE 2,69

The Rector of Fort Ecre has accused MBaS and certain newspapera .of
issuinr irresponsible statensnts on conditions =t Fort dare, NBAS
hes not Cone this, NB.S L3 prasented the facts and spoltan the

trutl on what is oceurring at Fort Hars as opposed to the recent
statement by the Rector, which consists nainly of vague gensralisstions.

The Rector ssys, for example, that 22 stulents were expelled last
year for playinz "z leadinz rolaz in the student unrest®, If they
pleyed a leading role as ths Rector says, how does he account for
the faet that at lsast three of the expelled students were not even
at Fort Hare when the protests bez;an? They were in Port Elizabeth
which i3 over 100 milea awoy,

The Ractor says that fefusal of admission on academic grounds is
"norial Practice™, and that "2 number of students” have been refused
periiss’on on these rrounds, Why does the Rector not tell us how
meiyy hewve bsen refusad? A conservetive estimetion of the informetion
at ry dispeszl leads me to believe that 70 students were excliided on
these zrounds this year,

The Rector c¢l-iins that 9 students have been expelled this year for
drunkenness and sicvilar offences, I know ~f no white wdversity in
South Africa which expels studants for a trifling offénca such as
drunkeness and I want to know why black students should be treated
differently from whites,

Does the Recter deny that.on his campus students are subjected to
the following renressive rules?

1) ilo student iey lesave the czmpus without permission from the Rector
or his deputdies.

2) ‘o stulent or amisation ezn be set wp without prior amproval of
the Rector, '

3) o student mestinr can be held en the carmpus without the permission
of the Rector,

4) o nagagine,”perphlet or puh]inaﬁ.ﬂn frr which students are
raﬂi:rcrﬂﬂlhlﬁ can he circulated without permission from the Rector,

5) "o statement can be given to the Press on behnlf 'Df the students
mtm::ut the Rector's permisson,

6) o ~utgider "may be upon the College grounds as a viaitor" a.m:! no
Fort Hare student may visit any other institution without the
paraiassion of the Rector, and then only under certain conditions,

Thesa rezulations dn not exist at out white widwversities, If they
do not exist at Fort Hare, I challenge the Rector to demy them,

According to my figzures, there are just over 400 students at Fort
Hare tids year. .Anpreodnstely 40 students have been expelled from
Fort Hore since the higinning of the year for reasons othear than
aczdemic., This is about ‘I?ﬂth of the studsnt population and they
heve baan expelled in only sex weeks,
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The Govarment clesins that it is doing as much as it can to improve the
gtanfard of black sdweation in South Africa, Then how do thsy acccunt
for ths fact thzt in ten years from 1958 to 1968, the enrolment

fisures at Fort Hore increasad from 438 to 451, which is a total of 13,
while two of our whitse umiversitiess, Witwntersrand and Cape Town, i
inersasad by 3,521 and 2,432 respectively over the same period of
tin=2? The Govermment is doing practiecally nothing for black educ-
ation whan compsrad to what they are deing for white educ~tion.

lest voar there were 74,330 students studying on South African caspuses,
Of t:.2se, 65,745 wers white and 8,585 wers non-white., That means

thot of a1l these studants only 11,6, are non-white, although there ars
four tHizs 28 nany non-whites in South Africc than thers are whites.

If ha Government f22ls that v criticiasms ars unfoundad why don't
ther get up a2n indsnendent cosiission of inquiry to investigate ths
tribhel colleges, similar to their present covwdssions imvestigating
the wvdite udversities? NiE-S5 would gladly assist in such an
inowirr as we balisva the matter of black educ-tion is vitel for the
future of South Africa, and we baliesve that not nearly =2ncuzh is
being cone about it.

DUIC L3 TS
PRESTDA.T

Plsase lote: lNew Address

20/ Wolray Housa
37 Suitenkant Strast
Car & TCLT
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