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% Most people in South Africa have no say in how  Elwe
counbry 1s governed. Most people also have no say in how

their cily or town is governed

This means Lhey have no say in decisions relating Lo

Lheir laily needds, such as  healbth, housing., waler Al
electricity provision etbe

1 The governmenlt, set  up management commibtters, communily
councils or li &\li.ﬁl-li'i commi LlLees, (BTN Lhese have  Lbeen

rejecited by the people, hecause tLhey are nol a subsbitulbe
fowr real, democratic local governmenl

* These puppet bodies tried to raise rents to gel money Lo
pay for services and Lo upgrade Lhe Lownshiaps

b Ml Over Lhe counbry, peaple hawve gone - on renl o
service charges hoycolts, for Lwoy reasons — Lo procest al
increases, and to protest at having no  say in local
governmeant

i 1 he2 I:']t'J\fEr‘nl'FlE'lL{,hhﬂE lll':."i??'l forced to make new proposals  om

§ s T -
i the cities should be governed
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Phe THORMILLL COMMITTEE made new proposals

in May this year Lo
Lhe government. It proposes: .
L LGl OPTION
Fach town and city must hold a "local rmlaba® to decide

I il shouald be governed in Lhe fuabture

¥ MizW Al

A new Act will be passed which will include general_orules
fesr  all towna and cities, including rules on Lheir
. powers, dubties and how they are financedl

The Nct will also say whalt the boundaries of each city
are = what areas are bto be inc luded

¥ LOenl, CHnRTER

The angreesent reached will be made law by bthe Provincial

Administrator, through granting a " local charter’ Lo thal
tenmwpn o ca Ly,
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' THORNHILL: ANC SUSPICIONS

The Thomhill committeé’s proposals for anew local govermiment system may face
a hostile reception from civic associations sympathetic 1o the African National
Congress. A draft discission document on the proposals by the Centre for
Development Studies, an ANC/"Mass Democratic Movement” think-tank, is
sharply critical of the proposals.

In informal discussions, ANC and other anti-apartheid activists express similar
objections to the proposals to those in the CDS document,

They insist that a “local option™ which allows some cities to retain racial local

authorities is unacceptable. They sav that a single, non-racial. local government
svsteim must be introduced.

Indabas Rejected

The CDS document. which is intended to stimulate discussion only, also criticises
the “local indabas™ including all interest groups proposed by the Thombill report.

It fears thar all orgamsatans in a citv, regardless ol their suppon. will have an
equal sav in designing a new system. This. it savs, would allow minorities as much
say as the majority. 1t implies that a local “constituent assembly™, in which all
residents elect those who degign the ney svsiem. is preferable.

The document accepts that the report is a major shift in govemmment thinking
. because it acknowledges that racial local government will have to go. This is a
“victory for the MDM",

But it alleges that it is also an attempt o defuse demands for immedjate local
government reform by placing the responsibility for change onto individual cities.

“Local option”, it says.=will allow 4"Conservative Party apartheid™ 1o be
perpetuated in some areas. '

CDS says a new local government svstem must stipulate that all local authorities
must be non-racial, demoeratic. and encourage redistribution of resources,
Within that, cities could choosé their own 1.{2“:‘11 government fonns.

It also rejects the Thornhill s-.lgges}mn that “neighbourhood commitiees™ have

some municipal powers because this will give wealthy areas the power to take
decisions which should be taken by the 2lected local authority.

[I‘.If{‘.illlﬂ.h Talks

Although the CDS response and the Thomhill proposals seem wide nparl the gap
may not be unbridgable.

CDS and “civies” still favour inform.al negotiation over new local government
systems in particular cities = outside the framework proposed by the Thombill
report. Some government spokesmen say that it will not insist that local negotiations
are chgnnelled through its framework — inforal talks will not be obstructed and,
if they produce agreements, the government might allow these to be implemented.

If this becomes the government view, the way may be open for some cities to
negotiate and implement new local govemment systems.
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To respond effectively, we must consult the grassroots

Each region is holding workshops to discuss these issues

¥ The resullts of these discussions will be Laken to

a
Mational Conference in October

Wi TT DO WIE NI

¥ We need a national response which takes inlo account
a P L) = ) . ¥ ]
regional differerdces in conditions and strategies

¥ We need to make sure Lhat the issues of local government
are part of Hﬁ'l’]l’.‘rN!lL censtitulional negotiations

L We need to demand that the Broup Areas Act
[Tlegyal Sqgualling nect are scrapped
government can be reformed

and Liwe
bhefore local

¥ We need to demandftjaingleﬁtax base for

~the rates paid by factories, offices and shops to Lhe

council is created by all who live in the city and should
be shared by all

egach town or city

¥  We need to draw up national principles for post-apartheid
councils, e.g. non-racial, democratic and accountable

¥ We urgently need Lo do our own

research into how to
democratise local government



WHIAT RESEARCHH NMEEDS TO EIE DONMET

e need to study amd discuss issues such as:

¥

how can we make local government accountable and
democratic?

how should people be represented on cily councils?

hoow can  we make RS0's and Lhe CFA

more democratic and
accountable’

hiw should the boundaries of "one cily’

bhe drawn™? wmhiieh
areas should be ihocluded?

how should towns B.l"tll:l cities be financed? will a "single
tax hase’ be the answer?

is " there enough money ‘to  meet everyone's
housing and services?

if Lthere isnt enough money, where should we find
money? what things need to be funded first?

needs for

mor e

what should bhe the central government’'s

role in Tinancing
local government?

what should we be doing to prepare

ourselves to govern
our towns and cities?
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FRNESSURES TO . NMNEGOTIATES?

MAKE INTERIM AGREEMENTS ORNLY :

L}

local negotiations can and must continue, amd can help to

deepen dual power, bubt nothing FPERMANENT should be areed
Lo

LEARN FROM OTHER STRUGGLES

i

lessons from local negotiations should be shared and fed
into national strategies

SET PRECONDITIONS

1

DONT

is the hurry?

civics can demand Lhat .mancoms and communily councils are
scrapped before agreeing Lo Lalk
civics can demand that local issues,
shack demolitions or scrapping
before agreeing to talk

such as slkopping
rent arrears are afddressed

BE FPRESSURED INTO AUICK RESPONSES

civics can demand time to consult umbrella

struc tures
before having talks

the law does not allovaygon—-raclal councils yet, so whal

civics can demand Lo have Lheir experlts present at all
meetings wikth the council :

BUILID UNITY

*

%

develop civic structures across ‘racial’ divisions

dont have separate .talks
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CILVESTIONS. FOR DISCUSSIONM

1. what is happening in our region? are there lessons we can
share?
2. what preconditic .s should be set before civics Lalb

white councils?

3 what ideas do we have for democratising local
in our town/city?

4. what calls or campaigns could we take up over
government’

0. how should the democratic movement respond to

Thornhill proposals?

L Wt (s TR Ble ) SAMmwa ?
| olemo crotisw)  locak Governirenl

governmen b
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