
2. Graft 
All shapes, colours and sizes they come in, our practi­
tioners of graft. From Cabinet Ministers downwards, you 
find them everywhere. Their activities provide about the 
only growth sector, apart from the security business, that 
our economy can now boast of. 
What is the Government going to do about them? 
Mr P. W. Botha came to office assuring us that he was 
going to root out corruption. Ten years later it proliferates, 
the tri-cameral system providing a whole new field of rich 
pickings for anyone who hasn't been able to make them in 
or out of the homelands. 

Is P.W.'s successor, whoever he may be, likely to try 
harder and do better than he did? Unless there is a funda­
mental change in policy we doubt it. Most of the grafters 
have made their money out of apartheid. Apartheid was 

expressly designed to keep the best pickings from our 
society in white hands, in order to make sure that they 
would stay there it was necessary to ensure that power 
remained in white hands. To that end anything was justi­
fied. From the day that the first step was taken to remove 
Coloured voters from the Common Roll our Government's 
actions have been governed by one simple rule — apar­
theid's ends are justified, no matter what the means. Small 
wonder that the corrupting influence of that philosophy of 
the end justifying the means should have seeped through 
into almost every level of our society. 
Until apartheid goes and our actions are inspired by some 
higher motivation than it has provided we are unlikely to 
make any significant impact on the massive scale of the 
graft we live with now. And even then, the habits which 
have been formed in the last 40 years will take some watch­
ing if they are not to subvert the integrity of the society 
which comes after it.Q 


