
The conventional wisdom both of the capitalist and of the 
communist worlds assumes that the form of 'development' 
that has taken place in Western Europe and the United 
States or in Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union has 
some sort of universal val idity, Accept these premises and 
the recent history of Ghana looks like a case of tragic 
decline. But suppose that Afr ican societies, at least those 
societies which have not been messed up, as is the case in 
South Afr ica, by excessive alien interference, are simply 
not adapted — for historical, politico-social and ecological 
reasons — to carry the burden (or should one not say the 
incubus?) of the urban-based bureaucratic state. Things 
may seem to be 'fal l ing apart' in Ghana, local economies 
returning to a greater measure of self-sufficiency, communit­
ies, less closely in touch wi th the outside wor ld as a result 

of the breakdown in communicat ion, f inding themselves 
wi th no alternative but to run their own affairs w i thout 
assistance, advice or interference f rom the agents of the 
centralizing state. These points must be made in a spirit 
of speculation. In Ghana, as in many other Afr ican coun­
tries, it is impossible for an outsider to f ind out what is 
really happening away f rom the capital and one or two 
other major towns. Ghanaians are a people of w i t and 
intelligence. It may well be that they are now in the 
process of working out a system and a philosophy of life 
that is going to prove much more relevant to the strains 
of the 21st century than the easy nostrums of the develop­
ment economists and the polit ical scientists. So Ghana 
may well have some important lessons — and probably 
some pretty hard lessons — to teach the rest of us. • 

Iby KEYAN G. TOMASELLH 

'ADAPT OR DIE': MILITARIZATION AND 

THE SOUTH AFRICAN MEDIA 

1976 -1982 
"Join the army, see the wor ld , meet interesting 

people and ki l l them. Over and out ... . " 

Souvenir T-shirts, Omega Rest Camp, 'the 
Border', 1982. 

"Study . . . animal, insect, and plantl i fe, handwork, 
mountain-cl imbing, court-cases, concerts, film-shows, 
tenniquoits, volleyball, hunting terrorists, swimming 
. . . (The camp wi l l be conducted on a Christian basis). 

Programme brochure, 34th Afrikaans Holiday 
Camp, 1983 (emphasis added). 

The media are a prime site of ideological struggle in South 
Afr ica. Press, f i lm and broadcasting have, since the turn of 
the century, provided the motor for the growth and accep­
tance of the Afrikaans language and its associated National­
ist spirit. 

More recently, w i th the fall of white rule in Mozambique, 
Angola and Zimbabwe, increasing pressures on 'South 
West Afr ica ' , and a growing internal resistance, the media 
have been progressively co-opted by the South African 
Defence Force (SADF) both in terms of what they report 
and how they report. This co-option is not whol ly coer­
cive, for the commercial media, w i th their vested interest 
in economic and commercial stabil i ty, articulate the ideo­
logy of organised capitalist interests. These interests — 
whether national or international — and those of the 
SADF (and the state) began to converge after the Soweto 
uprising in June 1976. 

'THE TOTAL STRATEGY' 

THE SOCIALIZATION OF DANGER 

To understand the relationship between the mil i tary and 
the media in South Afr ica, it is first necessary to discuss 
the ideological rhetoric of what the state terms the ' total 
strategy' and its related catch-phrases, ' total war', ' total 
onslaught' and ' total survival'. The aim of the 'total 
strategy' is to prepare South Afr ica mi l i tar i ly, economically, 
polit ically and psychologically to f ight what is seen as a 
' total war' against the 'total onslaught' waged on South 
Africa not only by communists, leftists and liberals, but 
America and the West as wel l . This strategy encompasses 
the state, the private sector, diplomacy and state-funded 
scientific research and armaments organizations. Para­
mil i tary in posture, it has infi l trated all areas of l i fe, in­
cluding holiday camps and T-shirts. 

The ' total strategy' is not a planned conspiracy but is 
the result of a new balance of forces deriving f rom changes 
in the polit ical economy, South Africa's relationship to 
international monopoly capital, pol i t ico-mil i tary initiatives 
and the restructuring of the class alliance. These elements 
coalesced at more or less the sarhe t ime (the mid-1970s) 
and led to the convergence and cooperation of previously 
confl ict ing interests. The emerging hegemony consists of 
the white bourgeoisie and petty bourgeoisie (as well as 
remnants of the white working class), the rural black 
bourgeoisie (the black homeland leaders and businessmen) 
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and the new urban black middle classes. A t the bot tom 
of the hierarchy is the rural proletariat, peasant farmers 
and the working classes who now face a doubly articulated 
repression: f rom the white-governed South Afr ican state 
and the apparently black-governed 'nat ional ' states which 
nestle w i th in i t . 

As a mil i tary doctr ine, the ' total strategy' is not the brain­
child of the National Party, nor the SADF. Its origins can 
be traced to the 18th Century writings of the Prussian 
mil i tary philosopher, Karl van Clausewits. The concept 
has been adapted by the PW Botha administration and 
punted under the guise of 'democracy' and 'survival'. 
The basic aim is to engender voluntary — as opposed to 
coerced — support for racial capitalism through the re­
structuring of fundamental economic and polit ical relation­
ships between and wi th in classes, between classes and the 
state, between the state and the economy, and w i th in the 
state itself .2 Or, as the Prime Minister put i t : "We must 
adapt or we wi l l d ie".3 

State manipulation of media agencies is thus merely one 
aspect of the ' total strategy'. Not only are the mass media 
to be co-opted in the 'national interest' to wage psycho­
logical war against a 'Marxist enemy', but they are also 
harnessed to prepare local citizens to accept the emerging 
re-alignment of social classes, the restructuring of the 
economy and a revised set of social relations in the work­
place. Since 1977, white viewers have increasingly been 
exposed to black faces on TV1 (the so-called white channel) 
and black viewers of TV2 /3 (the 'black' channels which 
have been broadcasting to urban areas since 1982) are 
being subtly persuaded to accept their new class positions 
in an urban, industrial economy. Simultaneously, they are 
persuaded of the ' fact ' of the homelands and are conti­
nually reassured that the people 'back home' are being 
adequately cared for by the homeland governments. Radio 
Bantu caters primarily for this latter audience, as well as 
for schoolchildren, to persuade them to become 'econo­
mically dynamic persons" who must learn to earn their 
"dai ly bread by performing labour"4. 

Recent years have witnessed a shift of power f rom the 
police to the mil i tary. This was inevitable given the 
growing intensity of the guerilla war on South Africa's 
borders, the extent of internal dissent, the arms boycott 
which stimulated the growth of a mil i tary-industrial com­
plex, and the assumption of the Premiership by PW Botha, 
previously Minister of Defence. News manipulation — 
especially in police, mil i tary and security matters — is 
now a matter of course, enforced by draconian legislation 
and the threat of vicious penalties guaranteed to intimidate 
the most courageous newspaper or journalist. 

Along w i th the mil itarization of South Afr ican society has 
occurred a quantitative increase in the mass media of 
images of the mil i tary and security forces. Three examples 
wi l l be discussed: cinema, broadcasting and the press. 

INTO BATTLE: THE BORDER WAR FILMS 

Whereas it took the American f i lm industry more than ten 
years to come to terms wi th the Vietnam War, the South 
Afr ican f i lm industry fol lowed the troops into action w i th 
no qualms at all. The first phase initiated by Aanslag op 
Kariba (Attack on Kariba - 1973) fu l ly identif ied w i th 
the South African Police presence in the Rhodesian bush war. 
A second category portended the confl ict that was to come 
in the mid-1970s: Kaptein Caprivi (1972) Ses So/date 

(Six Soldiers — 1975) and Hank, Hennery and Friend 
(1976). The second phase includes fi lms like Terrorist 
(1978) and Grensbasis 13 (Borderbase 13 - 1979) 
which reflect the bush war more accurately than previous 
fi lms. The third phase relocates the struggle to the ci ty. 
While the emphasis on the Border War is maintained, 
fi lms like 40 Days (1979) and April '80 (1980) reflect 
the context of the 'total onslaught' f rom the perspectives 
of civilian life, and urban terrorism. This thematic line 
is developed in television. 

Although reflecting different phases and categories of 
internal and external attacks on South Afr ica, all these 
fi lms interpret reality through a simplistic reduction to 
binary opposites: good vs bad, war vs peace and blacks 
vs. whites. More specifically, the oppositions are terrorist 
(black) = bad; soldier/policeman/student informer 
(white) = good: and ' loyal ' black (especially those on the 
side of the South African forces) = good + bad (a sort of 
reformed black). Indeed, scriptwriters f ind it necessary 
to include a few token blacks on the side of the South 
Afr ican forces to mask the racial character of the slaughter 
they perform. These themes are not restricted only to 
f i lm . They recur in television series like Taakmag (Task 
Force), and the way the news and documentary material 
is presented on the broadcast media, the press, including 
the English language press, radio soap operas (particularly 
those in Afrikaans), and magazines. Literature has offered 
a ferti le source for f i lm scripts: Whispering Death (1977) 
and Wild Geese (1977) by Daniel Carney, and Game for 
Vultures (1979) by Michael Hartman5. 

The mil i tary themes in cinema take for granted a number 
of basic assumptions which later permeated other media 
as wel l . First, as in Terrorist, for example, the guerilla 
war is unmotivated: it involves a mindless racial slaughter 
where black must ki l l whi te. 

The second point concerns the ubiquitous references to 
'the Border'. Like the ' total strategy', 'the Border' is a 
state of being. It is geographically locatable w i th in the 
'total strategy': it's there, omnipresent and continuous, a 
state to be expected, inevitable - like sleeping or death. 
The term, 'the Border' has seeped unconsciously into our 
quotidian linguistic patterns: it is found not only in the 
media, but in everyday conversation f rom radio broadcasts 
of Forces' Favourites to the assumption that anybody in 
the army is at the'Border', irrespective of his actual location. 

Third ly, whites are, of course, dominant. While black 
soldiers are seen, they are rarely heard. Where they are cast 
in roles which command respect, they are still 'kaff irs' , as in 
Wild Geese. Here, the African President to be rescued by 
the mercenaries, one of whom is an Afr ikaner, is repeatedly 
labelled as " the best there is" . But " the best there is " is 
shown as sick, t ired and dying, literally carried on the 
backs of whites, and the Afrikaner mercenary in particular. 
The relationship between the police/mil i tary and the ordi­
nary population is the four th point. Seen in Grensbasis 13, 
40 Days and April '80, i t privileges Institutionalism over 
Individualism. The dialectic in 40 Days, for example, is 
blatant: Police (good) vs disco sub-culture (bad); Defence 
Force (good) vs personal chaos (bad). 
The police are portrayed as charming, fr iendly fellows, 
and w i t h the SADF are seen as the only viable agents of 
stabil i ty, law and order. (This uncharacteristic image of 
the Police also surfaced in an incredibly amateurish tele­
vision series called Big City Beat). In the cinema fi lms and 

9 



documentary television series, the way the news of the 
troops in action is shot and the style of press coverage is 
a deif ication or, at least hero-building, of 'our brave young 
boys in act ion' . This romantic image is contrasted w i th 
the population back home who are untroubled by the 
Border War. They are shown merely getting on w i th their 
lives as if nothing serious — apart f rom inf lat ion — is 
happening. The implication is that nothing is wrong. We 
are in the safe hands of the Police and Defence Forces. 

Unlike television, the f i lm industry does not have financial 
links w i th the state, although feature fi lms do get a subsidy 
based on box office income. Only one f i lm on the Border 
War, Escape from Angola (1977), was financed directly by 
the Department of Information in conjunction w i th an 
American company. It failed and was wi thdrawn. In any 
event, the relationship between the f i lm industry and the 
state is a cooperative one. Fi lm scripts, for example, are 
usually submitted to the police, security police and 
mil i tary for comments and suggestions and their sanction. 

TELEVISION: SPEARHEAD FOR THE CO-OPTION 
OF ENGLISH SPEAKERS 

Despite the gathering momentum of the 'total strategy', 
liberal English speaking South Africans remained sceptical 
of the ' total onslaught'. The massive mobil ization which 
fol lowed South Africa's invasion of Angola in 1975 
did l i tt le to reassure them. Inept television propaganda 
re-enactments of the key battles of the war such as Bridge 
14/Brug 14 did not stem the growing incidence of draft 
dodging. The established media have been prevented 
f rom reporting on the thousands of male South Africans 
(mainly English speakers) who have fled the country. Most 
were students or graduates and it is not surprising therefore, 
that universities have become prime targets for SADF 
attention. 

The introduct ion of a state-controlled television service as 
late as 1976 coincided w i th a crucial historical conjuncture: 
the invasion of Angola, the restructuring of capital and 
the class alliance, the adjustment of the polit ical economy 
f rom competitive to monopoly capitalism, and the attempts 
by a clique of power-hungry elements wi th in the National 
Party to secure control of the media through the secret 
acquisition of shares through f ront companies, led to a 
'bloodless coup' w i th the mil i tary faction ascendant. 
Rhodesia became Zimbabwe in 1979 and the Namibian 
question retained a high profi le as did the escalating war 
w i th the increased presence of Cuban troops in Angola. 

According to General Magnus Malan, Minister of Defence, 
the ' total strategy' "means a national reorientation aimed 
at survival while at the same t ime ensuring the continued 
advancement of the well-being of all South Afr icans' '^ . 
English speakers, it appeared, were resisting the "national 
or ientat ion". Hence, the SADF apparently decided to 
place pressure on the Television Service of the South 
Afr ican Broadcasting Corporation (SABC-TV) to produce 
and relay propaganda programmes to English speakers to 
convince them of the economic basis of the 'total onslaught' 
as well as to glorify the various arms of the Defence Force. 
In 1978 the English Documentaries Department was in­
structed to cease production of current projects and to 
concentrate on "a top pr ior i ty documentary that would 
portray South Africa's mi l i tary preparedness in the face of 
'events to the nor th ' which would restore confidence and 

build up 'the wi l l of the people'7. Faced wi th the refusal of 
all seven producers, the SABC tried to legitimise its action 
by comparing the present South African situation w i th 
propaganda fi lms which had been made by notable directors 
during the Second World War. The producers remained 
unmoved and fought back wi th demands to make "socially 
relevant" f i lms. The SABC responded by shifting the 
producers sideways into non-contentious departments like 
Variety and Sport, banished one to a technical job, while 
another, Kevin Harris, was fired for surreptitiously broad­
casting a programme on Soweto's Baragwanath Hospital 
which he had been instructed to censor. 
During the next two years the SABC broadcast at least 
eight documentaries on different divisions of the armed 
forces, made by a private contractor. One Afrikaans drama 
series, Opcfrag (Mandate), was set in an army barracks and 
Taakmag was described as an 'anti-terrorist' series. A 
beautiful ly romantic series by A l Venter purported to have 
been made w i th the troops in action. The actuali ty, how­
ever, was not supported by the measured photography and 
the cutt ing techniques evident to the more experienced 
eye. That Venter was wounded during one of the scenes 
added a spurious authentici ty. Similar images recur in 
press reports and pictures, dealt w i th in the next section. 

Further direct intervention by the SADF in 1980 calling on 
the SABC to " n u l l i f y " the Opposition attack on the Defence 
Force budget during the Parliamentary session merely con­
f irmed SABC-SADF links. Images of the mil i tary and the 
police now recur constantly on magazine and news pro­
grammes and the viewer is only reminded of their subtle 
intrusion when confronted w i th the crude representation 
of these agencies by less experienced producers. 

THE PRESS: THE FOLK HEROES OF BATTLE 
Other than The Citizen, init ial ly set up by the Department 
of Information, the press has no financial links w i th the 
state. Being liberal in orientat ion, apparently anti-apartheid 
and undeniably critical of the government, one might have 
expected the English language press to be against the war 
effort. Al though critical of some general aspects of the 
war, it is uncritical of mil i tary action itself. This supportive 
stance occurs because the English press is as much part of 
the System as its Afrikaans counterpart. While it wishes 
to see the end of apartheid, it remains wedded to the class 
structure which underlies racial capitalism. Although scorn­
fu l of the politics of ' total strategy', it is tied to it because 
the strategy is designed to ensure economic stabil ity in the 
face of change. 

The English press's att i tude towards the war can be illus­
trated by means of a content analysis of The Sunday Times 
of 2 May 1982 (see opposite). The "ambush" story 
is clearly prominent. Underneath it is a seemingly less 
important story about the disappearance of an ex-detainee. 
The three war pictures are in colour, connoting realism 
which naturalises the war situation. These photographs 
are starkly contrasted w i th the monochrome shot of the 
missing ex-detainee, who is downgraded in terms of news 
value. 
The photograph of the helicopter tails against the yellow-
orange sunrise recalls the prime-time Venter documentary 
series and suggests a romantic, even poetic, interpretation. 
This picture is indexical of beauty, peace and tranqui l i ty 
and symbolic of a well-equipped 'ready' Defence Force. The 
romanticism is reinforced by the left photograph of the 
"he ro " and the right one of a black " t roop ie " being 
attended to . The suggestion is one of racial cooperation 
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The young lieutenant who defied Swapo bullets as his men fell around him 

Hero of a deadly ambush 
THE early morning 
South West Africa calm 
was shatterd by the 
scream of Swapo rock­
ets, the deathly rattle of 
machine-gun fire, the 
thump of mortars. 

It was Wednesday. Swapo 
were ambushing a South Afri­
can patrol about 120km east of 
Ondangwa and 15km inside SWA 
territory. 

A young South African lieutenant was 
flung to the ground. Eight bullets ripped 
into his back-pack. 

Choppers at dawn — the craft used to evacuate the Injured 

ighta 
But bravely he joined the 

battle, firing at the enemy 
with his R4 rifle. 

A Swapo bullet shattered 
his right hand 

Lt Jan van Deventer re­
fused to to give up the fight. 

He grabbed his rifle in the 
left hand and continued to re-

Alongside, his close friend, 
a corporal, fell to the ground. 

He was dead 
The firefight raged on. 

During the next 15 minutes 
the officer saw four more of 
his comrades injured — two 
seriously. 

A radio call went out for 
reinforcements 

Swapo, under intense pres­
sure from the accurate South 
African counter-attack, de­
cided they'd had enough. 

Dragging three dead and a 
number of injured with them, 
the terrorists fled north — to 
the sanctuary of the Angolan 

At Ondangwa two helicop­
ters were scrambled to carry 

sticks of fresh troops into 

rTII get them for killing my mate!-] 
BLOOD poured from Lieutenant Jan van 
Deventer s badly wounded right arm. 

He looked across at the body of his dead 
friend and corporal. 

Tears welled into his battle-hardened eyes. 
"There's one thing you can be sure of: I'm 

going to be back. I'm going to get them for 
killing my mate." 

He had been the leader of the patrol, and 
he told me the story of the Swapo ambush. 

"We had spent the night at a temporary 
base in the bush and moved out early on 
Wednesday morning," he said. 

"It was our job to patrol a certain area." 
He said his platoon had not ravelled far 

from their bush base when the; reached a 
small dusty road. 

"I spread out two of my sections and asked 
for cover as I took the third section across 
the open area. 

"The procedure was that they would fol­
low after we had secured the area across the 

"I was leading the section and was in the 
middle of the road when Swapo hit us with 
everything they had. 

"There must have been more than 40 of 
them and they struck us with mortars, rock­
ets, machine gun and rifle fire." 

The lieutenant said he was flung to the 
ground as bullets ripped into his backpack. 

"I was hit on the top of my right arm but 
still managed to return fire. 

"The next moment a bullet smashed my 
right hand and I could not hold my rifle." 

He said he then grabbed the R4 with his 
left hand and continued to return fire. 

"The battle lasted about 15 minutes before 
Swapo decided to run for it," he said. 

jured were aboard 
The doctor and I were in a 

chopper with the most seri­
ously injured rifleman, the 
one with two chest wounds 

The space in the chopper 
was confined. But the doctor 
went to work immediately. 

After giving the patient ad­
ditional pain killers, Capt de 
Villiers inserted a drip I as­
sisted him. 

While I held the plastic bag 
containing the life-giving flu­
id, the doctor worked furious­
ly on his patient. 

A minute later the doctor 
shook his head and spoke to 
the flight engineer 

Within six minutes we 
landed at a small military 
camp in the Nkongo area 

Another doctor was wait-

The camp doctor went to 
the aid of the man with the 
abdomina l wound, while 
Capt de Villiers treated his 
patient. 

Treatment U..k place on 
the runway. 

Wound 

the < the 
injured. 

A young doctor and I clam­
bered aboard as the helicop­
ters were about to lift off. 

Seconds later we were 
skimming across the bush at 
tree-top height towards the 
battle area 

Horrors 

The troopies .n our chop­
per were young 

But they were battle har­
dened. Their faces and their 
marner told that thev knew 
the horrors of war. 

Some sat with their legs 
hanging out the open doors of 
the chopper — their rifles 
pointing to the dense bush be­
low, their eyes watchful for 
signs of the enemy. 

The doctor, Captain Neels 
de Viliers, shouted above the 
roar of the chooper. 

He spoke of his feelings 
about going in on the first 

Report and pictures by 
Sunday Times Military 
Correspondent 
KEN SLADE who flew 
in with the first 
wave o£ reinforcements 

bullet holes were 
and two additio 
inserted. 

"You're doing tine lau, 
you're going to be all right,' 
the doctor told the soldier 
constantly 

The rifleman was loaded 
into the same chopper as the 

wound 
I climbed into the helicop­

ter with the three other 
injured 

The following day Dr de 
Viihe told 

" T h e . ays 

Lt Jan van Deventer who was hit in the right hand and arm by Swapo buiiets 

apprehension." 
"Apprehension not only for 

the condition of the injured, 
but obviously also for my 
own safety." 

From the chopper door­
way I saw a column of yellow 
smoke rising out of the bush a 
few kilometres away. 

"That will be our men 
down there," a troopie said to 
me as the helicopter veered 
in a stomach-wtenching side-

skip towards the target. 
"You can jump out with the 

troops. But, keep low and 
look for c o v e r , " I w a s 
ordered. 

The choppers hovered. We 
jumped. 

I hit the ground after the 
doctor and followed hard on 
his heels. 

The two ai;craft ,'M'nerii 
ately swept ou; of the area in 
high-speed climbs. 

I was lying flat on my 
stomach under a thorn bush. 

Our troops formed a defen­
sive perimeter around the 
l a n d i n g zone and the 
wounded. 

The troopies were eager to, 
chase the enemy. But the 
first priority was to get the 
wounded to hospital. 

I crawled to a tree where 
the doctor was already work­
ing on the injured. 

"One of ours is dead," he 
said grimly. 

There were five injured. 
Three walking wounded and 
two on stretchers. 

As soon as the terrorists 
began their retreat, the South 
Africans administered "bud­
dy aid" to their injured. 

So when the doctor arrived 
bomb bandages and pain kill­
ers had already been applied. 

The doctor warned that the 
two serious cases could die 
within hours unless they re­
ceived proper attention. 

One troopie had two bul­
lets in the chest, ^he other 
had been shot in the lower 
abdomen. 

Tr-e less ser.iusly injured 

were the lieutenant with bul­
let wounds in the arm and 
hand, a rifleman with a 
shrapnel wound in the hand, 
and another rifleman with a 
jaw wound. 

The rifleman with the jaw 
wound was spitting blood. 
But he grinned at me and 
gave a thumbs-up sign. 

The choppers were re­
called. Within seconds the in-

Brigadier R "Witkop" Ba-
denhorst, officer in charge of 
the area, said the ambush 
was carried out by Swapo — 
"just to please their sponsors, 
the Russians. 

'But Swapo will only 
chance an ambush against 
our troops if they think condi­
tions are completely in their 
favour," he said. 

Swapo are cowards. They 
don't like to meet us in a 
straight encounter because 
they know who will win. 

"Wednesday's ambush was 
most definitely an exception 

'I can assure you, howev­
er', that we will chase them 
until we catch them. The 
odds will then be in our 

A t roop ie gets emergency t rea tmen t on a runway 
#Tr-.P ?t;^,eG„e-,:e . . . . . . . . . , - „• 

49 Swapo 
raiders 

By PETER KENNY 
SECURITY forces have shot 
another 10 Swapo guerrillas 
infiltrating South West Afri­
ca's white farming areas in 
the past two days. 

This was announced yes­
terday by a spokesman for 
the SWA Territory force in 
Windhoek. 

Three weeks ago Swapo in-
"leir push 

n the "tri-

Armed 
Since then, 49 Swapo raid­

ers have been shot dead, nine 
members of the security 
forces have died, and five ci­
vilians were killed and at 
least five wounded. 

The "red line" is the border 
fence separating the former 
homelands from the forr.-ti 
white farming areas. 

The "triangle of death" is 

shot dead 
i t font 

Tsumeb, 
I Otav i , 

which annually faces infil­
tration by Swapo guerrillas 
at the end of the rainy season. 

Two heavily armed insur­
gents were shot on Friday in 
the Mangetti bloc — the area 
immediately north of the red 
line — which is an annual 
incursion route. 

As well as AK-47 assault 
rifles they were armed with 
anti-tank and anti-rifle gre-
nndes, anti-personnel mines, 
blocks of TNT and mortar 
bombs of Easter;; bl x- origin, 
the defence spokesman said. 

Liz's aide 
ill after 
overdose 

t End 
play this weenend after 
her perv ial assistant had 
collapsea *ith a suspected 
drugs overdose. 

The assistant. 36-year-old 
Lesley Home, was in a se­
rious condition after being 
taken to hospital from 
Miss T a y l o r ' s London 
home. 

Miss Taylor withdrew from 
her starring role in "The 
Little Foxes" at the Victo­
ria Palace Theatre 

Friday's performance was 
c, -"celled and there was 
d( ;bt whether last night's 
show would go ahead. 

Miss Taylor's Press agent, 
Mr lony Wells, said: 

"Miss Taylor has been deeplv 
shockeY by this. She is 
very, very, upset. 

"Lesley has been a close 
friend for some years and 
has been Miss Taylor's 
secretary for the past two 

Ex-detainee who is suing 
Minister vanishes A FORMER detainee and 

student leader who is su­
ing the Minister of Police 
for R150 000 for a.ljged 
poisoning has gons hiss­
ing from his ho:r.^ i- Port 
Elizabeth. 

Mr Siphiwo Mthimkulu 
was last seer, two weeks age 
in Livingstone Hospital. He 
was wearing bedroom slip­
pers and walked with a stick. 

Not held 

daka. Mr Madaka 
missing. 

Yesterday Lietenant Gen­
eral Johann Coetzee, r.^ad of 
the Sf 'urity Branch, told the 
Su: . ay T i m e s t h a t Mr 
Mthimkulu had definitely not 
been redetained. 

"His family have not re­
t r i e d his disappearance to 
tiie p' nee, but 1 have learnt 
that the c driven by his 
friend has been four-i in 
Transkei near Sterksp-uit. 
which is close to the border 
with Lesotho," he said 

Gen Coetzee this week or-

MR Slf»HIWO MTH! ' 
Missing student ' 

dered his staff in th* i 
Cape to i n v r s t i g a 
Mthimkulu's cr.p.p* 
after being i - . - o a c 
the Sunday r .nvs. 

He sairt ,;,ap fam 
not asked the ; Uce 
for then, 

O n Coetzee 
lievedMrMthii 
South Africa a- .,; 
up 

Now tue prize is R30 OOO! 
ByDOREEN UVIN 

THE prize in the Sunday 
Times National Charity Fund 
Crossword competi t ion is 
now R30 000 — see Page 9 of 
this week's Magazine. 

No one sent in the correct 

>'<ude of ilighlands North, 
'•3han"»sburg; J G Teffo of 
r it; "urg; M ' A J van der 
\ , c » e >f Ri^tenburg and 
Mr A i'. ilson o> (landfontein. 

SOLI TfON TO CONTEST 
NC 1 

ACROSS: 1. Expense; 6, 

circumstances in which his 
client went missing were 
"very disturbing". 

"I urgently need to consult 
with my client. We are sui';g 
the Minister of Police for 
R150 000 arising out of the 
>oisoning, and the Minister's 
egal advisers have asked for 

more particulars," Mr Fis-
chat said. 

The former detainee has 
gone missing at a time when 
he was scheduled to be ad­
mitted to Groote Schuur's 
neurolog:cal unit for tests. 

Last Mav Mr Mthimkulu 
was shot ,-i the arm during 
Republic Day demonstra­
tions and was then held in 
detention id "ivt months un­
der Section 6 ; the Terror­
ism Act. 

On the day < •;: release, 
October 20, he • < ;,..me ill and 
was admitted v- Livingstone 
Hospital. 

Discharged 

He was then transferred to 
Groote Schuur where his ill­
ness was eventually diag­
nosed as being caused by the 
rare thallium poison. 

This substance was at one 
time used by large institu­
tions for killing rats, but for 
many years has been regard­
ed as too dangerous for use. 

It is tasteless, odourless 
and colourless 

Aftei tw 

cine and it was during his 
visit to the hospital on April 
14 that he went missing. 

He was seen by his doctor 
there when he went to collect 
his file, but he did not return 
with it. 

The MPC for Walmer, Mrs 
Molly Blackburn, said Mr 
Mthimkulu had telephoned 
her home asking for a lift 
from the hospital because he 
said he had no transport. 

Nothing heard 
She had been out and the 

message was left with a do 
mestic servant. 

Mr Mthimkulu's mother, 
Mrs Joyce Mthimkulu, said 
this week it was out of the 
question that her son had 
simply gone off with his 
friend without letting her 
know 

"He still needs nursing. At 
nights I massage his feet and 
have to constantly watch that 
he is kept warm. 

He was wearing a black 
and yellow sweater and had 
only soft sheepskin slippers 
on his feet. He can only walk 
if he has his stick and some­
one to help him." 

She had heard nothing of 
him or Mr Madaka, who 
worked for an insurance 
company in Port Elizabeth. 

Mrs Mthimkulu said ev­
eryone had been very kind 
and helpful to her son since 
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and a unif ied South Africa in the face of an external 
enemy. This unif ication is enhanced by the newspaper's 
identif ication of the wounded black soldier as a " t r o o p i e " 
— he is one of us — ski l l ful ly treated by his white comrades. 
The inference is that South Africa is f ighting a ' just' war, 
not against anti-racist blacks, but against communists 
whose aim is to enslave both whites and blacks. 

The main headline establishes a dual theme. The first is 
the legitimation of mil i tary act ion! " I ' l l get them for 
ki l l ing my mate" says the "he ro " , threatening the "dead ly " 
SWAPO. The second theme is the aff i rmation of the 
superiority of the SADF: "The young lieutenant who 
defied Swapo bul lets". The photograph of the wounded 
lieutenant is symbolic of 'the best of South Afr ica ' : 
'young', 'brave' and strong, a "walking wounded" . The 
aff i rmation of the SADF is further reinforced in the head­
line "49 Swapo raiders shot dead". Al though these "Swapo 
guerillas" were not involved in the ambush, by placing 
this report under the main heading and right hand photo­
graph, the newspaper emphasises retr ibut ion. The sub­
headings " A r m e d " , "Hor ro rs " and " W o u n d " suggest a 
continuation of the " H e r o " story. This terse report 
defends South Africa's presence in Namibia. Despite its 
more sober style, the much higher number of dead and 
wounded (68 in all) this news is given less prominence 
(even though in bolder typeface) than the relatively less 
important "ambush" story. The use of attr ibutive words 
such as "guer i l la" and " insurgent", however, clashes wi th 
the main story's description of Swapo as " terror is ts" and 
"cowards". This inconsistency is because the shorter 
report was wr i t ten by a different journalist and is indicative 
of the contradictions of journalism practice. It is, in any 
event, overshadowed by the sensationalism and promi­
nence given the "ambush" story. 
The credibi l i ty of the main report is emphasised by the 
bold type and mugshot of the news source — the mil i tary 
correspondent — a new beat on the South Afr ican press 
scene. This identif ication not only tells the reader that 
he is reporting on a 'proper war', but it also identifies him 
as 'one of us' who is 'out there' w i th the troops in the 
f ront line. He too is a hero. His use of " u s " and " w e " 
tells the reader that he was in the thick of batt le. He 
knows. His report must be the ' t ru th ' . 

The various elements of the page cohere to suggest that 
the SADF is 'professional' and 'eff icient ' , 'ready for 
action'. It is simultaneously 'humane', suggested by the 
romanti f icat ion of the "Choppers at dawn — the craft used 
to evacuate the in jured" and the tears that "welled into 
the lieutenant's battle-hardened eyes" when he looked "at 
the body of his dead friend and corporal" . 

Connotations of illegitimate violence are associated w i th 
SWAPO, who are seen as inefficient and cowardly. In 
contrast, the South African troops are courageous and 
well organized. Where SWAPO drag their dead and 
injured w i th them, the South African troops evacuate 
theirs. Emphasis is on quick, professional and reassuring 
medical care. 

The theme of security is further evident in the story under­
neath the "ambush" report. The ex-detainee was allegedly 
poisoned while held in prison by the Security Police. The 
inference that he has skipped the country is clear. 

This page of The Sunday Times is typical of news reporting 
on the Border War. 

THE SILVERTON SIEGE: FROM FOLK DEVIL 
TO FOLK HERO 
News relies on events which draw attention to themselves. 
News practice encodes these in a manner which reflects the 

dominant interests of society. Although the media are in­
fluential in naturalising a dominant ideology influence 
is not absolute. 

One example is the media's response to the 1980 hostage 
drama when ANC gunmen occupied a Silverton bank. A 
poll conducted by The Star showed that despite screaming 
headlines of "Deadly Amateurs", "Terror Shootout" , 
"Bank Siege" and " I ' l l avenge her", about 90% of Sowetans 
actually responded positively to the ANC action. Yet, 
despite this, and despite the availability of alternative 
nouns such as 'guerillas' and 'armed men', the South Afr ican 
media, (wi th the exceptions of the black-oriented Post and 
The Star which used the terms "gunmen" and "gang" 
respectively), painted the insurgents as fo lk devils and per­
sisted in describing this event as a challenge to social 
stability and a violation of the accepted means of communi­
cating opposit ion. 

In contrast to the " te r ro r " perpetrated by folk devils is the 
legitimate violence of fo lk heroes, like the lieutenant in 
the Sunday Times story. By venerating folk heroes and 
vi l i fy ing fo lk devils, the media have the effect of strengthen­
ing public commitment to dominant social norms and 
creating a climate of opinion which supports the actions 
of the repressive state apparatuses. 
'Law and order', however, can only be maintained in a 
society where there is a strong degree of consensus about 
social norms and when those failing to obey them are 
seen as 'outsiders'. In the initial reporting of the Silverton 
incident, the media reported graphic details of the event 
and the police allowed press photographers to take pictures 
of the dead 'terrorists'. The result of these reports was to 
arouse white public antagonism and revulsion. Subsequent 
to the t r ia l , however, the government realised that the 
folk devils characterised by the press had, in fact, been 
interpreted as fo lk heroes by Black South Afr ica. This is 
precisely the interpretation that the government was hoping 
to avoid. Realising that public outrage at deviant acts can 
only be sustained where there is a large measure of con­
sensus about what constitutes social norms, it has moved to 
strengthen its censorship of the media. 
As the Minister of Defence stated on 14 August 1981: 
"The primary aim of the enemy is to unnerve through 
maximum publ ic i ty. In this regard we wi l l have to obtain 
the co-operation of the South Afr ican media in not giving 
excessive and unjustified publicity to terrorists and thus 
playing into their hands". 
Another Defence Force General was not so subtle: "The 
media wi l l be used and abused". The "abuse" of the 

You've done your bit for us... 
Now well do our bit for you. 

liW 1 i H ^ : A SPECIAL OFFER 
ON ALL MAZDAS FOR RETURNING 
NATIONAL SERVICEMEN. 
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media may not be necessary, however. As the Mazda 
advertisement in Paratus, the SADF sponsored journal, 
states: 

Mazda is not alone. Paratus is not alone. The media have 
been captured through advertising interests. The images 
of militarism in the media are indicative of the alliance 
between the mil i tary and monopoly capitalism. 

The ' total strategy' has unveiled the mask which blames 
apartheid on Afrikaners and not capitalism. The rule of 
capital depends on stability and limited reform. The 
mil i tary is a prime agent of that reform: it not only pro­
tects capital but aims to shape an ideologically conducive 
environment for a class alliance which would sanction 
that reform. • 
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by C M . BRAND. 

ii THEY AREN'T READY FOR IT 33 

(Edited from a talk given to the Association for Sociology 
in Southern Africa, Hammanskraal, 1983). 

My starting point is the great dread of whites before inde­
pendence of Zimbabwe crumbling into ruins " l ike other 
Afr ican countr ies": of milk no longer being delivered, of 
telephones ceasing to work , of having to queue for every­
thing . . . . etc. 

There is in fact more queueing in Zimbabwe now than 
before; and the telephone system is less .efficient. In 
investigating the causes of this inefficiency, I want to 
focus particularly on manpower shortages (the so-called 
"skil ls crisis") and to a lesser extent on shortages of goods 
and equipment. I intend to suggest that the 'skills crisis' 
is partly the result of a self-fulfi l l ing prophesy dating back 
to before independence. 

MANPOWER DEMAND 

Shortages — even of manpower — usually have their origins 
in changes in both demand and supply. Independence often 
brings wi th it a phenomenal increase in the demand for 
services (and hence for personnel) and for certain goods. In 
part the reason is demographic: the sheer number of people 
who previously had no, or very l imited, access to these 
services and goods, and are now in a position to avail them­
selves of them. 

The removal of past discrimination improves access for the 
less privileged (even if grave inequities remain). Attempts 
at integration often show up how grossly unequal the 
previously separate facilities were, and how great the finan­
cial cost is of bringing them on to a par w i th each other, 
since the pressure is usually to 'equalise up' . However, the 
opening of previously segregated facilities often means 
that they become severely crowded. In hospitals and 
public offices, for instance, queueing becomes the order 
of the day, since everyone prefers the better, formerly 

segregated facilities, and staff and equipment are hard-
pressed to cope. This is nothing new for blacks who have 
generally been accustomed to queueing at overcrowded 
and understaffed establishments. But whites, who previously 
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had more-or-less exclusive use of the best facilities, stand 
aghast! They attempt to create new expensive private facili -
ties, which run counter to the government's wish to 
advance socialism. There are other reasons too for an 
increased 'popular' use of services and facilities. One is 
that the insti tut ion of certain free services leads to an 
explosion of demand which was not entirely foreseen. 
This has happened in health and educational services. The 
systems can hardly cope. In just over three years total 
school enrolment in Zimbabwe increased more than three­
fo ld , f rom just over 800,000 to 21/2 mi l l ion. Pharmaceutical 
firms are not geared to provide for the increased demand 
for drugs. Facilities are hopelessly inadequate and shortages 
occur. Appropriations for departments or contingencies 
prove inadequate, and often cumulative cost-implications 
are not foreseen. 

When the government over-commits itself, however, it is 
usually not staff who are cut (since wi th the pressures for 
employment this might have undesirable political impl i­
cations) but allocations for goods and equipment. The 
increased staff f ind themselves wi thout the necessary 
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