
South Afr ica which can p resen t non­
v i o l e n t and disciplined opposition to 
apa r the id in the ex t r a -Pa r l i amen ta ry 
f i e l d . This will not come ea s i l y . Op­
p o s i t i o n of t h i s kind requires se l f -
d i s c i p l i n e a t t h e i n d i v i d u a l l e v e l 
and i t requires the d i s c i p l i n e , itfhich 
only comes from confidence in an ef­
f e c t i v e organization, i f i t i s t o be 
successfu l on a wider s c a l e . And i f 
such, oppos i t ion i s to mean anything 
a t a l l for the fu tu re of South Af r i ­
ca i t must be c a r r i e d out by people 

A remarkable f e a t u r e of t h e S o u t h 
African p o l i t i c a l scene during 1961 
has. been the groitfth of what has come 
to be known as the MConvention Move­
ment". Two very successful conventions 
have been held , the Natal Convention 
in Apr i l and the Malmesbury. Convent­
ion of Coloured l e a d e r s in early J u l y . 

•Radical Changes 

Although t h e scope ,of b o t h t he s e 
"conventions", was l i m i t e d , . they had 
two important character is t ics i n com­
mon. In the f i r s t p l ace , they were 
supported by many people whose viei<rs 
might gene ra l l y be regarded as con­
s e r v a t i v e and itfho would cer ta inly not 
have a t t ended them a few y e a r s ago. 

Secondly, in s p i t e of t h i s , t h e y 
came out , almost wi thout a d i s s e n t ­
ing vo ice , for r a d i c a l changes t o ­
wards a shared fu ture fo r a l l South 
Af r i cans . Universal f r anch i se and an 
i n t e g r a t e d educa t iona l s y s t e m were 
t o such r a d i c a l changes contemplated. 
Ne i the r convent ion discussed how t h i s 

of a l l r aces t o g e t h e r . 

Giving' the Lead 

• In b u i l d i n g such an opposition the 
L i b e r a l Pa r ty i s better equipped to 
give t h e lead than any other organizat­
i o n . A difficult task? Of course i t i s . 
But t ime, the world and most South 
ilfricans are on the side of the non-rac­
i a l ideal to which Liberals subscribe-. 
VJhat is needed is the resolution and en­
ergy to build the organizational frame­
work to turn the i d e a l in to r e a l i t y . 

new, shared future was to be achieved 
but both agreed t h a t t h e r e should 
be a s i m i l a r "convention" on a n a t i ­
onal s ca l e as a f i r s t s t e p . 

Fur ther Steps . 

Since the two Conventions met, the 
f i r s t s t e p s towards such a n a t i o n a l 
ga the r ing have been taken. The Nata l 
Convention Committee in i t i a t ed a move 
which culminated in a widely repres­
e n t a t i v e meeting of South Africans 
of a l l groups, f r o m a l l over the 
country, in Ju ly , in Johannesburg. 
A working committee' to explore the 
ground fo r a na t iona l c o n s u l t a t i o n 
was se t up . 

The fol low-up to the Malmesbury 
Convention has been more spec tacu­
l a r . A Conference of Representatives 
from a l l r a c e s , m a i n l y from t h e 
Cape, but i n c l u d i n g seve ra l f rom 
o ther p rov inces , took p l ace i n Cla-
remont j u s t before the e l e c t i o n . A 
week l a t e r a regional conference was 
he ld in Por t E l i z a b e t h . Both meet-
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ings c a l l e d fo r a new Nat iona l Con­
v e n t i o n . 

The demand from the Claremont Con­
ference was speci f ica l ly for a "sov­
e re ign" National Convention, in o the r 
words for a law-making body. This i s 
a completely s e n s i b l e aim. How e l s e 
are c o n f l i c t i n g i n t e r e s t s i n South 
Africa t o r e s o l v e t h e i r d i f f e rences 
in peace in the'long run i f i t i s not 
by s i t t i n g down, N a t i o n a l i s t s and 
a l l , a t a nex̂ r Nat ional Convention? 

Never the less there i s a l a r g e body 
of a n t i - N a t i o n a l i s t opinion which 
would recognize a nextf Nat ional Con­
v e n t i o n as a wonderful ideal , but -which 
would not, a t t h i s moment, be prepared 
t o a t t end something x^rhich c o u l d b e 
regarded as a revolutionary chal lenge 
t o the Government. 

SOUTH WEST AFRICA 

Liberal Opinion has criticized the United 
Nat ions Committee on South West Africa 
be fo re , and i t does so a g a i n , t h i s 
time f o r the exaggerated p i c t u r e of 
cond i t i ons in the t e r r i to ry conta ined 
in i t s report t o the Trusteeship Com­
m i t t e e of the General Assembly. 

I t s exaggeration gave Mr. Louw j u s t 
the chance he needed to put up some 
defence aga ins t the Committee's i n ­
dictment and to appear as the in ju red 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of a badly-done-by Go­
vernment. Why did the Committee have 
to do t h i s ? Conditions i n South West 
a re bad enough not to need exagger­
a t i o n . All one need do i s quote f a c t s , 
and apartheid i s shown up for what i t i s . 

We wish the South African Govern­
ment's overseas c r i t i c s would s t i c k 
s t r i c t l y to the f a c t s . I t x^ould make 
our job in Sou th Africa j u s t t h a t 
much e a s i e r . 

The Claremont Conference went some 
way to meet t h i s view by proposing 
a p re l imina ry n a t i o n a l c o n f e r e n c e 
of a l l those in teres ted in t he Con­
ven t ion movement. This, su r e ly , i s 
the f i r s t practical, and urgen t , step 
t o be taken? To be e f f e c t i v e t h i s 
conference must be w i a e l y r e p r e s ­
e n t a t i v e . To ensure t h i s i t s terms 
of r e f e rence must not be such as t o 
f r i gh t en off p o t e n t i a l suppor t . 

From i t may then come the beg in­
nings of a p r e s s u r e g r o u p and a 
movement xfhose demands for a new 
dea l , thrashed out a t a new Nat ion­
a l Convention, the a u t h o r i t i e s w i l l 
even tua l ly have to meet. Such a mo­
vement would be something behind which 
every n o n - r a c i a l i s t could throx^ h i s 
f u l l weight* 

DR. VERWOERD AND THE JEWS 

South Africa nas few f r i ends i n the 
wor ld . Israel is no longer one of them. 
F i r s t apa r the id forced h e r to tu rn 
her back on S.A. a t UNO, ncm Dr. Ver-
woerd has done h i s b e s t to see t h a t 
she does not t u r n back a g a i n . 

In a l e t t e r to a Mr. Eas t in Cape 
Town, Dr.V. dropped a fextf dark h i n t s 
•about the Jews. Perhaps Mr. East should 
not have revealed the c o n t e n t s , but 
he has and i t s threatening undertones are 
now known. We object to them s t r o n g l y . 

Since then the Prime Min i s t e r has 
t r i e d t o reassure locaL Jews. We hqoe 
t h a t he means what he says . His r e ­
ac t i on to I s r a e l ' s UM) vo te was r e ­
miniscent of Mr. Louxtf's pe tu lance i n 
the face of c r i t i c i s m . I s t h i s not 
a s ign t h a t he too i s beginning t o 
f e e l the s t r a i n under x^hich the«apos-
t l e s of apa r the id labour on their im­
pos s ib l e attempt to se l l an inde fens ­
i b l e p o l i c y to a h o s t i l e xrorld? 
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