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Compatriots, allics and democratic supporters of the heroic strus le
of the people of South Africa,

Comrades,

The names of the founding Tathers are in the minds of many of the oppressed
people of our country today as e commemorate the TOth anniverzsary of the
foundation of the African National Congross, One of these Pixley ka Izoka
Scme, had declared in 19061

"The brighter day is rising upon Africa...fes, the
regeneration of Africa belongss to this new and powerful
period. The African people... possess & comnon
fundamental sentiment which is everywherc manifest,
crystallising itself inte one common contrelling ideaess
The rereneration of Africa means thet a new and unique
eivilisztion i® soon to be added to the world©.

In 1911, in a historic clarion call vhich articulated & widely felt need
For a united struggle against colonial domination in Africc, Pixley ka
Seme invited the peoplee of the sube-continent to meet in conference and,
forgetting and burying ell pest differcnces and divisions, to dimcuss and
plan together for their common futurce.

An an cxpression of ihe Yrereneration of Africa"™ and in response to the call
or united struer le, the most representative political mathering of Africans
ever held in the sub-continent of Africa took placc on January &, 1612,
Deleratos and representatives came from all over Sowth Africa and {rom otheor
countrics of Southern Africa. They included workers, fermors, peasantc,
professionals, journalists, troders, churchmen, chiefs, members of ihe Africaon
royalty, poets, musicions, authors.



The venue of this momentous event was MANGLUNC (Ploemfontein). Pixler ka I.
Seme explained to the assembled deleguotess:

"The white pecple of thie country have férmed what is lnown as
the Union of South Africa — a union jin which we have no voice
in the making of laws and no part in their administration. We
have called yous.s to this conference so thalt we can togother
devise waye and means of forming our national union for the
purpose of creating national wnity &and defending our rishts
and privilepes®,

The ensuing debate and deliberation= culminated by a unanimous decision, in
the epoch—-making formation of the African National Congress. The people of
Southern Africe had thue forged a new and mighty weapon of strugrle, a
recional political force, & national movement which groew to become part of the
people's political life, experience and histcry, the embodiment of their
deepest belief in the certcinty and wvictory and tle expression of their
identity with the progressive forces of the world in the pursuit of man's

just cause.

Téday, as we lock back over T decades of uninterrupted and prineipled strugrle
by the African National Congrese to free our continent and our motherland

from the shackles of colonialism, racism,and fascism we rise in our millions
in selute of the great patriots who gathered at Mangauns in esrly January,
1912. Among them 4 were John Lanpgalibalele Dube, Sol Flaat jie, Halter Rubusana,
Sam Makratho, Alfred Mangcna, Meshack Pelem, Charlotte Maxeke, Thonas Mapikela,
Edword Tscuu arel others. There vere the royal personages who had personally or
whose forebears led the armies of resistance to the colonial occupation of
Africa but also came to or were reprecented at Bloenfontein to forse & new
weapon of strw:.gle, amons them: Solomon ka Dinizulu of the Zulu, Montsioca of
the Barolong, Lewanika of the Lozi, Letsie IT of the Sotho, Labotsilbeni of

the Bwazi, Dalindyebo of the Thembu, Sekhukluni of the Pedi and Khama of the
Tovana.

The desire, the attempt, to bring to the DBloemfontein Confercnce all the
peoplece of Southern Africa, as a first step towards the unification of the
AMrican stru s le, was defcated only by the faet thet we were separately
subjuzated by three metropolitan Powers = CGreat Britain, Germany and Portugale



Those who attended came from the Britishecolonised part of the rogione
Today, however, the colonial barriers that ceparated us in 1911 have
crashed wgjder the weight of the advancing African revolutions We have
become one people, with one cause and onc enemy — the S.A fascists and
their imperialist allies.

The Africsn National Congress was conceived as a regional union of antie-
colonial forces amnd had a distinctly continental perspectives. On the
occassion of the its TOth amniversary the masscs of the peorle of South
Africa salute their comrades—in—arms, the peoples of Southern Africa -
the founders of the ANC.

They salute the people of Africa = wheo, with the decolonisation of Namibia
and South Africa, will have fulfilled their historic miseion to achieve the
total liberation of the continewt, thue consolidating a fifm foundation

for a victorious strursle against imperialisme.

The oppresced masces and democrate of South Africa, through the ANC, sulute
all the world foreces of chanre who, durin~ the past 70 yeors, have fought
triumphant strupsples against colonialism, racism and fascisme Within 5
years of the formation of the ANC, the world's first socialist stcte came
into beinre Today a powerful world cocialist system exists and the
principles upon which it is founded win growing acceptance as man develops
from his past to his future.

The Africcn National Congress, born of the people, a creation of Africa's
history and experience, has moved with Lhe people and with the times. It
was born into the frontline, to spearhead the people's strussles Thanks

to the dedication of its members, the preat vigion of ite leaders aund the
calibre of its allics and supportcrs, it has remained in the freontline and
ie now gpearheading the final ascault upon the last colonial stronghold in

Africae

M interral part of .a changing world, the ANC has influenced and has been
influenced by the socio—cconomic and political fransformations that have
come in the course of man'e strugsle for a bLeticor world. It is an intepral

part of the world-wide forees that are in fiet changing the world -
climinoting its injustices, correcting its imbalances and imbreduci:: -ncw
social, economic and politisal order in which friendship and peace will

previil beciuse the cuuses of conflict and war will have been removeds



On this historic occaesion, marking the T0tLh anniversary of the founding

of our banguard liberation movement, we extend our revolutionary grectings
and congratulations to all our people on the yrect achievements and advanccs
that they have thus far registerced aleng this long and arduous march to

our cherished goal of national ind social liberation. That ~oal ie already
in sight'. We are raying this boldly and confidently, for owr forces of
national liberation have never been better poised for the finel onslausht
to eradicate the evil system of colonial and raecicl oppression and
exploitetion.

The formation of the African National Congress, on January 8, 1912, was

an expression of the fulure peonle's power won tlrough protrocted and

bitter struggles agoinst the combined Boer and PBritish colonial enslavement.
The ANC was, ond remains to this day, the organised political representative
and Tighting force for the attainment of demoeritic and revoluticnary change
in our socliety.

The mescage that came out of the founding conference in Bloemfontein, TO
Years afo, exprocned the collective resolve of the peoples of Southern
Africa who correctly pereeived thoet they were suffering under the selfsamo
yoke of colonial tyronny oand therefore shared a common dostingy. That
nesrare also coineided with the aspiretions of millions of colonially —
eubjugated Africans throughout our mother continent.

It i=s net accidental thot history apportioned to our rogion the role of

a fore=runner in thie repord. For it ic here that imperialict domination
and colonial cccupation had achicved the moot pornicious ancl disasirous
results, ond therefore made more pressing the need to challenpe foreipn
rulc and to counterposc to it the right of the Africun pvople to sclf
determinotion and independence. Stretching from thet peried, the peoples
of Africa have made gigantic strides, with pructically the whole continent
howving atiained pelitical independence and now ensared in netional ceconomic
roconstruction to consolidate these rainee A fow pockots of roacial and
colonial demination remain, socon to be swept off the surface of the

continoent .



Our strugrle, as part and parcel of the revolutionary process thot is
sweeplng acrose the continent, dravss inspiration and support from the
victories already scored by AMfrica. Our victory over what was at the
bepinning, and remains, entrenched imperialist domination and white
minority rule, will constitute the apex of Africa's advance to genuine
political and cconomic emancipation.

It is equally true that the revolutionary transformations that we have
witnessed on the continent of Africa arc also a component part of the
broader pglobel strug le waged by progrescive mankind against the dark forcces
of imperialist domination over the world and of the expleitation of man by
mane At the time of {the founding of the ANC, a handful of imperiualist powers
dominated the rest of the world politically and cconomically. Africa had
been corved up among the ;rabbing imperialist forces in pursuit of strategioc
raw materials, profit, and sphercs of influence. Millions upon millions of
people in the colonial and semicolonial world had been reduced to ovjocts

of umbridled exploitation and producers of fat profits for foreimm mastors.

Today thot picture has changed. It has chenged radically and irreversibly.
The spherc of imperialist dominatior has shrunk tremendously and continues
to do so as the forces of lilLoration and social progress grow in oise and
combativemess. As a consequence, the bilance of forcee, both continentally
and internztionally, hos deecisively shifted in fevour of the forccs of
independence, domocracy and peace. The meinstay of this world revolutionary
procese arc the socialist countrice, fully comaitted to the cause of
netionzl liberation, the demoeratic forces in the capitalist comp, and the
national liberztion movement. We too, therefore, arc port and parcel of this
revolutionary stream that is ehanging our planet for a bettcr and happier
world to live in.

Given this bockrround, therefore, the TO0th amiversary of the Africin
Hational Congrese findeo all of us better placed than we have been before

to carry our historic mission to destroy the apurtheid monster and realisc
the goal of total liberation of Llhe Afriecen continent. It ie our historie
oblifation, as it is that of Afriﬁﬁ, united wuler the Organisation of
Mrican Unity, te fight to achicve this posl, and in doiny se, to contribute
to the efforts towasrds ensurings thet the continent as 2 whole enjove peoace
and thenﬂn to the urgent task of wimning eccnomic liberation end reaicing
the living standarde of ite peoplc.



We are better placed to move forward because our people are engegod in

maes org:inised action at 2 level and with a tenacity unsurpassed over the
lact seven decades. We are better placed to break new ground in our asssult
on the enemy because theose risen masses rocognise cleerly, from practical
experience, that the revolutlonary strupsle in which they are engaped has
one leader and one perspective — the African Haﬁicnai Congress anl the
Frecdom Charter respeoetively. Ve afe betior placed to move in on the enemy
becuuse today we have a popular arny, Umkhonte We Sizwe,; capable of speaking
to the enemy in the lanfuage he understinde best.

The early decades following the 1912 founding conference werc timee of
probing by our movement to meet the changing context of the girusple in
which new cconomic and political forces for chenge were still in their
infancye. Our people had been finally robbed of their land and all political
rirhte. In srowins numbers they were pushed inte the minee and plantations
to produce wealth for South Africe's ruling class. This marked +the emergence
of the working class movement in our country. It wae from this black
labouring section of our populztion that the new forcee of resistance came
up. The past 70 rears hiave witnessed unending efforts by the workimg people
4o combine znd use their collective strensth to defcat the oppressors In
the process, confrontations, skirmiches, cconomic strikes, boycotis, anti-
pass campairms, defisnce campaims and other forms of strugsrley took place
all over the country. All these served as o practiczl school for drilling
and training our rovolutionary forces. Gradually they have grown in strength
and expericnce end now pome a real threat to tle system of apurtheid. They
form the backbone of our strilkking power.

Already bty the late 1940's our young militente, thrown up by the growing
and intensifying strugqle, began to chart new aund more effoeetive methods

of struy:le for the new stapec, This prepared the ground for the massive
confrontctions of the 1€50's = the campaiegn for the defiance of unjust laws,
generzl political strikes, more anti-pass campaipns ¢nd the Conpress of the
Feople th.t adopted our historie document = the Frecdom Chartore. By thot
period the African Mational Congrees hed become a moss movement involving
all sections of the oppressed in sctive strugple.Faced with and fri iioned f
by the rising revolutionary tide, the enemy declared our movement illegal
and detained many of our leaders cnd antivintﬂ.



For us it was a time for reassessment, for the drawing up of a new
strategy ‘and new tactics to meet the changing conditions.

 The administrative terror which the enemy unleashed against the popular
upsurge! the bannings, banishments, beatings, torture in police cells,
hangings and shootings = none of these have succeeded in neutralising
the people's militancys Instead they have reinforced our determination
to pursue the cause of liberation.

Under the leadership of the ANC and ite allies as well as other patriotic
revolutionary forces inside the country, organised political confrontation
has grown immeasurably over the recent past. The underground forcco of our
movement are entrenched deeper and are multiplying among the people more
than at any stage eince the outlawing of our orgenisation. The enemy io
enFulfed in a crisia of deep proportione and is frantically looking for
new ways out of this political quagmire,

In the current peried, our people have begun to reply to the enemy vioclence
with revolutionary wiolence. Today our crmed cadres are dealing blow after
blow at the enemy in wide=spread areas throughout South Africa. The growing
sophistication of these blows, their frequency and their high level of
organisation have inspired our people and reinforced their convietion that
our cause shall triumphe. The racist regime itself can no longer deny that
they face a future in which prowing mase politic:l upsurge will be more

and more complemented by increasing armed action by the people. We have
rceached a stage where the people have opted for and are joining the armed
strug-le as one of the most effective woys to dislodge the racist rulers
from powere. Inside our own borders the balance of forces ir gradually
tilting in owr favours The voice of tle mass democratic movement, headed
by the ANC and its allies ie winning the hearts and minds of growing
numbers from amongst all the oppressed, pushing into rrowing isolation

the diehard racists and fescista. This movement is not only an opponent

of the apartheid regime, but has actually emerged as an alternative power,
enjoyins the actual and active allegiance of the overwhelming majority

of our people. Increasing numbers from the white—orpressor group are
steadily joining the stream for political and social change.



Through our sacrifices, and in the face of brutal enemy repression and
persecuticn, we have stubbornly and persistently defended our sreat
ercation, the African National Congress, apsinet frantic and desperate
efforts by the enemy to blot it out. We have defended it because we kmew
that without it our collective strength would cease to exist, without it
the prospects of our capturing power would fade into the distant future.
Twenty years after the oppressor repime declared it illesal, the ANC today
on its TOth anniversary, ic copenly acclaimed as the leader of our pecple,
thanks te the impogition by the maseses of a new popular concopt of legality
which the enemy puns cannot shoot out of existence, and which his courts
cannot imprison. By Tliftins"the ban in this manner we have asserted
ocursclves as the alternative power of our land thz only legitimate power,

because we are the people, the democratic majority, whose will must triumph
in tie end.

In sharp contrast to the racists who hawve sourht to divide our country and
people into recial and ethnic compartments, we have upheld the ideal of one

counttry, one people and one democratic and non=racial destiny for all who
live in it, black and whitc.

The people's determination not to deviate from theee idezls remains
stecdfast and finds expression in the uwniversal commitment we have made to
remain loyal to the perspectivessooptéined in the Freoedom Charter. As therc
can be no compromisc between democratic rule and racist tyranny, sco must

it be that the Freedom Charter, the alternative political, economic and

constitutional platform of popular power in our country, will emcrge

triumphant .

After T0 years of unrclenting strugrle, and building on the historic and
irreversible pains rnnﬂrdpd during these decades, we have reached a stape
vhen the procese of consolideting bases of popular power among the people
has berune To promote thie process, we have decided to mobilise our peoplc
for the oncoming period under the atchwords "Unity in Action". Our
strength lies in unity, and owr futurc advances, in action. Without unity
we arce weak, and without action we rewain oppressed. To move forward we
must attack, act in unity and unite in zetions The gaine recorded during
70 yesrs of strwygle have, thanks %o the preat contribution made by the
puccersive generations of our people, siven us the posesibility to achicve

such unity in prociice. .



The motto of unity was inscribed on our battle standards on the wvery day
of the creation of the African National Congrees. As Seme had declared

while organising the firet congrese, "we are one people". For their parts
the delegates resolved to bring together the oppressed into common action
as onc political people.

HWe hawve therefore striven for seven decades to build one common nationhood
with one destiny. Our charcd expericnce of collective sacrificecs in the
strugzle for a comron goal have knit us together as one solid block of
liberation. The comradeship that we have formed in the #renches of freedom,
transcending the barriers that the enemy sought to create, is a guarantee
and a precondition for our wictory. But we nced still to build on this
achievement. All of us - workers, peasants, students, priests, chiefs,
traders, teachers, civil servante, pocts, writers, men women and youth,
black and white — must take our common destiny in our own hands.

On this, our TO0th anniversary, we call upon our people and on our allies

and surporters to make 1982 a yesr of Unity in Action with the intensification
of our astault on all fronts.

We call upen our working people, the backbone of our liberation movement
to mobilise as never before at the point of production to build a powerful
democratic trade union movement for the advancement of the interosts of
the workers and for their activisation into the strugrle for the victory
of the national democratic rovolution.

We eall upon our people in the bhantustans to mobilise and to isolate
and destroy the Pretoria puppets. Let ue all fight for o democratic
and unified Soutlh Africa.

We e&ll upon our youth and students to maintain and heighten their
spirit of resistance. You have elready demonstrated that you are &
detachment of prectest ecourage and heroism. Now, more than ever before,
our strusgle demande that you act with supreme dedication and vipour
under the banner of our fighting movements.



He call upon car womenfolk to raise the ory for vengeance against those
who are murdering, maiming and torturing our sons and daughtere for their
participation in our struggle. You have already demonstrated that you do

choose between dying in defonce of apartheid or joining the noble cause of
national liberation.

We call upon the millions of the oppressed to stand shoulder to shoulder at
this crucial howr in ouwr history. The cnemy manocuvres to sow division in
our ranks mast be defeated. Our destiny is one'.

He call upon those amongst our people who have been clad in police and
army uniforms to rethink their role. You have it within your ;rasp to

choose between dying in defence of apartheid or joining the noble cause of
national liberation.

We call upon thosc in the white community who stend ready to live a life of

real equality and non—racialism to make common cause with ouwr struggle for
renuine liberation.

On the occassion of the TOth anniversary of the African National Congress,
itself a product of the trials and tribulations of Africa's children, wo
salute the OAU and the brother peoples of our continent. To all of them we
cay the necd for ue to continue acting in uwnity in the struggle to destroy
the apartheid repime, the enemy of all Africa, increases with the
intensification of the strugpgle. It is the hope of the millions of your
brothers and sisters held prisoner by the Prctoria regiwe that this year

you will, together with them, take initiatives further to advance our
united action.

We salute in particular the brother peoprle of Namibia, their leader, SWAPO
and the People's Liberation Army of Mamibia (PLAN). It is to us a matter of
proud record that as carly s 1919, and opain in 1546, the ANC sent
delepgatéons to Versailles and the United Nations respectively, to Tirht
againet the territory of Namibia being mandoted to racist South Africa.
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Today, the heroic strurgle in which the Namibian people are engaped is
itself o mighty contribution to our own liberation, an expression of
a united offeneive in which we who suffer under a common enemy are
engeeds We pledre to our fellow combotante of Namibia that we shall
inteneify the offensive on our front so that both our peoples can
segure their emancipation.

We salute the horoic people of Anpola who heve resolutely sacrificed to
sustain and advance the strurgle of the Namibian people, in the process

suffering aggression upon aggreesion by the fascist regime of South
Africa.

We salute also other conrades—-in-srms engarsed in struggles to liber:te
themselves, including those of Western Saharsa led by the Polieario Front,
of Palestine led by the PLO, of El Salvador led by the Farabunde Marti
National Liberation Front, of Fast Timor led by Fretelin, of Puerto Rico,
Cuatemala and elsewhere.

All these strupgles topether with our own belong to one democratic and
anti—-imperialist mainstream. Any advonces they make contribute to the
furtherance of our own strusrle, any advances we make strengthen the
hand of these sister movements which like us, confront the foreces of
imperialism headed by the United States of America.

These forces of reection can sec that the riscen peoples are determined
to bring to an end the epoch of imperialist domination. They have
therefore decided to po on the offeneive arainst the peoples. The most
backwards elements in world politics, therefore, be they apartheid
South Africa, Zionist Isracl or the reactionary Junta of El Salvador,
find cnecouragement to hang on to their ill-golten power 2t all costis.

BPut in 70 years the world has changod rodicellys. The people of Africa,
of Southern Africa ond of South Africa are not alone. We too have our
allizs &end loyal friendsecountries and peoples who rhare the same viesion
as we do, who are prepared to carry the burden of strusgle together with
us, who recornise thet a2ll humanity is diminished ond world peace and

scourity threatencd by the continued existence of the apartheid regimc.



We grﬁet these allies and friends on the occassion of our TOth birthdaye
We grect the governmente and peoples of the socialist community of nations,
the governments and peoples of the countries organised in the non—aligmed
movement , the Scandinavian peoples and governments, and the anti-racist
governments and peoples of the rest of Western BEurope amd North America in
the firm belief that we arc together committted to act in wnity against
those who are committing a crime apgainet humanity, the apartheid repgime.

The year of the TOth anniversary of the ANC has been proclaimed by that

august body, the General Assembly of the United Nations, as the year of
mobilisation for the implementetion of sanctions against apartheid. We urgo
that all those who truly wish to see and end to the inhuman system of
apartheid should,; acting in unity, seize this opportunity to ensure that

the Pretoria regime is isolated as never before, Failure to do this will
condenn our people and those of Southern Africa in particular and, in the

end, the rest of mankind, to a terrible blood=letting that will forever remain
a blot on the conscience of the entire humanity.

Today we commemorate with descrved pride the TOth anniversery of our national
uniones This is a historic occassion which has been made possible by the

sacrifices which our people have made throughout these years and the support
of the world democratic movement.

From Port Elizabeth and Bulhoek to Sharpeville and Soweto and many other
widely dispersed points in time and space betwecn, our people have laid
dowmn their lives in the strurgle for our liberty and in pursuit of the
goals for which the ANC was founded. On Hobben Island, in Kroonstad and
Pretoria are locked away leaders of our people, both young and old, men
and women, black and white, herces and hercines to whom the liberation of
the people is worth more than their own lives,

On this historic occassion we raise our bannoers in salute of all these
martyrs and patriote and pledge to remain true to their example and
stesdfast in the execution of their command to seize power from our
OpDressors.



In their name and that of the National Executive Committee we preet the
entire membership of the ANC and Umkhonto We Sizwe and charge that they
carry the tasks facing all of us with such honesty, courage, dedication
and disciplinc as befit all true revolutionaries. In their name, end on
behalf of the National Executive Committee, we command all these

revolutionaries and urge all other patriots to unite in action, to act for
unity and, as one, to lead the people in united actione.

In the neme of the founding fothers, in the name of the martyred herces
of our people, and in the name of the leadership of the African National
Congress, we call upon our people to observe 1982, the T0th anniversary
of the formation of our national union, as the Year of Unity in Action.

Let this be the year of the most nowerful offensive that our country
has ever seen. Let this be the yeor of owr rrectect:unity in.oobions

‘Let this be the year of a great leap forwerd to the threoshold of wictory.

fong live the Year of Unity in Action'.

Long live our glorious people's movement, the African National Congress‘®.

Maatla ke a rona' Amandla ngawethu

Ke nako, Mayihlome'.

All power to the people'.
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