"Phe conference endorses the position of the |
African Hﬁtienal Ganﬁress which declares that the
people of South Africa, like tuose of Namibia and
7imbabwe are o colonised people. The conference.
further endorses the position of the United.
Nations declefing the Pretokia regime
‘illegitimate. In doing so, it notes with
satisfaction that the Africen Wational Gpngresa;
the vanguard movement spearheading the broad
alliance of the indigenous people and other .
nppreaqed black penple, 1ucluding white demncrats,
repngnises the fact thaat the white populetion in.
South Africa have severed ties wita their
fespéciive metrapnléé, that they recogunise

South Africa as their homeland.

It is for that reason that the conference fully
enﬂﬂrséa and hails the AlC position, reflected
in the Freedom Ghﬂ:t&f, which declares that
South Africa belongs to all who live in it,
black and white, and that no government can
juastly claim authority unless it is based on
the will of the majority of the people.™
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The South Africen national liheration movenant, the ALG
and its allies, characterise the South Africen socisl
formation as a system of "internal colonialism" or
“colonialism of a special type". What is "special" or
different about the colonial system as it obtains in
South Africa is thet there is no apatial separatbtion
between the colonising power (the white minority tate)
and the colonised Black people. But in every respect, .
the features of élﬂssiﬂ cﬂlGnim1i5m are the hallmarl
of the relations that obtain belween the bluck majority
and the white minority. The special features of South
Africa's internal colonialism are also compounded Eg
the fact that the white South hfrican.state, parliement
and government are juridically indevenient of any.
metropolitan country and have a sovereignty legally
vested in them by verious Acte of the Jritish
government and state.

Thesge. gurldlnal fcrmalltlas should not be allowed to
cloud the cnlﬂn1al cnntayt of the white varemaglnt atate.,
The correctness of this PGEitlﬂn is clearly bourne out

by the historic evolution of the wnite South Africen
state.

The Union of South Africa; which caine into being on
318t May, 1910 by en het of the British parliament, luid
the baseis of the South Africen state as ve know it. In
the run up to the creution of the Union, the political
representatives nf the ﬁfrican, Coloured and Indian
people, arganiabd into four African proviic'ial
GQH&PHE&Eﬂt_PluE the Hative Zlectors Association, the
African People's Organisation and the Natal Indian Congiess
exerted every legel and constitutional means to ensure
that the constitution of the projecied Union woul bhe
non-racial and enshrine democracy. In 1909 Dr: Walter
Benson Rubusana, later a Gn—faund@r of the AHC, led a
deputation of African und Coloured political leaders to
Londoin,. to have cipun;ied from the proposed consgtitution
"the colour bar claascs" 'whooe intent was to exclude the
black South Africans from the hody politic.
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In an interview with the British press, W.P, Schreiuer,
‘the only white pﬂrliamnnta%ian who agsociated himnelf
with our ceuse, described the proposed union ag "en act
of separation between the minority and the mejority of
the people of South Africa". What was the esasence of
thia Yact ﬂf'separatiﬂn“? The South Africa Act, passed
by the British parliament in the teeth of eloquent and
determined opposition by every querter of black opinion
in South Africa, wes, a political slecight of hand. Its
termg vegted national sovereipnty in & racially
exclusive South African state, independent of the
British colonianl office, with ifte own officials
rogponsible to their own pearliement.

This waslhawever merely a surface appearance. Beneath
and behind this apﬁearance of decolonisation, & much
more gignificant process was cccuring. Because the
South Africa Act also asbolished the franchise rights,
which had until thon been enjoyed by the Black eleclors
of thﬂ.ﬂape Province end relegatcd them to the position
of mere voters without the right to sit in parliament.
It entrenched the facialiy exclugive constitutions of
the other three colonies - Orange Free State, Transvanl
and Heatal whick hed never accorded blacks any political
rightsa. | |

The South Africa Act thus institutionalised and
statuborily defined black South Africans es & subordinute
cabegory of persons within their own country; it was a
continuation and entrenchment of our status oo & colonised
people. It ig this essential fact thet, Africa in
pﬂrticular, migt never cllow to be hidden behind the
apperent juridicel independence of Bouth Africa.

The sub=zequent evolution of the Union of South Africa,
up to and including its tranaformction into the Republic
of South Africa, conforms to and confirms preciscely this
pattern. Coupled with, and parallel to, cvery phane in
the nequisition of preater local eutonomy on the poert of
the South Africen state, the colonial stetus of the
bleck South Africens hes buen entrenched. The decisive
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statutes and ﬁEmEureﬂ'cbmpriﬂing ﬁﬁiﬂ processa are lthe
interlinked and interloclking franchise aad lend
apporticnment laws. Thus the 1150 Jev of Union,
e&ﬁahliﬂhing.the principle of racism as fundamental

%o white South African law, wis coupled with the Wative
Land fect of 1913 which forms the basis of the bla{tntly
inequitable division of the territory of our country,
plocing the atemp of law on the militery conquest and
diﬁpﬂﬁseﬂéiﬂn of our people. '

The South African whito supremacisgt state ecquired
grﬁatcr independence from Britain in termas of the
stotutes of Westminster of 1931. Pive yenrs aflter this
follows the secon majﬂf step confirming our colonial
status, the lertzog and the Wative Land Trust Bills

of 1935. In terms of these lews Africans were completely
dis-enfranchised and eve:n. the toiten vote we Eujﬂye& in
the Cape was abolished, Instead we were relegateﬂ Lo a
communal voters roll, througzh which we could celect 6
white representatives and 2 white Senctors to represent
cur interest in the Jouth Africen perliament. The Native
Lend Trust re-affirmed the principles coniained in the
1513 Lond Act. and pleced & ceiling on ony furiher land
acquisition for Africans at 13 of the lend arca of our
country. - o

the pattern continucse into the 1950Us snd 1:60s during
which the Coloureds were ﬁiﬂ—enfrnnchiﬂﬁd in 14%55. The
creation of the Republic of South Africa in 19671 cume
with the abolition of ¢ven the white “Hutive?
representetives in the South African parlisment.

The linkages, in time, hﬁﬁwewn tﬁe-increuﬂing'juridicﬁl
inﬂapﬁnd&ncefﬁf Sonth Africa and the coisolidution of
colonial domination over the black nejority is neither
accidental nor fortuitous. White supremacy, white
overlordship, apurtheid, separate Jdevelopment - or
whatever other Eﬁncy name the racist ruling circles call
it by - i3 the obsolute nﬁgutimn'af inﬂ&pénﬂﬂnﬂe and the
principle of netional self-determination.
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Colonialimm is not monolithic. Within this repion we

have Wigtorically mxﬁerienﬂeﬁ differing ferms of colonial

dnminatiaﬁ, which though havirg a multipslicity of forms
shared one central characteristic - tﬂP denial of the

African people of their rights of national self-

ﬁE%ETMlﬂﬂﬁlﬂﬂ- The guises under which the colonial

resimes implemented this policy are alinost as numerous
as there are countries in our regicn. #ith reepect to
Hozambidque and Angola, for example, the Portuguese
‘colonialists claimed that theirs was not a colonial

A e e — ——

empire but ratier cne national state comprising a

burﬂ ean as well as ﬁverseas provinces, located in
Africa and Asia. Lo one, excePt the most abject
apolorisls for Portuguese colonialism, was taker in by
tiils legal sophisivry. fAfrica arnd the world, correctly
ingisted that the essence of cclonial opprazsion should
not be covered over with elaborate juridical alibis.

= —

In the case of lawibia we have yet another variation on
the same thene, where racist South Africa transformed
that country from a trust terriiory of the international
community znto its owrn coloay. The colonial pover wag, in
thiz cose, acting not only against the express demaads of
the colonised puagl§, but also in open defionce of world
opinion as represented by the United fations.

Lthe other instance wus wuw. ° *"~ former British colony
of Ithodegia, where the racigt Wiite minority illegally
selzed power from the colonial state through UDI,
creating the 1eggl_ﬁigggan of 'an independont Rhodesia'.
Thisg unilateral action did not in argwiuy change the
ezsentlal truth that Zinbobwe wos a colony whose people
were heing deprived ﬂf their lepgitimate ri his of
_Felfﬁuc termination tlfﬁm ch this illegal strategom.

In many respects the creation of the Union of South Africa
in 1910 could be characterised as UL with the consent of
the colonial power. But, the fact of thic connivunce did
not in any way alter the central queastion, which s Lhe
denlal ol nelt-determinetion to the black nmajorlty.
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Nature of the South African Struggle

FLowing from this onalysis of the South African racigt
state as easentlally Eﬂlﬂnlﬂl, the South Alrican atrugg}e
ig an anti-colonialist national liberation strusgle,
which though differing from thosme waged in other
countrieg, in its content has the wane objectives und

is mutivmted by the samne aspirations.

The differing form of the wuuwwn smarican snti-coloniel
atrug&le ig derivative of the ghared territer# occupied
oy the coloniscd and colonizer alike. consgequently, the
institutional mechanisms whereby the blaclk majority i
colonially oppressed, are zlso internal to the South
African body polit” . and not lecated beyond its horders.
This explaina w' y we centre n large part of our politicel
programme on - ae anquisitibu of politicenl ®ights by tae
black majori y. |

Careful anelysis of the ﬂtruwgle of other colonial
peoples, would however ghed lizht on the essentiel,

ather than co-incidentsl, features of the South African
Cuae .

Thﬂ'anti—cdlcuial lihereti@n atrugile centres on lhe
demand for ﬂatidnal gelf-deteralaation or national
sovereignty which are embodied in institutions of
populer aﬂ#éreigﬂty. In mogt colonial liberation
atrugpgles, the means thrﬁugh which thipg objective Lap
been achieved is tihe aboclition of the colonial state
and the trﬂvsfﬂr of power to a nationel government
elected by popular auffrage. The insgtitutional modali
by which HEhLﬂnﬁl ﬂﬂVLr91hpby is seccured are however
not the essence of the ?LTLbﬁlE, but incidental ETEhtJﬁuE
which in meny cases have bheen changed, adapted and evern
abolighed witliout in anyway jeopardizing whe czntral
pchievement - natienal sovereipgnty.

Dlmdnely, in the cage of South Africa, the focus
shell be on the central issue not on the incideatals.
Because th&_undemﬂérﬁtiﬂ - ¢colonial - winite miaority
stute occupies the szame territory as the people if
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dominates, there can be no cuestion ¢f a hand over of

power from an externally based colunial stete and its agents
- to an internelly located nationel governmenrt. The struggle of
the South African people nas therefore centered rather on the
abolition of the colonial white state and the creation inm

its stead of a democratic astate based on _the nrinciple of
majority rule. Because of the special circumstances in

South Africa, the constitutionsl modglities through which
this can be accompliched necesserily entail the acquisition
of political ri,nats by the blacl sajority, that is, abolitiocn
_df the waitesg' monopoly of politicel nower, What necds o be
astressed however, is thet nationol self-determination, hoere
a8 in all other naitional liberation struggles is the

decigive issue - to Ye secwred through the institutional
framework of a full adult muifrage, Ifull eciv.il liberties
within a non-racial state. 3lncl majority rule is thus
merely the form throwvsh which the oppressed, colonised
peoples of South Alrica will achieve the content of their
struggle for netionel peli-determination.

The historicsl experience of the South Africen liberation

gtruggele hes ot the zame time, shown that the institutions
of natioual oppreasion and colonisl domination are linked

to and derivetive of the particular economic Hrrmnuumuntu.
that obtein in our countiry.

It is & historical tact that the Africen people were
ﬁiapnsaeaaed of their land with aword wnd f{ire in 200 yeors
of wars of conquest. That on The ashes of the African
societies destroyed in the process, was built a thriving
capitalism, based on ﬁining, commercial Tarming and
secondery industry, dominated and controlled by the
ﬁrﬂperty owning clasa drawn from the white minority,

The institutions, laws gnd praciices of apartheid, are
bagically exira-ecconomic devicesg elabornted to secure the
processes of cmpitaliaccumuiatiﬂns and render the black
majority an easily exploitable gource of cheap labour power.
Becaouse of the tolel irnterpenetration of r1ucinl oppresgion
and eapilallelb esploibntion, the Sonth Ao Al el

vlao necegaarily has a closs dinennion.
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The national question in South Africa has becn characterised
ag a land question. Thig formulation illuslrates and
underlines the historic injustice of dispossession of the
people of their land. Conquest is the foundation upon which
colonial domination was bhuilt. To redress this historic
injustice requires thet, as part of its immediste programn,
the netional liberation mov=ment, seize the land from its
present owners and reztore it to the dispossessed and
explecited black Yillers. This is why the AHC has always
considered the two economic clrmuses of the MuibUia CHART.R
YTHE PRCOPLE SHALL 265ARl IH Tidd OC0UNRY'S WiEeDT{" and UHE
LAND S{HALL BL ‘ﬂhnﬁﬁ LLOWGHT THOSH Wil Wo: ITr - to be :
the very core.of its revolulionary progreise. These cleuses
envisgsage the seizure of 2conomic assels, presently owned and
controllad either by individﬂ&l_dapitnlimtﬂ or capitelist
companies drawn exclusively from the white nmunority ox
trens-national corporations. '

The experience of the South African liheration struggle,
therefore, demonaltrates that it iz impossible fo separste
these interpenetrative aspectso of nationsl liberutiion
atrugele.,

Because of the foregoing and in spite c1 iae spEcific
feaiures tiat set the South African strug.le wpart Erom the
others in our region and the rest of Africa, in ezsence,
the struzggle of the South African people ig inextricably

bound up with «nd en intexral part of the ztrupzle o
liherzte the Alrican coatinernt from colonielim and racism.

From its wvery incepuion the AnC, ite leudors wnd ils
rank-gnd-file have conceived oi She liberation movement as
having continental dimensicens. dven before Lhe crestion of
tine QAU, the liberation movements of thisg repsion, and the
independent states that emerged from our abrugples, have
accepted as & collective moral obligetion the duty to
support and assist, in whatever way possgible, the strusgle
to liberste the contiinent from the last vegtipes of
colonialimn, et are entrenched in thig roplon. It da n
universolly recopgnised truth thot it Lo the Prontline
ptates who heve borne the hrunt of Alrica's cosnibmentd
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to liberstion in the rezion. It was in order to euhance

this solidarity thot the ccnecept of the rontline Stutes
came inte being. '

I'or the past 20 years, all of uzs in Southern Africa nave
patiently and stubbernly endured the comumon sascrifices
the cause of African liberation demanded of us. It was
gn option we chose jointly, in tie full knowledge thﬂf--
it would entail greve #nd even mortal dangers. e would,
however, make hold to say, that deapite the nigh price
we have gll been called upon to pay, this was not a
migtake, and it is & deciszion that does honour to
Africa and its peoples, especially those of Southern
Africa.

Since 1912, we of the 4wl have considered ourselves
and the fraternsl peoples of Africe, as partners in a
ging

cuntinent from colonisl domination and servitude.

le, gloriocus enterprises - the liberation of our

Aa poartners and equels, bound by our commitment to
the swne objectives, our weity in the luce of our
¢ ruon enemy is essential for victory.
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