A W59 SITUTION HAS EMESRGED - LET US MWBT THiL CHALLENGH!

A new situntion hoe emerged in Southern Africa. One of
the three pillars of the South African-Rhodesian-Portugucse
Axie hoe been knotked down, .n irreversible procecs lea=-
ding to the independence of .Angola, Guinea Biscsau and lio-
zambique has bezun.

These developments provide concrete proof of what the
African National Congress has always held to be true, that
the libération of all the peoples of Southern Africa 1s
agcured, No force on earth hoe the power to £top us from
winning our freedom from the white sunremaciste of our co-
untry.

This is the first importont lesson for us. From it
we muct draw inepiration. However bleak our future might
seem today, we must now be more than.ever convinced that
the onpresced and gtruggling peonle are ultimately more
nowerful than their opprecscsors.

The second lescon for usg is that, without struzgle,

victory is not nossible. The fasciet government of Caeta-
no was overthrown through the joint struggles of the
African peonles in the Portuguesc colonieg and the demo-
cratic forces in Portugal itsclf.

In Afriea, the Portugucsc enmpire is 500 yeurs old.
Throughout those centuries, the colonialists tried their
best to keep the African peonle in darkness and in per-
manent subjusation., Yet these African neoples were able
to assert their indevendence, firstly by setting up their
ownh organientions euch as the NMPLA in Angola, Frelimo 1in
liozambigque and the PAIGC in Guinca Biscau.

Today, these organisatione are on the verge of lea-
ding their peoplcs to independence, Dehind them, they
have many vears of selfless encrifice measured 1n mony
thousands killed and injured as well ag many thoucands
who served long years of imprisonment and brutal torture.

Behind them they aleo have the difficult path of le-
arning which they have traversed. In the early days, they
had to learn the first things about how to run a political
organication, They had to learn how to handle weapone and
how to organise & popular army. They had to learn how to
evade the notorious Portuguese secret police., In ghort
they had to learn how to fight for victory.

They sufferced many casualties during the process of
learning. Yet, they never gave un. They learnt from their
mistokes and marched forward with ever greater resolve,
Today, indenendcnce or not, they are alrcady.governing -
large narte of their countriecs and peoplee,

2. Within Portugal itself,foseciem hac beéen in power for
50 yearge. But during thot whole period the people of Port-
ugal have never stooned from struggling for the rectoration
of democracy in their country.

Daily, they challcnged some of the moct brutal politi=s
cal police in the world., They built up the etrength of their
underground organicotions, They uced all available opportu-
nities to challenge the fascict government openly.
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Theec democratic foreces have aleo poid their pricc
with the livec of come of the bast sonc and daughters of
the Portuguces people. Come of them hove been moimed per-
monently through torture. Others had to espend mony years:
in exile., Today, it ic the very victime of foeciet renre-
ceion that are serving in the government of Portugzal.

For our wvictory, we must go through such proceccec
ac well., Jlready we have accumuloated much experience in
underground work. e must uce thie exnerience to raice the
underground ctrcngth of the ANC., Ve nmuet make sure thot
everywhere, wherever the onprceced peonle arc, there are
underzround units of the ANC,

“e have alrcady tcken the historie cten of forning the
people's army, Umkhonto we Sizwve, We muct ensure that thie
army growe by forming ever more combat unite. e must look
ineide the country for weanons, =o that we can arm ourse=-
lves. We muct begin to engage the enemy in combat,

Cur ctrength lies oleo in our numbers and the nocitions
we occupy in South fAfrican cociety. e mucst uce 2ll this to
confront the enemy in strusgzle, nc the viorkers are doing,

Yo must fight the encmy on every front, ac the peonle of
the Portuguece coloniee are now doing, with crme, by ctrike
action; demoncitrations, boycottec and =0 on.

The third luccon for uc ic the importonee of interns—
tional solidaority in the contemvwornry ctruzgle for notional
and eocicl liberstion.

The cection of ocur orzanisation thot is outside the
country muct continue to intencify the struszgle for the
total isolation of the Vorct-r regime and incrsaced poli-
tical cnd material suppoxrt for the ANC,

3 Inceide the country, we must fight i.‘?.llthpruvﬂcattianﬂ
ceeisned et ur aesai he people of other countries

ag %a&)pene-'-ﬁa isn the ré‘&ejh E_%Vet]fkeoﬁ? 'dgsturbances. The peupi&s .
of Lesotho, Botswana, Swaziland, Mozambique, Malawi ete.,
who live and work in South Africa, are our friends and
comrades-in-armes., Together, we are faced with the task of
overthrowing our common enemy, the apartheid regime of
Vorster. We must also fight all attempts to turn our
national, democratic struggle into a racist one.

The impending victory of the liberation forces in the
Portuguece coloniee has driven Vorster into a frenzy of
fear, It is inevitable therefore that the nolice terror
agailnet the genuine liberation forcesg will be intencified,

- AT the some time, the Vorster regime will also accce—
lerate its programme for the crcation of black puppet for-
Ces. :
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in the Bantustans and elsewhere in order to use the oppre-
sced against the oppressed for the perpetuation of white

supremacy.

For us, however, the great victories of our African
brothers in the Portuguese colonies and the democratic
people in Portugal, have created even better conditions

for our v ictory.

The Vorster regime is isolated as never before.
Among the ranks of the white opprescors there is a greater
confusion and uncertainity about the future. The eyes of
the world are ficused on South Africa.

This situa tion challenges uc to exert ourselves
with greater vigour and determination for a concerted
struggle to overturn the regime of white supremacy. Let
us meet the challenge by our actions.

IET US_HONOUR OUR HEROES BY FOLLOWING THEIR
EXAMPLE .,

July 21st was our Heroesg! Day, observed on the day
that our beloved Chief A.J. Luthuli died in mysterious
circumstances. On this day we remember also Uncle J.B.
Marks who'died on August 1st and our combatants who engaged
the Smith-Vorster forces in Zimbabwe on August 13, 1967,
among others.

Heroes! Day is not merely a day on which we pay homa-
ge to the patriots who have laid down their lives in the
cause of freedom, It is not merely a day on which we
rededicate ourselves to struggle selflessly until victory

ig won.

It is a day on which we pay particular a ttention
to the ta sk of educating and training new heroes. Today,
our people have greater need of heroces than ever before.
We need shock troops that will lead the people in repeated
acsaults against the Vorster regime.

Our heroes today are those who work selflessly and
secretly to set up underground units of the African
National Congress, the organisation of Iumthuli, Marks
and our heroes who fell in battle in Zimbabwe. Our
heroes today are th ose who defend our organisation from
penetration by enemy agents and destruction by Vorster's
gecret police.

Our heroes are those who work among the masses of the
black oppressed people organising them into legal organi-
sations whether political parties, students', peasants!?,
women, and youth organisations or trade unions.
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Our heroes are those who lead the mass of our people
in active struggle against all the evils of the apartheid
gsystem of low biack wages, & slave sysiem of education,
degradation of our youth, police terror, racism and national

oppression,

Qur heroes are those who fight for the unity in struggle
of all the oppressed people. They fight against attempts to
divide the African people into tribes and to break up the
unity of the African,,Coloured and Indian people.

Our heroes are those who volunteer to join Umkhonto
we Sizwe and work to set up a wide spread network of under-
groundcombat units throughout the country. They are those
who make preparations now, to engage the enemy in combat,
and actually engage him, in & spirit of self-sacrifice and
readined to serve the people.

0 Qur heroes are those who honour the memory of our
fallen patriots as well as those serving in Vorster's

prisons and in banishment, by stepping up the struggle
today, engaging the enemy on all fronts.

Such are the heroes that we need today. We need them
not in hundreds but in millions. Iet us follow the example
of Chief Imthuli and all our other heroes. That is not
only an urgent task, but alco a prequisite of victory.
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