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Judge

Mr. de Klerk
By His Actions

By Desmond M. Tutu

be credibiicy crist that
c
faces the new South Al-
rican administration of
siate President F. W.
de Klerk was pin-
potmted by Dr. Frank
Chikane, general secretary of the
South African Council of Churches,
when he, | and Dr. Allan Boesak,
presudent of the World Alhance of Re-
formed Churches, met Mr. de Klerk
lagt week,

Dr. Chikane told Mr. de Klerk. in al-
most as many words: You are teiling
the world to give you a chance. You
are telling black South Africans, " The
door 1o & pew South Africa 13 already
opened and it i not necessary Lo bal-
ter it down." You say you want Lo talk
o representative leaders. Today, as |
lefi 1o come and take advantage of
your open door policy, a leader of the
democTatic movement wanied Lo con-
sult me about this meeting. To claam
1o be representative, | nseded Lo hear
huis views; | asked him to travel with
me. He told me he couldn't because &
Government restriction order — im-
posad during your presidency — pro-
hibits him from leaving the Johannes-
burg | district. People are
saying your sctions don't match your

ing i Malaysia that the
release of Mr. Sisulu his' com-
rades.

The willingness ol Mr. de Klerk's
Government 10 move toward the es-
tablishment of a nonracial democ-
racy in South Afrca must be judged
by his actons, not his words.

The United States, the Common-
wealth, the European Community,
the resi of the intermational com-
mynity should not ket up the pressure
on the South African Government on
account of rhetoric. They should con-
unue the work pecessary o imple-
ment strict financial sanctions and a
ban on direct air Hnks with South Af-
Mce.

However, il we are o judge Mr. de
Klerk by his actions, he nosds . “itile
tune to plan and implement & ton.
Let us first see what he achieves
his first 100 days. Then we
evaluate carefully what he tells
opening session of Parliament
year and give him, say, thres rponths
after that 10 make the necessary
legislative
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