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H) SOUTH. ﬁFHIEﬁ; SANA INFORMATION SERVICE DOCUMENT No. 6, 1976:
" 'A DELEGATE'S ACCOUNT OF THE PLACK PEOPLE'S CONVENTION CONGRESS

(BPC), KINGWILLIAMSTOWN, DECEMBER 13-16, 1975'.

(INCLUDING EXTRACTS FRoM THE FINAL CONGRESS REPUORT)

Amid shouts of 'Black Power' and Block Power salutes the Fourth General
Congress of the Black Peoples' Convention (BPC)} wes opened by Father
James Gawe on December 13 in the Anglican Church Hall at Ginsberg -
near Kingwilliamstown in the Eastern Caps.

The Congress was atiended by more than 100 delegates from Cape Town,
Durban, Johannesburg, Port Elizabeth, East London, Pietermaritzburg and
Kingwilliamstown and was the first since the serxies of arreste and
detentions of BPC leadership and supporters following the attempted

- pro-FRELIMO raliies in Durban during September 1974.

Thin was a crucial dnd formative Congress since there has been & lull -

in the four-year-old movement's activities bucaune of extreme harass-
ment by the Security Police in the form of constent intimidetion and
cetention of BPC members and seizure of documents. Also, policy
decisions on the following ispoues: 'Detente', the 'Transkei Independence',
Angolan, Nemibian and Zimbabwe quentions were to be taken.

The BPL President, Mr T.S. Farisani, delivered his presidential address
after ong, 'Unzima lomthwalo' - usually sung by the Terrorism Act
trialists during court appearsnces - and a poem which he read entitled
tAzania shall be free' which was hailed with shouts of 'Amandla’ ('Power').

On December 14 the conference hall was surrounded by three cers occupied
by several members of the Securxity Police, both Black and White, but
delegates paid no attention to them. The Congress then split up into
the following five Commissions on: Black Consciousness; Government
creatad platforms; Black Communalism; Relations with other bedies and
on the nature of the BPL envisioned liberated State.

in a repost, which was unanimously adopted, the BPC declared that Black
Consciousness was aimed at inculcating esmongst Blacks a sense of pride
in themselves and a desire and.eagerness tc analyse their problems end
offer solutions.

According to the report, Black Consciousness aimed to break the 'strangle-
hold' that White society had on privileges, wealth and uppurtunlty and
to create a truly open plural society in which ell persons would  be
treated as equal before the law. It further asimed at eradicating raciel
prejudice in all its forms and to promote real understanding smongst

the various ethnic groups in the envisaged open society. 'Black
Consciousness is the realisation by Blacks of the need to rally' around
the cause of our nppreaaznn and to operate as a gruup to rid ourselves
of the shacklee that bind us to perpetual servitude.' The report
continued, stating, that through Black Consciousness Blacks wers
determined to expase the myth that being Bleck was.an aberration from
the 'normal', which is white, and stressed the reconstruction by Blacks
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cf their value system ord the siicmpt toc see themselves as definod by
thrmselves and not by others; that Blacks rejected the “?1“3 syotom
that sought to make them foreigners in the country of their hi:th;_ that
Black salidarity, an integral pari of Dlack Consciousness, woo definod
a8 the coming together of Blacke for the specific purpose ?f ?DIVIHE
their problems and using thoir numbers =nad Blackness in building up ‘o
strong power base'; *hat Nlock solidarity wes the rujucti?n of, "the
overplayed importance of sectional, tribal ond religioue differences oo
often ovcrplayed by the believers of the divide end rule policy'. In
conclusion the report from the Black Coneciousness Commissicn, ecdopted
by the BPC, declared that the cardinal goal of Black solidarity was
'bargaining through e show of strength and unanimity of purpcos egainot
whoever withholds from them whatever they believe to ba rightfully theirs’.

In the report of the Commission on Belations with other bodies, also
sndorsed by the BPC, it wos recommended that the BPC shall consult with,
take part (on invitation) in the projects of, co-operate with and exchange
material with any organisation, national or international that subscribes
to the philosophy of Black Consciousness 'as defined and understood by
the “Yovement'. Rslations with national groups opercating outside the
ramework of apartheid, but not subocribing to the philosophy of Black
Conscisusness would be informal and on the basis of expounding the
shilcsaphy to them. The BPC, the report continued, would slec relate
to whatever orgenisstion it deemod fit, to rolay the true feslinge of
Elacks in South Africa to the outnide world,

Jn th2 night of December 14 the packed cengrzes hall was addressed by
the Guest Spesker, Mr D.J.K. Tjongarero, Information and Publicity
Secretzry of the Nemibia Nationnl Convention (see SAMA Information
Sersice Document No. 4, fFebruavy 1376). There were scveral eolidarity
ard llack Power ('Amandla‘’) intorjoctiens during hio speech by the
emotionally moved congroso oudicnce. The Security Police egein were
present outside the hall during M= Tjongererc's address, A letter from
the General Secretary of the All African Council of Churches, Cenon
Burjess Carr, sccepting the EPL invitetion and conveying solidariiy was
read to the congress. Thne day was closed with the einging of liberation
BORgS.

On the third day of the congress, December 15, with the hall etill under
Secusity Police surveillance, the reports of the Commissicns con Govern=

ment created platforms and the projected State were discussed end edepted.

Government created platforms were strongly condemned by tho EPC. Thay
were said to be created to divert the energies of Blacks 'from the true
strugngle for National liberation to racielist, tribalist end divisive

tion out of the immediate sight end attenticn of Blacks, end at worat
served to bolster the white rocist regime'. According to the formes
report, Blacks were 'cheated' into participating in these beceuse of
built in safe-guards which mede it impossible for any Black person
using them to liberate themselves.

The creation of these (Government platforms), the BPC felt was to 'hood-
wink! the international community into accepting the raciet policy of
the white regime as a "sincere' programme designed in the interest of
Blacks and thet any participation in these wae only lending credibility
te their fraudulence, to the detriment of the Black people. The EPC
rejected these and opted to operate outside their framework as a true
political movement which believes that 'Blacks have an inalieneble right
to determine their destiny', and further asserted its convictieon in the
solidarity of the Black community irrespective of ethnic origin, pre-=
scribed residential arees or religious affiliation, end in & 'unitary
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Stute 1In which ;11 inhahitanis of Azanie fnrmEd-ﬁnu uniit, one netion,
whose affairs shall be run by one Gevernment which muet be reprosantetive
of the people of Azenime'. -~

The report of the Commission on the Ernjuctud State was discusaed at
length and after certain amendments wae adopted. It stated that 'there
is a need to radically change Azanien gsoclety to keep with the wishes,
aspiraticna, hopes, intereoils end ideals of the mejority of our country'.
Further that: the BPC wes atriving for a sociesty in which all citizeno
were accorded the franchiee - irrespective of colour, rece, religion or
any other consideration of a similar nature, es well as a state in which
all participated in the making of the laws under which they lived through
a national sssembly which would be a body constituted of duly elected
representatives of the people;

that: ownership of land, sea and air space would
be vested in the State and all citizens needing land would be esllccated
such proportionately for their purpose;

- that: education in the ideal State would be free
and compulsory for all citizens end would be an instrument of national
unity as well as raeising the culturel, social, political, economic end
intellectual level of Blacks;

_ that: environmental studies would also include
sonstitutional structures mainly of this country, but also comparatively
with other African and other states;

that: specialisation in education would be intro-
duced st the minimum effective level and all teachers would be trained
to apecialise in varicus fields;

that: health services would be the primary res-
ponsibility of the State end ell medicol end para=-medical personell
wouid be civil servants;

that: all citizens would have the right to s feoir
trial ond access to legal defence ond all lawyers would be civil eorvents
employed by the State to afford all citizens en equal opportunity of
guod legal representation;

that: 'every sane and healthy adult shall form
part of a national defence force and foreign forces will be excluded®;

that: 'Peacoful collaboration with all nations
of the world on & basis of mutusl understanding, nationsl sovereigniy,
territorial integrity, non-aggrzession and non=interference in domestic
affairs would be maintained'j .

that: monopoly in industry, trede and commerce
would be sbolished end the principle of communalism would be institution-
alized into industry, trade and commerce.

This was the firat time that the EPC had givﬁn a detailed indicetion of
the nature of the State they are striving to attein.

On the evening of the third day, a symposium was arranged especifically
for the local community. This was well attended and speeches were
hailed with shouts of 'Amandla', The speakers, Mr Tjongarero and Mr
Keke (who was released from Robben Island in 1973, after serving a ten
year sentence, and whose two-year banning order had just expired)
covered a wide range of topics.

The fourth and last day of the Congress commenced on a high note despite
continued close Security Police surveillance. Resolutions on Angols,
Namibia, Zimbabwe, 'Detente', Transkei Independence, Sonny Leon end the
Coloured Persons' Representative Council (CRC) were adopted. '

In the Angolan resolution the BPC recognised the Luanda based MPLA move=
ment as the only legitimate government of Angola, whose prerogative it
was to come to terms with other liberation movements operating in Angola
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and to steer that cduntry to sventusl unity end prosperity. The BPC
nated that 'the civil war in Angola is easentielly & domastic affair
srcngst the indiganﬁuﬁ people of Angola who are anxious to esteblish a
governmont best guited for themsolves and that the intervontion of
certain foreign powors compounded the problem'. The BPC also took note
of the debate amcnget the white political parties of South Africe vias e
vis the wisdom of S.A.'s involvement in the Angolan conflict and warned
of thea consequences that might accrue from such involvement. The Con=
vention condemned the irternational intervention in what it termed tthe
affairs of an African country' end called upon the OAU and UN to insist
on the immediate withdrawal from Angola of all euch countries engaged
there. :

On the Namibian guestion the BPC noted that es a result of the epplication
of the policy of spartheid to that territory Namibie was fragmented into
so called 'homelanda' acainat the will of tho Namibian people though it
was an inaliensble right of a people to shape their destiny without
interferance. The BPC rejected the ethnically oriented talke ae &
farce, created to guarantee the continued occupation of Nemibia by S.A.
and the exploitation of its natural resources and that the results of
tha former would be incensequential since the true destiny of Nemibia
should be determined by the Mamibiens themselves. In the resolution the
BPC condemned the illegal occupation of Nemibia by the 'white fesciet
South African Regime' and declared its solidarity with the Nemibians in
their struggle for national likeration.

Rrlating to the resolution on Zimbaobwe, the BPC noted thet the Keunde-
Vorster dotente manoucvren that culminoted inm the Victorie Folls talks
failrea becouse of tho reluctence of Smith to allow the telks to reach

the lagicel conclusion of majur%ﬁy rule. The overwhelming support of
Jighep Muzorewa shown by the people of Zimbabwe, according to the EPC,
demonstrated clearly the 4rue ANC end its lesderz, Bishop Muzozewa,
desnite the confusion roeulting from Nkomofs essumption of the so=celled
leadezahip of the ANC. The BPC resolved to commend end encourage Bishop
Muzorawa and the ANC to maintain the principled ctand which represented
the true wishes and aspirations of the majority of the Zimbebwean pecple
and to urge him and the ANC to continue tc moke overtures to the white
Ahodzsian minerity government for the resumption of legitimate conetitu-
tional talks until i% became shsolutely clear that Smith was not interested
in further talks. £ and when such talks failed, the BPC declered that
the ANC had the sole prorogative to determine how best to work towards
the realisation of tke espirstions of the people of Zimbabwe. It further
urged Mr Nkomo to ceese creating confusicn and division by publicly
apologising and rejoining the true ANC,

Detente was dismissed in a resoluticn as a shem simed at 'buying time
for +he South African white racist regime to maintain their present hold
on the indigenous majority whilst making the rest of the world believe
that they are genuinely involved in the process of finding a golution

to the complex problems of race and politicel power perteining to the
South African situstion'. The BPC noted further that under Verster's
minority rule S.A. was taking advaentage of a period of unsettlement to
entrench its economic ties with as meny Africen states as posseible by
increasing the quote of exports and imports into and from Africa such
thet the level of dependence by Africa on S5.A. would dictate political
considerations. Detente wes further seen as a designation meant to
split Africen unity and the OAU. The BPC thus totally rejected detente
as a move calculated to entrench the position of the oppressors in this
country at the expense of the oppressed majority and called upen all
Blacks to see detente for what it is and ebide by their Black ssgpirations,
truth and convictions. ) :
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In a resnlutinn on the forthcoming '1ndup=ndnn:u' of the Transkei the
BPC asserted this m;,'ﬁtn ‘be ‘'a tunning menousvre by the racist Voreter
regime to give‘hational end international credibility to the abhorrent
policy of apartheid, precisely at a time when the process of liberation
hes shown itself to be inevitable in Africa and whon the sub-continent
has drumatinally chonged in favour of the struggle for national liber-
ation'. Tha 'independenco' was said to be yet another attempt to
"legalise' the alisnation of the people of the TrunEhHi from the rest
of Azanie, their motherland, so es to give the denial of their rights

a 'legal constitutional backing'.
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Mr Matanzima and Mr Guzana and all those who participated at the leader-
ship level of the so-called homelands were termed "Vorster's prefects
who could not claim to be the authentic voices of the oppressed pecple’.
The BPC rejected this independence and pledged to work harder towards
the solidarity of all the people of Azania and towards the liberation

of one indivisible Azania. :

After noting the refusal by Mr Sonny Leon to pass the CRC Budget end

kis subsequent expulsion, the BPC, in & resolution, blamed Mr Leon for
his inveivement in the CRC despite prior warning from the BPC and called
upan the Labour Party to completely disband and join forces with all the
oppressed people.

The BPC, finally, called on Black people of Azania to re-iterate their
principled rejection of all institutions calculated to frustrate their
real aspirations towards liberotion. The sentiments of all the reso-

luticny, except the one portaining to Sonny Leon, wero to be conveyed

tc the DAU and tha UNO and the Transkei Legislative Assembly.

Afit:r the final buasinecs of the Congrees was terminated office<bearers
were alectsd. |

Mz Kenneth Rachidi from Soweto was eclected the BPC President. (Mz Rachidi,
32, a fathe®pf three has hod a long political background and long involve=
ment in the activities of the movement. He had been expelled from two
schools before he matriculated for political reessons. He was suspended
for a year from Fort Hare University in 1966 - aleo for his political
convictions. He was then finally expelled from Fort Here shortly before
graduating, after the 1968 Fort Hare etrikes. Mr Rachidi later joined

the University Christian Movement (UCM) and has been with the BPC eince
its inception. In 1972 he wae elected Vice=President end after the
detentions in September 1974, he became the Acting Secretary-General.

Mz Mxolisi Mvovo, 29, of ﬁiﬂguillinmatuun woe elected Vice-FPresident;
Mr Tandisizwe Mazibuko of Maritzburg, En::ﬂtﬂ:yuﬁgna:al and Mr Roley
Maroleng of Daveyton, Publicity Secretary.

In his first speech as President of the BPC, Mr Rachidi stated that the
BPC was striving for the total liberation of Blacks and that their unity
was mostly desired for this purpose. He said the intention of holding
the Congress at the township wae to get to the grass roote of the Black
people and mako them aware of the situetion under which they live es
well as to compound the philosophy of Hlnnk Eﬂﬂaﬁinunnaua.

He called on the people to refuse to be 'launnhud' by the apartheid
policy and its institutions i.e. the Bantustens. He urged them not to
have their goal removed from their sight by the 'white minority regime',
and to strive for their unity and liberation. _

He thanked the participants for their attendance at the Congress and
called on them to fUrthur interest themselves in the activities of the
BPC. '
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The Coroinae ended with the sirging of 'Mkosi Sikelela jAfrika’ Hith
raiged Black Power salutos.

Delegates formed a proccssion which wes joined by the local community
and marched through the strcots of the township singing liberstion songs.

The Security Police watched the proceedings from their cers.



