


Commonwealth Day 9 March 1992

Today's Commonwealth is a
paritnership for progress, peace and
understanding. It brings together in
Jriendship and co-operation 50 member
countries and nearly one and a half
billion people — almosi a third of the
world’s nations and a quarter of ils
people. It is a family of countries,
located in every continent and ocean,
which have chosen to work together to
benefit themselves and the
international communily as a whole.

10 Some are huge land masses, others are
tiny island natiens. A number are rich,
many are very poor. Because the
Commeonwealth’s people are of many
different races, languages and
religions, and its countries are at all
levels of economic and social
development, it can truly be described
as a cross-seclion of the modern world.
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The record o date shows that it is

Preparing for a better world: Primary
school children in Southem Africa
Juliet Coombe/Compix

® True to its principles of equality and
multiracialism, the Commonwealth was
a world leader in the international
campaign against apartheid in South
Africa. It is now aiming to assist black
South Africans to carry out their roles in
a new, post-apartheid South Africa.

® Commonwealth countries are
combining to tackle the other big
problems of our time. The
Commonwealth is in the forefront of
international efforts to end racism,
alleviate poverty, recognise fully the role
of women, construct a more equal
international society, protect the
environment and achieve sustainable
development.

® The Commonwealth regards the many
different races, cultures and languages of
its people as its ‘common wealth’. From
them has been forged a ‘community in
diversity’ which can bridge differences
and promote understanding between
people, communities and nations.

® The Commonwealth is pledged to
employ its unique assets and experience
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protects and promotes human rights.
These are fundamental principles to Q
which all members subscribe. Q 2
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Promotion of the democratic
process: Commonwealth
Observer Group at Bangladesh
elections
New and appropriate
X technologies for the future:
® Commonwealth countries and s il k) ol ek 2
citizens share a special relationship as Thomas Hopker/Magnum cAusnglia i
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equal members of the same family. A T i %
long history of Commonwealth contacts 1
has resulted in a network of connections U
between governments and between CO UNTRIUEEIS OF THE COMMONDWEAILDJM
individuals with common interests, 1
enthusiasms and professions.
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in many different fields. These all aim at’
improving the conditions of life for its
people and the levels of development of
its member countries.

e Alongside the Commonwealth of

I ——
governments, the network of ——n
Commonwealth non-governmental ——UiAnEN

organisations (NGOs) — the
‘Commonwealth of peoples’ —is a
unique Commonwealth strength which
reaches down to the grassroots.
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